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Good to Know!  The 

Adhesive (Gum) during 

the Period 1908-1940  
by Werner Gattiker  

This article was published in August 2012 in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and is reprinted here with 
the gracious permission of the Helvetia Philatelic Society and the author. 

 Stamps in the designs of Helvetia bust, Helvetia with Sword, William Tell bust and Tell’s Boy 

spanned a 32 year period which included the First World War and the 1930s Depression, when raw 

materials were not always readily available.  The gum on stamps of that period is, therefore, not uniform 

but can vary from mat to glossy, from smooth to crackly and from toned to white, quite apart from the 

deliberate change from “ordinary” to “grilled” gum in the 1930s.  Collectors of mint stamps should bear this 

in mind and make allowances.   

 At various periods the gum on these stamps shows a peculiar diagonal crackling; this can occur on 

both “ordinary” and “grilled” papers.  It can make the detection of grilled gum tricky, and you should 

beware of mistaking this gum-crackling (usually in diagonal lines) with grilled gum, where the pin 

indentations are arranged in horizontal and vertical lines.  But as mentioned, the crackled gum can 

coincide with grilling of the gum!  A good magnifying glass (x8 or x10) will help to pick out the presence or 

absence of grilling on crackled gum stamps. 
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This is the last of Werner Gattiker’s excellent 

“Good to Know!” columns from the Helvetia 

Philatelic Society Bulletin that we have been 

reprinting in TELL.  I am grateful both to 

Werner and to the HPS for the permission to 

publish these reprints. – Ed. 

 

INDYPEX: We hope to see lots of AHPS members at INDYPEX on October 4-6.  See the May and July TELLs, and 

website http://www.indianastampclub.org/indy.html for more details.  Reminders to those coming: tell Bob Zeigler, 

rzeigler@zcklaw.com that you are coming to the Friday evening dinner.  Also tell him if you plan to present something 

at our seminar/show and tell on Saturday afternoon.  And bring material for the swap session Sunday morning. 

  

http://www.indianastampclub.org/indy.html
mailto:rzeigler@zcklaw.com
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Auction News  
The Roelli September 12-13 auction will include 

over 2800 lots.  Some highlights: 

 Covers within the border districts of Switzer-

land, Germany and Austria 

 Hotelpost with 40 lots, of which are some rare 

Hotelpost stamps on cover 

 Soldier stamps: a collection with rare stamps 

and proofs  

 Covers of the 19th century to rare destinations 

such as China, the Philippines, Chile and Aus-

tralia 

 Postal forms and money orders: one of the best 

documented collections 

 You can view the catalog – and bid! – at 

www.roelliphila.ch.   

 Submit Swiss auction news to the editor by 

October 1 for the November TELL. 

What Else is Going On? 
by George Struble  

The Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter pub-

lished by our British cousins reports electrifying 

news on a blue Rayon II stamp that apparently no 

one had noticed for at least a century!  As you all 

know, Rayon I 

stamps area blue, 

and Rayon II 

stamps are yel-

low.  But this 

stamp was 

mounted in the 

Tapling Collec-

tion by Sir Ed-

ward Denny 

Bacon in 1899 

and given to the 

British Library.  

The stamp is 

mounted with a 

bunch of Rayon I 

stamps, so doesn’t stand out; you have to look 

closely.  Correspondence with Antoine Clavel and 

Kurt Kimmel in Switzerland yields the tentative 

conclusion that this was a color proof, also a can-

cellation proof since it carries a grill cancel like 

lots of other used stamps.  This cries out for exam-

ination by a Swiss expert, but terms of the gift to 

the British Library forbid that it leave the premis-

es, let alone the country! 

 A small update to the article by Hugo 

Ruoss (page 7 and 23 of the July TELL about ex-

perts’ errors on certificates.  Gene Fricks informs 

us that the signature on the erroneous Philatelic 

Flundation certificate is by Louis Grunin, who was 

acting chairman of the Foundation at the time.  

Grunin was known for his U.S. collections but was 

not a Swiss collector.  He signed the certificate as 

chief administrator.  We don’t know, and won’t 

know, what expert in the Foundation made the 

incorrect determination. 

  Many of us are interested in news of Swit-

zerland in addition to philatelic news.  We learn 

that recently the Swiss Air Force aerial display 

team was supposed to do a fly-over at a commemo-

ration in Langenbruck (Oskar Bider’s home town) 

of the 1919 beginning of Swiss airmail service.  

But they missed Langenbruck by about four kilo-

meters and buzzed a yodeling festival instead!  It 

turns out that those planes – though superb for 

the aerial displays in formation they are famous 

for – are a few decades old, and lack modern navi-

gation equipment like GPS.  (Continued on page 8) 

 

Your November TELL may be late.  We must in-

clude reports from INDYPEX.  Also, the Novem-

ber TELL will be done collaboratively by Roger 

Heath, who will be your new editor, and me.  

Thank you in advance for your patience! – Ed. 
  

Massive clean and fresh collection of PTT FDC collec-

tion sheets from #376-788 (1986-2011) and PTT FDC 

booklets from #51-634 (1963-2011) contained in 10 

deluxe SAFE binders. Appears to be a complete run 

with nearly 1,000 items including premium items like 

the Embroidery and Wooden stamps. Offered at a small 

fraction of original face value at $350 plus shipping, or 

examine and pickup at Indypex, or without the binders 

for $350 postpaid (US).  Save this Swiss collection from 

being broken up for the topicalists! 

Bruce Marsden – mail@brucemarsden.com 

  

 

http://www.roelliphila.ch/
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Jean de Sperati – Forger or Artist? 
by Roberto Lopez 

This article was published in Rhône Philatélie in September 2018.  It is reprinted here with the gracious 
permission of Rhône Philatélie and the author. 

 

Giovanni Desparati, better known under the name Jean de 

Sperati, was born on 14 October 1884 in Pisa in Tuscany.  He 

probably inherited his business sense from his father, who was an 

accountant in a factory.  His mother and both of his brothers, one 

of whom was a photographer, ran a stamp shop called "La Borsa 

Filatelica Toscana".  The stamps of course were all forgeries. 

 

 He acquired his knowledge of paper from his cousin, who worked in 

a paper mill.  All elements were combined to start a brand production: the 

philatelic knowledge, the knowledge of photography, knowledge of paper 

and chemistry. 

After a police investigation, the Desparati family had to move 

hastily to Lucques, Pisa and Turin, then definitively leave Italy and 

settle in Frankfurt. 

 It was not until 1909 that Giovanni Desparati "frenchified" his identity to Jean de Sperati.  Despite 

the family affair with forgeries, he continued on the same path and became the absolute master forger.  

Even the experts could not identify his counterfeits and certified his stamps as genuine. 

 

A forgery of the Poste Locale (Z. no. 14) with a devilishly good imitation 

of the 35th stamp of the sheet 

 The "Philately of'art," as Jean de Sperati called his activity, main-

ly used the collotype technique.  This enabled him to apply his knowledge 

of photography and printing and to reproduce it by means of lithography 

and gravure printing.  Sometimes he used original paper from sheet 

margins.  He also used paper from stamps of little value. 

 To remain as discreet as possible, he moved with his wife, whom 

he had married in 1914, and his daughter, who had been born in 1924, to 

Aix-le-Bains in the Savoy region in 1930. 

 During the Second World War, Jean de Sperati was not without 

work, as there 

were still cus-

tomers who 

wanted to ac-

quire valuable 

stamps.  Stamps 

were easier to 

hide than other 

valuable works 

of art. 

