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A Reversed Mixed Franking
by Harlan Stone

During the 10-month period of October 1, 1862 -
July 31, 1863, when both the imperforate Strubels
and the perforated Sitting Helvetia were available
for postage in Switzerland, a plentiful supply of
2-Rappen Strubels and a nearly exhausted supply of
10 rp. Strubels existed . The Postal Department had
recently issued the 2rp. Strubel of July 1, 1862, as a
"temporary" stamp for prepayment of domestic
printed matter until the delayed 2-centime Sitting
Helvetia would be available . The commonly
employed sixth printing of the 10rp . Strubel, first
known used on June 16, 1859, had been in post
offices for nearly three years . So even after the 2c.
Sitting Helvetia appeared on October 1, 1862, it was
"common" for stamp users to combine a 2rp . Strubel
and a 10 Oc . Sitting Helvetia in mixed frankings.

When Felix Winterstein published a census of
1862-63 mixed frankings in the September 1991
issue of the Berner Briefmarken Zeitung, he recorded
522 examples of all types of combinations . The 2rp.
Strubel was the third most frequently used Strubel
(20%) and the 10c. Sitting Helvetia was by far the
most often used Sitting Helvetia (80%) . He listed 63
examples of the 2rp . and 10c . together, equal to 13%

of all mixed frankings, outranked by only 5rp ./10c.
and 20rp./10 c . mixed frankings.

In contrast, Mr. Winterstein's statistics show
that less than 3% of all mixed frankings include a
10rp. Strubel and less than 1% a 2c . Sitting Helvetia.
He records only one cover with these two stamps
together . An accompanying photo shows the
"unique" cover to be a printed annual dues notice
mailed by a the Aarau Agricultural Society on March
10, 1863, to a member in the nearby village of
Villigen, also in Canton Aargau . The 2c. Sitting
Helvetia paid the postage for domestic printed
matter, and the 10rp . Strubel paid the fee for the
mailman to collect 4 francs in dues for the society.

Illustrated here is a second example of this rare
reversed mixed franking, on a similar dues notice
from the same society, this one to a member in the
nearby town of Baden, also in the Canton Aargau. In
addition to the same March 10, 1863 circular Aarau
postmark on the stamps, this dues notice also bears a
March 9 postmark, at the bottom center, indicating
that the society handed it into the post office the day
before . The society's treasurer (cassier) Harri, whose
name is imprinted on the front of both covers, must
have used a private hoard of 10rp . Strubels for his
membership mailing .
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From the President
"TELL" number 1, 1995 is in our hands and it is

again a fine publication with many interesting articles
and a large auction sale . It is very gratifying to real-
ize that we had an extremely smooth transition from
editor Steve Weston to Dick Barton . I would like to
congratulate all of you involved in this feat for a job
well done - be it those who wrote articles, George
Struble with the masterful AHPS Auction 102 or our
printer who is always on time even with the rate
changes.

It is also my belief that all of us should take to
heart the "Editor's Comments" and should you have
very conveniently "jumped" over them, please go back
and read them. This is AHPS and we should be proud
of our organization.

"Postal Cancellations and Markings in Switzer-
land" by Felix Ganz, our book in honor of our great
philatelist, is off the press and the request for it shows
the high esteem in which the author is held . It is in-
deed "unbelievable" to your president how one can be
put in a situation where there is no previous experi-
ence in book production except the will to go through,
on top being conservative in spending the Society's
money and hence starting with an order for 75 copies,
doubling it and now being faced with 180 copies out of
200 printed, already gone . Which means we probably
will have to have an additional printing, which is
great and extremely gratifying . But here again, with-
out the initiative of Vinal Grim, Steve Weston, Henry
Ratz and Chuck LaBlonde and the support of your
entire Board, nothing would have happened.

Our next big event will be here in State College at
SCOPEX '95 . We are getting ready for you and as of
this writing, two weeks before the deadline, we have
all of the 180+ show frames filled ; 32 of which are Hel-
vetia exhibits made up by five members . The cachet
for the annual convention cover is at the printer and
features the "Basler Dybli", commemorating 150 years
"Dove of Basel".

The American Philatelic Society here in State
College (for its expertizing reference collection) has re-

ceived a beautiful gift from Bob Gleichenhaus in form
of a collection including "Cantonals", Rayons I, II, III,
the "Strubels", and some "fakes", plated out and
mounted on 25 pages . This will be of great help to the
expertizers involved with these stamps and believe
me, it is getting tougher and tougher to key them out,
especially the Strubels . Thanks - Bob - from all of us.

