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An Update of Felix Ganz’s Monumental Series
Part V. Machine Cancels – Part 3. Group 4

The listings in the Machine Cancel Handbook for the Group 4 flags are as many pages as those of
Groups 1 to 3 combined. For that reason the Group is divided into six subgroups:

4.1 Exhibitions, Fairs, and Museums (1347 listings beginning in 1912)
4.2 Anniversaries (434 listings beginning in 1913)
4.3 Congresses and Conferences (52 listings beginning in 1922)
4.4 Music, Song, and Theater (322 listings beginning in 1922)
4.5 Sporting events (516 listings beginning in 1922)
4.6 Others (300 listings beginning in 1931)

You might ask why there are so many listings in this Group. There are several answers to that ques-
tion. First, most of the flags refer to specific dates, so if, for example, a fair occurs every year each year
will be a separate listing. Second, before the Swiss Post changed the rules it was easy to get a flag for
an event. And finally, the flags were generally very specific to the town and there are a lot of towns in
Switzerland that have a machine canceller.
One reason the Group 4 flags are so interesting is the variety of events which leads to a variety of

subjects depicted on the flag. Group 4 flags are a topicalist’s paradise. Let’s look at some examples from
each of the subgroups.

Fig. 1. Machine cancel flag
4.1.2 publicizing the 1919
Basel Mustermesse.

Subgroup 4.1
The first Group 4

flags publicized the
1914 National Exhibi-
tion in Bern and were
used in five cities –
Basel, Bern, St. Gal-
len, and Zürich in German and Lausanne in French. This flag was illustrated in Part I of this series in
the March 2019 TELL.
The next came in 1919, the first flag for the Basel Schweizer Mustermesse (Swiss Sample Fair)

(Figure 1). Note the two strikes of the crown. The cancel was a roller and if the item was long enough
it might get two full strikes of the crown and flag. These are valued more highly than a single strike. A
long-running annual event, flags for the Basel Mustermesse continued into the 1990s. A selection of
these is shown in Figure 2.



2 TELL November 2020

Fig.. 2. Publicizing the Basel Schweizer Mustermesse in 1935
(l to r) (4.1.69), 1946 (4.1.139), 1974 (4.1.461), and 1983 (4.1.713).

Another long-running event is the Comptoir Suisse (Swiss Fair)
in Lausanne. The first flag for it appeared in 1920 and continued
well into the 1990s. Some of these are shown in Figure 3 below.

The Salon de l’Automobile in Geneva began its machine cancel publicity in 1924 and also continued
into the 1990s, illustrated in Figure 4.

Fig. 3. Publicizing the Lausanne Comptoir Suisse: 1924 (4.1.25), 1936 (4.1.82), 1953 (4.1.207),
1973 (4.1.449), 1981 (4.1.651), and 1991 (4.1.1047).

Fig. 4. Publicizing the Geneva Salon de l’Automobile:
1925 (4.1.26), 1938 (4.1.91),

1952 (4.1.193), and 1976 (4.1.494).
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One more long-running event publicized with flags is the OLMA (Ostschweizerische Land und
Milchwirtschaftliche Ausstellung, Eastern Swiss Agricultural and Dairy Exhibition) in St. Gallen, some
of which are shown in Figure 5.

Fig. 5. Publicizing the St. Gallen OLMA:
1943 (4.1.126), 1945 (4.1.138), 1954 (4.1.220),

1971 (4.1.423), 1982 (4.1.694),
and 1986 (4.1.857).

An interesting series of flags is that publicizing exhibits at the Muséum de Genève. The first in 1974
showed a giraffe and continued for many years, each year with a different subject. Shown in Figure 6
are the flags with the giraffe, a scorpion, a bat, a ray, and a jellyfish. Topicalists need to include exam-
ples that fit their topic.

Fig. 6. Publicizing the Muséum de Genève:
1974 (4.1.469), 1976 (4.1.512),

1977 (4.1.539),
1982 (4.1.689), and 1986 (4.1.871).

Subgroup 4.2
The first flag from this subgroup celebrated the 100th anniversary of the rejoining of Geneva to the

Confederation in 1814 following the French-controlled Helvetic Republic. Other notable anniversaries
include the centenary of the Federal Post in 1949, the 50th anniversary of the Federal Railways in 1952,
and the 125th anniversary of railroads in Switzerland in 1972. (Figure 7)

Fig. 7. Publicizing the anniversaries of Geneva rejoining the Confederation
(4.2.1), the Federal Post (4.2.16), the Federal Railways (4.2.26), and

railroads in Switzerland (4.2.109)
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Figure 8 shows a selection of flags from this subgroup 4.2.

Fig. 8. Publicizing anniversaries of Swissair (4.2.38), Carlo Maderno/Pro Juventute (4.2.42), Esperanto (4.2.60),
World Health Organization (4.2.123), and Swiss Automobile Club (4.2.125).

Subgroup 4.3
The first flag for this subgroup was issued for the Peace Conference in Lausanne in 1922-23. This

conference was convened to change the terms of the Treaty of Sèvres dealing with the Ottoman Empire
at the end of the First World War. A revolution had taken place in Turkey lead by Kemal Atatürk and
the treaty had to be modified to recognize the new Turkish government. The conference was open from
21 November 1922 to 24 July 1923 and the machine cancel flag was used in Lausanne from 1 November
1922 to 24 July 1923. Disarmament was also the subject of two extraordinary sessions of the United
Nations in 1978 and 1982.
The vast majority of the flags of this subgroup were used during congresses on a wide variety of

subjects. Figure 9 shows some of these.

Fig.9. Publicizing congresses on transportation in Switzerland (4.3.6), television (4.3.19), Alcoholics Anonymous
(4.3.31), allergy and clinical immunology (4.3.45), and IMOS (International Olympic Games Motif Groups) (4.3.48).

Subgroup 4.4
The first flag to commemorate a musical event was used in 1922 prior to and during the Federal

Song Festival in Luzern. Zürich held a theater festival, first with a publicity flag in 1942 which contin-
ued into the 1970s.
Everything from jazz festivals to Bach festivals, Tell festivals to film festivals, Passion plays to Yodel

festivals, all have used machine cancel flags for publicity. Figure 10 shows a few of these.

