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Beware of Private Overprints! 
 by Ch. Hertsch 

This article was published in the February 2019 issue of the Berner Briefmarken Zeitung.  It is published 
here in translation by the machine translator at www.deepL.com, monitored by Richard Hall, with the 
gracious permission of the BBZ and the author. 

Since the issue of the special stamp with surcharge, "175 

years of stamps" of the Swiss Post, ZNr.115 with private overprint, 

private overprints in all possible and impossible colors are now 

accumulating! 

The collector is led to believe that they are an official version 

of the normal edition of Swiss Post, which should definitely have a 

place in the collection. 

Far from it!  We are now taking action against the business 

conduct of certain businessmen and informing you about it.  Their 

aim is to get money out of your pocket as a collector.  With trenchant 

empty phrases such as “official” or “official Swiss special stamps” 

with gold or silver overprint.  The official status at Swiss Post was 

abolished a long time ago in 2002.  Swiss Post's staff are employed under private law, and on 26 June 2013 

Swiss Post was transferred from a public institution to a special-law limited company (AG). 

Let us turn to the Postal Act.  Pursuant to Postal Act 783.0 (PG) of 17 December 2010 (as at 1 

January 2012 and effective 1 October 2012).  The Federal Assembly of the Swiss Confederation, based on 

Article 92 of the Federal Constitution, decides the following under Art. 17: 

Art.17 Other rights and obligations of Swiss Post: 

Swiss Post issues postage stamps; it has the sole right to use the imprint "Helvetia" 

on the postage stamps.  The Federal Council may decide that postage stamps shall 

be issued with a surcharge. 

     (Continued on page 21) 
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President’s Message 
A Pfennig for your thoughts … 

by Mike Peter 

 As I start my Presidency of this fine Socie-

ty, I have large shoes to fill.  My predecessors all 

have done wonderful jobs.  I can only hope to do as 

good as a job as they have done.  Many thanks go 

out to Roger Heath who has led the organization to 

where it is now. 

   Our next Annual Meeting will be at 

INDYPEX (Indianapolis) on October 4-6, 2019. 

 It will be hosted by Bob Zeigler.  Mark your 

calendar and attend.  On Friday night we will be 

going to a local German establishment to sample 

their German beer and other German treats.  Not 

quite Swiss cuisine, but pretty close.  You will be 

able to see nice Swiss exhibits with world class rar-

ities, and I’m sure the dealer’s bourse will have a 

few things to entice your interest as well.  Most 

importantly, it will give you a chance to meet peo-

ple with similar collecting interests. 

 The show will be at the Hamilton County 

Fairground & Exhibition Center, 2003 Pleasant 

Street in Noblesville, a little north of Indianapolis.  

Hours are 10:00-5:00 on Friday, 10:00-5:00 Satur-

day, and 10:00-3:00 on Sunday.  The show is ac-

cepting exhibits now.  There are two show hotels: 

(1) Cambria Suites, 13500 Tegler Drive, (317)773-

4970 with a room rate of $119 for a single or dou-

ble site.  (2) Baymont Inn & Suites, 16025 Prosper-

ity Dr, (317)770-6772, with $109 for a double room 

and $99 for a single room.  You must ask for the 

INDYPEX rate for either.  Cambria Suites offers a 

shuttle to the show; the INDYPEX website doesn’t 

promise that for the Baymont.  You can find much 

more information on the INDYPEX website: 

www.indianastampclub.org/indy.html. 

 The camaraderie aspect should not be ig-

nored.  I consider these meetings to give me a 

chance to “catch up” with some of my friends. We 

can start to make plans for a possible visit to 

Lugano for the future FIP show that will be held 

there.  Many of the attendees are experts in their 

collecting areas.  This will give you an opportunity 

to pick their brain and become more knowledge-

able within your collecting interest.  Within many 

hobbies, Knowledge is Power. 

   I hope to see many of you in Indianapolis 

for this fine event. 

   If you have any concerns, questions, or 

suggestions about the AHPS please feel free to 

write me to my email mpeter@elpacocoatings.com. 

 

Profile: John Kofranek 
John is the new Western Region director of AHPS.  
This is to introduce him to the AHPS membership. 

My father Anton (Tony) introduced me to 

stamp collecting when I was 6.  We sorted a pile of 

ww stamps.  He explained that the world was real-
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ly too big to attempt to collect; I would eventually 

pick a country to specialize in.  

At age 10 I found myself in Holland with 

the family.  My father was on sabbatical leave 

from UCLA studying bulb plants.  My best friend 

in school had a set of Swiss Pro Patria mineral 

stamps.  I was hooked.  I told dad that I wanted to 

collect Switzerland.  That Christmas I got a Swiss 

stamp album.  

It turns out Jan Doorenbos was at the same 

University in Wageningen.  Dr. J. Doorenbos is one 

of the coauthors of Stehende Helvetia 1882-1907. 

Mr. Doorenbos came to our apartment, and got me 

even more intrigued with Switzerland by showing 

me how to search for the “Very Rare” 148III Tell 

boy & crossbow.  Dad continued the professional 

and hobby friendship with Jan Doorenbos until he 

died.  

We returned to LA after one year.  I got in-

terested in an active camping scout troop, surfing, 

and skiing.  Dad joined several stamp clubs during 

that time including AHPS, APS and San-

ta Monica Stamp Club.  I think Dad met 

Dick Hall in the 1960s.  We would talk 

about his latest finds.  He was a very 

good teacher, as you might know.  He 

would give me pointers on our searches 

for the illusive 148III and many others.  

I joined AHPS in the early 1990s. 

My first AHPS show was in Arizona in 

1996.  I met Herb Brach and a few other 

people.  During that time I concentrated 

on standing Helvetias.  I would go to 

bourses and try and find reasonable “B” 

series 9½ perf.  And the elusive 72F.  

Dad was my mentor and we would al-

ways talk and have fun because it was something 

we had in common.  

I have two grown children and three 

granddaughters.  My son lives in Eugene, Oregon.  

My daughter lives twenty miles from me, so I get 

to see her more.  My wife is from Wisconsin; we 

manage to travel there once a year. 

 My professional life was split first a garde 

manger in S.F. Bay Area hotels (garde manger is a 

person in charge of cold buffets).  Followed by 27 

years as a photocopier technician.  

I enjoy retirement very much, as I am able 

to spend more time on my hobbies.  Those hobbies 

are stamp collecting, gardening, antiques, a little 

surfing, ukulele playing, and keeping active with 

walking, cycling and Y membership.  My duties 

include taking care of mom (97), household repairs 

and community  

I think the AHPS has done an excellent job 

of publishing Philately of Switzerland, edited by 

Richard T. Hall.  It has answered many of my 

questions.  This book is a great guide.  I could see 

it helping a youth group.  

