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This article was published in Rhône Philatélie, December 2018, pages 6 and 7.  It is 
reprinted here with the gracious permission of Rhône Philatélie and the author.  The 
translation is by DeepL, found on the website www.deepl.com, monitored by your editor. 

     Before and after the exhibition "Extreme: 175 years of Swiss stamps" everyone talks about cantonal 

stamps, their rarity, price, use and display.  However, there is too little mention of federal stamps, more 

specifically, the combinations among the first stamps from the Bernese Karl Durheim establishment, the 

Durheim issues. 

On 5 April 1850 the Federal 

Council authorized the eleven Postal 

District Directorates to operate the local 

post office network.  The 36 major localities 

are later followed by others.  The new 

federal stamps produced by Karl Durheim, 

a stamp at 2½ Rappen, were now to be 

used.  Their use extends from 16 July 1850 

to 30 September 1854. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Letter from Zurich to Aarau to Councilor Wagner, Head of the Police 
Department in Aarau, franked with 7½ Rappen, corresponding to a second 
weight step (½-1 loth) for the first rayon (up to 48km).  Both stamps are 
cancelled by a black Zurich rosette (cancellation group 1/n°1). The circular 
postmark in red is from group 112 n°2. 
There are 87 examples known so far of the combination of a 17II 

Rayon (B2-LO stone, type 1) and a 14I Poste Locale (type 16). 

AHPS has some new officers.  Profiles 

of Mike Peter and Steve Opheim, on 

pages 2 and 3, introduce them to you.  

Profiles of John Kofranek and Bob 

Zahm will be in the May TELL. 

http://www.deepl.com/
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Profile: Mike Peter 

Mike is our AHPS president.  While he has been 
an officer and an exhibitor and thus is well known 
to some of us, this is to help us become better ac-
quainted. 

 I was born in Kiel, Germa-

ny; my family immigrated to the 

Minneapolis, MN area when I was 

young.  My father was, and is, a 

stamp collector.  Once a month he 

would visit a couple of the local 

stamp shops and drag me along. As 

I got a bit older, I noticed some at-

tractive stamps with animals and 

bugs on them – Swiss semi-postals.  

My father bought me a few, and my 

stamp collecting began.   

 My father thought that 

Swiss Stamps were a nice country 

to collect as they did not issue a lot of stamps.  He 

also signed me up with PTT program and they sent 

me all the new issues mint, used and on cover.  

Since my father collected various German stamps I 

also figured this was a good way for us not to com-

pete over items when I got older. He also bought 

me Swiss soldier stamps which were relatively in-

expensive at the time, but with pictures of military 

stuff it was easy to catch a young boy’s interest. 

Like most collectors, once college started I 

put away my collection  Eventually I moved to St. 

Louis where I had purchased a manufacturing 

company. We manufacture industrial paints for 

other manufacturing companies.  You probably 

have seen my product on aluminum boats, truck 

brake shoes and STIHL chainsaws – all major 

niches of my business. 

Living in St Louis, I was fortunate to meet 

Dr. Heinrich Heissinger, who became a wonderful 

mentor to me.  . A local dealer told me about this 

advanced collector with a more advanced 

knowledge of Swiss philately. I reached out to him 

in a letter expressing my desire to meet and to 

learn more about Swiss philately.  We would get 

together on occasion, and I would soak up every-

thing he told me.  He turned me on to Swiss auc-

tion houses to help me accumulate.  He was always 

willing to answer my questions and lend me books 

from his vast Swiss literature library.  I am forever 

grateful for his help.   

Number one among my col-

lecting interests is Swiss Zeppelin 

Mail.  I also started to collect varie-

ties of Swiss stamps.  I spent many 

evenings studying the Swiss Special-

ized Catalog and memorizing the 

plate flaws and other varieties.  

Thus, when I went to shows or shops 

I could spot these treasures.  

Knowledge is power when it comes 

to seeing these varieties!  I collect 

Swiss registered mail from the 

stampless period thru the Strubels.  

I have a nice collection of the light blue rayons (Z. 

17II).  In the last decade, I started to collect WW II 

volunteer mail – Swiss volunteers who fought for 

Germany during the war.  I started a “heimat” col-

lection of Kiel postal history from my birthplace.  

Always was fascinated with the Rohrpost systems 

around the world, I have put together a nice exhib-

it of Berlin Rohrpost. 

My father was an advanced collector who 

exhibited his material.  I have followed in his foot-

steps. I am proud to say I convinced Heinrich to 

exhibit his material.  He received a Gold and 

Grand Award on his first time out with his fantas-

tic Durheim collection.  I also recruited him to be a 

part of the USA team in the Swiss Team Competi-

tion where we eventually won; Harlan Stone and 

Dr. Ralph Soderberg were our other teammates.  I 

have exhibited at the last few NABA shows in 

Switzerland and have met a ton of fellow collec-

tors. 

My exhibiting interest led me to become an 

APS judge.  I judge a few shows a year.  Bob Zei-

gler and I usually trade off judging our annual 

AHPS conventions.  Being a judge has helped me 

 

To Postal Stationery collectors:  

If you need a mint set of the 4 stamped envelopes 

issued on November 15, I can send you a set for 

$5.50 postpaid, which is my cost.  Swiss Post on-

ly sells these envelopes in packs of 10 so I have 9 

sets left over. 

The set includes two A-Post stamped envelopes 

(one each with and without a address window) 

and the same for two B-Post envelopes.  My ad-

dress is on page 18 in TELL.   Dick Hall 

 

Donate a Luftpost Handbuch? 
Gerry Diamond, our auction manager, needs a 

newer Luftpost Handbuch than the one he has 

been using for our auctions.  Can someone donate 

either a 2013 or a 2018 copy?  As a donation to 

AHPS, it would be tax deductible.  AHPS can pay 

the postage.  Find Gerry’s contact information on 

page 18.  
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become a better exhibitor; it has also made me ap-

preciate the wide variety of collecting interests. 