Will see you in "HAPPY VALLEY"

Ernest L Bergman

Editor's Comments
Dick Barton

Somehow I have sur-
vived to actually edit a
second issue of Tell . I
thought that it would get
easier as I got more expe-
rience, but so far I can
not make such a claim.
Probably because over the
two months between
deadlines, I forgot all the things I learned . It must
have something to do with being 50 something . My
goal is to get the time to edit down to about 1 hour per
page. At present that is only possible on articles sent
to me on IBM compatable disks . I can translate Mac
disks, but the formatting in gone, so it takes about
twice as long to go thru them and reformat them.
However that is still far superior than having to type
up the entire article myself.

The last issue had articles from 7 contributors.
This issue has 5 contributors. That is going in the
wrong direction! How about the rest of you out there,
don't you have a tale to tell for Tell . thanks to Ernest
Bergman for his translation of the SBZ article . I can
supply the pictures if you supply the translations.

Needed - a French translator . If you are able
to translate articles from French to English, your edi-
tor has a job for you.
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WORLD WAR II - - ONE MORE TIME
PART 5

	

by Charles J. LaBlonde
During my October 1994 visit to the PTT Archives

I learned that there is much more original material
from WW II available . I started going through the
semi-weekly PTT Amtsblatt, the publication that told
every post office what was going on . I never knew that
the Swiss actually chartered special ships to carry
mail to North America from Genoa, even after Italy
entered the war . In the next segment of this series I
will provide some of the original announcements
regarding these ships . Meanwhile we go on with the
tightening postal noose around Switzerland and the
PTT correspondence related to this noose.

The first is a letter to a company in Basel,
discussing specific postal connections with the USA.
This is the first time we hear of the Swiss War
Transport Office . Also of great interest in this letter is
the indication that the Swiss were working with the
British to avoid censorship delays .

De Bary & Co SA
Gellerstrasse 153
Basel

4311 .62 .4

	

14.VIII .40

Postal Connections with the USA,

In answer to your query of 9 August 1940, we are
honored to inform you that, according to the War
Transport Office, the exact date for the steamer
"Mount Taurus" to sail from Genoa to New York has
not yet been determined, since they have not yet
received permission from the British blockade officials
for the return journey . At the moment the loading of
coal on this ship has also not been completed . The
above-mentioned War Transport Office will inform us
as soon as a departure date has been set for this ship.
At that time we will determine if the ship is
advantageous for the transport of Swiss postal items.
As long as the route through France-Spain-Portugal is
available and the American ships continue to sail
weekly from Lisbon, this may be the fastest route.

We inform you that on 7 August, for the first time,
packages from the United States of America for Swit-
zerland arrived, via Lisbon . We assume from this that
the traffic on this route will increase in the future.

Sincerely

SECTION POSTAL CONNECTIONS

signed Müller
Copies to:
Basel 17
Postal District Headquarters
PTT Hq .

The next letter has to do with shipment of
packages to South America via New York instead of
direct. It looks like Naef was complaining about his
export business being hurt by the war!

Herrn
O . Naef & Company
Flawil

4204 .36 .5
27.VIII .1940

Package Traffic with South America

In response to your letter we are honored to inform
you that we have requested the Portuguese
authorities by telegram to put all Swiss packages for
South America currently held in Lisbon and all South
American packages already underway between
Geneva and Lisbon on the next ship to New York.
The American authorities have agreed to this . In this
way we maintain connections with the ports on the
east coast of South America, even though the route via
New York is longer. Presently an American ship
departs Lisbon at least weekly for New York and the
trip from there to Buenos Aires requires another three
weeks. Given the 8 days from Lisbon to New York,
this means that the total transit time Lisbon-New
York-Buenos Aires is a month . Current ship
connections direct from Lisbon to Buenos Aires are
monthly at best, via very slow ships. This makes the
New York connection look good . Of course we must
also recognize the possibility of British censorship in
Bermuda or Trinidad. Also, the New York connection
is more expensive than the direct route since the
American shipping companies charge 70 Gold
Centimes per kilogram. For packages already sitting
in Lisbon and packages underway to Lisbon by 20
August the PTT, due to a very special agreement, will
make a one-time payment of 40,000 Swiss Francs . For
later shipments the cost will be more. We understand
that the extra cost is a burden for our export industry.
But our only choices are the New York route or
stopping all shipments to Brazil and other countries in
South America, because the Portuguese have told us
that they will accept no more packages in Lisbon.