As far as what I would like to accomplish as 

an AHPS officer, I would say helping out possibly 

with shows on the west coast.  

 

Profile: Bob Zahm 
John has been the webmaster for AHPS for sever-
al months now.  This is to introduce him to the 
AHPS membership. 

 I started collecting stamps with my fifth 

Christmas when I found under our tree an interna-

tional album and a package of stamps.  Stamp col-

lecting appealed to my desire to "order the world."  

It didn't hurt that my maternal grandfather (Swiss 

national) had also been a collector.  During my 

childhood I first focused on US Stamps because 

new ones appeared almost every day in the mail.   

 As an adult, I began to add countries based 

on places that I lived and worked: England, Aus-

tralia, New Zealand, Germany, and Switzerland!  

Switzerland was my first non-US collection as I 

first worked there in 1986.  Signing up for the 

Swiss Post annual sets was an easy and rewarding 

decision.  I consider myself a novice when it comes 

to Swiss Stamps as I have only recently begun to 

learn about the "locals," Sitting Helvetia, etc. 

 I am a technology consultant and have fo-

cused most of my career on developing high per-

formance electronic trading systems. My first 

assignment was assisting with the development of 

the Swiss Financial Futures & Options Exchange 

(SOFFEX) which was the first fully electronic ex-

change.    I am currently an (continued on page 4)  

 
Bob in Switzerland with his three granddaughters 
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More Impossible 

Cancels 
by George Struble 

 The article "Exciting Discoveries for a Can-

cel Collector" in the November 1915 TELL excited 

another cancel collector among our members.  Raul 

Gonzalez sent me some of his own finds: 

Fig. 1: The Olten 

27.II.10 cancel on 

Zumstein 155 is enter-

taining since the 

stamp was issued 

23.I.1921 and valid to 

December 1942.  It is 

not clear why the year 

“10” was set into the 

dater; it should have 

been any year between 

“21” and “42”. 

Fig. 2: The Bulle 

22.V.30 cancel on Zumstein 220 is impossible be-

cause the stamp was issued 1.II.1939.  This looks 

like a simple error of setting “30” instead of “39” in 

the dater.  

Fig. 3: The Menziken 33.6.50 cancel on Zumstein 

B49 is a simple human error of setting the date 

wheels to 33.  

 

Profile: Bob Zahm 
(continued from page 3)  independent consultant 

focused on improving productivity of IT organiza-

tions and software development teams.  I continue 

to dabble with small cloud-based projects and re-

search. 

 I am married and have three children, one 

who recently graduated from college; the other two 

are still pursuing their undergraduate majors.  We 

live outside New York City after having spent 

eight years in Germany. 

 Besides philately, I am interested in politi-

cal commentary, local activism, the Swiss-

American club, genealogy, science fiction, and bicy-

cling. 

 I believe I first saw an AHPS reference in 

the American Philatelic Society's publication.  

Then I volunteered one summer evening at a 

Swiss-American event at New York's Central Park 

where I met Bruce Marsden. 

 I appreciate the very deep technical 

knowledge held by our AHPS members; the access 

to a great publication and research resources is a 

huge benefit and strength of AHPS membership.  

The access to other Swiss stamp-focused groups 

and their publications would probably be difficult 

for most Americans to find anywhere else. 

 

 

For Sale: 1900 UPU Jubile de l’ UPU, a fly speck 

collectors dream.  1200 plated used UPU issue 

first, second and third printings.  Plated by Wil-

liam Norby of La Grange, IL (1995).  There are 

about 100 mint stamps, many special items of 

extra value, plus facsimile paper for highlighting 

plate faults and a copy of Schweiz UPU 1900 by 

Rene’ Gees 1976.  There are some duplications 

and some holes in the plates, but many town can-

cels. $1700, includes shipping.  John Kofranek 

(510) 523-6617 or jakmjos@comcast.net  

NO AHPS AUCTION in this Tell.  Auction 

manager Gerry Diamond  has had carpal tunnel 

surgery, and could not prepare an auction first 

because of the carpal tunnel pain and then dur-

ing recovery from surgery.  We expect an auction 

in the July Tell. 

 
Fig. 1.  The year 1910? 

 
Fig. 2.  The year is 1930? 

 
Fig. 3.  June 33? 

  (continued on page 23) 
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Philately on the Radio 
As the indefatigable Dick Hall has been working with the publications of AHPS and its 

predecessor societies, he found a transcript of the program “Calling all Stamp Collectors” with 
announcer Captain Tim Healy.  The program was broadcast Saturday, February 1, 1941, and 
published in the Helvetia Society Bulletin March 1941.  The program was an interview with three of the 
leaders of the Helvetia Society, and gives us a nice glimpse of that era. 

ANNOUNCER:  “CALLING ALL STAMP COLLECTORS” -- “CALLING ALL STAMP COLLEC-

TORS”.  In cooperation with the National Federation of Stamp Clubs, the National Broadcasting Company 

takes pleasure in presenting another program for the special interest and enjoyment of those that collect 

stamps.  And here is the National Federation of Stamp Clubs Radio Representative, your old friend ... 

Captain Tim Healy. 

HEALY:  Thank you, and good afternoon stamp collectors everywhere.  From time to time we have 

brought to the radio audience well known representatives of National Societies, and smaller groups, 

playing important parts in our constantly increasing hobby.  Today we have with us three guests, members 

of the “Helvetia Society,” collectors of the stamps of Switzerland.  This society, to our knowledge is the 

smallest National Society, having some 70 active members, residing throughout the United States, Cuba, 

and the Philippines.  Organized February 28, 1938, in Philadelphia, Pa., this small group of collectors, in 

its short period of existence, has made wonderful strides, and today is looked upon as one of the progressive 

specializing groups in this country.  Specializing groups are more and more coming into the foreground, as 

most collectors realize the futility to collect stamps to any degree of completion from the entire universe.  

We have in our studio several prominent members and officers of “Helvetia,” all wearing their traditional 

black velvet skull caps, piped in red, and embroidered on the front, an “Edelweiss,” the national flower of 

Switzerland.  In the absence of President Jacques Kilcher, who at this time is confined to John Hopkins 

Hospital in Baltimore, Thomas F. Harrison, an ardent booster and hard worker of the society, has 

consented to pinch hit for Mr. Kilcher.  I am pleased to introduce to you the Secretary of the Helvetia. 

Society ... Mr. Thomas F. Harrison ... of Philadelphia, Pa. 