I am also involved in the Germany Philatel-

ic Society (GPS) where I am a Board member and 

currently serve as its Secretary/Treasurer.  And a 

few years ago I stepped up to become the Executive 

Director of the St. Louis Stamp EXPO when the 

alternative was No more St. Louis Stamp Show!  

We are a thriving show and continue to be a top 

five show in the country. 

I am married to Tiffany, who has embraced 

our hobby.  She helps me a lot at the EX-

PO and loves coming to Stamp shows with 

me.  We enjoy looking at various tourist 

parts of the cities we go to; that is a part of 

the fun.  I have even turned Tiffany into a 

collector; she collects Black Americana 

postcards, KKK material, and celebrity 

mail.  We have identical twin boys (Hans 

and Wolfgang), and I have two daughters 

from a previous marriage. 

The most rewarding thing of the 

AHPS is the members we meet.  We all 

collect different parts of Switzerland phi-

lately.  We share our knowledge and help 

each other find items to enhance each others’ col-

lections.  We participate in our conventions and 

travel to Switzerland on occasion and participate 

in their shows.  In our spare time we explore parts 

of Switzerland that are so beautiful.  How better to 

enjoy it than with our philatelic friends!  We have 

shared numerous beers and some very nice meals.  

I can truly say that going to our conventions and 

seeing everyone is a highlight. 

The AHPS is strong financially and our 

membership seems to be pretty stable.  Tell your 

friends about us and help us sign up new mem-

bers! 

I am pleased to be elected as your Presi-

dent.  It’s an honor.  My main goal as AHPS Presi-

dent is to try and have more members participate 

at our conventions. As I said, it’s the people you 

meet that make our hobby so great.  Another goal 

is to increase membership.  

 

Profile: Steve Opheim 
Steve is the new vice president of AHPS.  This is 
to introduce him to the AHPS membership. 

 Thank you for the 

privilege and opportunity 

to serve as the vice-

president of the American 

Helvetia Philatelic Socie-

ty.  The stamps of Swit-

zerland and Liechtenstein 

are fascinating and beau-

tiful, and it is a pleasure 

to promote our shared col-

lecting and philatelic in-

terests. 

 For the past 25 

years I have vacationed in 

Switzerland, Germany, and Austria, enjoying train 

and boat travel, scenic splendor, and cultural expe-

riences.  More recently my trips have focused on 

visiting stamp shows and stamp dealers and hik-

ing in the Berner Oberland.  Communicating in 

German that I learned in college adds meaning, 

and it is now about Bier, Berge und Briefmarken. 

 I started stamp collecting as a Cub Scout 

with the encouragement of my father and grandfa-

ther, earned the Stamp Collecting merit badge as a 

Boy Scout, and I collected primarily United States 

stamps until law school consumed my time.  My 

stamp collection sat largely untouched for 24 years 

until the passion of collecting was rekindled 11 

years ago when I bought out of curiosity  The Post-

al Service Guide to U.S. Stamps. 

 At a local stamp shop I was introduced to 

hingeless stamp albums, and I saw in the Scott 

catalog the stamps of Switzerland depicting cul-

ture, places, and subjects I had seen on my trips.  

It was a revelation.   Steadily my countries collect-

ed expanded from Switzerland and the United 

States to include the Federal Republic of Germany 

and Berlin, Austria, Liechtenstein, Norway, and 

Sweden. 

 I am an attorney-at-law in Saint Paul, 

Minnesota, practicing primarily in the areas of 

business and commercial     (continued on page 17) 

A Nice Prize for Dick Hall  
Dick Hall, along with co-authors Eric Lienhard, 

Remi Kohler, and Hans Baumann, has written a 

new book Katalog der Karten und Souvenirs der 

Schweizerischen Landesausstellung 1939 in Zü-

rich (Catalog of the Cards and Souvenirs of the 

Swiss Natinal Exhibition in 1939 in Zürich).  In 

the 2018 literature competition sponsored by 

the Foundation for the Development of Philate-

ly, their book won a prize of 500 Swiss Francs, 

to be divided among the four authors. 

Hearty congratulations to Dick!! 
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Combinations of  

Federal Stamps 
(Continued from page 1)  We cannot speak 

of mixed postage, but rather of combined postage, 

as is the case for combinations of the number and 

cross type with standing Helvetias, because their 

period of use is identical. 

In the "Schweizer Briefmarken Katalog" 

(SBK) you will find a list with the combinations of 

the first federal stamps.  In this list there exist 

1368 covers; and we would like to give you some 

examples. 

Always have such items expertized to avoid 

unpleasant surprises when you want to resell your 

collection. 

 

 
Letter from Neuchâtel to St-Imier, franked with 7½ Rappen. 
Both stamps are cancelled by a blue circled P.P. (group 12/B, 
n°61). The postmark in blue is from group 124 n°13. 
The franking on this letter is a Rayon 15II (type 30) and a 
Poste Locale 14I (type 19) 

 
Letter from Zurich to Bärentschwil in the canton of Zurich, ad-
dressed to Mr. Reinhart Guyer in the Neuthal, franked with 7½ 
Rappen.  Both stamps are cancelled by a black federal grid. 
The circular postmark in red is from group 112 n°2. To the right 
of the stamps is a mark "N: Abg:" in red which is from group 24 
n°1 (former AW Nr. 786). 
Of this combination, rayon 17II (stone B1-LU, type 9) and 

Orts-Post 13Ia (type 22), only 27 pieces are known so far. 