Fig. 10 Publicizing the Federal Yodeling Festival (4.4.35), the William Tell open air theater (4.4.83),
a Film Festival (4.4.90).



5 TELLNovember 2020

Fig. 10 (cont) Publicizing a Bach festival (4.4.96), a jazz festival (4.4.130), an international folk festival (4.4.176).

Subgroup 4.5
The first flag to commemorate a sporting event, was, strangely enough, to publicize an international

flight meeting in Zürich in 1922. Flying was considered a sporting activity, I guess.
The annual Federal Festivals for gymnastics, marksmanship, rowing, among others, all have used

machine cancel flags for publicity.
Equestrian events have been marked by many flags, particularly those in Yverdon, Tramelan, and

Saignelegier, among others (Figure 11).

Fig.11. Publicizing equestrian events in Yverdon (4.5.140), Tramelan (4.5.176), Saignelegier (4.5.223),
St. Gallen (4.5.235), and Geneva (4.5.275).

Championships from chess to hockey, judo to figure skating, and many others have used flags to
publicize their events. Figure 12 shows some of these.

Fig. 12a. Publicizing sporting events: skiing (4.5.312), aviation (4.5.63), ice hockey(4.5.92), the World Cup (4.5.101),
marksmanship (4.5.129), judo (4.5.172).
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Fig. 12b. Publicizing sporting events:
gymnastics (4.5.206), chess (4.5.224), the Spengler Cup (4.5.365), and wrestling (4.5.412).

Subgroup 4.6
The first flag in this final subgroup was used in 1931 for a folk costume festival in Geneva. Geneva’s

annual Fêtes de Genève have used machine cancel flags for publicity since 1948. United Nations Day
has been commemorated annually since 1949 and World Health Day since 1953. Perhaps the most in-
teresting is the series publicizing the Comic Strips Festivals (Bande Dessinée) in Sierre beginning in
1985 (Figure 13). Is that Jiggs (of “Maggie and Jiggs”) on the comic strip flag? I guess you have to be a
senior citizen to know about Maggie and Jiggs as the comic strip stopped in 2000.

Fig. 13. Publicizing the Fêtes de Genève (4.6.46), United Nations Day (4.6.15),
World Health Day (4.6.21), and the Comic Strip Festival (4.6.232).

The variety of flags in this subgroup is illustrated in Figure 14.

Fig. 14a. Publicizing International Letter Writing Week (4.6.48), the Wine Festival in Neuchâtel (4.6.193),
the Watch festival and market in La Chaux-de-Fonds (4.6.122),

the opening of terminals A and B at the Zürich airport (4.6.127), Aerophilately Day (4.6.143).
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Fig. 14b. Publicizing
World Day of the Post (4.6.185),
World AIDS Day (4.6.215),
and the alpine airshow in the Ticino village
of Ambri (4.6.266).

That’s a skim through this huge group. If you have a cover or a cut-out of a flag cancel, how will you
ever find where it is catalogued in the Handbook among the 4599 face-different entries. Well, I’ve put
together something that will help you – an Excel spread sheet that you can use. It’s downloadable from
the Society’s web site under “Research/Swiss Philatelic Resources” item 12. Enter a few letters into the
Excel search box (Ctrl F). Don’t use a common word like “Post” or “Fete”, you’ll get too many hits. And
don’t worry about upper or lower case or accents or umlauts, the search function ignores them. Hit “Find
Next” and the first instance of the letters you entered will be highlighted. Repeat to see if there’s an-
other instance of those letters. Continue until you’ve found the exact match for the entire wording on
the flag and note the Handbook catalogue number and you’re done. Figure 15 shows a portion of the
spread sheet after searching for “BD”. (The yellow highlighting was added.) Note that there are several
entries with “BD” at the start of the entry plus there are others, not shown, with “BD” somewhere in the
middle of the entry. So remember to keep looking until you have the exact match. If you’re getting too
many hits, add a couple more letters to your search string.

This completes our survey of the four groups of machine cancel flags. Wouldn’t a cover with a flag
associated with that little side collection you have make a nice addition. Or start one on your favorite
sport. There’s a world of possibilities in machine cancels.
Next we will examine replacement cancels.

Fig. 15.
Partial results of a
search of the machine
flag database for the
string “BD”.
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We lost one of our giants in August; at the
ripe age of 98, Ernie Bergman left us. Of cour-
se, his circle of activity had been diminishing
for years; he could no longer travel, not even to
the APS headquarters, where in earlier years
he was well known and appreciated. I last vis-
ited him in 2015 and had a good conversation,
though too short because I had to catch a plane.
Ernie was born in Germany in 1922. After

his father’s untimely death in 1925, he moved
with his mother and brother to live with his
mother’s parents in Wittenberg. In 1936, he
wisely left Germany to live with his uncle and
aunt in St. Gallen, Switzerland. He learned about horticulture there, re-
ceiving a certificate in vegetable crops and was certified as a fruit growing
specialist. In 1946, he and his mother and brother emigrated to the United
States, with a Nansen passport as a stateless person. His fiancée Alice soon
joined him; they were married over sixty years. He worked in horticulture
in New York and Oregon, and was allowed to take courses at Oregon State

University as part of his work in the Agricultural Experiment Station in Corvallis. He graduated from
OSU in 1955, then earned his doctorate at Michigan State University in 1958. He was hired by the Penn
State University horticulture department, and stayed there until he retired in 1987. He had many Ph.D.
students and was very active in his profession.
He vowed that when he became an American citizen he would give back, and he did. He was elected

as a Ferguson Township supervisor for ten years, served on countless boards and committees; Ferguson
Township named a street after him, and he was cited by the Pennsylvania legislature.
Whatever Ernie did, he did with gusto. He enjoyed life. He told me a story about the time his

department chair explained to him that his department had an allocation of computer time on the
University’s computer (yes, that was a precious commodity in those days), and no one was using it.
“Ernie, you do research; why don’t you do some of your statistics on the computer?” Ernie did, com-
puting correlations on the results of various treatments on tomatoes. Hardly anything turned out to be
significant, but there was one; “Oh, good, maybe I can turn that into a paper.” Soon after, a colleague
passing by Ernie’s office found Ernie laughing so hard the tears were running down his cheeks. “What’s
so funny, Ernie?” “Well, I just spent all that computer time to learn that tomatoes grow better if they
have water!”
Ernie was on top of almost any situation; only once did I see Ernie embarrassed. At the FLOREX

stamp show in 1999, the awards ceremony was a luncheon. There were several other things happening
in the same hotel; Ernie led three of his friends into the wrong lunch! It took them maybe ten minutes
to figure it out; they joined our luncheon somewhat sheepishly.