HARRISON:  Thank you Tim.  It is a real pleasure to be here, and the date is particularly 

appropriate, since today “Helvetia” is celebrating its Third Anniversary and Annual Banquet, held in New 

York, this year.  This is one of the rare occasions when we meet our distant fellow members, clasp their 

hands in friendship and exchange yarns.  To our fellow “Helvetians,” who are prevented in joining us 

tonight in our festive activities, I wish to extend our heart felt greetings.  That the “Helvetia Society” is 

filling a long felt want, is attested by our rapid growth.  We have among us some of the most outstanding 

collectors in philately.  Naturally the backbone of our organization is our monthly BULLETIN, and I can 

assure you, that our Editor, Gus von Gross, is doing a mighty fine job.  We maintain our own 

“EXPERTIZING - NEW ISSUE - COUNTERFEIT - and RESEARCH DEPARTMENT.“  Our members, 

through the medium of the “BULLETIN,” receive information of items not usually found elsewhere.  You 

see, Tim, we aim to help our members in their philatelic efforts. 

HEALY:  I am sure, Tom, “Helvetia”, in the past, has amply demonstrated her worthiness to be 

ranked as one of the great societies.  Our second guest, another well known name associated with the 

stamps of Switzerland, and one of the Governors of the “Helvetia Society,”... is our friend ... Mr. George W. 

Caldwell ... of Philadelphia. 

CALDWELL:  Thank you, Tim. Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. 

HEALY:  Mr. Caldwell, how did you happen to select Switzerland for your philatelic study? 

CALDWELL:  Well, Tim, my story is not unlike that of many other collectors.  I began according to 

the usual pattern and collected the stamps of many countries.  Soon I found this to be a very unsatisfactory 

task.  It was quite interesting of course, but it lacked something, and I proceeded to find that “something.” 

Many groups were considered, subject, collections, for example, semi-postals, stamps of one color, and so 

forth.  In course of time, I considered the possibility of hooking up philately with life, the history, perhaps 

of a single country.  Here, Tim, was that “something” for which I had been searching.  The rest was easy. 

What could fit into my plan more completely that that little “Alpine” republic which we call Switzerland, 

and the Swiss affectionately call “Helvetia.”  With its history going back into the ancient past, its 

traditions, its people ... this must be it ... and so I became a collector of Switzerland. 
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HEALY:  Apparently Mr. Caldwell, you made a wise choice, for I understand you have accomplished 

considerable in your study. 

CALDWELL:  Yes, Tim, I really consider myself fortunate in having made the selection.  However, 

for some time I was not sure just how I could contact Swiss people and sort of feel the Swiss atmosphere.  

Patience finally rewarded me.  I was asked to become a founding member of the “Helvetia Society for 

Collectors of Switzerland.”  While this Society is made up of people of many nationalities, there are 

sufficient Swiss in the membership to give to give that Swiss atmosphere which I needed in order to 

complete my philatelic plans. 

HEALY:  In your experience with Switzerland, you must have run across some items of unusual 

interest.  Have you not?  Tell us about them. 

CALDWELL:  If you read my article on the Cantonal Stamps of Switzerland in a recent issue of 

“STAMPS” magazine, you will recall the illustration showing a double stamp - the “Double Geneva” we call 

it.  This stamp is of unusual design, but if you look into its history and consider the period of its issue - 

1843 - the whole idea unfolds before you.  Let’s look at the background.  Before stamps came into use, it 

was customary for the recipient to pay the freight.  To send a letter postage paid was unethical and apt to 

give offense.  Under these conditions, the public had little opportunity to become familiar with postal rates. 

They simply sealed the letter, deposited it in the post office, or in the mail box.  When Geneva issued its 

first stamps, the “Double Geneva,” it put into effect two rates, a local rate of 5 centimes and a Cantonal 

rate of 10 centimes.  You might compare these rates to the present setup of 2 and 3 cent basic rates now in 

use in this country.  In order to avoid confusion, and to quickly acquaint the public in the use of stamps, it 

is my opinion, and it seems reasonable that the design was purposely selected. 

HEALY:  That is indeed interesting. Have you any other? 

CALDWELL:  Yes, Tim, but I suggest that you ask Tom to tell you about the 2 Rappen bisect of 

1862.  Jacque has a beautiful copy on cover. 

HEALY:  Go ahead, Tom, and tell us about this bisect. 

HARRISON:  The postal treaty with Italy, effective July 1, 1862, provided for a 3 Rappen rate on 

small newspapers and printed matter.  As there was no 3 Rappen stamp in the current series, and as the 

new series scheduled for October of that year could not be available in time, the Postmaster General 

authorized a small printing of 2 Rappen stamps using the current design. 

HEALY:  I believe you said a 2 Rappen stamp was authorized and yet you said the rate was 3 

Rappen.  Did I understand you correctly? 

HARRISON:   Yes, Tim, you did.  I was about to go into that.  You see, in addition to the printed 

rate to Italy, there was also a domestic rate, the latter being 2 Rappen.  In order to keep down the cost of 

this temporary issue, only one value was printed, and instruction issued to use one, and one-half stamp, to 

make up the 3 Rappen rate.  Hence the bisect, which is so eagerly sought. 

HEALY:  Mr. Caldwell said Mr. Kilcher has a very fine copy of this bisect on cover.  Would you 

mind telling us about it? 

HARRISON:  Gladly, Tim.  There are several points about this copy which are interesting.  In the 

first place, it is on an entire newspaper, and the stamps are not severed.  Usually you find the whole 

stamp, and the bisect in two pieces.  In the second place there is an interesting error in the postmark date. 

The postmark shows the month as June.  Now the stamp was not issued until July, and further, the 

newspaper shows a July date.  You see, the month slugs used in these postmarkers are in French and the 

only difference between June and July is in the final letter, J U I N for June, J U I L for July.  The postal 

clerk had made a very simple mistake. 

HEALY:  That is a very desirable piece, and Mr. Kilcher has reason to take pride in having it in his 

collection, but I am sure our listeners are anxious to hear from the First Vice President end Editor of the 

“BULLETIN”, so may I present ... the Founder of the “Helvetia Society” ... Mr. Gustave A. von Gross ... 

from the “Quaker City” Philadelphia. 

VON GROSS:  Captain Tim ... and friends of the radio audience.  Although I am credited with being 

the founder of our Society, I feel equal honors should go to our worthy charter members, who are 

responsible in the building up “Helvetia” to what it is today.  Namely: our President Jacques Kilcher; 

Second Vice President Sophie Buser;  erstwhile Secretary Jerome Marcus;  former    (continued on page 23)  
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

You will remember in my column in the March TELL, I relayed a question from a gentleman in 

Greece about a cover sent from Rhodes to the Red Cross in Geneva in 1941.  The cover is copied below.  

