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A Reduced-Rate Letter to Italy
Harlan F. Stone

"Rayon limitrophe," the French term for border

	

Under the Swiss postal conventions with Sardinia in
zone, describes short-distance mail between Switzer-
land and its neighbors that qualified for reduced
postage . Beginning in the mid-1800s, Swiss postal
conventions with France, German states, Austria and
Italian states defined the maximum distances that
mail could travel for a cut-rate amount . Sometimes
the distances were measured in a straight line from
town of origin to destination, other times from the
border. To identify border zone mail, the forwarding
post offices used "RL" handstamps. In many cases,
however, they applied this mark to mail destined for
points well beyond the border zone, which did not
qualify for reduced postage . In other cases they
neglected to apply the "RL" mark . Understanding the
sometimes complex formulas for measuring the
distances is important and not always easy.

A particularly well-disguised piece of reduced-
rate mail is this Swiss postal card, which went from
Lugano on May 17, 1875, to Milan, Italy . It looks very
much like an ordinary 10-centime international card,
paid with a 5c imprint and a 5c Sitting Helvetia
stamp. The only clue that this card may be unusual is
the upside-down `PD" handstamp partly on top of the
"Milano" address, an unnecessary mark on a common
postal card requiring a standard amount of postage .

1851, 1859 and 1860, the distance formula for reduced
postage changed several times . After the 1861 unification
of Sardinia and other Italian states, a new Swiss-Italian
convention, effective July l, 1862, altered the rules again.
The border zone, which had extended 45 kilometers on
each side of the Swiss-Sardinian border, remained that
width, but now it was measured from eight transfer
points near the border: Grand St. Bernard (Switzerland),
Le Breuil (Italy), Iselle (I), Crodo (I), Canobbio (I),
Camerlata (I), Splungen (S) and Tirano (I) . 1

Also under the Swiss-Italian convention, the reduced
postage for mail traveling within the 90 km zone (45 km
on each side of these transfer points) fell from 20c to 10c,
but only for prepaid "RL" mail, at the same time the full
rate fell from 40c to 30c per 10 grams . Also, post offices
were no longer required to use "RL" handstamps.

To interpret this card correctly, one must remember
that Italy did not accept Swiss postal cards before the
Universal Postal Union became effective July 1, 1875.

To determine if this card was properly accepted as a
10c reduced-rate letter, one must gauge the distance it
traveled before and after passing through one of the eight
transfer points. Camerlata (just south of Como in Italy),
is almost mid-way between Lugano and Milan.

(continued on page 2)
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Measurements show that Lugano is about 27 km north
and Milan about 36 km south, both within the 45 km
limit from Camerlata.

To emphasize that the card was fully prepaid to its
destination as a "rayon limitrophe" letter, the Lugano
post office added the "PD" handstamp.

One can conclude that this card is really a rare
border zone letter.

"Les Marques `RL,' Rayon Limitrophe" by Louis
Vuille, Postgeschichte, No. 19, September 1984, p.9.
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From the President
The 1994 convention in conjunction with NAPEX is

already history and here are a few of my thoughts . First
of all, many thanks to Harlan Stone and his wife, Helen,
for the fine arrangements, and to David Durham for his
great help at the reception table, and all others who were
active during the 3-day show. To mention everyone of
about 25 Helvetia members who participated and, I
believe, enjoyed themselves, would fill this column.

Competition in the exhibition was fierce and there
was a wide array of gorgeous Swiss material seldom
assembled in the same exhibition . Somewhere else in Tell
you will find the show results . Charles LaBlonde was the
chief-judge of the jury and had his hands full.

The membership meeting was well attended and we
heard all kinds of reports . Naturally, as usual as of late,
the question of Tell Editor came up . I am very happy to
announce that Dick Barton will be our new Editor
starting with the January 1995 issue . His address
appears on the Officers page, so please send him your
articles by December 1st.

A motion was made that the Board of Directors look
into the possibility of changing the publication procedure
by cutting back the number of Tell issues per year and
just print newsletters in between. A report with the
findings must be made to the membership by the end of
the year!