The treatment of mail and packages is not the
same, due to the threat of censorship . Freight cannot
simply be given to the ships, it must be packed in
bags. If a steamer is stopped on the high seas by a
control ship, there is no chance of inspection, since
opening all of the postal sacks would take too much
time. The control ship could order the freighter to a
British Censorship port. The certificate of origin only
serves to simplify the censorship process. We are still
exploring with the British the possibility of having the
censorship completed at the time of shipment and
having the bags marked in some special way to avoid
having them intercepted again.
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You may be assured that the current difficulties of the
Swiss export industry have our full attention . We
understand that good postal connections are
important and we are doing our best to assure this
situation .

Sincerely

SECTION POSTAL CONNECTION
/s/ Matter

The next letter deals again with misrouted mail
from the USA to Switzerland . This particular problem
showed up earlier . . .the inclusion of mail in the wrong
sack, which causes a chain of bad things to happen.

Herrn
Ed. Rebold
Wagnerstrasse 25
Bern

651 .24 .2

	

27 .9 .1940

Late Mail from the USA

Dear Sir,
In response to your letter of 26 September, we are

pleased to inform you that the letter deposited in Juda
on 8 June was probably enclosed in a mailbag from
New York to Bern that was shipped with all other
mail from the USA on 12 June via the Belgian
steamer "Ville de Gand . " This ship was supposed to
unload in a French harbor . Due to the spread of the
war the ship had to put into a British port, which
brought the postal items under British control on 24
June.

Already in mid-July we made inquires about this
shipment, from which we learned that the bags with
the registered mail were sent from Great Britain via
Lisbon to Switzerland on 17 July . These bags arrived
in Geneva on 12 August . According to the British
authorities, further shipments were not possible since
there were only 1-2 ships per month between England
and Lisbon at this time . This caused a delay in the
non-registered mail, which finally arrived in Swit-
zerland on 30 August and 17 September . Unfor-
tunately the mailbag with your letter was in the last
shipment.

Thus was the delay caused by an unfortunate
chain of events, not by the censors . Currently the
mail from America comes once-a-week direct to
Lisbon. This route takes 3-4 weeks overall . Your
letter is returned herewith .

With highest attention
SECTION POSTAL CONNECTIONS

/s/ Matter

It's quite amazing that every letter could be
tracked, traced and accounted for . Does anyone have
a letter that could have been in the delayed mailbags?

Finally, we conclude this segment with another

letter from the PTT to the Swiss Consul General in
New York .

Consulate General of
Switzerland

444 Madison
Avenue

New York, NY

4311 .65 .7

	

27 .IX.40

Mail between Switzerland and the USA

Mister General Consul
We are pleased to answer your letters of 19 and 24

July and inform you that the 85 bags of mail intended
for the steamer "Manhattan" departing Lisbon on 12
July could not be sent as intended . The ship was
instead loaded with Americans departing Europe . The
mail was sent via the ship "Exeter" and arrived
several days later than expected in New York.

From our point of view the postal connections via
ship between Switzerland and America are becoming
quite regular. One must reckon with 3-4 weeks time
in transit . For mail detained by the British censors in
Bermuda the transit time is considerably longer.
There is a weekly connection between Lisbon and New
York but connections to other destinations are not so
good.

Also we can inform you that shortly the air route
from Locarno to Barcelona with connection to Lisbon
will soon be reopened.

Those who do not want to pay for airmail all the
way to America now have the option of paying only an
extra 10 rappen per 20 grams to have their letters
flown to Lisbon, where they are loaded onto the ships.
This avoids the seven day journey from Geneva to
Lisbon by rail, a significant time savings . Mail from
America sent by ship to Lisbon can also be carried now
by air to Locarno on this route, if the American Post
Office Department can reach agreement with
Portugal.

We delayed answering your letters slightly in
order to include the news about the Lisbon connection.

Be assured, Mister General Consul, of our
complete and undivided attention.

SECTION POSTAL CONNECTIONS

/s/ Müller

Once again here is fascinating detailed infor-
mation about postal connections . Now for all you re-
searchers, who has a cover showing the extra 10
rappen paid for air service to Lisbon and ship service
the rest of the way to America? This should be easy to
recognize as a surface letter with 40 centimes paid
instead of the usual 30 (an overweight letter was 50
centimes).

During my recent visit with Max Hertsch an
interesting sidelight to the business of censored mail
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came up. As you know, the
British in Bermuda seized any
cash and any postage stamps
found in mail from Europe to
America . Max noted that, early
in the war he was trying to
maintain service to his clients
in North America and his
shipments were being seized.
He said that the company made
it onto the British "Blacklist"
and that he had to suspend
shipments of stamps until late
in the war.