We have an answer from Bob Medland of the Helvetia Society.  Paraphrasing from his analysis: 

Three days after the cover was mailed, it arrived in Geneva where it was 

back-stamped with an octagonal date-stamp of the Geneva 2 telegraph office; such of-

fices also handled Express mail.  During wartime perhaps a journey time of three 

days was not unusual – even for an airmail letter – so, first question, why was it 

handled by the Telegraph/Express office on arrival?  It was late in the day, the cancel 

reads 5 p.m. so maybe the regular clerks had gone home.  Often the telegraph clerk 

and the post office clerk were the same person. 

The Geneva post office evidently applied the pair of stickers “Eilsendung – 

ohne tax / Exprès sans taxe” which were used to identify letters sent by Express ser-

vice on official post office business, hence no surcharge was payable.  But why did the 

post office decide to arrange delivery of the letter by the Express service?  Did it con-

sider that, as an airmail item, the letter had been somehow delayed by the postal 

system? 

Bob raises some interesting additional questions about this interesting cover.  If any additional 

information comes my way, I’ll relay in a future column. 

Bob points out that four versions of these special stickers are listed in Les Étiquettes Postales 

Suisses 1876-1997 by Guignard and Vuille (1998).  He put together an illustrative explanation of the 

use of these stickers (Figure 2).  Thanks to Bob for his analysis and sharing his illustration. 

 

This month’s list of post office changes is particularly long, so let’s get at it. 

1. On February 8, 2019, the post office at 6033 Buchrain (canton Luzern) was closed  

[assumed by 6030 Ebikon] [K-cancel K1060 was last used on that date] 

2. On February 9, 2019, the post office at 3235 Erlach (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 3232 Ins] 

[K-cancel K409 was last used on that date after 52 years of service] 

3. On February 15, 2019, the post office at 2827 Mervelier (canton Jura) was closed  

[assumed by 2906 Delémont] [K-cancel K1493 was last used on that date] 

   
Fig. 1.  Cover from the island of Rhodes to Geneva; copied from the March TELL 
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4. On February 16, 2019, the post office at 6517 Arbedo (canton Ticino) was closed  

[assumed by 6532 Castione] [K-cancel K1548 was last used on that date] 

5. On February 22, 2019, the post office at 5443 Niederrohrdorf (canton Aargau) was closed  

[assumed by 5405 Dättwil] 

6. On February 23, 2019, the post office at 8309 Nürensdorf (canton Zürich) was closed  

[assumed by 8304 Wallisellen] [K-cancel K1447 was last used on that date] 

7. On February 28, 2019, the following post offices were closed: 

6964 Davesco Soragno (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6963 Pregassona] 

           
            Fig. 2.  Bob Medland’s page on Express without tax labels 
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6924 Sorengo (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6925 Gentilino]  

[K-cancel K570a was last used on that date] 

8. On March 1, 2019, the following post offices were closed: 

1957 Ardon (canton Valais) [assumed by 1963 Vétroz] 

6915 Pambio-Noranco (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6916 Grancia] 

9013 St. Gallen 13 Lachen-Vonwil (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9014 St. Gallen] 

9. On March 8, 2019, the post office at 4805 Brittnau (canton Aargau) [assumed by 4800 Zofingen]  

[K-cancel K1207 was last used on that date] 

10. On March 15, 2019, the post office at 6232 Geuensee (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6210 Sursee] 

[K-cancel K1063 was last used on that date] 

11. On March 22, 2019, the post office at 8546 Islikon (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8500 Frauenfeld] 

[K-cancel K912 was last used on that date] 

12. On March 23, 2019, the post office at 7204 Untervaz (canton Graubünden)  

[assumed by 7205 Zizers] 

13. On April 5, 2019, the post office at 6072 Sachseln (canton Obwalden) [assumed by 6072 Sachseln] 

[K-cancel K414a was last used on that date] 

14. On April 12, 2019, the post office at 1908 Riddes (canton Valais) [assumed by 1912 Leytron]  

[K-cancel K1616 was last used on that date] 

15. On April 26, 2019, the following post offices were closed: 

7165 Breil/Brigels (canton Graubünden) [assumed by7166 Trun] 

2853 Courfaivre (canton Jura) [assumed by 2800 Delémont]  

[K-cancel K1580 was last used on that date] 

9536 Schwarzenbach (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 8370 Sirnach (canton Thurgau!)]  

[K-cancel K1187 was last used on that date] 

7323 Wangs (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 8887 Mels-Zustellung]  

[K-cancel K226a was last used on that date after 49 years of service] 

16. On May 3, 2019, the following post offices were closed: 

2563 Ipsach (canton Bern) [assumed by 2500 Biel / Bienne] 

3792 Saanen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3792 Saanen]  

[K-cancel K206b was last used on that date] 

A lot of post offices with K-cancels are on the list of closings. 

The Schwarzenbach - Sirnach combination (see item 15 above) seems strange.  Figure 3 shows 

a map of the two locations.  Why was the Schwarzenbach post office assumed by Sirnach and not Wil 

which is right next to Schwarzenbach?  If anyone can figure that out, let me know. 

 
Fig. 3.  Schwarzenbach, Sirnach, and Wil 
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A Philatelic Tour of the Landi 

Part 1: The Postage Stamps 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

Prior to the Second World War, Switzerland held four national exhibitions – 1883 in Zürich, 1896 in 

Geneva, 1914 in Bern, and 1939 again in Zürich.  The 1939 exhibition was to be very important in Swiss 

history with the gathering war clouds on the horizon.  The organizers knew they needed to remind the 

Swiss of their heritage of resisting foreign domination and to celebrate the diversity of cultures in their 

small country.  And the resulting exhibition did just that.  In addition, it broke the mold of exhibitions 

which had been no more than exhibits of different manufacturers’ product lines – the 1939 exhibition was 

based on a theme – Our Country.  How well the organizers succeeded in their goal is reflected in the 

attendance – two and a half times what was expected – and in the sense of patriotism engendered which 

helped to carry them through the war. 

The exhibition ran from May 6, 1939 to October 29, 1939, but philatelically our story begins a year 

earlier on June 1, 1938.  Machine cancels publicizing the exhibition in the language of the region were used 

in post offices around the country.  Figure 1 shows the three versions of the cancel (Machine Cancel Cata-

log number 4.1.95).  Ten copies of the cancel flag were made for use in the German-speaking region of the 

country, four for the French-speaking region, and one for the Italian-speaking region.  The ten German 

versions were circulated between one to three localities over a nine and a half month period ending March 

11, 1939.  The four French versions were circulated between two each for the period June 6, 1938 to March 

14, 1939, and the Italian version between three localities for the period June 6, 1938 to March 8, 1939.  But 

even that complexity doesn’t tell the whole story.  There were three types of the crown, the date stamp part 

of the cancel, and for some localities sub-types, used over the time period resulting in a total of 34 different 

German-language cancels, 13 French, and 7 Italian examples required to complete the “set”.  While none is 

particularly scarce, the hunt for 54 cancels could keep you busy for a long time! 