 
The last letter is sent from Bellinzona to Augio Valle Calanca to 
the attention of Signore Giovanni Ronco. Both stamps are can-
celled by a black federal grid. Bellinzona's black postmark is 
from group 109. On the back is Grono's transit stamp, also 
from group 109. 
These are a rayon 15II (type 20) and a Poste Locale 14I 

(type 4). 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

A collector in Greece has a 1941 airmail cover from the Do-

decanese Islands to the Red Cross in Geneva with a pair of express 

labels applied on arrival in Switzerland that read “Expres sans 

taxe”  (Figures 1 and 2).  His question is “why the ‘sans taxe’”?  

Just to remind you of a bit of history, in 1941 the Dodecanese Is-

lands were occupied by Italy.  I do not know if this has any bearing 

on the question.  Our Greek friend, who found us from our web 

site, says “My understanding is that these labels were applied by 

the Swiss post office on incoming items that for some reason were 

delayed – in this case the airmail connections were not made?”  If 

anyone has the answer, please let me know and I’ll relay to our 

Greek friend. 

The Swiss Post has released the quantities issued for the 

issues of 2016; see it on the next two pages.  I find it interesting 

that the sales of the Pro Patria booklet are so small – just 21,500 

copies sold.  And again, the postal cards sell, for the most part – 

the Gotthard Tunnel being the exception – in quantities well under 

10,000 copies.  I wonder how many of these cards get used in non-

philatelic correspondence. 

 
Fig. 1.  From Rodi in the Dodecanese Islands to Geneva, 
mrked “Express without fee” 

 
Fig. 2.  Back of the same cover 

 
Fig. 3.  Location of Marthalen 
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Because of editorial deadlines and slowness of the post office in publishing their monthly 

“PhilaNews” I only have four post office changes to report. 

1.  On January 15, 2019, the post office at 1077 Servion (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1607 Palézieux] 

2.  On January 18, 2019, the post office at 6247 Schötz (canton Luzern) was closed [assumed by 6244 

Nebikon] [K-cancel K973  was last used on that date] 

3.  On January 25, 2019, the post office at 3203 Mühleberg (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 3205 

Gümmenen] 

4.  On January 26, 2019, the post office at 8460 Marthalen (canton Zürich) was closed [assumed by 8200 

Schaffhausen in canton Schaffhausen]  

Marthalen is about 8.5 km south of Schaffhausen in an area where three cantons come together, 

Zürich to the south, Thurgau to the east, Schaffhausen to the north, and Germany to the west (Figure 3) – 

a very complicated set of boundaries. 

 

Swiss 2016 Stamp and Postal Stationery Issues 
 

Zumstein 

# 

 Date of Issue Denomi-

nation 

Quantity 

Issued 

1576 75th Anniversary of the Swiss Merchant 

Fleet - Lavaux 

March 3, 2016 CHF 0.85 1,020,000 

1577 75th Anniversary of the Swiss Merchant 

Fleet - Lugano 

March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 930,000 

1578 75th Anniversary of the Swiss Merchant 

Fleet - Lausanne 

March 3, 2016 CHF 1.50 990,000 

1579 75th Anniversary of the Swiss Merchant 

Fleet - Stockhorn 

March 3, 2016 CHF 2.00 430,000 

     

1580 Marie Heim-Vögtlin 1845 - 1916 March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 630,000 
     

1581 Henri Nestlé - 150th Anniversary of the 

Nestlé Company 

March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 690,000 

     

1582 Molly Monster on the Bridge March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 170,000 

 Molly Monster on the Bridge - Postal Card March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 6,300 

1583 Molly Monster in the Cablecar March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 170,000 

 Molly Monster in the Cablecar - Postal Card March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 6,300 

MH103 Booklet -  Molly Monster March 3, 2016 CHF 10.00 80,000 
     

1584 100th Anniversary of the Dada Movement - 

Hugo Ball 

March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 670,000 

1585 100th Anniversary of the Dada Movement - 

Sophie Taeuber-Arp 

March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 720,000 

     

1586 150th Anniversary of the Swiss Red Cross 

SRK 

March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 830,000 

     

1587 100th Anniversary of the Swiss Abroad Or-

ganization (ASO) 

March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 550,000 

     

1588 50th Anniversary of Tox Info Suisse (Poison 

Hotline) 

March 3, 2016 CHF 1.00 500,000 

     

1589 Gottardo 2016 - Erstfeld May 12, 2016 CHF 1.00 1,010,000 

 Gottardo 2016 - Erstfeld - Postal Card May 12, 2016 CHF 1.00 16,900 

1590 Gottardo 2016 - Bodio May 12, 2016 CHF 1.00 1,010,000 

 Gottardo 2016 - Bodio - Postal Card May 12, 2016 CHF 1.00 16,900 
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Zumstein 

# 

 Date of Issue Denomi-

nation 

Quantity 

Issued 

1591 Schwingen May 12, 2016 CHF 1.00 1,030,000 
     

1592 Nocturnal Animals - Tawny Owl May 12, 2016 CHF 0.85 1,410,000 

1593 Nocturnal Animals - Garden Dormouse May 12, 2016 CHF 1.00 1,140,000 

1594 Nocturnal Animals - European Glow-worm May 12, 2016 CHF 1.50 690,000 

1595 Nocturnal Animals - Hedgehog May 12, 2016 CHF 2.00 630,000 
     

1596 Bodensee Triptych - Säntis and Romanshorn May 12, 2016 CHF 0.85 540,000 

1597 Bodensee Triptych - Obersee May 12, 2016 CHF 0.85 560,000 

1598 Bodensee Triptych - Untersee and 

Ermatingen 

May 12, 2016 CHF 0.85 540,000 

     

1599 Europa - Think Green May 12, 2016 CHF 1.00 435,000 

1600 Europa - Be Green May 12, 2016 CHF 1.00 435,000 
     

1601 Solar Impulse July 27, 2016 CHF 1.00 1,810,000 
     

1604 Souvenir Sheet - Lasercut Butterfly and 

Flower 

September 8, 2016 CHF 2.00 350,000 

1605 Souvenir Sheet -  Typical Swiss Landscapes - 

Verzascatal 

September 8, 2016 CHF 2.00 210,000 

     