More to follow!
Surface mail from this period,
censored in Bermuda (Empire
Code 1C for Bermuda not yet in
use?). This registered letter
took 40 days, about what the
PTT was estimating, including
the censorship time.
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Mail From Switzerland To The
United States During The
Strubel Period: II

	

Herbert Brach

III. Third Rate Period
January 1, 1857 April 30, 1857

The postal zones in Switzerland for service to the U .S. via
France were eliminated . Consequently, the rates were
unified, regardless of the distance between the point of
origin and the French border. Franking of mail was
obligatory during this period.

Several changes were made to the transatlantic rates.
A new, low rate of 95 Rp was now available to U .S. ports
of arrival for mail sent via British packets . For mail sent
via French merchant vessels, a single 65 Rp rate was in
force, also to U.S. port of arrival . And, a 65 Rp rate was
fixed to European port of embarkation for mail sent via
American steamers.

The British—U.S . postal treaty became effective on
January 1, 1857, the beginning of this rate period . While
the French, by that date, had signed a postal accord with
the British, negotiations for a postal treaty between
France and the U.S., the missing piece in the unification
of transatlantic rates, dragged on.

During the three months from January 1, 1857 to
April 1, 1857, when the French—U .S. treaty finally
became effective, the British had lowered their sea freight
to 60 per 7 .5g letter while U.S. ships had to maintain the
old 160 rate . Thus, the British had an advantage, which
led to the 95 Rp "British Packet Rate " for Swiss mail to
U.S. port of arrival. The U.S. ship rate required 65 Rp in
stamps in Switzerland, plus the extra 160 for the sea
freight levied at the U.S. end . (U.S. 160 equalled 8 French
decimes or 80 Rp .) It's not surprising that most of the
mail during this period travelled on British packets.

A strange thing happened, however . For reasons
unknown, the Swiss postal authorities did not take
cognizance of the effective date, April 1, of the French—
U.S. treaty until 30 days later, when they finally changed
postal rates to the U.S. At the U .S. end, however,
treatment of letters postmarked in Switzerland after April 1

suffered an abrupt change as far as U .S. rating and port
exchange office postmarks were concerned . The
nationality of the ship carrying the mail no longer
mattered; the rate treatment was the same for all.

Curiously enough, as seen from four examples found,
the U.S . did not penalize letters mailed with the 95 Rp
rate or even the 65 Rp rate after April 1 . On the contrary,
they did not even charge the 50 domestic delivery fee that
had been assessed previously.

No Swiss mail carried by French vessels could be
substantiated during this period . The only letter found
that was rated at the French rate was actually
transported by a Cunard packet.

It was in 1857 that the likelihood of a French vessel
carrying Strubel mail was greatest . At the behest of
Napoleon III to provide service to America and the West
Indies, the Union Maritime was founded that year. The

line, however, was a complete failure and was eventually
taken over by the Compagnie Général Maritime in 1861
which eventually changed its name to Compagnie Géné-
ral Transatlantique which finally started regular service
to New York in June 1864.

IV. Fourth Rate Period
May 1, 1857-June 30, 1862

Switzerland finally took note of the changes brought
about by the French—U.S. postal treaty, albeit 30 days
late, and changed the rate structure . The Swiss point of
origin does not matter ; there is only one rate . The rates
charged for routing on British, French and American
ships were unified and equalized, whatever the port of
departure.

The new postal rate to the U .S. was Fr 1 .15 per 7.5g
to destination . Franking now became optional, but if the
sender elected to prepay the postage, the whole rate had
to be paid. A partial payment was ignored, the letter
being forwarded as an unpaid letter with the whole
postage to be collected on delivery.

With a single rate firmly established, one would
suppose that there would not be any further rate
problems. The persistent attempts to use the old 95 Rp
rate come as a surprise, even more so when you consider
the high rate of success they enjoyed by being delivered
free of penalties . An explanation of this phenomenon is
urgently needed.

Note of the change in the U .S. port exchange office
markings has been taken as a note on the chronological
listing of the mail traffic found for this period.

A note regarding the closing date of this rate period
is in order. The date of June 30, 1862 is speculative . The
last letter found with the fourth period Fr 1 .15 franking
is dated June 20, 1862 . The first letter found with the
fifth period Fr 1 .10 franking is dated August 21, 1862.
July 1, 1862 was chosen as a likely beginning date for the
fifth period because of a number of other rate changes
that took place in Switzerland on that date . Any factual
help with the establishment of a correct date for this
change would be welcome.