Remembering Ernie Bergman 1922 to 2020
By George Struble

Ernie in St Gallen, 1938

Pre–UPU International Letter
Rate Last Day to England
This letter originated at the

Moravian Institution in Prangins
on 30 June 1875. It was cancelled
at 9pm aboard the Geneve-Bâle
train and destined for Hull, Eng-
land. Only three hours later the
UPU international letter rates took
effect on 1 July 1875. This letter
could have been mailed the next
morning franked with a green 25
centimes stamp.
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Matterhorn Meanderings
by Richard T. Hall

You have read former president Ernie Berg-
man’s obituary on the previous page.

I would like to relate my philatelic interac-
tions with Ernie. My wife and I last visited Ernie
in the retirement home he was living in in June
2019 while taking some material to the APRL.
Ernie was his same feisty self which we had come
to love. He told us he had given his niece his
Power of Attorney and all his philatelic material.
He seemed to spend most of his time sitting in a
glass bridge between buildings watching the
world go by outside and people passing by inside.
But he seemed sharp as a tack.
Philatelically, on one of our visits many years

ago Ernie showed me his collection of the 1938
Pro Aero covers and related material. I told him I
was trying to complete my collection of these cov-
ers so he offered his collection to me for an agreed
upon price. His collection filled a lot of holes in my
collection. We also got to talking about his
time in Switzerland during the War and his
collection of material from that period. I sug-
gested to him that he and I work together to
develop an article for TELL on the subject.
Ernie supplied the material, I supplied the
words. The result was the special jumbo issue
of TELL in March 2012 - “Switzerland in
World War II Its Defense - Its Survival - Its
Refugees and Internees”. A surprising number
of copies were purchased by Swiss non-collec-
tors to let their children know what it was like
in Switzerland during the War. For those of
you interested in purchasing a copy (we
printed a lot of them!) Send me $2.50 to cover
the postage and I put a copy in the mail to you.
Ernie, may you rest in peace in your

beloved adopted country.

Do you know where all elevations in
Switzerland are referenced to? And I don’t
mean sea level because, as you know,
Switzerland has no ocean coastline. The an-
swer is the Pierre du Niton, a granite boulder
sticking out of the Lake of Geneva near its
mouth in the city of Geneva. The map in Fig-
ure 1 shows the two boulders just off shore
from the English Garden and close to the fa-
mous Jet d’Eau. Figure 2 shows a photograph
of the rocks.
Why was one of these two rocks chosen to

be the zero point of elevation in Switzerland?
In the late 1810s the cantons of Valais and
Vaud complained that the dams and industry
along the Rhône river below the lake were
blocking the flow from the lake causing flood-

ing along the shores of the lake. The then city en-
gineer for the City and Canton of Geneva, Henri
Dufour, in order to precisely monitor the level of
the lake installed a water level gauge on the
Pierre du Niton in 1820.
Going back a few years to 1803-04, Emperor

Napoleon’s geographic engineers established a
triangulation network for all of France, including
western Switzerland (remember Switzerland was
under Napoleon’s control at that time). This al-
lowed the elevations of places in the Geneva/Vaud
area to be determined relative to sea level. In
1834 a French engineer, Charles-Marie Filhon, by
extending the triangular network determined the
height of the water gauge on the Pierre du Niton
to be 376.52 meters above sea level.
Now skipping forward to 1861 with the foun-

dation of the Swiss Geodetic Commission of the
Swiss Academy of Natural Sciences. In 1864 the
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Commission was tasked with developing a more
precise measurement of elevations for all of
Switzerland. And for this effort they chose the
Pierre du Niton as their zero reference point. Du-
four’s successor, Hermann Siegfried, recalculated
the height of the Pierre du Niton as 376,86 me-
ters, about a foot higher.
In 1902 the geodesist Jakob Hiffiker, using a

more precise French survey, determined the
height of the Pierre du Niton to be 373.6 meters.
In 1910 this figure was made the statutory eleva-

tion zero point and since the 1930s the reference
point for all Swiss maps.
If you’d like more information on the history of

elevation measurements in Switzerland the Fed-
eral Office of Topography is publishing a book (in
German) “Switzerland on the measuring table.
175 years of the Dufour Map”. It costs CHF 27 and
can be ordered from Swisstopo.
Now for the list of post office changes – it’s a

doozy!

1. On August 8, 2020, post office closed
3114 Wichtrach (canton Bern) [assumed by 3110 ZS Münsingen].

2. On August 11, 2020, post office closed
5417 Untersiggenthal (canton Aargau)

[assumed by 5400 ZS Baden] [K-cancel K933 was last used on that date].
3. On August 14, 2020, the post office at 1247 Anières (canton Genève)

[assumed by 1222 Vésenez].
4. On August 21, 2020, the following post offices were closed:

2362 Montfaucon (canton Jura) [assumed by 2340 ZS Le Noirmont]
1632 Riaz (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1630 ZS Bulle]
3436 Zollbrück (canton Bern) [assumed by 3550 Langnau]

5. On August 28, 2020, the following post offices were closed:
1042 Assens (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1042 ZS Assens]
6162 Entlebuch (canton Luzern)

[assumed by 6162 ZS Entlebuch] [K-cancel K274z was last used on that date]
6900 Lugano 3 Stazione (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6900 Lugano]
2072 St-Blaise (canton Neuchâtel)

[assumed by 2074 ZS St-Marin-Epagnier] [K-cancel K491 was last used on that date
after 51 years of service]

1806 St-Légier-La Chiésaz (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1806 ZS St-Légier]
6. On September 4, 2020, the following post offices were closed:

6929 Gravesano (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6814 Lamone]
8856 Tuggen (canton Schwyz)

[assumed by 8854 ZS Siebenen] [K-cancel K1215 was last used on that date]
7. On September 5, 2020, post office closed

6930 Bedano (canton Ticino)
[assumed by 6814 Lamone] [K-cancel K1452 was last used on that date]

8. On September 14, 2020, post office closed
1635 La Tour-de-Trème (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1635 La Tour-de-Trème].