 Next on February 

1, 1939, a set of stamps – 

three values, 10c, 20c, and 

30c, in three languages, 

German, French and 

Italian – was issued to 

publicize the upcoming 

exhibition.  The 10c and 

20c values were designed 

and engraved by Karl Bickel and printed in a combination of engraving and rotogravure by the PTT 

Printing establishment in Bern.  The 30c value was designed by Victor Surbek and printed by 

photogravure by Courvoisier, S.A. in La Chaux-de-Fonds.  The stamps were issued in panes of 25, lettered 

A to D.  The printing plates were replaced as many as six times as they showed wear or damage, giving the 

number following the letter. 

The 10c values show a procession of various professions, the 20c values show a group of people re-

flecting on their spiritual life, and the 30c values show the Piz Roseg and the Tschierva Glacier in Canton 

Graubünden on the Italian border.  Figure 2 shows the three designs of the set of 9, Zumstein 219-227. 

As with most Swiss stamps, new issues are available on the day of issue throughout the country.  

Figure 3 shows the German-language stamps with the February 1 cancel from Zürich; the French-language 

stamps cancelled in Geneva; and the Italian-language stamps cancelled in Locarno. 

     
Fig. 2. The first National Exhibition issue, Zumstein 219-227.  From left to right: the German 
10c , French 20c, and Italian 30c versions 

 

     
Fig. 1. Machine cancels publicizing the upcoming National Exhibition; from lef to right: German, French, and Italian versions 
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The Zumstein Spezialkatalog 

Schweiz lists many errors and plate va-

rieties for this issue.  A few of these are 

shown in the following figures.  Figure 4 

shows Zumstein 222.2.01a, a white dot 

in the upper right section of the coat of 

arms (sheet D2, stamp 16).  Figure 5 

shows Zumstein 222.2.02, a white dot 

above the top corner of the right arm of 

the Swiss cross and a red dot on the 

apron of the woman at the head of the 

procession (sheet B2, stamp 10). 

Figure 6 shows 

Zumstein 221.2.01, a blue dot 

above the “Z” of “IZERISCH” 

and a scratch from the “Z” of 

“ZÜRICH” through the “I” of 

“ZERISCH” to the upper bor-

der (sheet B1, stamp 4).  Fig-

ure 7 shows Zumstein 

227.2.02, a white dot below the 

“VE” of “HELVETIA” (sheet 

A1, stamp 5). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Fig. 6. Zumstein 222.2.01,Blue dot above the “Z” of “IZERISCH” and a scratch from the “Z” of 
“ZÜRICH” through the “I” of “ZERISCH” to the upper border 

     
Fig. 3. The three language versions of the first National Exhibition issue cancelled on the first day of issue in Zürich, Geneva, 
and Locarno 

   
Fig. 4. Zumstein 222.2.01a – white dot in the upper right section of the coat 
of arms. 

   
Fig. 5. Variety on the 10c French-language February issue, Zumstein 222.2.02 – White 
dot above the top corner of the right arm of the coat of arms and a red dot on the apron 
of the woman at the head of the procession. 
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The stamps were on sale until October 20, 1939, and valid until December 31, 1940.  Quantities is-

sued vary widely by the language of the stamp: 

 German French Italian 

10c 48,561,000 23,048,525 9,866,015 

20c 30,837,925 16,320,050 6,020,800 

30c 9,773,800 6,174,500 3,189,200 

Given the large printings and long period of validity, some interesting usages occurred.  Figure 8 

shows a cover mailed from Zürich on March 3, 1939, addressed to Philadelphia franked with the 30c 

French-language stamp correctly paying the first step international letter rate and cancelled with the ex-

hibition publicity machine cancel.  What makes this cover interesting is the note “Per SS Queen Mary”.  

According to the records of the Cunard Line, housed in the Liverpool Library, the Queen Mary sailed from 

Southampton on March 4 at 10:30 a.m., arrived in Cherbourg at 4:00 p.m., and sailed for New York at 5:40 

p.m.  Our cover probably was put on board in Cherbourg. There is no indication of the arrival date in Phil-

adelphia. 

Another cover, Figure 9, reflects the interna-

tional situation in 1939.  The cover sent from Baden 

to Prague on June 9, 1939, bears two sets of the Feb-

ruary issue – Italian and French – correctly paying 

the first step international rate to Prague (30c) plus 

the 30c international registration fee plus the 60c 

international express fee for a total of 120c.  What 

make this cover interesting is the omission of a 

country name for Prague.  In November 1938 Ger-

many, as per the September 1938 Munich agree-

ment, split Czechoslovakia into three units – 

Bohemia and Moravia, of which Prague was the cap-

ital, Slovakia, and Ruthenia.  Then on March 15, 

1939, Hitler declared Bohemia and Moravia to be a 

   
Fig. 7. Zumstein 227.2.02, white dot below the “VE” of “HELVETIA” 

 
Fig. 8.  30c French-language February issue used on cover 
to the United States 

 
Fig. 9.  Sets of the French- and Italian-language February 
issue used on cover to Bohemia and Moravia 

 
Fig. 10. Post card from the opening day parade of the National 
Exhibition showing the Federal cabinet members.  Left to 
right: Pilet-Golaz, Federal President Etter, Motta, Obrecht, 
Minger, Baumann, and Wetter. 
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German Protectorate.  While the cover bears no overt evidence of 

Germanification, the lack of a country name might have been a si-

lent protest. 

On May 6, 1939, the exhibition (which came to be known as 

the “Landi”, short for the German word Landesausstellung, “na-

tional exhibition”) opened with great fanfare.      Figure 10 shows a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

postcard from the Landi with a picture of the Fed-

eral Cabinet in a parade through the streets of Zü-

rich leading up to the opening of the gates.  The 

formal opening of the Landi was marked by the 

raising of the Swiss flag surrounded by a circle of 

the cantonal banners on the Bürkliplatz on the 

shore of the Lake of Zürich (Figure 11). 

The Landi occupied two areas on opposite 

shores of the lake.  Figure 12 shows a postcard of an 

aerial view of the left bank venue and Figure 13 the 

right bank.  The Bürkliplatz is located at the top of 

the lake midway between the two venues. There 

were four postal facilities on the grounds of the 

Landi.  There was a demonstration post office in the 

P.T.T. Pavilion which had a machine canceller in 

addition to a hand canceller.  Figure 14 shows a 

post card of the P.T.T. Pavilion and Figures 15 and 

 
Fig. 11. Post card showing the opening 
ceremony of the National Exhibition at the 
Bürkliplatz with the raising of the Swiss flag 
in a circle of the cantonal banners. 