Being short on time and a "good" chairman, I did not
get involved in this discussion . But with a new editor, I
believe it must be said before we go any further that we
need writers, and I mean a few more then those who are
writing right now, regardless of what we publish.

Also, we are specialists of Switzerland and Liechten-
stein. We are not Linns or the Stamp Collector, to men-
tion just two popular stamp journals, because we are
specialized and do not compete for beginners but try to
gain the attention of those who have a direction in
collecting and are really interested in what weperceive
to be our mission.

Hence, why change when we have a topnotch journal
in Tell. This is not only the opinion of those who are
directly involved in the production of Tell, but also the
answers I received to letters sent to members who were
asked why they dropped out. None of these past members
quit because they were not satisfied with what is being
done with Tell . Also, some unsolicited letters were
received from members telling us "keep Tell coming ."
Hence, we must be doing something right.

It would be nice to hear from you about this subject.
Maybe some of us are off-base? Nevertheless, the Board
will look into this proposal.

The next meeting of AHPS will take place in conjunc-
tion with SCOPEX and the 50th Anniversary celebration
of APS having headquarters here in State College, PA,
March 10–12, 1995 . The convention hotel will be the
Nittany Lion Inn on the campus of the Pennsylvania
State University. Originally, this meeting was scheduled
for later that month, but facility arrangements made this
earlier date necessary . We are expecting you, and now is
the time to get your exhibits ready for showing .

If any AHPS member should be in Switzerland in
October and would like to be our delegate at the Delegate
Assembly of the Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies on
Saturday, October 15, 1994 at 10 :45 a.m. in Chur, Grisons,
please get in touch with me. I have the admission cards
and the agenda (via our representative Ralph Soderberg).
As a section of this Union, we can participate in the
deliberations . Chur can easily be reached by train or car.

Should you be in Switzerland in September 1994,
there is GABRA III, September 23–25, in Burgdorf (near
Bern). GABRA stands for GAnzsachen (postal stationery)
and BRiefe (letters) and is sponsored by the Swiss Society
of Collectors of Postal Entires The show will have 500
frames (12 pages/frame) and 25 dealers.

Also don't forget the big "Basler Taube 95 " exhibition
on June 17–25,1995 in Basel . If you received a vermeil or
gold in a Champion of Champion U.S. show for your Swiss
exhibit and would like to compete in Basel, Ralph Soder-
berg can supply the necessary information and applica-
tion blank. Let's have a get-together in sunny Basel after
our possibly "wintery" convention in the hills of central
Pennsylvania .

	

Ernest L Bergman

Editor's Comment
Steven S. Weston

I'm happy to announce that we have a new editor for
1995 . Dick Barton has volunteered to keep Tell coming to
you. But, he needs your help . Tell could be nothing more
than a boring newsletter reporting society business with
an auction now and then. Instead, we have a lively and
informative journal that focuses on what we are most
interested in, Swiss philately. That's because a few
members make time and expend the effort to write
articles . Every one of you can write an interesting article.
It makes no difference if it's five pages or a half a page . If
it interests you, I 'm sure it will interest many other
members . Start that article today!

Cancel collectors should know that the third
supplement to the SVP/ASCEP machine cancel handbook
is now available for Fr. 12.– (plus Fr. 3.– overseas ship-
ping) from Armin Stäheli, President, Krummackerweg 10,
CH-4600 Olten . This 46-page supplement includes all
flags used from September 1990 to April 1994 . Supple-
ments 1 and 2 are also available for Fr . 19.– each, plus
shipping.

Nominations for 1995-96 Officers
The AHPS Nominating Committee has submitted the

following names for AHPS elected officers for 1995–96:
Ernest L. Bergman
Richard H. Barton
Richard T. Hall
Frank Young
David E . Durham
Robert D . Gleichenhouse
Donn Lueck

The Nominating Committee, appointed by President
Bergman, comprises Richard T. Hall, Charles J . LaBlonde
and Harlan F. Stone, Chairman.