 In 1942 his business was blown up after 

sending a package of fake rare German stamps to 

Lisbon.  The French customs had confiscated the 

parcel and accused him of tax fraud.  The tax eva-

 
A forgery of the Poste Locale 
(Zumstein 14) imitating position 35, a 
“devilish piece”  

 

 
A breathtaking pair of Ortspost (Zumstein 13, the 37th and 38th 
stamps of a sheet) 
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sion was explained by the failure to state the actual value of the stamps.  He thought that he could defend 

himself by confessing that they were counterfeits.  Irony of fate: The criminologist Edmond Locard con-

firmed in a report dated 4 January 1944 that the stamps were all genuine and had a value of 223,400 

French francs.  He thus became the victim of his own success. 

 Jean de Sperati presented to the court the evidence of his technique, to prevent the fines that would 

ruin him.  He was acquitted of the tax fraud and, despite everything, had to pay a fine for harassing the 

customs officers.  It was not until 1952, at the age of 68, that he was sentenced to two years in prison for 

fraud, which he would be spared by age. 

 In 1954, the British Philatelic Association (BPA) 

bought all the material from Jean de Sperati.  He signed 

this material himself before selling it.  This included sam-

ples, a considerable stock of stamps, and production materi-

al.  One part was destroyed and another part sold to 

members of the BPA and Royal Philatelic Society London. 

 Wanted items are three leather al-

bums in which the master counterfeiter 

presented his stamps to potential buyers.  

Jean de Sperati's works can still be found 

in the philatelic market today. 

 When he sold his works in 1954, he 

had to promise to stop his fraudulent activity.  He gave his word, but did he really stop? 

 Jean de Sperati wanted to pass on his knowledge and 

wrote two books, of which only one was published: "La philatelie sans experts", 

in 1946 with 124 pages.  The second, "La methode complete de la philatelie 

d'art" remained in the design stage.  There are single copies and copies of 

them. 

 Jean de Sperati died on 27 April 1957 at the age of 73 in Aix-les-Bains.  

His works are still present in the philatelic world, a world that, with his 

knowledge and skill, he regularly shook. 

 On the internet and especially in Wikipedia you can find a list showing 

that Jean de Sperati is not the only forger of his time.  The list includes names 

such as “the Spiro brothers”, Rainer Blum, Sigmund Friedl, Georges Foure, 

François Fournier, Madame Joseph, Louis-Henri Mercier (Henri Goegg), 

Erasmo Oneglia, Angelo Panelli, Lucian Smeets, Harold Treherne or Peter 

Winter. 

Finally, I will show you the cantonal stamps, the "Zurich 6" (Zst. Nr. 2): 

By the way: Have you had your expen-

sive stamps expertised? The possibility that you 

might find a Jean de Sperati stamp in your col-

lection can hardly be excluded ... 

 

 

Bibliography 

La philatelie sans experts, Jean de Sperati, 1946. 

The Work of Jean de Sperati, Robson Lowe and Carl Walake, 1955-1956. 

“Jean de Sperati, le faussaire qui defia les experts”, Georges Bartoli, published in Timbroscopie n°115, Ju-

ly-August 1994, pages 50-55. 

“Sperati: aujourd'hui, ses faux se collectionnent comme tels ... “, Timbroscopie n°116, September 1994, pag-

es 50-55.    (Continued on page 6) 

 

 
Geneva Large 
Eagle 

   
1851 Poste Locale of the Canton of Geneva, the 
Neuchatel (Zumstein 11) signed on the back by 
Jean de Sperati 
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New information  

about Tübli No 21, 22 h and 24 h Envelopes 
by Florian Domenjoz 

This article was published in Ganzsachensammler No. 120, November 2018, and is reprinted here with the 
gracious permission of Ganzsachensammler and the author.  The translation is mostly by deepL software. 

 On the 22 h and 24 h envelopes, the 10 cts value indicium is on a tab on the back and not on the 

front top right. This is not a printing error.  According to Decision No. 88 of the Post Office Directorate of 

March 18, 1876, two companies were granted permission to have envelopes delivered with the value indici-

um printed on the back. 

 The 2009 Zumstein catalogue (p.32) and the new brochure issued on the occasion of the 150th anni-

versary of the Tübli envelopes (p.82) mention that : 

 The company BALLY had ordered 500 copies of the No. 22 h (10 cts large format of 1874/76) at the 

same time as 

 The company LE COULTRE, which also ordered 500 copies of the No. 22 h. It is also mentioned 

that LE COULTRE had also ordered 1500 copies of the small format No 24 h. 

In my opinion, these statements are partially inaccurate: 

 No copy of BALLY No 22 h has been found so far, and only one LE COULTRE copy, sent from 

Avenches to Neuchatel (Fig. 1). 

 No copy of LE COULTRE No 24 h has been found so far, and only a few BALLY copies. 

 In 2010 the Rölli company put on sale under 

No. 2302 a Tübli 24 h (Fig. 2), sent by Bally, with a 

backstamp AUSSERSIHL 10 VIII 76 X and an 

EBIKON arrival cancel on the front.  During the 

same sale under No. 2301 was offered a mint Tübli 

24 h.  Apparently they are the illustrations on page 

83 of the pamphlet published on the occasion of the 

150th anniversary of the Tübli.  In my opinion, the 

stamp does not show that it is an envelope sent by 

LE COULTRE to Avenches. 

 And under No 2303 a Tübli 26 h (does not exist?), apparently a 22 h (Fig. 1) of LE COULTRE, with 

an AVENCHES 24 VI 78 XII backstamp and a NEUCHATEL arrival cancel on the front. 

 
Fig. 3.  Envelope 24 h, SCHÖNENWERD 26 X 76 cancel 

 
Fig. 2.  Envelope 24 h with AISSERSIHL 10 VIII 76 X- cancel 

 
Fig. 1.  Envelope 22 h, with AVENCHES 24 VI 78 XII cancel 
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 In 2013, 2015 and 2018 David Feldman put up for sale under No. 30845 and respectively 1218 and 

810 a 24 h envelope (Fig. 3) with a SCHÖNENWERD 26 X 76 cancel on the address side next to the ad-

dress of the recipient Sieber Waser and a blue BALLY stamp. A short time ago this envelope came into my 

possession. 

 A mint 24 h envelope was also put up for sale 

under No. 30846 or 1219. 

 Harlan F. Stone, a well-known philatelist 

from the United States, had spotted another 24 h 

(Fig. 4) in his collection with a SCHÖNENWERD 8 

VI 76 cancel addressed to A. Rumpf, Zurich. He as-

sumed that LE COULTRE had also shared the 1500 

copies of the 24 h printing with Bally (David Feld-

man Catalogue 2015 p.205). 

 Another 24 h envelope (Fig. 5) is in my pos-

session with a SCHÖNENWERD 20 XII 76 cancel on 

the front and back, addressed to the company Orell Füssli in Zurich with a ZURICH 20 XII 76-3 arrival 

cancellation on the back. It is the only Tübli 24 h known with the address on the front of the envelope and 

the value indicium on the back. 

 For confirmation and advice I recently submitted my conclusions to the honorary member of the 

SSCEP, Mr. Georges Schild, an expert in the field.  He replied that all the conclusions I had made must 

have been right. 

 Several discoveries are still needed to complete and correct with certainty the information in the 

pamphlets mentioned above. I thank in advance the person or persons who could provide them to me. 

 A small correction for the new booklet published in 2017.  On page 62 it should be read that all 

known envelopes No. 21 were mailed in postal district II and not I. 

 

Jean de Sperati – Forger or Artist? 
(Continued from page 4) 

“Jean de Sperati, l'homme qui copiait les timbres”, Lucette Blanc-Girardet, Edition Pachaft, 2003 (ISBN 

2951969104 ).  