1610 50th Day of Aerophilately September 8, 2016 CHF 1.00 670,000 
     

1611 Yello November 17, 2016 CHF 1.00 980,000 
     

1612 Christmas - Christmas Tree November 17, 2016 CHF 0.85 6,860,000 

1613 Christmas - Snowman November 17, 2016 CHF 1.00 7,830,000 

1614 Christmas - Angel November 17, 2016 CHF 1.50 1,510,000 

1615 Christmas - Sled November 17, 2016 CHF 2.00 1,090,000 
     

1617 Joint Issue with the Dominican Republic - 

Lac de Fenêtre 

November 17, 2016 CHF 1.00 425,000 

1618 Joint Issue with the Dominican Republic - 

Playa Bravo 

November 17, 2016 CHF 1.00 425,000 
     

WI 418 Pro Juventute - Schooltime - Recess November 17, 2016 CHF 

0.85+0.40 

1,010,000 

WI 419 Pro Juventute - Schooltime - Lesson November 17, 2016 CHF 

1.00+0.50 

1,570,000 

MH WI / 65 Booklet - Pro Juventute - Schooltime November 17, 2016 CHF 16.50 46,000 
     

WII 333 Pro Patria - Swiss Fortresses and Castles - 

Burg Zug 

May 12, 2016 CHF 

0.85+0.40 

620,000 

WII 334 Pro Patria - Swiss Fortresses and Castles - 

Schloss Neu-Bechburg Oensingen 

May 12, 2016 CHF 

1.00+0.50 

800,000 

MH WII / 

29 

Booklet - Pro Patria - Swiss Fortresses and 

Castles 

May 12, 2016 CHF 14.00 21,500 
     

WIII 107 Compulsory Social Measures and Forced Fos-

tering 

September 8, 2016 CHF 1.50 390,000 
     

WIII 110 Souvenir Sheet - Day of the Stamp 2016 - 

Oberaargau 

November 17, 2016 CHF 

1.00+0.50 

180,000 

 Day of the Stamp - 2016 Oberaargau - Postal 

Card 

November 17, 2016 CHF 

1.00+0.50 

9,000 
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The Postal Cancels and Markings of Switzerland 

An Update of Felix Ganz’s Monumental Series 
by Richard T. Hall 

 It has been almost 50 years since Part I of Felix Ganz’s monumental series on Swiss postal mark-

ings and cancellations appeared on the pages of Volume 1 of the Helvetia Herald, the journal of the Swiss-

American Stamp Society, in 1970.  With the merger of the Swiss-American Stamp Society and the Helvetia 

Philatelic Society of American in 1974 to form today’s American Helvetia Philatelic Society, Dr. Ganz con-

tinued his series in TELL with the last installment appearing in the November/December 1984 issue of 

TELL.   

 Since some of our members weren’t even born when the series started and the rest of us were young 

whippersnappers, our Editor thought it might be of interest to resurrect the topic and bring it up to date.  

While I don’t have the deep knowledge of the subject that Felix had, I do have access to the literature that 

has appeared on the subject in this past half century.  So bear with me, here we go again! 

 

Part I.  Machine Cancels – History 
 This history is based on my translation of a 2011 special edition of Der Poststempelsammler: «100 

Jahre elektrishe Stempelmaschinen in der Schweiz» (100 years of electric stamping machines in Switzer-

land), with thanks to the SVPS, Schweizerischer Verein der Poststempelsammler.  In addition, supplemen-

tary material was gathered from Geovanni Balimann’s 4-volume Handbuch der Maschinenstempel der 

Schweiz, des Fürstentums Liechtenstein und der UNO-Postverwaltung in Genf. 

 Before we begin, we need to learn some of the terminology of cancels and machine cancels in partic-

ular. A later installment in this series will provide a more comprehensive coverage of the terminology of 

machine cancels. 

Stamping apparatus (Figure 1) 

A mechanism triggered by hand or by a pedal, which coats a canceller with ink and then strikes it on mail 

placed one after the other manually. Such a mechanism accelerates the traditional stamping by hand since 

it automatically performs the stamping on an ink pad between each impression. That is all that will be said 

about these devices. 

Stamping machine 

Machine operated by hand (with a crank handle) or by means of an electric motor, which stamps mail ob-

jects of different sizes and thicknesses fed in by stacks and then re-stacks them. 

Machine cancel 

Canceller used in a stamping machine, usually consisting of a crown and a flag. 

    

Fig. 1.  On the left, the cancelling apparatus of E. Daguin (Paris, about 1880); on the right, the cancelling apparatus of F. of 
Coppet (Lausanne, about 1912) [from the collection of postal history of the Museum of Communication, Bern].  
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Crown 

Essential part of a machine stamp, containing the date, the locality designation and possibly a postal indi-

cation. The crown is therefore, from a postal point of view, the essential element of the cancel, which was 

originally not used to cancel postage, but to certify the place, date and time of deposit. 

 In all the machines that have been put into service thus far in Switzerland, only round crowns with 

a complete outer circle have been used, with one exception; in other countries, however, other shapes have 

been used for a long time and are still common. Crowns are also known as circular date stamps. 

Flag (Figure 2) 

A frequent part of a machine cancel, of highly variable shape and appearance within maximum dimen-

sions; originally, it was intended to guarantee the obliteration of postage before becoming a possible adver-

tising medium. 

 Early machine cancels showed national flags, hence the term “flag”, but these were replaced by 

wavy lines; these cancels were less sensitive to the accumulation of dirt and could be used as they were by 

different postal administrations. 

Stamping head 

Rotary support in the stamping machine for crown(s) and flag(s). 