Changes took place in the service across the Atlantic
in this period. In 1857, the U.S . mail subsidy was
withdrawn. This spelled the end of the Ocean Steam
Navigation Company in 1857 and of the Collins Line in
1858 . With the demise of the Collins Line, the British
Inman Line moved its terminal from Philadelphia to New
York. It and the Canadian Allan Line were rated by the
British post office as "American Packets, " as was the
Glasgow & New York Steam Ship Company, because only
Cunard ships were "British Packets . " Eventually, the
Galway Line, founded in 1858, was given a contract by
the British post office in 1860, but suspended in 1861.
The New York & Havre Line continued without subsidies.
The Vanderbilt European Line received a U .S. post office
contract to sail to Bremen, but also sailed to Southampton
and Havre in 1858 . North German Lloyd started service
from Bremen to New York via Southampton in 1858.
Through all of this, Cunard remained supreme in the
Atlantic and carried most of the Strubel mail.

March 1995

	

TELL 7





N
Nr



V. Fifth Rate Period
July 1, 1862-July 31, 1863

The only change from the fourth rate period was a rate
reduction to Fr 1 .10 from the previous rate of Fr 1 .15. The
exact date and the reason for the change are unknown to
me at this time.

It is curious to note that the marks used by the U .S.
port exchange offices seem to change, once again, with the

advent of this period . This leads me to suppose that this
rate change was not a local matter in Switzerland or a
simple adjustment of exchange rates.

This rate from Switzerland to the U.S. continued until
1875, well beyond the end of the Strubel period . There
being no new treaties involved, it is assumed that frank-
ing to the U.S. for the remainder of the Strubel period
was optional.
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Annex. Summary of Postal Treaties

U.S.—British Postal Treaty of Dec . 15, 1848
Effective Feb. 15, 1849, this treaty set the rate per letter
up to 1/2 ounce between Great Britain and the U .S. at 24¢:

British Inland Postage : 1 1/2d 3¢
Sea Postage 8d 16¢
U.S. Inland Postage 2 1/2d 5¢

Total 1sh 24¢
For unpaid letters, the British debit to the U .S. was:

	

via British packet

	

19¢
via American packet 3¢

For letters prepaid in G.B., the British credit to the U .S.

	

was: via British packet

	

5¢
via American packet21¢

Prepayment was optional, but had to be made in full.

U.S.—French Decree of May 1, 1851

This decree regulated traffic between France and the U.S.
via Great Britain until the Anglo-French Convention of
Dec. 24, 1856 . For the purposes of this treaty, the
exchange rate was fixed at 1 decime for 2¢.

via British

	

via American
	 Packet	 Packet

French Inland Postage

	

10¢

	

10¢
British Transit

	

6¢

	

6¢
Sea Postage

	

10¢

	

16¢
U.S. Inland Postage	 5¢ 	 5¢
Total

	

31¢

	

37¢
If prepayment in France was 13 decimes, the U .S.
collected 5¢ for inland postage . If prepayment in France
was 8 decimes, the U .S. collected 21¢ for sea and inland
postage. Mail from the U.S. to France was typically
prepaid with 21 ¢, in which case France collected 8
decimes for the British transit and French inland postage.

Anglo—French Convention of Dec . 24, 1856
Effective Jan. 1, 1857, this established the rates between
France and the U .S., via Great Britain, per 7 1/2 gram
letter. For treaty purposes, 1d equals 10 centimes.

via British via American
Packet Packet

French Inland Postage 4d 4d
British Transit 1d 1d
Sea Postage 3d n.a.
Prepaid in France 80 cent . 50 cent .

This meant a British packet sea postage rate of 6y, while
the American packets, pending an accord with France,
were bound by previous treaties to charge 16¢ for sea
postage. With Collins Line sailings curtailed in that
period because two of their ships were drydocked, mail
transported via U.S . ships is hard to find . Only one
Strubel cover, leaving Zurich for New York on Feb . 14,
1857, travelled on the Collins liner "Atlantic" at the 65 Rp
rate and was correctly assessed 21¢ postage due.

U.S.—French Postal Treaty Apr . 1, 1857
This treaty set the "international rate " between France
and the U.S. at 15¢ (80 centimes) for a letter weighing up
to 71/2 grams (or ¼ ounce as far as the U.S. was

concerned) . The exchange rate was 5½ centimes for 1¢.
Direct from France
French Inland Postage 3¢ =16 centimes
Sea Postage 9¢ =48 centimes
U.S. Inland Postage 3¢ =16 centimes
Total 15¢ = 80 centimes

From France via Britain
French Inland (residual) 4¢ =24 centimes
Transit G .B . (Fr-GB treaty) 2¢ =10 centimes
Sea Postage (Fr-GB treaty) 6¢ =30 centimes
U.S. Inland (US-Fr treaty) 3¢=16 centimes
Total 15¢ = 80 centimes

The 15¢ were accounted for in three ways depending on
the transatlantic transport:
1) Ocean freight paid by France, sailing from France via

Britain: franked mail, 3¢ credit to U .S . ; unfranked
mail, 12¢ debit to U.S. Ship lines: Cunard, Allan
(from 1859), Galway (from 1860).