“Wer war Jean de Sperati? Mehr Kunst!er als Falscher”; Michael Burzan, Deutsche Briefmarken-Zeitung 

Nr. 5, Februar 2015, p. 18-22. 

“Jean de Sperati: Master Forger”, Peter A. Robertson, Focus on Forgeries, p. 21-36. 

“Echt oder falsch?”, Wolfgang Maassen, Schwalmtal 2003, p. 151-161. 

http://www.pro-philatelie.info/faelschungen/ sperati/ sperati.html 

http:/ /www.glenstephens.com/sperati.html 

 

 
Fig. 5.  Envelope 24 h, SCHÖNENWERD 20 XII 76 cancel 

 
Fig. 4.  Envelope 24 h, SCHÖNENWERD 8 VI 76 cancel 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall C.Ph.H.  

 A disturbing article by Jakob Kubli appeared in the April 2019 Berner Briefmarken Zeitung. He 

bemoans the disappearance of K-cancels as the smaller post offices are closed. He contrasts the number of 

K-cancels in use in 1990 –1260 –with the number at the beginning of this year – 78. But a more disturbing 

occurrence is a new policy of the Swiss Post, in effect since March of this year: post offices may accept mail 

but they are not to cancel it. Cancelling of mail is now done at one of the three letter centers. Cancelling at 

a sorting center means that the postal customer has no proof in a legal case as to when the postal item was 

mailed. If the postal customer requires a confirmation of posting of a consignment, he must register it. It is 

possible to have items cancelled by hand in a local post office. Hand-stamped items are then placed in a 

special box and processed in a separate line in the processing center. This is to ensure that the items do not 

receive any additional cancellations. The obvious result of this new procedure is that it will become very 

difficult to find examples of local postmarks. 

 If any of our Swiss members can amplify or comment on Herr Kubli’s article, please let me know so 

I can pass it on to our members. 

 

 The following is paraphrased from a couple of Swiss Post announcements.  

   Another interesting change introduced by Swiss Post on May 6, 2019. Customers 

can hand in and receive parcels at around 300 selected Migros [grocery stores] 

branches throughout Switzerland. The new service makes it even easier to combine 

grocery purchases and postal services. 

   More and more people are shopping on the Internet. As a result, the number of 

parcels sent by Swiss Post is rising steadily. In 2018, it delivered 138 million parcels, 

6.7% more than in the previous year. Customers also want to send and receive their 

parcels regardless of time and place. Swiss Post is responding to this need together 

with Migros. Swiss Post's new service is integrated into Migros' nationwide PickMup 

offer. However, Migros is not the only one to offer this service, two associated stores, 

Denner and Migrolino, are also included.  

   What is PickMup? PickMup is the practical and free parcel delivery service from 

Migros, Migrolino, or Ex Libris. You can conveniently make your online purchases 

from any of several on-line vendors (think Amazon) in Switzerland and pick them up 

at the PickMup location near you. For example, you can order online from Digitec, 

Micasa or LeShop and collect your purchases from a selected Migros, Migrolino or Ex 

Libris store. The security of your orders is guaranteed by us until the time of your col-

lection. You have up to 14 days to pick up your parcel. And returns can be made at 

your PickMup location free of charge. 

 

 Here’s the long list of post office closings and the demise of several more K-cancels. 

First two additions from Swiss Post: 

1. On March 29, 2019, the post office at 5707 Seengen (canton Aargau) was closed 

  [assumed by 5707 Seengen]. 

2. On April 25, 2019, the post office at 8024 Zürich Rämistrasse (canton Zürich) was closed  

 [assumed by 8032 Zürich Neumünster] 

Now for more recent changes. 

3. On June 4, 2019, the post office at 1483 Montet (Broye) (canton Fribourg) was closed  

 [assumed by 1532 Fétigny] 

4. On June 7, 2019, the following post offices were closed: 

 6208 Oberkirch (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6210 Sursee]  

  [K-cancel K1081 was last used on that date] 
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 8716 Schmerikon (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 8716 Schmerikon]  

  [K-cancel K338a was last used on that date after almost 51 years of service] 

5. On June 11, 2019, the following post offices were closed: 

 1338 Ballaigues (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1337 Vallorbe] 

 8280 Kreuzlingen 2 Hirschenplatz (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8274 Tägerwilen]  

  [K-cancel K512 was last used on that date after almost 50 years of service] 

6. On June 14, 2019, the post office at 3315 Bätterkinden (canton Bern) was closed 

  [assumed by 3427 Utzenstorf] 

7. On June 19, 2019, the post office at 9015 St. Gallen 15 Winkeln (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 9014 St. Gallen 14 Bruggen] 

8. On June 28, 2019, the following post offices were closed: 

 2944 Bonfol (canton Jura) [assumed by 2900 Porrentruy] 

   [K-cancel K1147 was last used on that date ] 

 1740 Neyruz (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1746 Prez-vers-Noréaz]  

  [K-cancel K1168 was last used on that date] 

 1852 Roche (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1860 Aigle] [K-cancel K1139 was last used on that  

 date] This closing was evidently cancelled; a note in the August PhilaNews says “remains in  

 operation until further notice”.] 

9. On June 29, 2019, the post office at 1123 Aclens (canton Vaud) was closed 

 [assumed by 1110 Lonay] 

10. On July 6, 2019, the post office at 3629 Kiesen (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 3672 Oberdiessbach] [K-cancel K652a was last used on that date] 

11. On July 12, 2019, the post office at 4717 Mümliswil (canton Solothurn) was closed  

 [assumed by 4717 Mümliswil] [K-cancel K1480 was last used on that date] 

12. On July 26, 2019, the post office at 3225 Müntschemier (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 3232 Ins] 

13. On August 16, 2019, the post office at 2738 Court (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 2732 Reconvilier] 

14. On August 24, 2019, the post office at 5212 Hausen (canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 5200 Brugg] 

15. On August 30, 2019, the following post offices were closed: 

 2500 Biel/Bienne 4 Gurzelen (canton Bern) [assumed by 2500 Biel/Bienne 25; ? typo for 2?] 

 1805 Jongny (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1800 Vevey]  

  [K-cancel K572 was last used on that date after 48 years of service] 

 3113 Rubigen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3110 Münsingen] 

16. On August 31, 2019, the post office at 6746 Lavorgo (canton Ticino) was closed 

  [assumed by 6780 Airolo] 

 

That’s it for this installment.  Send me your questions and I’ll try to get an answer for you. 

 

 

 

 

What Else is Going On? 
 (Continued from page 2)  The press is pay-

ing attention to the repurposing of some of the 

bunkers built during World War II for the defense 

of Switzerland.  There are perhaps 8000 of them!  

The Swiss army is selling about twenty of these 

bunkers every year.  At least one – in the Gotthard 

massif – has become a hotel.  Others have become 

a cheese dairy, a mushroom growing site, and a 

data center.  One recent article on these develop-

ments was published by House of Switzerland 

(part of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign 

Affairs) and available on the internet as 

https://houseofswitzerland.org/swissstories/history/

second-life-swiss-bunkers.  

Have you checked the AHPS website lately?  You might be surprised at the new things:  

www.swiss-stamps.org 

 

https://houseofswitzerland.org/swissstories/history/second-life-swiss-bunkers
https://houseofswitzerland.org/swissstories/history/second-life-swiss-bunkers
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 A Philatelic Tour of the Landi  

Part 2:  The Postal Stationery 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H.  