Crown position 

As the stamping head can only – with a few exceptions – be inserted into the stamping machine in a pre-

scribed direction, the position of the crown in relation to the flag is determined by the model of the ma-

chine. 

 During the introductory period of stamping machines in Switzerland, the crown was always placed 

to the left of the flag. 

Stamping machine cancel 

As a collector’s item, the imprint of the crown and that of the flag of a stamping machine form a whole; the 

document (fragment or whole) must therefore be large enough to clearly show, where applicable, the ab-

sence of one of these elements. 

Bulk mailing 

On 1 January 1911, it became possible to pay the postage of a bulk mailing “globally” (now “cash postage”) 

for the deposit of at least 200 printed documents or samples of the same kind. This made it so it was no 

longer necessary to affix stamps on each individual item, the total postage amount entered on the corre-

sponding deposit form. In order for the mailings to still appear as postage paid, they had to be stamped 

with a mention of “postage paid” usually by the letters “P.P.”. 

     

Fig. 2.  Examples of flags with the national flag (from whence the name of “flag” was given to the right part of the cancel).  

 

       

Fig. 3.  Examples of PP crowns (left) and PP flags (right).  
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PP crowns (Figure 3) 

Crowns with the letters “P.P.”. (for ‘postage paid’) and indication of the office of deposit.  

PP flags (Figure 3) 

Flag with the inscription “P.P.”, which together with the name of the town in the crown indicated the post-

age had been paid in cash. 

 With that short discussion of terminology, let us now delve into the history of stamping machines in 

Switzerland. 

 Stamping machines are not a Swiss invention nor were they first used in Switzerland, in fact it 

wasn’t until 1911 that the Post Office began looking into them. The first tests with a Robert Hinrichsen 

stamping machine (Figure 4) were carried out in 1866 in Hamburg for stamping at the depot (not to cancel 

the postage). 

 It was the Canadian Postal Supply 

Co. in Montreal that submitted the first 

offer for a stamping machine to the Swiss 

Post Office in September 1900 with its 

“Bickerdike” model. (Figure 5) The capacity 

of 5,000 letter post items per hour was 

high, but still limited compared to subse-

quent machines. This company was also 

one of the first to have a stamping machine 

patented by the Federal Office of Intellec-

tual Property. (Figure 6) The postal admin-

istration told the Canadian Postal Supply 

Co. that they had no interest in stamping 

mahines. 

 Prior to the Canadian Postal Supply 

Co., the International Postal Supply Co. 

(IPS) in New York had already patented its 

stamping machine built by Mr Hey and Mr 

Dolphin as a preventive measure in several 

European countries, but without submitting an offer to the Swiss Post 

Office; such an offer was not made until 1904.  

 Nils All Krag in Christiania (now Oslo, Norway) also obtained a 

Swiss patent in 1905 for a stamping machine. At that time he offered the 

Post Office one of his machines. Despite a letter of recommendation from 

 

Fig. 6.  Swiss Patent No. 26741 
for a cancelling machine of Ca-
nadian Postal Supply Co.  

 

Fig 5.  Advertising booklet of J. 
Brooks for Canadian Postal Supply 
cancelling machine [from: Walter 
Kohlhaas and Inge Riese, “Die 
Geschichte der Briefstempel-
maschinen der Deutschen Reichs-
post. Dritter Teil: Bickerdike-
Briefstempelmaschinen”; Neue 
Schriftenreihe der Poststempel-
gilde E. V., Volume 144 (1997) 

         

Fig.  4.  The Hinrichsen cancelling machine (left) [from the catalogue of the International Philatelic Exhibition “SOPHILEX’, October 
1985, in Berlin (East)]; (right) cancel of the cancelling machine invented by Fischer and Maas and manufactured by Hinrichsen [from 
Walter Kohlhaas and Inge Riese, Die Hinrichsen-Stempelmaschinen, Poststempelgilde e.V. (1964)]  
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the Danish postal administration, the Directorate General of Posts did not take up the matter, nor did it 

take up any other offers received until 1910. 

 

Testing and introduction 

International Postal Supply model ‘S’  

 On 4 April 1911, O. Brioschi, representative of International 

Postal Supply Co. residing in Brussels but visiting Bern, proposed to 

the Directorate General of Posts an offer of an electric stamping ma-

chine for testing. Figure 7 is a drawing from the 1900 patent No. 

23682 of this stamping machine. 

 They agreed for the first time to perform a test, on the condi-

tion, however, that it would be free of charge for them. The repre-

sentative agreed and on July 27, the machine for Bern left the 

Brooklyn workshops. The tests finally began in September (the earli-

est date documented so far is 11 September 1911) (Figure 8). The flag 

used for the “Briefexpedition” cancel during the tests was was in use 

at that time in the United States. Figure 9 shows an American postal 

card with the same flag as the middle cover in Figure 8. 

 

 

 The test phase in Bern 1 having 

been successfully completed, the Direc-

torate General of Posts rented ten stamp-

ing machines of the tested model in the 

autumn of 1912 (International Postal 

Supply Co. did not sell its machines, but 

only rented them for $150 per year, 

which was very expensive at the 

time). For these machines, new 

cancels with a Swiss cross and 

new “P.P.” crowns were engraved 

for the Bern 1 machine (Figure 

10). The invoice for the first rental 

payment is shown in Figure 11. 

 The first Swiss publicity cancel was used in the Bern 1 stamping machine beginning 1 October 1912 

as an advertisement for the Bern National Exhibition in 1914 (Figures 12 and 13). 

 As early as mid-November 1913, a small PP flag was tested in Bern 1 and then delivered to all the 

other dispatching offices with a stamping machine (Figure 14). All PP crowns used until that date had been 

withdrawn by the Directorate General of Posts to remove the two ‘P’s. 