2) Ocean freight paid by U.S ., sailing from Britain:
franked mail, 9¢ credit to U.S . ; unfranked mail, 6¢
debit to U .S. Ship lines: Collins, Inman (from 1858),
Ocean, North German Lloyd (from 1859).

3) Ocean freight paid by U .S., sailing from France
(direct or via British port) : franked mail, 12¢ credit to
U.S. ; unfranked mail, 3¢ debit to U.S. Ship lines : New
York & Havre, Vanderbilt, Hamburg America (from
1861).

Franking was optional, but had to be paid in full if paid.
This treaty made no provisions for registered mail or for
printed matter . Printed matter rates continued on the
basis of previous U.S.—British and Anglo—French conven-
tions . It may be of interest to note that the U.S. rate per

¼ ounce letter to Switzerland was 6¢ above the "interna-
tional rate, " or 21¢ (about Fr 1 .12).
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Profiles of a Swiss Stamp Collector
Ralph Soderberg

	

Robert D. Geichenhaus

Every collecting group
has natural leaders who help
chart the course for the
successful future of the
organization. In the case of

AHPS, one of these leaders is
Ralph Soderberg M .D.! Since
I started this column,
different AHPS members
have said "write a column on
Dr. Soderberg, because he has
some interesting comments on
Swiss philately and is highly
regarded in his specialties ."
Ralph Soderberg has a Medical Degree from Stanford
University, specializing in internal medicine . He has
a solo private practice in Grosse Point, Michigan and
is now semi-retired. He and his wife Marilyn have
eight children and ten grandchildren . At one point he
had seven children in college at the same time . (That
would put a crimp on your stamp collecting budget!)

His stamp collecting began at the young age of 6,
when his father, who worked for an import-export
company, brought home stamps and covers for him.
His interests initially channeled into the British
Commonwealth from 1935 . With the political and
philatelic decline of the Commonwealth, his interest
increased for Western Europe and Scandinavia. He
had always enjoyed Swiss stamps and his interest
increased with visits to one of his daughters, who was
attending high school in Gstaad.

In July 1976 most of Ralph's better material from
his 40 years of collecting was destroyed or damaged
while in a bank safe deposit chest (8 cu ft .) . While
Ralph was on vacation, the bank vault flooded due to
heavy storms and power outages . His holdings were
not insured, because he naively thought that his
collection was safe. It took over 8 years of litigation,
including appeals to the Michigan Appeals court and
the Michigan Supreme court, before he was
reimbursed for his losses.

After losing his collection, he limited his collecting
to Switzerland and the settlement helped him form his
present collections. He now has APS insurance and
strongly recommends it. He believes that the expense
is minor compared to the security that it gives.

Dr. Soderberg is a charter member of AHPS since
1975. His Swiss interests evolved into the 1862 - 1907
issues, namely the Cross and Numerals, the Sitting
Helvetia, and the Standing Helvetia . Although he has
also become one of the foremost experts in the IKW
issues of 1918. In 1980 two friends, the late Felix
Ganz and Georg Valko, vice president of the VSPV,
visited him at his home and viewed his Standing

Helvetias in numerous stock books . With their
encouragement, he showed his Standing Helvetias at
the AHPS convention at Chicagopex in 1982 and
received a gold medal . (How many of us can claim a
gold on our first exhibit!) Thus encouraged, he has
since won several National Grand awards for his three
exhibits, - Cross and Numerals, Sitting Helvetia, and
Standing Helvetia, and his Sitting Helvetias won an
International Gold at Polska 93 . He particularly
enjoys exhibiting in Switzerland . He first showed at
the 1983 Regiophil in Chur . He planned to exhibit at
NABA-ZURI 1984, but learned that to compete he had
to be a member of a VSPV society for two years.
However he was accorded the honor of being included
in the show's Court of Honor.

His experience convinced him that AHPS should
be a member of VSPV. With the blessings of Dale
Eggen, AHPS president, he applied for and received
membership in VSPV as society 90, the first foreign
society to be accepted!

Most recently Ralph has studied the IKW issues of
1918. He has been able to plate the first issue and this
will considerably aid in the detection of forgeries . If
you saw his exhibit at the AHPS convention at
NAPEX 94, you would understand the significance of
his research on this issue.