1. Postal Cards  

 In addition to the postage stamps issued on the opening day of the Exhibition, a set of postal cards 

was also issued.  Fulfilling the domestic and international postcard rates of 10c and 20c respectively, the 

postcards’ indicia were the same design as the May postage stamp issue.  The postcards showed a series of 

scenes from the Exhibition and came with the indicia in the three languages.  The postcards were printed 

by a private printer in Rorschach.  In contrast to the stamps, the postcards were on sale only until early 

October 1939 at which time they were withdrawn from sale in compliance with a military order affecting 

any printed item showing an identifiable geographic location.  They remained valid until 31 December 

1940.  

 Three series of print-

ings were issued with the 

10c indicium and two with 

the 20c indicium.  Each se-

ries, 10c or 20c, included 10 

cards with German indicia, 

6 with French indicia, and 3 

with Italian indicia with 2 

copies of one scene (“Grotto 

Ticinese”).  The designs on 

first 10c series, issued on 6 

May 1939, were in gray 

brown.  Figure 1 shows 

cards in each of the three 

languages cancelled on the 

first day of issue.  The cards 

of the first series were re-

issued with designs in lilac 

brown on 13 May 1939. 

   Figure 2 shows the 

three language versions of 

the lilac brown printing.  
Figure 3 shows the same 

scene card in both design 

colors.  A second printing 

from new printing cylinder 

of the lilac brown 10c series 

was issued on 25 May 1939.  
The second and final 10c 

series was issued on 28 June 

1939, also with the lilac 

brown designs and the same 

language distribution (9 

German, 6 French, and 3 

Italian).  Figure 4 shows the 

three language versions of 

this second series. This se-

ries incorporated all new 
scenes, except that one scene 
with a French indicium 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 2.  The three language versions 
of the 10c cards from the first series 
in lilac brown. 

 

Fig. 1. First day cancels on the 10c 
gray brown cards in each of the three 
languages: top, German with a P.T.T. 
Pavillon cancel; middle, French with an 
Eingang Enge cancel; and bottom, Ital-
ian also with an Eingang Enge cancel. 

 

Figure 4, right. The three language 
versions of the 10c cards from the 
second series. 

Fig. 3.  The two colors of the design 
portions of the 10c cards: top, gray 
brown; bottom, lilac brown. 
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(“Cave Vaudoise”) was re-
peated as was one scene 
with an Italian indicium 
(“Grotto Ticinese”).  

 The first 20c series 

was also issued on 6 May 

1939 and the second 20c se-

ries on 1 July 1939.  Figures 

5 and 6 show the first and 

second series, respectively, 

of the 20c cards in the three 

language versions.  

 One card of both the 

10c and 20c cards was is-

sued with the incorrect in-

scription: “Pavillon Neuchâ-

telois” instead of “Cave 

Vaudoise”.  The corrected 

version of the 10c card 

was issued as part of 

the 25 May second 

printing; the correct-

ed version of the 20c 

card was issued as 

part of the second 20c 

series on 1 July 1939.  

Figures 7 and 8 show 

the incorrect and cor-

rect versions of the 

10c and 20c cards, re-

spectively.  

 Figure 9 (on 

page 11) shows the 17 

different scenes from 

the first series (the 

20c cards had the 

same set of scenes) 

and Figure 10 (on 

page 12) shows the 17 scenes from the second series.  

 The postcards were only on sale at the four post offices on 

the Exhibition grounds.  They were sold in mixed-language groups 

of 20 cards enclosed in a printed envelope.  Figure 11 shows the 

sales envelope for the second series of the 20c postal cards.  34 dif-

ferent scenes were shown on both the 10c and 20c cards.  Two 

scenes (“Ausstellungstheater” and “Hof in der Abteilung «Unser 

Holz»”) were duplicated with a German and a French indicium, and 

one scene (“Trachtenhof”) was duplicated with a German and an 

Italian indicium. 

 The 10c cards in gray brown and the 13 May lilac brown 

cards were printed from the same cylinders, denoted Cylinder A.  A new printing cylinder was prepared for 

the second printing of the 10c cards, denoted Cylinder B.  A third cylinder was prepared for the second se-

ries, denoted Cylinder C.  The 20c cards were printed from the same cylinders as the 10c cards – the first 

series from Cylinder A and the second from Cylinder C.  No 20c cards were printed from Cylinder B. 

 

 

Figure 6. The three language ver-
sions of the 20c cards from the se-
cond series. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
          Figure 8. The incorrect (“Pavillon  
          Neuchatelois”) and the correct (“Cave 
          Vaudoise”) inscriptions on the 20c card 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Figure 7. The incorrect (“Pavillon 
          Neuchatelois”) and the correct (“Cave  
          Vaudoise”) inscriptions on the 10c card 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 11. The sales envelope for the 20c 
cards of the second series. 

 
        Figure 5. The three language versions  
        of the 20c cards from the first series. 
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 Ausstellungstheater     Bergbauernhof I Bierhus und Terras-  Cave Vaudoise F  Dorfstrasse mit 
      (Freilicht) G, F      sen-Restaurant F    Gemeindhaus G 
 

                                

       Eingang zum        Fischstube G              Grosses Bauernhaus   Grotto Ticinese I             Hof in der Abteilung 
“Haus der Jugend” F     G         (2 copies)  “UnserHolz” G, F 
 

                                
    Landgasthof mit  Ostschweiz. Winzer-        Pavillon Neuchatelois   Pinte Valaisanne F           Postbureau”Dörfli” 
     Seeterrasse G   stube zur “Rebe” G  F                  im Gemeindhaus G 
 

                    
               Seeterrasse der            Trachtenhof mit 
             Küechliwirtschaft G          Trachtenturm G, I 

Figure 9. The 17 designs of the first series of Landi postal cards.  
The letters G, F, I (German, French, Italian) indicate the language of the indicium on the card. 
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       Aluminium F      Bauen, Zement I    Blumenhalle G    -         Der Schweizer Hotel Fahnengruppe 
                       I    Bürkliplatz G 
 

                                

     Glockenturm G    Höhenstrasse mit                    Keramik G        Pavillon PTT F         PTT Kiosk 1 
    Pharmazeutikturm F       
 

                                
      PTT Pavillon G   PTT Pavillon, Älteste -      PTT, Kabelschacht G PTT Telephonsprech-          PTT-Verkehr ist 
      Telephonzentrale G                    stelle G     Weltverkehr G 
 

                    
             Schwebebahn mit                Wohnen G  

          Terrassenrestaurant F  

Figure 10. The 17 designs of the second series of Landi postal cards.  
The letters G, F, I (German, French, Italian) indicate the language of the indicium on the card. 
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 Subtle differences make it possible to distinguish between the cylinders.  An article in the Novem-

ber 2017 TELL (“The Postal Cards of the 1939 Landesausstellung in Zürich”) illustrates these differences.  

In addition, one scene (“Grotto Ticinese”) with an Italian indicium exists from the first and second print-

ings and the second series.  Plus two copies were included as part of both the gray brown and lilac brown 

first series sets.  These were printed from different positions on the printing cylinder.  This results in seven 

distinguishable versions – A and B from the two cylinders of the first series and C from the second series.  

Figure 12 illustrates the differences between the two cylinders of the “Ausstellungstheater” card.  Note 

that on cylinder A there is a hair-like line at the bottom of the second “O” of “ESPOSIZIONE” that is not 

there on cylinder B.  Similarly Figure 13 shows the differences for the “Seeterrasse” card.  Note that the 

“H” of “ZÜRICH” has a dot in the lower half for cylinder B while cylinder A doesn’t. 