9. On September 25, 2020, the following post offices were closed:
8912 Obfelden (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8910 Affoltern a.A.]
3942 Raron (canton Valasi)

[assumed by 3940 Steg-Gampel] [K-cancel K592 was last used on that date after 47
years of service]

10. On October 2, 2020, the following post offices were closed:
1293 Bellevue (canton Genève) [assumed by 1290 Versoix]
3000 Bern 31 Freudenbergerplatz (canton Bern) [assumed by 3071 Ostermundigen]
2952 Cornol (canton Jura) [assumed by 2950 Courgenay] [K-cancel K1502 was last used on

that date].
That’s it for now.
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Postal cancels and markings on cut squares from
1920 to 1990s. Some railroad cancels on cut squares.
And about 25 post cards with like cancels all
together about one pound. $20 plus shipping or best
offer by Dec 19th.
John Kofranek jakmjos@comcast.net

Success is the only word to use for the AHPS
participation in the Spellman Museum Postal
History Symposium via Zoom, July 23–24. AHPS
members presented five different topics:
• Richard Hall – Postcards and Briefli
• Greg Galletti – League of Nations
• Bruce Marsden – Campione D’Italia
• George Struble – Swiss Airmail
• Roger Heath – Hotel Schweizerhof
Over the two evenings there were more than

75 viewer/participants which was considered a
major success for this national Zoom event.

It was disappointing that our annual conven-
tion was cancelled at Boxborough. This makes
Westpex in San Francisco April 23–25, 2021 your
next chance to get together. Plan ahead, see you
there! Check the Westpex website for updates.

Member Ad

AHPS Election & Do We Have Your Email Address for ZOOM ?

Your Editor received an email in response to
Fritz Graf’s Arosa bildpostkarten article in the
September TELL.
Albrik Wiederkehr of the Swiss Postal Sta-

tionery Collectors Society would like to inform our
members that an interesting book was published
in 2010. The title: "Die Bildpostkarten der
Schweiz 1924 - 1964, Motivhandbuch", by Dr.
Ernst Schlunegger.

It contains the pictures of all postcards issued
during this period, often with detailed descrip-
tions, including the numbers contained in the
Zumstein Ganzsachen Schweiz catalogue. There
are no prices listed in the Schlunegger catalogue,
these must be looked up in the Zumstein cata-
logue. If you are interested to acquire a copy, you
may contact Kurt Märki, Mattenweg 1, CH-5314
Kleindöttingen – email:

dokustelle@thema-briefmarken.ch.

After you receive your AHPS ballot, please re-
turn it with your annual membership renewal.
Also, this is an excellent time to add your

email address to the Society electronic member-
ship list. Make certain Dick Hall has your email
address! Receive each issue of TELL electroni-

cally as a searchable .pdf, and with the initiation
of AHPS Zoom meetings, you will receive notifica-
tions of upcoming meetings, including topics to be
presented and discussed.
Monitor your email inbox for our first Zoom

meeting in mid October!

Bildpostkarten Follow-up

Spellman Virtual Symposium

Sophie Buser Elected to
American Philatelic Society Hall of Fame

To be elected to the APS Hall of Fame nominees must have made
outstanding contributions to the advancement of national or international
philately. Ms Buser was elected this past August 12, 2020.
Sophie Buser (1902-1997 nee Junginger) was a Nassau Street stamp

dealer with her husband Eddie for 36 years and a leading promoter of the
hobby of stamp collecting in twentieth century America. Born in Switzerland,
she immigrated to the United States in 1922, married, and began to work in
her husband’s family stamp store.
She was a founder of the organization that today is the American Helvetia

Philatelic Society and served as its editor and president. In her honor as a
mentor of so many new collectors, the American Helvetia Philatelic Society
offers the Sophie Buser Memorial youth award at any U.S. show that has at
least a two-frame exhibit and an exhibitor 18 years old or younger. She was
also a founder of the Women’s Philatelic Society of New York in 1933 and
served many years as editor, on the board, and as president. The society met
at New York hotels and the Collectors Club. At its first meeting about fifty women attended – all stamp
collectors and from different occupations, including stamp dealers, nurses, doctors, teachers,
secretaries, artists, and housewives. Sophie Buser was a tireless force of energy and full of charisma.
She inspired and influenced many collectors at all levels from beginners to researchers.

https://jakmjos@comcast.net


As many of you know, I have specialized
in the Postal History of the League of Na-
tions (SdN) and International Labor Organi-
zation (BIT) for more than 40 years, and
have exhibited and written articles on the
subject. I have more recently started to focus
my attention on the individual stamps with
particular interest in identifying and docu-
menting forgeries associated with the SdN
and BIT overprinted issues between 1922–
1946. Unfortunately, forgeries of these
stamps are plentiful, in part due to their
value in comparison to the more common un-
overprinted Swiss issues that were in circu-
lation at the time, as well as the practice
common in the early 20th century of produc-
ing “copies” of stamps which could be added
to stamp packets and used as album fillers
by collectors.
I hope to add to this research as time per-

mits and hope this first article inspires you
to look through your material, make compar-
isons, and by all means contact me to share
any additional varieties you may possess. I
see this as a living study and work in
progress and invite your contributions.
So lets take a look at the First League

overprint, which was the true workhorse
having been used from the very first SdN is-
sues release around May 1922 through re-
lease of the Castles of Chillon and San Salva-
tore landscape issues in March 1942 and
September 1943. So for a little more than 20
years this was the predominant overprint
used on SdN service stamps.

Fig. 1. Small stamp sheet format.

Fig. 2. Large stamp sheet format.
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League of Nations Overprint Forgeries –
An Initial Study By Greg Galletti

Reprinted with permission from the Journal of United Nations Philatelists. August 2020.