He has recently discovered that there are two
types of the scarce Stolz circular overprint. To date
there are only two known copies of Type II, so check
your collection and see if you can add to this limited
number. The dot on the i's are closer to the letters in
Type II than in Type I.

Besides his philatelic interests, he also enjoys
photography and travel to study ancient civilizations.
The latter has taken him to Cambodia, Iran,
Afghanistan, Peru, Sri Lanka, and other exotic places.

Ralph offers these sage words of advice to other
AHPS members. 1) "Insure your stamps! APS
insurance is an excellent buy and easy to obtain . " 2).
"Try exhibiting. It is fun; increases knowledge;
increases contacts and the formation of philatelic
friends ."

Thanks Ralph for your contributions to AHPS and
Swiss philately . We look forward to learning more
about your research on the IKW issues.
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Automation of Mail as Seen
by the Stamp Collector

by Werner Boos
(SBZ 6/ 7 1994; Translated

by Ernest L . Bergman)
Franking Machine Imprinted
Stamps Type 1

In this article we would like
to discuss further peculiarities of
the Hasler machines . Smaller
businesses did not have all eight
values inserted in the machine
and hence had to help them-
selves with combinations of val-
ues (Figure 1). Larger
companies used more than one
machine. There were companies
which had two machines but
both had the same machine
numbers, others had for each
machine a different number.

With pre-franked letters,
combinations appeared with two
different machine numbers (Fig-
ure 2) . Very few of such letters
survived . For the postal admini-
stration and the postal patron
the franking machine imprinted
stamps were "new ground" in
mail automation. In order to
prevent nuisance from the start
some regulations were issued.

Thus all value-stamps had to
be bought by cash payment from
the postal administration . Other
value-stamps could not be used.
Only mail of the machine owners
was permitted to be franked
with these value-stamps. When
these stamps were used at a
branch office of a company, it
was necessary to inform the post
office of the branch office . For
postal matter with return post-
age (Figure 3) it was required to
use printed addresses and addi-
tionally the remark "Franking
stamp" or "Franking machine
imprinted stamp" and machine
number.

Large letters or packages
could not be franked by machine.
Therefore, already very early,
adhesive labels with imprinted
value-stamps were used . Ini-
tially these were not standard-
ized. In the regulations for the
use of these adhesive labels the
following requirements were

Figure 1 . Combina-
tions of value stamps
since no SFr 1 .50
value stamp was
available.

Figure 2 . In the thir-
ties, banks, insurances
and larger companies

already owned several
franking machines.
Not many mixed
frankings exist.
Machine numbers
202 and 409_

Figure 3 . Return
mail from branch
offices, represent-
atives and clients
needed the remark
"Fr. M .+Nr . " (other-
wise not valid)

Figure 4 . A letter
with adhesive label
which complied with
all rules.

Figure 5 . Here, nearly all
conditions are not met.
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stated: a border, a circle to mark the location for the
cancellation, the address of the sender and perforation
of the labels (Figure 4) . These regulations, however,
were from time to time circumvented as shown in Fig-
ure 5. Were such frankings used to harm the postal
administration? We are not able to see from this ad-
hesive label if the value-stamp originally was used in
combination with a "stamp-crown" . With a missing
address also the "stamp-crown" can be cut off and now
the post office would have been defrauded by 60 cents.

If it was necessary to replace a value-stamp" or a
"town-mark" on a franking machine, it was reported
to the postal administration by the machine factory
with an "archive strip" (Figure 6) canceller . Techni-
cally it was possible that the "canceller" was used up-
side down. In practice however, over the years from

1923 to about 1985, only three "cancellers" are known
with upside down imprints (Figure 7).

Instead of town-marks, slogan cancels could also
be used. This silent advertising without company
name, but a four-leaf clover, brought good luck to the
mail receiver (Figure 8).

The machine used by the Nursing Home St. Urban
showed to the left of the value stamp the code number
= VII 36 = (Figure 9) . What occurred often with
franking machine imprinted stamps Types 2 and 3,
was only allowed for this Type 1 machine . If we, how-
ever, compare the time during which examples from
this machine resulted, we can see that by then
Hassler-F 22-machines with Type 2 franking machine
imprinted stamps were already 17 years in use . Only
the cost differential between the technically simpler

Figure 6 . Archive stripe of February 1, 1928 .

Figure 7 . Hasler
machine with
upside down
town cancel.