 

Fig. 10.  New crowns of Bern 1 which replaced those of the test period.  

 

Fig. 9.  American postal card cancelled with the 
same flag as that shown on the middle cover in 
Figure 8. 

 

Fig. 8.  Earliest dates of the two crowns “Briefdistribution” to apply the arri-
val cancel (at top) “Briefexpedition” (at the middle) with the flag of Ameri-
can origin for cancelling mail; crown P.P. to stamp bulk mail on deposit (at 
bottom).  

 

Fig. 7.  Drawing of the Model ‘S’ of the 
International Postal Supply Co. from 
their 1900 patent No. 23682. 
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Norwegian machine from Nils A. Krag 

 Only six months after O. Brioschi contacted 

the Posts, Nils A. Krag of Kristiania tried again. He 

offered the Basel Postal District Management a 

stamping machine for tests. On September 21, 

1911, they asked the Directorate General of Posts 

what to do about this offer. The Directorate. au-

thorized a two-month trial under the same condi-

tions as in Bern. A little late, Nils A. On June 15, 

1912, Krag announced that the machine had left for 

Hamburg on June 8 aboard the steamer “Kong 

Ring”. Finally, on 22 June, the district manage-

ment informed the General Post Office in Bern that 

the electric stamping machine had arrived and 

been put into service on the same day (without the 

help of an assembler); it was working perfectly. 

 After the agreed two-month trial period, the 

stamping machine was finally purchased on August 

14, 1912. But complaints were made very quickly 

because of the continuous cancel (Figure 15), which 

prompted the postal district management, on the 

following September 25, to order the dispatch letter 

offices to no longer use the stamping machine to 

 

Fig. 11.  First invoice for the lease of the ten cancelling ma-
chines to the end of 1912; one can also see the date on 
which each machine was placed into service. 

 

Fig. 13.  The same flag was also employed later in the spe-
cial post office at the National Exposition; a specimen of the 
model “the Flier”, then the most powerful machine of the 
International Postal Supply was rented for this purpose. 

  
Fig. 12.  above: First publicity cancel of Switzerland on an 
item of postal stationery which was valid until the end of 
1924, but which had not been on sale since 1886; this enve-
lope was thus used more than 25 years after its being with-
drawn from sale. 

 

 

Fig. 15.  First continuous cancel with five undulating lines of 
the Krag machine for stamped mail (at bottom); crown PP for 
bulk mail without intermediate lines (at top).  

 
Fig. 14.  PP flag with the PP crown used during tests (left); 
PP flag used at the National Exhibition post office (right). 
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cancel postcards carrying a written communication on 

the front, but to continue stamping them by hand. 

 Subsequently, no other stamping machine with 

a continuous imprint was acquired. 

 

German machine ‘Universal B’ 

On 13 May 1911, Hugo Schuster Co. in Basel an-

nounced to the General Directorate of Posts that it 

would send detailed brochures and photographs of their 

‘Universal B’ stamping machines. This machine was 

made in Germany under license from the American 

firm, Universal Stamping Machine Co..  On May 31, the 

Post Office Branch gave its authorization for a trial. Af-

ter several delays, this test began on December 19 at 

Basel 2; but the machine proved to be totally ineffective 

(no documents are known). 

A second attempt followed in May 1913 at the Basel 2 Letter Carrier’s office, which was also not satisfacto-

ry, but was continued for some time (Figure 16). The test was interrupted on 15 October of the same year; 

the First World War prevented a third test from being carried out. 

 

German machine “Michelius” 

 Michelius G.m.b.H. of Frankfurt am Main contacted 

the General Directorate of Posts in Bern with its offer for a 

test of its machine on June 6, 1913. After many delays due to 

the engraving of the crown, the machine left the workshops 

on 16 March 1914; the trial began on 15 April as soon as the 

assembler arrived and lasted only 6 days instead of the 8 

initially planned (Figure 17). The machine, considered insuf-

ficient, was then returned to the supplier. 

 During the First World War, understandably no fur-

ther  testing of stamping machines was carried out. 

 

          American Universal machines  

          models ‘D’ and ‘G’ 

 On 31 March 1920, Universal Stamping 

Machine Co. in London offered the General Di-

rectorate of Posts that its electric stamping 

machines be tested with two machines under 

the usual conditions beginning 22 April. “P.P.” 

crowns were ordered. 

 Both machines arrived in Bern from the 

USA in June, but their testing took six months. 

The dispatch of letters from Bern 1 was 

planned for the test of the large ‘G’ model ma-

chine (up to 50,000 letters per hour) (Figure 

18) and at the Kornhaus branch with the 

somewhat smaller ‘D’ model (but still very effi-

cient model with 30,000 letters per hour) (Fig-

ure 19). To operate them, it was necessary to 

acquire electric motors for two different sys-

 

Fig. 16.  Arrival cancel of the “Universal B” machine in 
Basel 2 (at the bottom left, a reduced reproduction of the 
face of the envelope).  

 

 

Fig. 18.  Cancel of the Universal G machine with the crown for indi-
vidual stamped mail (at bottom) and for bulk mail (at top); using in 
both cases an original flag of the Universal Stamping Co.  

 

Fig. 17.  Cancel from the six-day trial period of the 
manual drive machine of Michelius, of the letter 
forwarding office at Bern 1.  
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tems because, at that time, electric power 

was supplied by two independent electricity 

companies in the city’ s relevant districts! 

 After the test phase, both machines 

were acquired, then the ‘D’ model was trans-

ferred from the Bern 7 branch to Aarau 1 

where it was put into service on 17 August 

1921. The larger ‘G’ model remained Bern 1, 

while the former ‘Flier’ model of Interna-

tional Postal Supply Co. was transferred to 

Basel 2 to replace the Norwegian machine 

from Nils A. Krag which did not give satis-

factory results. 