 
Fig. 12. Post card of an aerial view of the left bank venue of 
the National Exhibition 

 
Fig. 13. Post card of an aerial view of the right bank venue of 
the National Exhibition 

 
Fig. 14. Post card of the P.T.T. pavilion, housing the 
demonstratin post office 

 
Fig. 15. Post card cancelled with thePavilion machine cancel 
of the Pavilion post office  
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16 show post cards cancelled with the machine cancel 

and hand cancel, respectively. 

There was also a small postal facility at the en-

trance to the left bank venue (“Enge”). Figure 17 shows a 

page from the presentation booklet showing the Enge 

postal facility and Figure 18 a post card with the Enge 

hand cancel. 

 On the right bank venue, there was a post office 

in the “Gemeindehaus” in the Dörfli (“Little 

 
Fig. 20. Post card cancelled with the Dörfli hand cancel of the  

Postal facility in the Gemeindehaus 

 
Fig. 18. Post card cancelled with the Enge hand cancel 

 
Fig. 19. Post card of the Gemeindhaus in the Dörfli, housing 
the Dörfli  postal facility 

 
Fig. 21. The postal bus postal facility 

 
Fig. 16. Post card cancelled with Pavilion hand cancel of the 
Pavilion demonstration post office 

 
Fig. 17. Page from a presentation booklet showing 
the Enge postal facility  
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Village), shown in Figure 19.  Figure 20 shows a post card cancelled with the Dörfli hand cancel.  There 

was one other postal facility on the right bank – a postal bus was located adjacent to the entertainment 

area.  Figure 21 shows a post card of the postal bus and Figure 22 shows a post card cancelled with the 

postal bus hand cancel. 

 The Landi postal facilities each had their own 

postal forms and etiquettes.  Figures 23 and 24 show 

Nachnahme (C.O.D.) envelopes from the Pavilion 

post office (interestingly postmarked at the Dörfli 

postal facility) and the Dörfli postal facility, 

respectively.  The post offices also had their own 

registration labels, some of which can be seen on 

covers in subseqent figures. 

On the opening day a set of 12 stamps show-

ing a crossbow and an flowering apple branch was 

issued.  The crossbow was the logo of a Swiss-made 

item.  Again, three sets of stamps in the three lan-

guages made up the issue, this time adding a 5c val-

ue.  The stamps were on sale until the closing day of 

the Landi, October 29, 1939, and valid until Decem-

ber 31, 1940. 

The designer of the stamps was Victor Surbek. Except for 

the 10c values, the stamps were printed by the PTT Printing 

establishment in Bern. Contrary to what the catalogs say, all 

three of the 10c stamps were printed by Courvoisier S.A., La 

Chaux-de-Fonds (all three 10c stamps have the Couvoisier im-

print in the lower margin). All values were issued in single-

language, 50-stamp sheet form. The three (continued on page 17)  

 
Fig. 22. Post card cancelled with the Automobil Post Bureau 
hand cancel of the postal bus postal facility 

 
Fig. 23. Nachnahme envelope from the Dörfli postal facility 

 
Fig. 24. Nachnahme envelope from the P.T.T. pavilion post 
office 

     
Fig. 25. The second National Exhibition issue sheet stamps,  

Zumstein 228B-239B 

 

 

 
Fig. 26. The three coil values of the May is-
sue in se-tenant strips of three 
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The data panel at the top of the Zumstein Spezialkatalog listings for the May 1939 National Expo-

sition set under “Printer”: 

“ZNr. 228, 230-239: Wertzeichendruckerei PTT, Bern, ZNr. 229y: Courvoisier SA, 

La Chaux-de-Fonds” 

Zumstein 229y is the 10c German-language value; 229Ry the coil version and 

229By the sheet version. 

We have always been instructed to tell the 

10c German-language coil and sheet stamps apart 

you look at the position of the “A” of COURVOISIER 

S A with respect to the “V” of HELVETIA. Only the 

German-language 10c sheet stamp was printed on 

smooth paper as was the coil version (the French 

and Italian 10c sheet stamps were printed on grilled 

paper) so this test was the only way to distinguish 

the two. 

It has always puzzled me 

why Courvoisier printed the coils 

but only the 10c German-language 

sheet stamp.  Why not the French 

and Italian versions too? I can un-

derstand splitting the print job be-

tween two printers but dividing the 

printing of one value seems to defy logic, particularly since the 10c German-language stamp had the high-

est printing of the 12 sheet stamps. 

I took a close look at blocks of four of the 10c stamp in each of the three languages. As you can see 

from the figures, all three versions have the Couvoisier imprint at the bottom.  The other values of the set 

have no printer name.  If the PTT printed the French and Italian versions, why the Courvoiser imprint?  

I’ve included a scan of a coil strip of three for comparison. 

In the enlargements of the bottom area of the three sheet stamps you can see the “A” is just barely 

to the right of the “V”.  The enlargement of the coil shows the “A” to the left of the “V”. 

Can anyone explain the Spezialkatalog data?  Or has it been wrong for 80 years? 

 
10c French sheet 

 
10c German sheet 

 
10c coil detail 

 
10c coil 

 
10c Italian sheet detail 

 
10c French sheet detail 

 
10c German sheet detail 

 
10c Italian sheet 
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A Philatelic Tour of the Landi 
(continued from page 15)  low values were also issued in horizontal coil form with the three languages se-

tenant. The sheet stamps were printed on grilled paper with short red and blue fibers except for the 10c 

German-language stamp which was printed on smooth paper. All the coil stamps were printed on smooth 

paper with long red and blue fibers. Coil stamps can be identified by this smooth paper.  In addition, the 

coil stamps had an accounting number printed on the back of every fifth stamp.  Figure 29 shows three 

values of the set of 12 sheet stamps (Zumstein 228B - 239B).  Figure 30 shows the se-tenant strips of 3 of 

the coil stamps showing the three languages (Zumstein 228R-230R, 232R-234R, 236R-238R).  Figure 31 

shows a strip of 11 of the coil stamps with two accounting numbers on the back. 

The 10c sheet and coil stamps can be distinguished 

by location of the “A” of “COURVOISIER S.A.”. On the sheet 

versions the “A” is directly below the “V”; on the coil ver-

sions it is slightly to the left.  The 10c French and Italian 

stamps, as mentioned above, were printed on grilled paper 

so the paper type is just an additional distinguishing char-

acteristic.  However, as both the sheet and coil versions of 

the 10c German-language stamp were printed on smooth 

paper, the position of the “A” is the only way to distinguish 

the two versions. Figure 32 shows the two positions of the 

“A”.As opposed to the February issue, the May issue was 

only available on the first day of issue at the postal facilities 

on the grounds of the Landi.  Figure 29 shows three leaflets 

with stamps  in each of the three languages cancelled at the post office in the P.T.T. Pavilion on the 

grounds of the Landi on the first day of issue. 