The overprint itself was a simple three-line impression bearing the text “SOCIÉTÉ DES
NATIONS”, applied in a cliché of 50 impressions to a sheet of stamps, or as a cliché of 25 impressions
for the larger format stamps. Examples of each sheet format is presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2,
respectively.

The basic overprint generally maintained the following dimensions with some very minor variation
for inking.

SOCIÉTÉ – 13.2mm length x 1.8mm height
DES - 3.7mm length x 1.2mm height
NATIONS - 13.1mm length x 1.8 mm height

Having studied several hundred stamps of various denominations issued between 1922 and 1943, I
have classified eight (8) overprint forgery types with two (2) of these types having sub-varieties. The
chart shows each overprint variety and various characteristics for each (Figure 3). I attempted to use
both deterministic measurements as well as objective visual features to differentiate each. Again this
continues as a work in progress and I welcome your submittals and observations.
Please submit your comments and observations to me at unstampz1@gmail.com. Until next time,

Happy Collecting!

https://unstampz1@gmail.com
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Overprint
Type Genuine Type 1 Type 2 Type 2A Type 3 Type 4

SOCIÉTÉ 13.2x1.8 12.9x2.1 12.9x2.2 12.7x2.0 12.5x1.9 12.9x1.9

DES 3.7x1.2 3.9x1.4 3.6x1.1 3.4x1.1 3.4x1.1 3.6x1.0

NATIONS 13.1x1.8 12.7x2 12.5x2.2 12.5x1.8 12.4x1.7 12.9x1.9

Overall
Width 13.2 12.9 12.9 12.8 12.4 12.9

Overall
Height 6.4 6.5 6.7 6.5 6.1 6.4

S in
SOCIÉTÉ
Height

1.9 2.1 1.9 1.7 1.8 1.9

O in
SOCIÉTÉ
Height

1.7 2.1 2.1 2.0 2.0 1.8

C in
SOCIÉTÉ
Height

2.0 1.9 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.7

O in
SOCIÉTÉ
Width

2.3 1.9 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.2

T in
NATIONS
Width

1.5 1.6 1.7 1.6 1.4 1.6

S in
Nations
Center Angle

-24.7 -11.1 -16.5 -17.5 -16.9 -23.0

S in NA-
TIONS tip to
curve (W,H)

59.4 (0.3 0.6) 80.8 (0.1 0.8) 69.8 (0.2 0.5) 59.0 (0.4 0.7) 63.4 (0.3 0.6) 67.2 (0.2 0.5)

C in
SOCIÉTÉ
With Serif

Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes

E in
SOCIÉTÉ
lower 2 legs

Touching Touching Touching

E in
SOCIÉTÉ
Upper 2 legs

Not
Touching Touching Touching

Plate Flaws

Sharp consistent
lettering throughout;
SO of SOCIÉTÉ
both touching
and not touching

A & T of
NATIONS
touching;

S in NATIONS &
SOCIÉTÉ have
serif pointing
downward

Trailing line of E of
SOCIÉTÉ; first leg
of N in NATIONS
short; Overprint
skewed; O-C of

SOCIÉTÉ touching;
all arms of E in

SOCIÉTÉ touching;
S in NATIONS

slightly leaning back

Dot after I in
NATIONS;

S in NATIONS
leaning back

Dot in first E
of SOCIÉTÉ

NATIONS weak;
S in NATIONS
leaning back

(sometimes),
leg of 2nd N in

T in NATIONS
broken (sometimes)

N & S
in NATIONS
large than IO;
S in NATIONS

vertical

Fig. 3: Comparison of Genuine and Forged Overprints

All dimensions given in this table are in mm.

Not
Touching

Not
Touching

Not
Touching

Not
Touching

Not
Touching

Not
Touching
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Overprint
Type Type 5 Type 6 Type 6A Type 6B Type 7 Type 8

SOCIÉTÉ 13.2x2.0 12.9x2.1 13.4x2.0 13.6x2.2 14.0x2.4 13.4x2.0

DES 3.5x1.0 3.6x1.2 4.1x1.2 3.7x1.2 3.5x1.1 3.9x1.0

NATIONS 13.1x1.9 12.7x1.9 13.3x2.2 13.5x2.0 13.9x2.2 13.4x1.9

Overall
Width 13.2 12.8 13.4 13.6 14.0 13.4

Overall
Height 6.6 6.4 6.7 6.7 7.0 6.4
S in
SOCIÉTÉ
Height

1.9 1.9 2.0 2.0 2.2 1.9

O in
SOCIÉTÉ
Height

1.7 1.9 2.0 2.0 2.3 1.9

C in
SOCIÉTÉ
Height

1.8 1.8 1.9 2.0 2.1 1.9

O in
SOCIÉTÉ
Width

2.4 2.1 2.3 2.5 2.2 2.0

T in
NATIONS
Width

1.6 1.8 1.8 1.6 1.6 1.7

S in
Nations
Center Angle

-22.1 -26.6 -24.5 -22.2 -29.1 -21.0

S in NA-
TIONS tip to
curve (W,H)

74.6 (0.2 0.8) 80.0 (0.1 0.6) 71.6 (0.2 0.6) 48.8 (0.5 0.6) 87.5 (0.0 1.0)
2.2H

68.8 (0.2 0.6)

C in
SOCIÉTÉ
With Serif

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

E in
SOCIÉTÉ
lower 2 legs

Not touching Not touching Not touching Not touching Not touching Not touching

E in
SOCIÉTÉ
Upper 2 legs

Plate Flaws

Not touching Not touching Touching Not touching Not touching Not touching

SO slightly lower
than C in SOCIÉTÉ;
S in NATIONS

slightly leaning back

NATI in
NATIONS
Touching;

S in NATIONS
Vertical

NATI in
NATIONS
Touching;

2nd E in SOCIÉTÉ
Legs longer than
in first E;

S in NATIONS
vertical

N & S in
NATIONS same
size as TIO;

2nd E in SOCIÉTÉ
legs longer than

first E;
S in NATIONS
leaning back

S in NATIONS
large and thick
larger than TION;
2nd E in SOCIÉTÉ
lower leg thick;
S in NATIONS

vertical

First E in
SOCIÉTÉ

shorter than 2nd E;
sharp pronounced
pointed hat of T in

NATIONS;
S in NATIONS

slightly leaning back

All dimensions given in this table are in mm.
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Swiss Airmail Rates to the United States
Part II. 1939-1971: Airmail Flies Across the Atlantic

by George Struble

Part I of this series dealt with the period 1924
–1939 in which Swiss postage could pay for air-
mail within the United States. This service was
not widely used, because it did not offer much
speed-up if the mail still had to cross the Atlantic

by ship. There were attempts to chip away at the
problem: catapult service and a few Zeppelin
flights in 1936. But the capabilities of airplanes
were improving, and the world eagerly awaited
transatlantic air service.