 In Aarau 1, the original flag with the wavy lines with-

out the Swiss cross continued to be used even after the pur-

chase of the two machines (Figure 20), while in Bern 1 a new 

flag was engraved in 1923 with the Swiss cross (Figure 21). 

The first copy had six horizontal lines, the second seven and 

the final variant five. 

 The model “D” was withdrawn from service after only 

10 years at the end of June 1931, the model “G” after 34½ 

years of use, i.e. at the end of June 1955 (Figure 22). 

 

           

Fig. 22.  The Universal ‘G’ machine used in Bern 1 from 1920 to 
June 1955 at which time it was transferred to Luzern 2 where it was 
used until 1976. (Photograph Museum of Communication, Bern) 

 
 

 

 

 

Fig. 19.  Cancels of the Universal D machine with the crowns for 
stamped mail (at top) and (by error) bulk mail (at bottom); here also, an 
original flag of the Universal Stamping Co.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Fig. 21.  Cancels of the three new flags with the 
cross from the Universal ‘G’ machine from Bern 1.  

 

 
 

 

Fig. 20.  Cancels of the Universal D machine 
with the crowns of Aarau 1 (the top, of the first 
day of use). 
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Universal machine ‘Handpower’ 

 Universal Stamping Machine Co. sent a 

small model with manual drive in addition to the 

two electric machines to Bern without notice. It 

was tested for only 8 days (from 14 to 21 Decem-

ber) at the Bern 14 Mattenhof branch, but was 

considered unsuitable and too expensive and was 

therefore returned (Figure 23). 

 

German machine ‘Standard a’ 

 On 15 January 1923, Heinrich H. 

Klüssendorf in Berlin made an offer to the Gen-

eral Directorate of Posts in Bern for his ‘Standard’ 

postage and stamping machine. However, he was not 

willing to make a machine available for testing; he of-

fered it only for a firm price of $500. 

 Due to the fact that the General Directorate of 

Posts had already spent $1500 for each machine of In-

ternational Postal Supply Co. on rental for 10 years, it 

was enticed to purchase a ‘Standard’ machine. 

 The delivery time having been extended many 

times, the machine finally arrived at the end of Au-

gust 1924 at the Dispatch Letter Office of Bern 1 

where it was subjected to a test which however did 

not give really satisfactory results. 

 As the machine had been purchased, it was 

transferred in mid-May 1925 to Olten 1 (Figure 24) 

where it remained in service until June 1931 with a 

rather doubtful result, then it was thrown onto the 

trash heap. 

 In August 1931, Olten 1 and Aarau 1 (to re-

place the Universal ‘D’) received a stamping machine 

from the International Postal Supply Co. 

 

New Norwegian machine “Krag” 

 In the early 1920s, Nils A. Krag in Oslo had 

to admit that his continuous stamping machines 

were not required, but on the contrary, they were 

increasingly rejected by many postal administra-

tions. He therefore decided to develop stamping ma-

chines with a single cancel. 

 On 5 July 1926, H.A. Seiffert in Basel sent 

the General Directorate of Posts in Bern a brochure 

and an offer for a new stamping machine from the 

Norwegian company and the competent department 

in Bern agreed to make a test at the dispatch office 

at Zurich 1 letters from December 1926 to February 

1927, but the purchase of the machine was aban-

doned because it had no advantage over the Ameri-

can models already in service (Figure 25). 

 

 

 

Fig. 23.  During the brief duration of the test of the manual 
drive machine, two different crowns were used: the first 
without hyphen between ‘Bern’ and ‘14’ (left), the second 
with hyphen (right) (Two of three examples known).  

 

Fig. 24.  Cancel of the Standard a machine in the first year 
of use at Olten 1.  

 

Fig. 25.  Cancel of the new cancelling machine from the 
Norwegian firm Krag. 
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Machine for closing and stamping letters “Velopost” 

 During a visit to the Stuttgart Check Office to see an accounting machine, two officials came across 

a machine that closes and stamps the Velopost letters used in this service. On 26 June 1928, the Direc-

torate General of Posts therefore asked Stolzenberg Company in Berlin to submit an offer and placed an 

order for such a machine on 15 August. 

 There is no record of the delivery of the machine; it is likely that it was initially used just to seal 

envelopes. The first use to stamp items by the Zurich Check Office only began in July 1929; the machine 

remained in service until July 1937 (Figures  26 and 27). 

 By the mid-1920s, International Postal Supply’s stamping machines had become the definitive 

choice for processing mail. It wasn’t until 1957 that new tests of machines from other manufacturers were 

conducted. 

 

Klüssendorf ‘Standard 212’ 

 In March and April 1957 tests were carried 

out in the Briefversand office of the Zürich 1 post 

office of a new stamping machine from the firm 

Heinrich H. Klüssendorf of Berlin, their model 

‘Standard 212’. It was used for only six weeks and 

only on bulk mailed printed matter. The continuous 

cancel produced is shown in Figure 28. 

 

Klüssendorf ‘2080 LO’ 

 Another Klüssendorf model, the ‘2080 LO’, was tested at 

three post offices from February through August 1964 – Bern 14 

Mattenhof, Bern 18 Bümpliz, and Münsingen. The stamping ma-

chine was advertised as a “table model” (Figure 29). Figure 30 

shows the cancels from Bern 18 and Münsingen. 

 

Fig. 26.  Document from the continuous cancel machine 
‘Velopost’ used to close and stamp letters (indication of the 
month in Roman numerals, usual at the time).  

 

Fig 27.  One of the two known documents from the ‘Velopost’ 
machine, each bearing the same date, (indication of the 
month in Arabic numerals) with a noncontinuous print; the 
reason of this exception is still unknown today.  

 

Fig. 28.  The continuous cancel of the Klüssendorf ‘Standard 
212’ stamping machine, used solely for bulk mailings. 