 
Fig. 31. Front and back of a coil strip of 11 of the 10c value of the May issue showing two accounting numbers on the back 

                    
 

   
Fig. 28.  The 10c German second National Exhibi-
tion issue coil (left) and sheet (right) stamps 

     
Fig. 29.  The three language versions of the second National Exhibition issue cancelled on the first day at the P.T.T. 
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Figure 30 shows a first day cover of the German-language set addressed to Penang in the Straits 

Settlements (now Malaysia).  The stamps (total face value 65c) overpay the first step international letter 

rate to the Straits Settlements (30c) plus the international registration fee (30c) by 5c.  Note the registra-

tion label from the P.T.T. Pavilion.  The cover was backstamped in Singapore on May 29 and in Penang on 

May 30, 24 days in transit. 

Figure 31 shows a similar first day cover, this of the French-language set, addressed to Seattle, 

Washington.  Again, the stamps overpay the letter rate plus registration fee by 5c.  The cover was 

backstamped in Chicago on May 16 and in Seattle of May 19, ten days to travel to the United States and 3 

days to travel from Chicago to Seattle. 

Some interesting usages of the May issue are shown in the next four figures.  Figure 32 shows an 

air mail cover sent to Saidia du Kiss from the Zürich airport on July 4, arriving in Casablanca on July 6, 

Oujda on July 7, and arriving in Saidia the same day.  Saidia is in northeastern Morocco on the Mediterra-

nean coast.  The 80c postage paid the first step international rate (30c) plus the international registration 

fee (30c) plus the air mail surcharge of 10c per 5 grams.  Even though there is no weight indicated on the 

cover, it is likely that it weighed more than 5 grams, a very minimal weight. 

 

 

 Figure 33 shows a post card from the Landi to Accra in the Gold Coast (now Ghana) mailed August 

10, 1939, from the Dörfli post office on the Landi grounds.  The 20c German-language stamp correctly pays 

the international post card rate. 

 
Fig. 30. First day cover sent to Penang in the Straits Set-
tlements franked with the German-language set of the se-
cond National Exhibition issue overpaying by 5c the first 
step international rate (30c) plus the international registra-
tion fee (30c) for a total of 60c 

 

 
Fig. 31. First day cover sent to Seattle, Washington, franked 
with the French set of the second National Exhibition issue, 
overpaying by 5c the first step international rate (30c) plus the 
international registration fee (30c) for a total of 60c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Space for an ad 
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The next cover, Figure 34, shows a cover 

sent to the same person as the cover shown in Figure 9.  This cover is franked with a complete set of the 

May issue, overpaying by 75c the first step international letter rate to Prague (30c) plus the international 

registration fee (30c) plus the international express fee (60c) = 120c (195c postage on the cover) – an obvi-

ous philatelically inspired cover.  The cover was cancelled on June 4, 1939, at the Dörfli post office and 

backstamped in Prague on June 6, 1939. 

Figure 35 shows a coil strip of seven, cancelled on August 1, 1939, of the 10c May issue correctly 

paying the local (in city) letter rate of 10c plus the 20c domestic registration fee plus the 40c domestic ex-

press fee.  As August 1 is the Swiss National Festival Day (the equivalent of our Fourth of July), a special 

demonstration from the Swiss Army was held at the Landi and at an adjacent open area.  The cover is can-

celled with a Feldpost 27 cancel, Feldpost 27 having been assigned to the Landi for the August 1 demon-

stration.  In addition to the Feldpost cancel, the cover bears a Feldpost registration label and a rubber 

stamp cachet “Wehrvorführungen   Zürich 1939 Schweiz. Landes-ausstellung” (Military Demonstrations 

Zürich 1939 Swiss National Exhibition). 

The next four figures show covers with the correct usage of each of the four values of the May set.  

Figure 36 shows the correct use of the 5c stamp to pay the printed matter rate (5c) for a post card with only 

a short message.  The Landi post card was mailed from Zürich to Urnäsch in Canton Appenzell 

Ausserrhoden on June 21, 1939. 

 
Fig. 33. Post card sent from the Dörfli postal facility to Accra 
in the Gold Coast (now Ghana) correctly paying the interna-
tional post card rate of 20c 

 
Fig. 32. Cover sent to Saidia du Kiss in Morocco, paying  the 
first step international rate (30c) plus the international regis-
tration fee (30c) plus the airmail surcharge of 10c per 5 grams 
x 2 for a total of 80c 

 
Fig. 34. Cover sent on June 3, 1939, from Dörfli postal facility 
to Prague, franked with all three sets – German, French, and 
Italian – of the second National Exhibition issue, overpaying 
by 75c the first step international rate (30c) plus the inter-
national registration fee (30c) plus the international express 
fee (60c) for a total of 120c (195c postage on the cover) 

 
Fig. 35. Cover franked with a coil strip of seven sent on 
August 1, 1939, from the special Feldpost office at the 
Landi for the National Day military demonstrations, correctly 
paying  the local (in city) letter rate (10c) plus the domestic 
registration fee (20c) plus the domestic express fee (40c) 
for a total of 70c. 
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Figure 37 shows a Landi post card bearing the 10c stamp correctly paying the domestic post card 

rate.  Sent from the P.T.T. Pavilion at the Landi to Trogen in Canton Appenzell Ausserrhoden, the stamp 

was cancelled with the Landi machine cancel (date illegible). 

Figure 38 shows a Landi post card with the 20c stamp correctly paying the international post card 

rate.  Sent from the Dörfli post office at the Landi to Grünstadt, Germany on July 28, 1939. 

Finally, Figure 39 shows a letter mailed from Zürich to New York with the 30c stamp correctly pay-

ing the first step international letter rate. 

 

 
Fig. 38. Post card paying the 20c international post card 
rate 

 
Fig. 39. Letter mailed from Zürich to New York, paying the 
first step international letter rate 

 
Fig. 36. Post card paying the 5c printed matter rate with 
only a short message 

 
Fig. 37. Post card paying the 10c domestic post card rate 
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As with the February issue the 

Zumstein Spezialkatalog Schweiz lists 

many errors and plate varieties for the 

May issue.  A few of these are shown in 

the following figures.  Figure 40 shows 

Zumstein 228Bz.2.03, the 5c German-

language stamp with a white dot in the “5” 

(sheet A1, stamp 19).  Figure 41 shows 

Zumstein 233Bz.3.01, the 10c French-

language stamp with a retouch 

above the “0” of the “10”.  Fig-

ure 42 shows another retouch, 

Zumstein 233Bz.3.02, the 10c 

French-language stamp with a 

retouch over the “A 1” of 

“HELVETIA 10”. Lastly Fig-

ure 43 shows Zumstein 

230Bz.3.01, the German-

language stamp with a retouch 

over the “A” of “HELVETIA”. 