1. First Mail-carrying Flights across the Atlantic
This was a big deal, and an important event! In 1919, John Alcock and Arthur Whitten-Brown had

made the first non-stop flight across the Atlantic, carrying 196 letters and one “letter packet,” but that
did not scale up to a viable airmail service. But by 1939, the Boeing 314 seaplane made routine transat-
lantic trips feasible. Pan American Airways bought six B-314s to use in the Atlantic and Pacific. The
first flight carrying mail from Switzerland was May 25, 1939: the Yankee Clipper flew Lisbon – Horta
(Azores) – New York. The route originated in Marseille; another plane carried the mail from Marseille
to Lisbon. The B-314 arrived in New York May 27.
The airmail surcharge for this service was 50 Rp. for each five grams. That included air transit from

Marseille to Lisbon and air transit within the United States. Fig. 1 is one of the covers flown on the
inaugural flight.
This was followed on June 30, 1939 by the inauguration of service – also by a Pan American B-314

– from Southampton to New York, via Shannon, Ireland; Botwood, Newfoundland; and Shediac, New
Brunswick. The first flight arrived in New York on July 1. The airmail surcharge for this route was the
same as from Marseille. Flights from Marseille were every Sunday; flights from Southampton every
Wednesday. For several weeks in August and September, Imperial Air Lines also made similar flights
on Saturdays, also using a B-314. Why both routes? Passengers! The planes were handsomely equipped,
service was first class, and passage was very expensive! Fig. 2 shows a registered cover flown on the
inaugural flight from Southampton.

Fig.1. First flight Marseille to New York May 25, 1939.
Postage: base rate 30 Rp., airmail surcharge 50 Rp.

Fig. 2. First flight Southampton to New York June 30,
1939. Postage: base rate 30 Rp., airmail surcharge for 10
grams 2 x 50 = 100 Rp., registration 30 Rp.

This service was used! It offered a real time savings, and was moderately priced. Fig. 3 shows a 32-
gram cover, and Fig. 4 a 20-gram cover that also paid for Express mail – which translates to Special
Delivery on this side of the Atlantic.
The airmail surcharge of 50 Rp. per 5 grams remained until December 31, 1939. By that time, routes

had to be modified; the Marseille route became train to Rome and a flight from there to Lisbon. Air
service Basel to London continued to connect to the flights from Southampton.



16 TELL November 2020

Fig. 3. A 32-gram cover Zürich to Chicago 18 Nov-
ember, 1939. Postage: base rate for up to 40 grams
50 Rp., airmail surcharge 7 x 50 = 350 Rp. for a total
of CHF 4.00

Fig. 5. A 20-gram registered cover Locarno to
New York. Postage: base rate 30 Rp.,
registration 30 Rp., airmail surcharge 4 x 60 =
240 Rp.

Fig. 6. October 22, 1940 cover Basel to New
York, paying for air transport only Rome to
Lisbon. Postage: Base rate 30 Rp., special
airmail surcharge 10 Rp.

Fig. 4. A 17-gram Express cover Zürich to New York.
Postage: Base rate 30 Rp., airmail surcharge 4 x 50 =
200 Rp., express 60 Rp.; total postage CHF 2.90.
Mailed 27 October, 1939, arrived New York 10 Nov-
ember. Wartime likely slowed the mail – some mail
much more than this!

2. First Mail-Carrying
Flights across the Atlantic

The airmail surcharge rose from 50
Rp. per five grams to 60 Rp. on January
1, 1940, and to 70 Rp. on March 1, 1941.
This was a fascinating time for postal
historians, with frequent and sometimes
poorly-documented route changes, and
censorship applied in several places.
Chuck LaBlonde has documented the era
far better than I can, and anyway, this
study is about postal rates, so I will
pretty much stick to illustrating the
rates.
Fig. 5 shows a 20 gram registered

cover mailed from Locarno to New York
July 17, 1941. It is an unusual single
franking of a 3 franc stamp.
Fig. 6 shows a cover intended to go by

ship, the Excambion, from Lisbon to New
York. Getting it to Lisbon was a problem;
a shortage of rail cars backed up mail
and other freight to Lisbon. To compen-
sate, Switzerland established a special
airmail surcharge of 10 Rp. for mail to be
transported by air from Rome to Lisbon.
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Fig. 7. 5-gram cover Zürich to Moscow, Idaho
December 31, the last day of the 70-rappen
airmail surcharge. It is franked with official
stamps.
Fig. 8. 10-gram registered, express cover to
President Harry Truman. Postage: base rate 30
Rp., airmail surcharge 2 x 70 = 140 Rp.,
registration 30 Rp., express 60 Rp., for a total of
CHF 2.60.
Fig. 9. 30-gram registered cover April 26, 1946
Zürich to New York. Postage: base rate for up to
40 grams 50 Rp., registration 30 Rp., airmail
surcharge 6 x 70 = 420 Rp.

This cover took advantage, and was carried
by train from Chiasso 2 to Rome
by air – Ala Littoria – from Rome to Lisbon
by ship Excambion from Lisbon to New York.

It is correctly franked:
Base rate 30 Rp.
Special airmail surcharge Rome to Lisbon 10 Rp.

This special rate was in effect from
June 22, 1940, maybe through 1941; the
Swiss postal bulletins were pretty good
about announcing when something started,
but the endings not so much. Though this
route via Rome to Lisbon was heavily used,
we seldom see covers with this 10-rappen
rate, since covers sent by air across the At-
lantic were exempted from it.