Figure 8 . Printed matter
inland, modified, 3 cents
with publicity clover
leave, February 1, 1915
until December 31, 1946

Figure 9 . Only with this
Type 1 machine the
identification number is also
imprinted which on Types 2-4
nearly automatically belongs
into the value frame.

Figure 10. Use of a temporary machine at the Eidg.
Schutzenfest (Shooting Match) 1939 in Luzern . Figure 11 . Essay in ovate form.
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Figure 12. Essay in angular form

Figure 13. Cancella-
tions of a demon-
strator machine with
preliminary designs

Figure 15. "Specimen" in the
date stamp

Figure 14 . "Specimen"
in the value stamp . Test
print for control purposes
and advertisement

machine with value stamp Type
1 and the newer machine al-
lowed the two value stamp types
to exist side by side during dec-
ades. The Federal Schutzenfest
(Shooting Match) 1939 in Luzern
and the "Landi 1939" (Swiss
Federal Exposition 1939) were
large-scale events for that time.
In Luzern a temporary machine
with value stamp Type 1 was
used. Figure 10 shows slogan
cancels for both events (in the
franking machine imprinted
stamp and in the flag stamp).

The Direction General of the
postal administration did not
like trial prints in various forms
which were submitted as value
stamp essays . Some of these es-
says in oval form are shown in
Figure 10 and in angular form in
Figure 12.

The oval value stamp was
used, which was designed by
Karl Bickel senior . Two prelimi-
nary designs for a not engraved
10 cents and the 30 cents value
stamp with engraved machine
number 343 are shown on the
same proof. These franking ma-
chines were shown as demon-
strators in office machine
exhibitions . In order to be able
to demonstrate these machines
to visitors the word "specimen " instead of a machine number were entered into the value stamp (Figure 14).
There exist also value stamps with date stamps where "specimen" was used in the date stamp (Figure 15).

Philatelic News for Yous
Max Bill, Swiss artist, sculptor and writer

died of a heart attack at the age of 85 on Decem-
ber 9, 1994. No stranger to controversy, Bill
caused an uproar in Zurich in 1988 when he re-
fused to attend a party the city threw to celebrate
his 80th birthday. He said he was irritated by the
fuss and felt special exhibitions organized by local
museums to show his work were unrepresentative.

Max Bill designed the sculpture on the 1974
CEPT issue, Zumstein #556 (Scott #594).

The Pigeon Post Units will be dissolved after 77
years. 7000 birds are in service, while another
30,000 can be called up . Also the number of Field
POs will be reduced from 28 to 22 and will be
called Fieldpost Companies . The end of the cold

war has created different types of casualties.

(Helvetia Newsletter)

Postmark Pursuit
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BOOK REVIEW

'BEYOND WAR DATES
AND MORE! 1911-1950"

by Theo VanDam
Reviewed by Charles Z . LaBlonde

Published by Postal Covers, PO Box
8809, Anaheim, CA 92812-0809, at
$15.00 postpaid in the United
States. Overseas add $2 .00.

The original publication was re-
viewed in the May Tell . Theo Van
Dam has taken an outstanding
publication and made it even bet-
ter. The new volume is intended as
a "companion" for the earlier book.
Since publication of the earlier book
many additional sources of informa-
tion have surfaced, resulting in ad-
ditions, corrections and background
stories for the chronological listings
of wars, major campaigns, occupa-
tions and newly established nations
before and after World Wars I and
II up to the Korean War.

The book includes 140 country
listings, 1250 additional data en-
tries, 14 new maps, three new

appendices, a new bibliography and
a ten page index. Some of the back-
ground stories include The A .E.F.
in Italy, German warships in Tur-
key, the Zimmerman Telegram of
1917, the One Day War in Bulgaria
and many more.

The book is soft cover, spiral
bound to lie flat on your desk while
you study war covers and contains
90 pages . I suspect a book contain-
ing this much data will never be
"finished . " There will always be
new data to add . Van Dam is doing
a great service to all war cover col-
lectors by collecting and publishing
all of this data. (Just a passing
thought: Any of our postal histori-
ans want to provide more informa-

tion on Switzerland for the book? Is
there not more to say than simply
"Switzerland Declares Neutrality? " )

"War Dates," is an exceptional
aid for all students of military
postal history . How often have you
stared at a cover and tried to relate
it to war events? This book allows
you to do that easily and quickly.

United Nation Philatelic Sale
World Forum Philatelist has a

March sale of United Nations, UN
Agency, League and Forerunner
material. Over 300 lots containing
fine league, ILO, and UN material.

A well illustrated catalog will be
sent on request by writing to:
WPF, Box 466, Mt . Airy, MD 21771 .
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