 The 10c cards were intended to satisfy the domestic postcard rate and the 20c cards the interna-

tional postcard rate.  But sometimes the writer got creative.  Figure 14 shows a card where the writer used 

the 20c indicium to pay the registration fee and added a 10c stamp to pay the domestic rate.  Figure 15 

shows a 10c card sent to Germany where the writer added a pair of the 5c May issue Landi stamps to pay 

the 20c international postcard rate.  Then there are those who, inadvertently or intentionally, used a 10c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 12. Cylinders A (left) and B (right) of the “Ausstellungstheater” card showing the differences  
between the two on the second “O” of “ESPOSIZIONE” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Figure 13. Cylinders A (left) and B (right) of the “Seeterrasse” card showing the differences  

between the two on the “H” of “ZÜRICH”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Figure 16. Card sent from Arosa in 
Canton Graubünden on 16 August 
1939 to Berlin, Germany, underpaying 
the 20c international postcard rate by 
10c. Marked “T” for “Taxe” (postage 
due), apparently not paid. 

Figure 15. Card sent from Basel 2 on 6 
June 1939 to Wiesbaden, Germany. 20c 
international postcard rate paid by 10c 
indicium and a coil pair of 5c Landi 
stamps. Machine cancel 4.5.41 for the 
Federal Shooting Festival in Luzern. 

Figure 14. Card sent as registered mail 
from the Eingang Enge postal facility 
on the grounds of the Landi on 11 Oc-
tober 1939 to Grenchen in Canton 
Solothurn. 10c domestic postcard rate 
+ 20c domestic registration fee = 30c 
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card to a foreign address.  Figure 16 shows a card sent to Berlin, Germany stamped with a large “T” for 

“Taxe” but there is no indication that the postage due was assessed. 

Some other interesting 

usages are shown in the next 

two figures.  Figure 17 shows a 

10c card sent to Bern on 16 July 

1939 mailed on a train or at a 

train station cancelled with a 

mute Bahnpost / Ambulant can-

cel.  Figure 18, mailed on the 

next to last day of validity of the 

Landi cards, 30 December 1940, 

from Feldpost 22 as registered 

mail with a 20c Landi stamp to 

pay the domestic registration 

fee.  Also shown are the arrival post office and military post Feldpost 

backstamps. 

Genuine usages of the 20c 

cards to international destinations 

are not common.  The next two 

figures show 20c cards mailed to 

Italy (Figure 19) and the United 

States (Figure 20).  Note that both 

these cards bear the same ma-

chine cancel, 2.2.18, but different 

crowns.  Figure 19 has the Zürich 

1 Briefversand crown B14 which 

was in use in April and May 1939; 

Figure 20 has crown B18 in use 

from May 1939 until May 1940.  

The cancel information is derived from Giovanni Balimann's 4 volume 

Handbuch der Maschinenstempel der Schweiz, des Fürstentums 

LIechtenstein und der UNO-Postverwaltung in Genf. 

 

2.  Letter Sheets  
 In addition to the postage stamps and postal cards issued on the opening day of the Exhibition, a 

set of letter sheets was also issued.  Paying the domestic letter rate of 20c, the indicia of the letter sheets 

were the same design as the May postage stamp issue.  The letter sheets showed a series of scenes from the 

Exhibition – the same 16 different scenes as shown on the first series of postal cards – and came with the 

indicia in the three languages.  A series of 18 photographs of Swiss alpine postal buses was printed on 

what would become the back of the mailed item.  The letter sheets were printed by Courvoisier of La 

Chaux-de-Fonds.  

The letter sheets were only on sale at the four post offices on the Exhibition grounds.  They were 

sold singly and in mixed-language groups of 18 letter sheets enclosed in a printed envelope.  Figure 21 

shows letter sheets with indicia in each of the three languages. 

The letter sheets were also issued without the 20c indicium; these were given away to attendees.  

They bore the same designs as the first printing of the first series of postal cards plus those of the second 

series. 

There are two versions of these free letter sheets: one with an indication of where to affix the stamp 

and one blank.  Figure 22 shows the letter sheets with the indication for each of the three languages.  Fig-

ure 23 shows a German and a French blank letter sheet.  Note that the “Pinte Valaisanne” letter card in 

Figure 22 has a different scene on the back that that in Figure 23.  One other letter card, the “Grotto 

Ticinese”,   also comes with two different scenes on the back.   The free letter sheets  exist in two weights of 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Figure 20. 20c card sent from Zürich 1 
on 31 July 1939 to Great Kills, Staten 
Island, New York. 

Figure 19. 20c card sent from Zürich 
1 on 19 May 1939 to Palazzolo sull’-
Oglio, Italy. Additional Italian cancel. 

Figure 18. 10c card used on the next to 
last day of validity, 30 December 1940. 
Sent as registered mail from Feldpost 
22 to Feldpost 22. 20c domestic regis-
tration fee paid by 20c Landi stamp. 

Figure 17. Card sent from a train or train 
station to Bern on 16 July 1939 which a 
mute Bahnpost / Ambulant cancel. 
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 Figure 23. Blank unfolded letter sheets, left German, right French. 

paper, 170 g/m2 and 250 g/m2. The 

blank letter sheets only come in the 

lighter weight paper, the letter 

sheets with the indication only 

come in the heavier paper. 

 The “Pavillon Neuchatelois” 

error was repeated in the letter 

sheets but in this case, the error 

was not corrected. Figure 24 shows 

this letter sheet with and without 

the indicia. 

 The designs on what would 

become the back of the letter sheets 

are all of scenes from the Swiss 

postal buses on roads through the 

Alps.     There   were   18   different  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 21. Unfolded letter sheets with 20c indicia, left to right, German, French, Italian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 22. Unfolded letter sheets with no indicia but indication of where to place the stamp, 
left to right, German, French, Italian. 
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scenes – two with French inscriptions, two with 

Italian inscriptions, and fourteen with German 

inscriptions. Figure 25 (on pages 16 and 17) 

shows these 18 scenes. 

Most letter sheets with indicia were sent 

from the grounds of the Landi.  Figure 26 shows 

three such items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 1 August 1939, the Swiss Army held a demonstration 

of some of its weapons in an area adjacent to the left bank venue 

of the Landi.  Feldpost 27 was assigned to the Landi for a few 

days around the first.  Figure 27 (page 18) shows a letter sheet 

mailed on 5 August cancelled by the Feldpost 27 cancel with the 

special rubber stamp cachet for the demonstration. 

While most letter sheets mailed from the Landi are 

philatelically inspired, some were purchased for use when the vis-

itor returned home.  Figure 28 (page 18) shows a letter sheet 

mailed on 12 May 1939 from Uetikon am See in Canton Zürich to 

Adetswil also in Canton Zürich. The writer describes her visit to the Landi the day before. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
    Figure 24.  