Many 5-gram covers exist between
March 1941 and the end of 1946, with
franking 30 Rp. base rate plus 70 Rp. for
the airmail surcharge, for a total of one
franc. Fig. 7 is a last-day-of-rate cover with
this franking, somewhat special because it
was official correspondence – we don’t know
from what agency or department – using of-
ficial stamps.
Fig. 8 was sent on May 3, 1945, regis-

tered and express, addressed to “Mister
Harry Truman, President of the United
States.” It arrived in New York on May 17.
There is an unreadable Washington back-
stamp, but a penciled notation that it was
forwarded to the State Department May
19. The notation “This letter is written in
English” was meant to reduce delays in
possible censorship. This cover was not cen-
sored. Chuck LaBlonde believed that some
mail to the U.S. went through France to
Southampton, by rail to Poole, then flying
boat to Foynes, Ireland, then by air to New
York, in closed sacks, avoiding censorship.
The registered 30-gram cover of Fig. 9 is

a single franking of a five-franc stamp. Not
easy to achieve.
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www.davidfeldman.com

Our next auction sale will be held from December 1st to 5th
in Geneva. Featuring a general worldwide sale, specialized
collections and including Switzerland mainly with classic
material.

AnAttractive Section of Switzerland

Fig. 10. Surface-rate letter from Meiringen to Georgia 24 October, 1945.
Postage: base rate 30 Rp. The 6 cents U.S. airmail envelope was
irrelevant – until possibly New York to Georgia. Note that the 6-cent U.S.
indicium was not canceled anywhere.

The cover in Fig. 10 is not really
an airmail cover, though it is an air-
mail stamped envelope. Lt. Col.
Glattner was used to sending his
mail from his military base – proba-
bly in Germany – from which his 6-
cent airmail envelope and APO ad-
dress carried his mail by air to any-
where in the U.S. So that’s the kind
of envelope he had. But he was vis-
iting Meiringen, Switzerland. Oops;
here he needed Swiss postage. He
added the minimum 30 Rp. It would
seem that his airmail envelope
should at least have bought airmail
from New York to Georgia; no mark-
ings tell us whether it did.

On January 1, 1947, the air-
mail surcharge for each five grams
was reduced dramatically from 70 to
40 Rp., to stay there until May 31, 1952. The rate dropped again on June 1, 1952 to 30 Rp., but only
until the end of the year. On January 1, 1953, the rate dropped once more to 25 Rp., where it remained
until June 31, 1971. Table 1 shows the airmail surcharge to the United States from 1939 to 1971. Table
2 shows the base rates for letters, post cards, and printed matter, as well as registration, express, and
AR fees in the same period.

Table 1. Airmail Surcharges to the U.S. July 1, 1939 to June 30, 1971

Letters and Post cards Illustrated in Fig.

July 1, 1939 – December 1, 1939 50 Rp. per 5 grams 1, 2, 3, 4

January 1, 1940 – February 28, 1941 60 Rp. per 5 grams 5

March 1, 1941 – December 31, 1946 70 Rp. per 5 grams 7, 8, 9

January 1, 1947 – May 31, 1952 40 Rp. per 5 grams 11, 12, 13, 14

June 1, 1952 – December 31, 1952 30 Rp. per 5 grams 15

January 1, 1953 – June 30, 1971 25 Rp. per 5 grams 17, 18, 19, 20

From March 1, 1947, these rates also applied to each 20 grams of printed matter. Before
that, there was no airmail rate for printed matter.
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Fig. 11. Post card Brissago to New Jersey March 26, 1947,
registered and with AR service. Postage: post card base rate 20 Rp.,
airmail surcharge for 7 grams 2 x 40 = 80 Rp., registration 30 Rp.,
AR 40 Rp. Transit time was three days.

Fig. 12. 14-gram letter Zürich to New York October 14, 1951.
Postage base rate 40 Rp., airmail surcharge 3 x 40 = 120 Rp.

Table 2. Base (Surface) Rates and Other Services

Letters Postcards Printed Matter Registration Express Avis de
Reception

July 1, 1939 –
February 28, 1948

30 Rp./20gm
20 Rp add’l 20gm 20 Rp 5 Rp./ 50gm 30 Rp. 60 Rp. 40 Rp.

March 1, 1948 –
March 31, 1959

40 Rp./20gm
25Rp. add’l 20gm 25 Rp. 10Rp./50gm 40 Rp. 80 Rp. “

April 1, 1959 –
December 31, 1965

50 Rp./20gm
30Rp. add’l 20gm 30 Rp. “ 50 Rp. “ 60 Rp.

January 1, 1966 –
June 30, 1971

“
–

20 Rp./50gm
10Rp. add’l 50gm 70 Rp. 120 Rp. “

For a post card, Fig. 11 has an unus-
ual array of additional services. It is reg-
istered. The sender also paid for Avis de
réception – in German, Aufpreis Rück-
schein, AR for short, and “return receipt”
to us. This service is not often used, espe-
cially on a post card. The airmail sur-
charge for post cards was always the
same as for letters.
Fig. 12 shows a 14-gram cover sport-

ing a LUNABA sheet. And Fig. 13 is a 45-
gram registered cover
The reductions in the airmail sur-

charge changed attitudes. Instead of
thinking of airmail as so expensive that
you would use it only on special corres-
pondence for the lightest contents, people
became willing to use it more routinely,
and for heavier letters and documents.
Fig. 14 is a 160-gram registered cover
mailed July 14, 1951. I am sure this enve-
lope contained a contract or similar ur-
gent business document that justified the
postage of CHF 15.35. The confidence in
the postal system was rewarded; back-
stamps show arrival in New York on July
16.
Because I am illustrating the postage

rates, almost all the covers I show are
franked with the correct postage. Not ev-
eryone knew the rates, or judged the
weight of their letters accurately when
they were affixing the stamps. The
sender of this letter of Fig. 15 did not take
into account that the base rate would be
65 rappen because the letter was 21
grams. The letter was therefore marked
postage due 25 Rp., which was converted
to 9 cents in New York, and was paid by
the recipient in Michigan. The postage
due marked was not double the delin-
quency. Most under-franked covers to the
U.S. do not show evidence of payment of
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postage due, perhaps because the postal
clerks in the U.S. did not know what the
delinquent amount was.