 

Fig 29.  The Klüssendorf ‘2080 LO’ stamping 
machine. 

            

               Fig 30.  The cancels of the Klüssendorf ‘2080 LO’ stamping  
               machine from Bern 18 and Münsingen. 
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Secap ‘HE 620’ 

 At the same time as the Klüssendorf ‘2080 LO’ was un-

dergoing tests, a second, similar stamping machine from the 

French firm Secap (Société d’étude et de construction d’appareils 

de précision), their model Secap ‘HE 620’ (Figure 31), was also 

being evaluated at the same offices. Figure 32 shows the cancels 

from Bern 18 and Münsignen.  

  

 The outcome of the parallel testing resulted in purchase of over 120 of the Klüssendorf machine.  

The Secap machine was used in Münsignen until 1967. 

 

Automation 

 Experiments with automation of mail handling began in the 1960s with stamping machines from 

the various firms. These include the German firm Telefunken and its models ‘AM 600’, ‘AM 771’ and ‘AM 

772’; the Japanese firm Nippon Electric Co. and its models ’N4-E’ and ’NS-F6’; the American firm Pity-

Bowes and its model ‘3910’; the German firm (and successor to Klüssendorf) Automatentechnik Baumann 

GmbH and its models ’1280’, ’1320’ and ’1637’’; and stamping machines developed by the P.T.T. itself, their 

models ‘PTT 801’, ‘PTT 802’ and ‘PTT 803’. The experiments are complex enough and the variations in the 

cancels produced large that a separate chapter must be devoted to these stamping machines. What a 

change in attitude from the refusal to think about machines in 1900 to help postal employees to machines 

to automate processing in the 1960s! 

 

Profile: Steve Opheim 
 (continued from page 3)  law, real estate and deb-

tor-creditor matters.  For over 30 years I have been 

the scoutmaster of the same Boy Scout troop in 

which I became an Eagle Scout, and I am a mem-

ber of an advancement committee that presides 

over Eagle Scout boards of review.  Both professio-

nally and civically, it is important to serve others. 

 I joined the AHPS in 2008 when I started 

collecting the stamps of Switzerland.  I have en-

joyed your fellowship at NABA in 2012 and 2018 

and at our society conventions.  The social aspect 

of philately is rewarding.  A fellow collector and I 

go to Chicago nearly every year, for both Chicago-

pex and the Lyric Opera.  Stamp collecting promo-

tes travel and develops friendships that enhance 

life. 

 An initiative the AHPS might consider is 

an arrangement with Zumstein and SBHV to ob-

tain their respective Switzerland catalogs at favo-

rable costs that we can offer in membership 

promotion. Personally, each of us should share 

with others the joy we have in Swiss philately and 

encourage another to collect stamps, in the same 

way we were inspired. 

 

 

 
The Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

Is the reference in all matters related to Swiss Postal Stationery. Please visit our 
website  www.ganzsachen.ch or write to our secretary : Ulrich Fehlmann, Münster-
gasse 1, CH 3011 Bern, email: ulrich.fehlmann@outlook.com 
 

Our latest big exhibition GABRA VI  was in Burgdorf, from 29.09. to 01.10.2017. 

               

                  Fig 32.  The cancels of the Secap ‘HE 620’ stamping machine  
                  from Bern 18 and Münsingen. 

 

Fig 31.  The Secalp ‘HE 620’ stamping ma-
chine. 
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

Treasurer’s Report: Calendar Year 2018 
 

I am pleased to submit the financial results of the Society for 2018 as compared to 2017.  In 2018, our unre-

stricted fund balance increased by $2,632 even after accounting for the donation of over $1,000 of recent 

Swiss philatelic publications to the American Philatelic Research Library.  Your Society’s financial condi-

tion remains strong and we are well positioned to continue all of our educational programs around Swiss 

philately in the English language.  A special thank you to all of our contributing cash and auction lot donors 

who allow us to keep our dues very affordable for all members and maintain a complete range of services 

including our all-color publication of Tell. 

                2018      2017 

INCOME                                  
Membership dues         $ 4,267 $ 4,427 

TELL advertising           2,591   2,700 

Auction proceeds             488     402 

Sales circuits             300     150 

Publications              20      82 

Interest on accounts            348      29 

Donations - Unrestricted         2,416   3,585 

Collections for GB & Swiss memberships       1,148   1,214 

         

   TOTAL INCOME         11,578  12,589 
 

EXPENSES 
TELL publication & distribution        5,801   6,698 

Web Site & Audio Visual programming          248        133 

Trophies and Awards              -       - 

Publications (primarily book purchases for APRL)      1,268   1,108 

Annual meeting & publicity             -     160 

Secretarial supplies, postage, printing, misc.       583      833 

Corporate, legal, fundraising, banking fees         55      99 

GB & Swiss membership remittances         991   1,113 

   TOTAL EXPENSES          8,946  10,144 

 

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS            $ 2,632   $ 2,445
  

 

                     Dec 31, 2018  Dec 31, 2017 

ASSETS 
Cash            $13,908 $52,505 

Certificate of Deposit        40,000       - 

Cash deposit of auction program        1,000   1,000 

Cash sales circuit self-insurance fund       2,229   2,134 

Prepaid Expense – January 2019 Tell         960       - 

   TOTAL ASSETS        $58,097 $55,639 

 

LIABILITIES 
Deferred income collected in advance     $ 3,741 $ 4,010 

Contingent liability – self insurance fund       2,229   2,134        

   TOTAL LIABILITIES        $ 5,970 $ 6,144 

 

NET ASSETS         $52,127 $49,495 
 

Memo: Life Membership Fund Balance    $ 5,064 $ 5,064 

        Unrestricted Fund Balance      47,063  44,431 
 

               Respectfully submitted, Bruce Marsden, Treasurer 
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