         The “Pavillon  

N           Neuchatelois” 

     letter sheet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Postes Alpestres Suisses              Postes Alpestres Suisses         Schweizerische Alpenposten 
   Pyramides d’Euseigne         Val d’Herens                    Am Ofenpass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
          Schweizerische Alpenposten           Schweizerische Alpenposten         Schweizerische Alpenposten 
               Am St. Bernhardinpass     Beim Grimselhospiz          Blatten 
 

Figure 25. The 18 Alpenpost scenes on the Landi letter sheets (continued on page 17) 

 

  

 

 

Figure 26.  Letter sheets with indicia sent 
from the postal facilities on the grounds of 
the Landi: top to bottom, cancelled Auto-
mobil Postbureau, PTT Dörfli, and PTT 
Pavillon. 
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Figure 29 shows a letter sheet sent from St. Gallen to France on 12 September 1939 shortly after 

the war broke out on 1 September, using the 20c postage of the letter sheet plus three of the May issue 

postage stamps correctly paying the international letter rate (30c) + the 60c international registration fee = 

90c.  The letter sheet was opened by the French Military Postal Control.  (The letter side is blank.)  Swit-

zerland did not begin censoring mail until 1940. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          Schweizerische Alpenposten          Schweizerische Alpenposten        Schweizerische Alpenposten 
           Brig-Blatten     Grimsel Passhohe           Im Bergell bei Cassaccia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
          Schweizerische Alpenposten           Schweizerische Alpenposten        Schweizerische Alpenposten 
              Kehre der Malojastrasse         Medelserthal, Blick auf Disentis            Oberengadin, Silsersee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          Schweizerische Alpenposten            Schweizerische Alpenposten        Schweizerische Alpenposten 
               Partie im Obern Bergell         Schneeschleuder am Julierpass       Schneeschleuder im Engadin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
          Schweizerische Alpenposten                Poste Alpine Svizzere               Poste Alpine Svizzere 
           Splügen      Acquarossa, Lucomagno (Lukmanier)       San Bernardino Pizzo Uccello 
 

Figure 25. The 18 Alpenpost scenes on the Landi letter sheets (continued from page 16) 
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Feldpost or military mail could be mailed postage free.  Figure 

30 shows a undenominated letter sheet mailed postage free from the P.T.T. Pavilion with the “Feldpost” 

notation.  Such uses are scarce.    (Continued on page 23) 

 

 

  
 

 
Fig. 27.  Letter sheet sent from the 
temporary Feldpost 27 office at the 
Landi on 5 August 1939 with a special 
rubber stamp cachet for the Army 
demonstration at the Landi. 
 

Fig. 28. Letter sheet sent from 
Uetikon am See to Adetswilon 12 May 
1939. 
 

Figure 29. Letter sheet sent from St. 
Gallen to France on 12 September 
1939 correctly paying the international 
letter rate (30c) + the 60c international 
registration fee = 90c. Opened by 
French censors. 

   
 Figure 30. Letter sheet mailed from 
the PTT Pavilion on 19 September 
1939 to a Feldpost address. No 
postage required. 

Figure 31. Letter sheet mailed as “Print-
ed Matter” (rate = 5c) on 28 October 
1939 from the Eingang Enge facility to 
the main post office in Zürich 

Figure 32. Letter sheet mailed at the 
local rate (10c) from the Eingang Enge 
facililty to Zürich 18 on 29 October 1939, 
the closing day of the Landi 

 

Figure 33. Letter sheet mailed at the 
20c domestic letter rate paid with two 
5c coil pairs from the Eingang Enge 
facility to Winterthur 

 

Figure 34. Letter sheet mailed as regis-
tered mail at the 10c local letter rate 
plus the 20c registration fee = 30c from 
the Automobil Postbureau at the Landi 
to Zürich 1. 

 

Figure 35. Letter sheet mailed as regis-
tered mail at the 10c local letter rate plus 
the 20c registration fee = 30c from the 
Dörfli facility at the Landi to the Dörfli fa-
cility 

   
Figure 36. Letter sheet mailed as an 
express item from the Dörfli facility at 
the Landi on 17 September 1939 to 
Wollerau. 20c domestic letter rate + 40c 
express fee = 60c. 

Figure 37.  Letter sheet flown on the 22 
May 1939 Europaflug West paying the 
Fr1.50 fee with five postage stamps. 

Figure 38. Letter sheet with the automo-
bile post cancel and rubber stamp cachet 
for the 100th anniversary of the postage 
stamp exhibition in Luzern on 6 May 1940. 
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AHPS Auction Number 174 

Closing date is October 20, 2019 

This auction offers a great variety of early Swiss stamps and a large variety of K & Z combination blocks of 

four.  Included are many early Strubles and Standing Helvetia issues.  All items are priced to sell!! 

The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein (Z), followed by Scott (S) as appropriate.  

Values are from the 2016 Zumstein.   Airmail covers are listed and valued per the 2013 Schweizerisches 

Luftpost-Handbuch where appropriate.  Catalog values are converted to dollars at the rate CHF 1 = US$ 

1.00.    

All of the lots are scanned on the internet via the AHPS web site www.swiss-stamps.org.  A few lots are 

illustrated on page 21 to whet your appetite. 

Please send bids to auction manager Gerry Diamond by one of the following means: 

 Email:gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com.  

 Mail: 60 Silver Birch Lane, Pearl River, N.Y. 10965-1233.   

 E-mail bids are preferred and will be quickly acknowledged.  

When emailing your bids, please don’t forget to include your address. 

Sellers: Contact me in advance so that we can discuss any material that you may wish to submit .   

Regards………..Gerry  
 

Lot # Description Cat. 

Val. $ 

Min. 

Bid $ 

Strubels, Regular issues, Semi Postal and several bulk lots 

1  Z 23A, S 16.  10 Rp. Blue Strubel.  Used, VF with 4 frame lines.   

Central grill cancel. 

100.00 22.00 

2 Z 24B, S 22.  15 Rp. Rose Strubel.  Used with 4 frame lines.  Light grill cancel.  

Signed Abt. 

140.00 30.00 

3 Z 24F, S 33.  15 Rp. Pale Rose Strubel.   

Used with 4 frame lines, touching at bottom,  Zürich date cancel.  Signed Relstab. 

450.00 80.00 

4 Z 26A. S 19.  40 Rp Green Strubel.   

Used with 4 frame lines with central grill cancel. Signed Abt. 

450.00 80.00 

5 Sitting Helvetia.  55 Used copies, 2c to 30c.of Sitting Helvetia stamps.  

Great variety of shades and cancels.  Unchecked  Please see online scan for details  

 17.00 

6 Z 34, S 47.  40 Rp. Green Sitting Helvetia.   

White paper, Used with central cancel.  Signed Abt. 

80.00 10.00 

7 Z 39, S 54.  15 Rp Lemon Sitting Helvetia. Used, VF, with central cancel.   

Signed Abt  

55.00 7.00 

8 Z 43, S 59.  50 Rp Lilac Sitting Helvetia.  Used, VF with central Olten cancel.  

Signed Rellstab 

70.00 9.00 

9 Cross and Numeral.  Approx. 175 Used copies 2c to 15c.  Great variety of shades 

and cancels. Unchecked.  Please see online scan for details. 

  15.00 

10 Z 78A and 78B, S 99.  1900 UPU.  18 Used copies.   

All are VF with circular city and date cancels and many shades. 

 12.00 

11 Helvetia with sword, 20c to 1 Fr.  Mint, VLH to Hinged with color variations. 

Bottom row are grilled gum. 

 30.00 

12 Z F1 & F3, S C1 & C2.  30c – 50c first airs, Mint but heavy hinged. 265.00 15,00 

13 Z 140y. 60c Helvetia with Sword.on chalk paper.   

Used, VF with perfect central 28 V 40 cancel 

80.00 15.00 

14 Z WIII 16, S B130.  1943 Century of Swiss stamps S/S.   

Used, VF with Bern 26 II 43 first day cancel 

80.00 18,00 

15 Z 381-83, S 406-9.  1961 Evangelists set complete.  Mint, VF, NH.   

38 Sfr. Face value. 

58.00 20.00 

http://www.swiss-stamps.org/


20  TELL   September 2019 

A Few Covers  

16 Z 210, S 237.  1937 10c Postal Bus.  Block of 4 on first day cover 5 IX 37 40.00 7.00 

17 Z 253, S 280.  1941 750 Years of Bern on VF first day cover 6 IX 41. 35.00 6.00 

18 Z WII 15, S B117.  10c Ancient Geneve on 15 Vl 42 VF first day cover. 120.00 12.00 

19 Z 258, S 287.  1943 100 years of Swiss stamps.  Block of 4 on VF first day cover with 

26 II 42 museum cancel. 

16.00 4.00 

20 Z 277-80, S 308-11.  1947 Railroad set of 4 on VF first day cover 9 VIII 48 with spe-

cial cancel. 