Even Swiss postal clerks can make a
mistake. The letter of Fig. 16 was sent as
a surface letter. Yes, it used an airmail
envelope, but stuck stamps over the “VIA
AIR MAIL” printed on the envelope. The
postal clerks in Curio understood. The
letter was properly franked as a regist-

ered letter to go by ship. Sometime later, someone
handling the letter just saw the red and blue bor-
der and routed the letter by airmail. As mistakes
go, about as harmless as you can imagine. Mailed
October 18, 1952, it arrived in Madison, Wiscon-
sin on October 21. The cover in Fig. 17 was mailed
on Christmas Eve 1954 at the printed matter
rate. The base rate for printed matter was 10 Rp.
for up to 50 grams; the airmail surcharge was 25
Rp. for up to 20 grams. The letter was not marked
as printed matter, but was unsealed. Similarly,

Fig. 13. 45-gram cover Luzern to New York July
22, 1949. Postage: base rate 40 Rp. for the first
20 grams, 2 x 25 = 50 Rp. for up to 60 grams,
registration 40 Rp., airmail surcharge 9 x 40 =
360 Rp. for a total of CHF 4.90.

Fig. 14. 160-gram cover Zürich to New York
July 14, 1951. Postage: base rate 40 + 7 x 25
Rp. = CHF 2.15, airmail surcharge 32 x 40 Rp.
= CHF 12.80; and registration 40 Rp. Arrived
New York July 16.

Fig. 15. 21-gram letter Montreux to Harbert, Michigan
August 20, 1952. Postage base rate for 21 grams 65 Rp.,
airmail surcharge 5 x 30 = 150 Rp. for a total postage of
215 Rp. Postage on the letter was 190 Rp., so postage
due was 25 Rp., converted to 9 cents.

Fig. 16. Letter October 18, 1952 intended to go by ship.
Postage base rate for up to 20 grams 40 Rp., registration
40 Rp. It was flown anyway.
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Fig. 17. Unsealed letter mailed Christmas Eve
1954 as printed matter. Postage: base printed
matter rate 10 Rp., airmail surcharge (printed
matter for up to 20 grams) 25 Rp.

Fig. 18. Mailed as printed matter June 28, 1968. Postage: base
printed matter rate 20 Rp., airmail surcharge 25 Rp.

Fig 19. 75-gram registered and express cover
Huttwil to Los Angeles October 17, 1958.
Postage: base rate 61-80 grams 115 Rp.,
registration 40 Rp., express 80 Rp., airmail
surcharge 15 x 25 = 375 Rp.
Total of CHF 6.10.

Fig. 20. Postal card mailed December 2, 1970
from Zürich to Rockville, Maryland. Postage: post
card base rate 30 Rp., airmail surcharge 25 Rp.
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terhorn, with two edelweiss in the edges! Fig. 18 was also sent as printed matter; when this letter was
mailed in 1968, the base printed matter rate had risen to 20 rappen.
Fig. 19 is another example of higher-

weight letters sent with the new lower
rates. The contents were undoubtedly le-
gal documents, supporting some trans-
action that was time-sensitive. So of
course the notary sent it by airmail even
though it was almost 75 grams – and un-
derscoring its importance, sent it regis-
tered and express too.
We close this section with another

post card, Fig. 20, an uprated postal card
in 1970. As always, the airmail sur-
charge of 25 rappen was the same as for
a letter.

as the older among us remember, we
used to send our Christmas cards un-
sealed with a 1½-cent Martha Washing-
ton. Admire the cancel: Zermatt am Mat-
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My Favorite Stampless Cover

Gotthard Base Tunnel

by Daniel Wenger
This article was published in the Rhône Philatélie in June 2020; it is reprinted here with the gracious permission of
Rhône Philatélie and the author. Translation is by deepL.com, monitored by George Struble.

In 1786 the Fischer family of Berne had concluded a postal contract with France for the transit of
mail. In 1803, they lost the postal service of the Canton of Vaud, but kept their office in Pontarlier.
Letters to Vaud, Geneva and Valais were then delivered to the people of Vaud. Letters to the rest of
Switzerland were sent by the Fischer family via Neuchâtel. At the end of 1806, the Fischer family also
lost the postal service in Neuchâtel and closed their office in Pontarlier. However, the contract with

France remained in force. The post of-
fices in the Canton of Vaud and Neuchâ-
tel exchanged their mail in Pontarlier.
The letter illustrated took an un-

usual route. Written in Vallorbe in 1809
and intended for a company in La
Chaux-de-Fonds, this letter was given
to the Vaudois postman, who went to
Pontarlier to take and collect French
mail.
At the Pontarlier post office, the

handwritten postage of 7 Kreutzer,
which was wrongly charged since the
letter was not addressed to France, was
crossed out by two strokes (by hand).
The passage through the French office
is documented by the stamp "24 Pontar-
lier" (in black, on two lines).

The letter was delivered to the post office in Neuchâtel, which, like its counterpart in Vaud, would
deliver and collect its letters from and to France in Pontarlier. The addressee in La Chaux-de-Fonds
paid the postage of 10 Kreutzer (hand number in red). The charge of 4 Kreutzer (hand in black) was the
partial charge for the Vaud route. Normally, a letter from the Canton of Vaud addressed to Neuchâtel
made the journey via Yverdon.

© AlpTransit Gotthard AG

As a followup to Dick Hall’s column last issue
I read with interest some facts about this new en-
gineering project.
The tunnel system is the core of the main

north-south route from the heartland of indus-
trial Europe starting in Rotterdam and continu-
ing to Genoa. It is projected rail will replace
800,000 journeys by Heavy Goods Vehicles per

year through the Alps. They have already
dropped from a high of 1.4 million in 2001 to
900,000 in 2019. The plan is to reduce the jour-
neys to a maximum of 650,00 per year. Core ele-
ments of this system include the Lötschberg Base
Tunnel [34.6km], Gotthard Base Tunnel [57.1km]
and the Ceneri Base Tunnel [15.4km]. A far cry
from the Gotthard postal coaches of the 1800’s!
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