The stamps were on sale until October 29, 1939 at the Landi, country-wide after that date, and val-

id until December 31, 1940.  Quantities issued vary widely by the language of the stamp: 

 Sheet stamps:   German    French    Italian 

   5c 1,975,000  1,525,000  1,051,000 

   10c 3,250,000  2,110,000  1,341,000 

   20c 2,350,000  1,410,000     940,000 

   30c 1,575,000     990,000     835,000 

 Coil stamps: 5c 524,667 in each language (1,574,000 total) 

   10c 646,000 in each language (1,938,000 total) 

   20c 302,334 in each language (907,000 total) 

 

The next section of this Philatelic Tour will discuss the Landi postal stationery. 

 

 

Beware of Private Overprints! 
(Continued form page 1)   Now, on private initiative, so-called gold imprints have been sold for the 

exhibition "Extrem 175 Jahre Schweizer Briefmarken" (Extrem 175 Years of Swiss Postage Stamps).  The 

special stamps of 100 (+50) C. were privately printed with the gold imprint EXTREM and sold for CHF 5.  

In addition to this gold imprint, dealers now also sell silver imprints and even mixed imprints in a 

silver/gold version!  In the meantime, whole sheets of these private gold prints are available at the “bargain 

price” of  Fr. 145 [mint] and Fr.195 [used with first day cancel]; with silver print EXTREM at Fr. 248 

[mint] and Fr.375 [used with first day cancel] and in a mixed silver/gold version the print at Fr. 299 [mint] 

and Fr.395 [used with first day cancel]. 

The latest trick to follow, too, is the golden private overprint “Morgestraich 11. März 2019” on the 

new special stamp Basler Fasnacht - lmmateriales Kulturerbe der Menschheit (see page 1). The stamp 

with private overprint costs Fr. 5.- [mint] and the sheet Fr.80.- [mint] and Fr. 100.- [used]. 

Until further notice, Swiss Post will tolerate such private imprints on its stamps as long as they are 

not discriminatory or racist!  This means in principle that every collector can make his own imprint, if he 

wants, in bronze or platinum or in his favorite color. These privately produced gimmicks will therefore 

certainly not become valuable and, as already described in the Zumstein Switzerland/Liechtenstein 

Catalogue 2019 on page 477, they will also not be included in the Zumstein Catalogue. 

   
Fig. 43.  Zumstein 230Bz.3.01, retouch over 

the “A” of “HELVETIA” 

   
Fig. 42.  Zumstein 233Bz.3.02, retouch 
above the “A 1” of “HELVETIA 10” 

   
Fig. 41.  Zumstein 233Bz.3.01, 
retouch above the “0” of “10” 

   
Fig. 40. Zumstein 228Bz.2.03, white dot 
in the “5”  
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Philately on the Radio 
(continued from page 6)  Treasurer Thomas F. Harrison; and our original Governors Henry W. Salisbury 

and George W. Caldwell. 

HEALY:  As a native of Switzerland, I am sure you can give us some first hand information on how 

the present European conflict affects Switzerland philatelically?  Won’t you tell us something about the 

present military stamps and soldiers mail of that country in general, and whether the Swiss military 

stamps are genuine postage, or poster stamps. 

VON GROSS:  The military labels, commonly referred to as military stamps by the Swiss catalogers 

Zumstein & Cie. of Bern, are in reality only labels.  They are purely of a private nature, are not issued by 

the government, and have no franking value whatever.  There are two distinct types.  Those issued by the 

different military units to raise funds for the needy families of the soldier; and those issued in booklet form 

(20 different labels to the booklet), to help care for the destitute repatriated Swiss refugees returned from 

belligerent countries.  Of the former, the 1939 and 1940 issues, there exist at present close to two thousand 

different varieties.  The collecting of these labels, especially postally used, has become very popular in 

Switzerland, and opened a new field for the cancellation collectors. 

HEALY:  If these labels, as you mentioned awhile ago, have no franking value, how can they be 

postally used, and of what philatelic merit are they to the philatelists? 

VON GROSS:  Tim, the soldiers enjoy vast free franking privileges, and all mail sent by them is 

obliterated with the fieldpost cancellation.  For example, in many cases the soldiers affixed the military 

label issued by their particular troop unit where the postage stamp would be.  The individual “Troop” 

fieldpost office station then would tie to the label what is known as a “clearance cancellation,” containing 

the name of the military unit from hence the mail originated, in addition to the prescribed marking 

“Feldpost,” or the numeral assigned to such station. 

HARRISON:  Gus, if I remember correctly, in your November BULLETIN you mentioned some-

thing about franked soldier mail in this connection.  If soldier mail was exempt from postage, what caused 

the government to alter their decision? 

VON GROSS:  Tom, the government did not change its original status as far as non-commercial 

soldier mail is concerned, but when the correspondence, which resulted between the military units who is-

sued the soldier labels, and the public who purchased them became too great, the authority decided that 

these letters, due to their commercial nature, will be subject to postage.  Consequently, franked letters, 

some with the combination of current postage stamps and military labels obliterated with the fieldpost 

cancellation, soon were plentiful.  Without doubt, the most precious gems in any war cover collection, are 

entires of “INTERNED SOLDIER” mail, but the time is too short to go into a detailed discussion.  Suffice to 

say, our BULLETIN fully covers this subject and is indispensable to the collector searching information on 

the “INTERNED SOLDIER” mail of Switzerland.  In conclusion, I am very grateful to the National Federa-

tion of Stamp Clubs, and to the National Broadcasting Company, for the opportunity “Helvetia” has been 

given to present this Switzerland program. 

 

More Impossible Cancels 
(Continued from page 4)   

Fig. 4: The Luzern 1.XIII.67 cancel from the Swiss 

Museum of Transport is a 

head scratcher.  It is hard to 

understand how the canceler 

could possibly have even been 

manufactured with a month of 

XIII.  Adding to the problem is 

that the stamp was issued 

29.VIII.1953 and valid only 

until 31.XII.1953.  The muse-

um was opened in 1959, so the 

stamp could not possibly have 

been validly canceled at the museum at all!  Gon-

zalez has seen the cancellation "Luzern – 

Verkehrhaus der Schweiz"  used as early as 1961, 

but could not trace that particular cancellation 

back to its original date alt-

hough it should not be before 

1959.   

 There are also errors 

in which a future date is used 

in a canceller.  The trouble 

with those errors is that 

eventually the date is 

reached, and it is no longer 

an obvious error...   
Fig. 4.  1967 had 13 months? 
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