48.00 7.00 

21 Z WIII 25W-28W, S B170-73.  1948 Winter Olympics set complete  

on VF cover 30 l 48 (opening day of the games) Special Olympic cachet and cancel 

30.00 5.00 

K and Z Combination blocks of 4 -- Mint and Used  

23 K 21 or Z 7.  5c Gray Violet & 10c Green combo block of 4.  Mint. VF, NH 7.00 2.00 

24 K 21 or Z 8.  5c Gray Violet & 10c Green combo block of 4.  Mint. VF, NH 7.50 2.00 

25 K 21 or Z 8.  5c Gray Violet & 10c Green combo block of 4.   

Used, VF with central cancel 

13.00 4.00 

26 Same as above.  VF Used combo block of 4 with central cancel. 13.00 4.00 

27 K 21 or Z 9.  5c Gray Violet & 10c Green combo block of 4.   

Used, VF with multiple cancels. 

38.00 10.00 

28 K 23 or Z 14.  5c Red Lilac & 10c Bl Green combo block of 4.   

Used, VF with central cancel  

19.00 5.00 

29 K 23 or Z 14. (different arrangement of above} combo block of 4.   

Used, VF with central cancel.  

19.00 5.00 

30 K 26y or Z 17y.  5c Green & 10c Violet Combo block of 4.   

Used, VF with central cancel. 

72.50  15.00 

31 Z 1 or Z 3.  15c Violet & 10c Red combo block of 4.  Used, VF with central cancel.  300.00 50.00 

32 Z 10 or Z 11.  5c Red Lilac & 10c Green combo block of 6.  Used, VF with nice cancels 160.00 25.00  

33 Z 13 or Z 14.  5c Lilac & 10c Bl Green combo Block of 4.  Mint, VF, NH 12.00 3.00 

34 Same as above.  Combo block of 6.  Used, VF with nice cancels  17.50 4.50 

35 Z 16y or Z 17y.  5c Green & 10c Violet combo block of 4. Used, VF with central cancel. 70.00 14.00 

36 Same as above, another combo block of 4.  Used, VF with central cancel 70.00 14.00 

37 K 6.  3c Blue Violet Tell Boy.  Block of 4.  Mint, VF, NH 14.00 4.00 

38 K 8.  10c Red Bust of Tell. Block of 4.  Mint, VF, NH 14.00 4.00 

39 K 13.  2 1/2c on 3 Tell Boy.  Block of 4,  Mint, VF, NH   5.00 1.50 

40 K 16. 20c on 25c .Helvetia with sword.  Block of 4.  Mint, VF, NH. 6.00 2.00 

41 K 18.  10c Green Bust of Tell.  Block of 4, Used, VF with central cancel,  6.00 2.00 

42 K 19.  20c Red Lilac Bust of Tell.  Block of 4.  Mint, VF, NH. 38.00 10.00 

43 Same as above.  20c Red Lilac Bust of Tell.  Block of 4.  Used, VF with central camcl.   36.00 9.00 

44 K 20.  20c Orange Red Bust of Tell.  Block of 4.  Mint, VF, NH, 24.00 6.00 

45 K 24.  10c Bl Green Bust of Tell. Block of 4.  Mint, VF, NH 7.00 2.00 

46 K 25.  20c Carmine Bust of Tell.  Block of 4.  Mint, VF, NH. 10.00 3.00 

 47 Same as above.  20c Carmine Bust of Tell.  Block of 4.  Used, VF with central cancel.  10.00 3.00 

48 K 27y.  10c Violet Bust of Tell.  Block of 4.  Mint, VF, NH 36.00 9.00 

49 Same as above.  10c Violet Bust of Tell.  Block of 4.  Used, VF with central cancel. 17.00 4.50 

Flight covers – First Flights and Special Flights 

51 La Poste Aerienne Suisse en 1926 by Charles Mossaz.  12 page pamphlet in French.  

Front and back covers are separated, but pages are F-VF 

 5.00 

52 SLH SF 24.4,b,  Flugmeeting Lausanne on special card,  Franked with F6 170.00 25.00 
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53 SLH SF 24.5.  Flugtag Romanshorn 9 VI 24.   

VF uprated 10c card with F5 with vignette. 

75.00 12.50 

54 SLH SF 25.5.  Comptoir Suisse Lausanne 26 IX 26,   

VF card Lausanne to Bern with F3 

75.00 7.00 

55 SLH SF 27.1.L.  17 Feb 27 Brugg-Verdon, franked with F5.   

Official card with vignette. 

25.00 6.00 

56 SLH SF 38.2.a.  21 IX 38 Aarau Balloon flight,   

VF cover franked with Aarau S/S. Z 214 

130.00 20.00 

57 SLH SF 39.4.a.  15 V 38.  Euroflug North Zürich to Warsaw.   

Franked with F13, S C15a 

48.00 5.00 

58 SLH SF 39.2.x.  39 V 39 Pro Aero Stans to Zürich.  This is the rarest of all the legs 100.00 18.00 

59 SLH RF 40.2.a.  1 IV 40  Locarno to Barcelona.   

VF cover franked with 1940 Monuments set with German censor 

140.00 15.00 

60 SLH RF 40.2.b.  Same flight as above sent from Vaduz, Liechtenstein 80.00 12.00 

61 SLH SF 46.9.a.  29 IV 46 Kopenhagen to Zürich franked with 3 Danish stamps.   

SLH states that “most did not have back stamps”  100 flown 

140.00 22.00 

62 SLH SF 48.6.b.  July 11, 1948.  New York to Zürich.   

VF letter franked with 15c airmail.  Signed by Pilot.  30 covers flown 

250,00 30.00 

63 SLH SF 57.2.a.  7 IV 57 Geneva to Buenos Aires on VF registered cover 50.00 6.00 

64 SLH SF 72.1.a.  25 1 72  Geneva –München-Sapporo, Japan.  Backstamped Olympic 

Village Sapporo 28 2 72.  Franked with 2 30c stamps.  A very rare cover.  10 Flown. 

250.00 30.00 

International Office Service Issues 

66  Z D III  SDN 36-41. S2O36-41.  1932 Peace Set of 6.  Used, VF, with corner cancels  140.00 28,00 

67 Z D III  SDN 42-46, S 2O42-46.  1934 Landscapes, Used, VF with corner cancels 37.50  7.00 

68 Z D III  SDN 57-60, S 2O57-60.  1938 SDN, Used set of 4.  VF with corner cancels 25.00  4.50 

69 Z D III SDN 80-91, S 2O79-90.  50c – 2Fr SDN complete.  Mint, VF, NH. 42.00 10.00 

70 Same as above, 50c – 2 Fr  SDN complete.  Used, VF with corner cancels 24,00 5.00  

71 Z D IV BIT 32-37, S 3O32-37.  1932 Peace set of 6.  Used, VF with corner cancels 40.00 9.00 

72 Z D IV BIT 49-52, S 3O32-37.  1938 BIT set of 4.  Used, VF with corner cancels. 24.00 5.00 

73 Z D IV BIT 53-56, S 3O53-56.  1938 BIT set of 4.  Used, VF with corner cancels 26.00 5.00 

74 Z D IV BIT 81-83, S 3O80-82.  3Fr – 10Fr high values, Used, VF with corner cancels. 110.00 20.00 

75 Z D V BIE 1-9, S 4O1-9.  1944 Landscapes 3c-40c complete.  Mint, VF, NH. 20.00 4.00 

75A Z D V BIE 10-18, S 4O10-18.  1944 Set of 9.  Mint, VF, NH. 65.00 14.00 

76 Z D V BIE 19-21, S 4O19-21.  1944 3Fr-10Fr high values.  Mint, VF, NH 92.00 22.00 

77 Z D V BIE 23-28, S 4O23-28.  1948 5c-40c complete.  Mint, VF, NH 24.00 5.00 

78 Z D VI OMS 6-16, S 5O6-16. 1950  OMS Technik complete.  Mint, VF, NH 55.00 12.00 

79 Z D VII ONU 1-11, S 7O1-11.  1950 ONU Technik complete.  Mint, VF, NH  45.00 10.00 

 

Scans of 

Selected 

Lots in 

AHPS 

Auction 

174 
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
     Elected Officers 2019-20 Appointed Officers

President 

Michael Peter 

P O Box 50256 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

314-725-6800 

mpeter@elpacocoatings.com 

 

Past President 

Roger Heath 

2535 Ivy Street 

Port Townsend, WA 

98368 

Home: 360-302-1006 
roger@rogerheath.com 

 

Vice-President 

Steven Opheim 

101 East Fifth Street,  

Suite 2602 

St.Paul, MN 55101 

Work: 651-291-1717 

sopheim@dudleyandsmith.com 
 

 Secretary & Librarian 

Richard T. Hall 

P.O. Box 15053  

Asheville, NC 28813 

Home: 828-681-0581 

rtravis@alum.mit.edu 
 
 
 

 

Treasurer 
Bruce Marsden 
6685 Cuttalossa Road 
New Hope, PA 18938 
Cell: 973-432-6163 
mail@brucemarsden.com 

 
Regional Trustee West 

John Kofranek 

1331 Versailles Street 

Alameda, CA 94501 

Home: 510-523-6617 

jakmjos@comcast.net 
 
Regional Trustee Central 

Cheryl Ganz 

PO Box 449 

Winfield, IL 60190 

cherylganz@yahoo.com 

 
Regional Trustee East 

Gerry Diamond  

60 Silver Birch Lane 

Pearl River, NY 10965 

845-623-3159 
gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

TELL Editor 
George Struble 
210 18th St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301-4316 
503-364-3929 
gstruble@willamette.edu 
 

TELL Associate Editor 

Open 
 

Circuit Sales Manager 

Emil L. Tobler 
P.O. Box 26 
Bradford RI 02808 
Home: 401-377-2238 
Swissboy@verizon.net 
 

Auction Manager 

Gerry Diamond  
(see column 2) 
 
Awards Chairman 

Michael Peter 
(see column 1) 

 
 
  

Publicity Chairman 
Open 

 

Webmaster 

Robert Zahm 

7 Ridgewood Drive 

Rye NY 10580 

646-732-2890 

BobZahm@gmail.com 
 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies  

Michael Peter 

(see column 1) 
 

American Philatelic 

Society 

Ernest L. Bergman 

1940 Cliffside Drive 

State College, PA 16801 

814-238-0164   

elb3@psu.edu 

 

Liechtenstudy Group 

Paul Tremaine 

410 SW Ninth St. 

Dundee, OR 97115-9731 

editor@liechtenstudy.org 

 

Copyright 2019, The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS).  TELL (ISSN 1042-2072) is the official journal of the 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society, affiliate #52 of the 

American Philatelic Society and a member of the Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies. TELL is published bimonthly 

(Jan/Mar/May/Jul/Sep/Nov). 

Opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and 

are not necessarily endorsed by AHPS or the Editor.   

Letters and articles on Swiss, Liechtenstein, UN Geneva 

and related philately are welcome and should be sent to the 

Editor.  Whenever possible, submit material by e-mail as a 

Microsoft Word attachment.  Illustrations may be submitted as 

image files; or we can copy/scan your originals (please consult the 

Editor before sending actual stamps, covers, etc.).  Please include 

your name, address, email address, and telephone number. 

 

Subscriptions for 2017 include AHPS dues: United States, 

$23, which includes first class postage; Canada and Mexico $26; 

overseas air delivery, $31. Request membership applications 

from the Secretary or download from Web page.  Change-of-

Address should be sent to the Secretary. 
 

Commercial advertising copy and rate inquiries should be 

sent to the Editor.  Advertising deadlines: Feb. 1, Apr. 1, June 1, 

Aug. 1, Oct. 1, Dec. 1. 
 

Printed by Short Run Printing, Scottsdale, AZ. 

AHPS Website: http://www.swiss-stamps.org 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

 inform its readers about Swiss philately 

 support the activities of AHPS 

 provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

 serve needs of AHPS members 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these conventions and 

shows: 

Oct. 4-6, 2019: INDYPEX, Indianapolis, IN 

May 1-3, 2020: Philatelic Show, Boxborough, 

MA 

April 23-25, 2021: WESTPEX, Burlingame, CA 

March 25-27, 2022: St. Louis Stamp Expo,  

St. Louis, MO 
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A Philatelic Tour of the Landi 

(Continued from page 18)   The users of the undenominated letter sheets were much more clever in 

their application of the required postage for various rate combinations, beginning with the 5c printed mat-

ter rate (Figure 31).  The 10c local mail rate was used for the letter sheet in Figure 32.  The 20c letter rate 

was used on the letter sheet in Figure 33.  Figures 34 and 35 show letter sheets mailed at the local letter 

rate plus the registration fee.  Figure 36 shows a letter sheet mailed as an express item.  

Figure 37 shows an unusual item: a letter sheet flown on the Europaflug West, the fee for which was 

Fr1.50 to any destination, domestic or foreign.  The flight departed from Zürich on 22 May 1939 on a tour 

of European capitals west of Switzerland, returning to Zürich on  28 May 1939.   The  letter  sheet made up 

the Fr1.50 fee with one 10c and three 30c Landi postage stamps from the May issue and a 50c airmail 

stamp.  The cover has the Zürich arrival cancel in addition to the Europaflug West special marking. 

Finally, Figure 38 shows a late use of the letter sheets and the Landi postage stamps; the stamp’s 

validity ended at the end of 1940.  An exhibition celebrating the 6 May 1940 100th anniversary of the post-

age stamp was held in 

Luzern on 5 May 1940.  A 

mobile post office was 

stationed at the venue; it 

cancelled items mailed 

there with the Schweiz 

Automobil-Postbureau 

cancel and also applied a 

rubber stamp cachet in 

red ink (Automobile Post 

cancel A.293) to the item.  

The letter sheet has a 

Zürich 6 May 1940 arri-

val cancel.  

 

3. Postal forms 

In addition to the stamps, postal cards, and letter sheets issued for the Landi, postal facilities there 

had their own postal forms.  Figures 39 and 40 show Nachnahme (C.O.D.) forms from the Pavilion and 

Dörfli postal facilities, respectively. 

 

The third and final installment of this series will cover the special flights publicizing the Landi. 

 

 

  

Figure 40. Nachnahme (C.O.D.) envelope 
from the Dörfli postal facility used on on the 
closing day of the Landi. (29 October 1939) 

Figure 39. Nachnahme (C.O.D.) envelope 
from the post office in the P.T.T. Pavilion 
used at the Dörfli postal facility on the open-
ing day of the Landi (6 May 1939). 

 

Try the AHPS Message Board: https://quicktopic.com/51/H/qdRWHrshP637 

https://quicktopic.com/51/H/qdRWHrshP637


24  TELL   September 2019 
 

 