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Regional Director East
Regional Director Central
Regional Director West

September 1994
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AHPS Convention at NAPEX
Harlan Stone

A enthusiastic group of 19 members reached Arling-
ton, VA, for the society 's national convention at NAPEX,

June 24—26. The show-and-tell program drew six
participants. Three of the eight Swiss exhibits won gold medals.

An AHPS convention souvenir cacheted envelope,
featuring the 1991 U.S.-Swiss joint issue was mailed to
all members . The following helped address and stamp the
covers in an organized frenzy of activity lasting hardly
more than an hour: Frank Correl, Dave Durham, Burt
Greenstein, Don Johnson, Milford Panzer and Harlan
Stone (plus the wives of Ernie Bergman and Harlan).

When the local post office stand refused to accept all
413 covers at one time, members spent all of Friday
submitting batches of 50 for postmarking with the official
USPS show postmark to ensure prompt mailing.

The convention highlight was the show-and-tell
program. John Steinberg won a special Helvetia medal for
the best presentation, "Civilian Internment Camp Mail in
Switzerland 1940—45 ." Don Johnson, discussing the
judging of a hypothetical Liechtenstein exhibit, made the
audience choose between a cheap but scarce printed
matter wrapper and an expensive but available mint perf
variety as the most "important" item. (The wrapper won .)

Burt Greenstein showed a PTT presentation booklet
containing the 1949 issues commemorating 75 years of
UPU and 100 years of Swiss federal stamps . Harlan
Stone showed different uses of the 1900 UPU stamps on
cover. Ed Walton displayed razor blade cancellations and
a parcel scale he had bought in a Maryland antique shop
on his way to NAPEX . Bob Zeigler showed his favorite
cover, a Swiss woman's angry letter to the German
consulate in Lausanne demanding a foreigner's pass at
the very end of WW II, and returned bearing an official
Swiss etiquette stating "this company is out of business . "
Harlan and Bob contributed humorous show-and-tells.

An equally successful show-and-tell program held
jointly by AHPS and the Italy and Colonies Study Circle
(also having their convention at NAPEX) included five
presentations . The two "Swiss" speakers were Harlan
Stone, on reduced border (rayon limitrophe) postage rates
for mail between Switzerland and Sardinia (later Italy)
during 1851—75 ; and Ernie Bergman, on Campione
d 'Italia during and after World War II.

The three "Italian" speakers were Richard Harlow, on
"Verbano " boat mail services on Lake Maggiore in the
1850s; Joe Geraci on mail between Sardinia and Lom-
bardy (Austria) exchanged through neutral Switzerland
during their 1859 war; and Lucio Marson, on Milan as the
origin of the Austrian straightline "VIA DI SVIZZERA"
handstamp used on mail to Sardinia in the 1850s . Every-
one in the audience said he learned something new.

Ernie Bergman conducted the annual business
meeting. Dick Blaney (slide chairman) reported the
following plans: a new program on censored mail, updat-
ing the Swiss Panorama program, revisions to the Strubel
program, and a donation of the St. Gotthard Railway
program to the APS line-up .

The membership directed the Board to explore the
idea of a two-tier membership with different dues for a
newsletter and our journal, Tell . Recommendations
should be provided by the end of 1994 . It also reaffirmed
that the next AHPS convention will be at the APS 1995
Spring Meeting at State College, PA, March 10—12.

NAPEX 94 Convention Awards
Harlan Stone

A ten-frame exhibit of Swiss covers to . destinations
throughout the world during 1875–1907, by Richard
Schaefer (the son), earned the AHPS convention grand
award and a NAPEX 94 gold medal . The exhibit contains
letters and cards to more than 100 destinations, including
many small islands . Richard 's father shows, in an inter-
national exhibit, covers to worldwide destinations before
the Universal Postal Union.

Harlan F . Stone won the AHPS runner-up gold medal
for an exhibit of Sitting Helvetia emphasizing its produc-
tion and use during 1862-63 . This exhibit, which also won
a NAPEX gold, now contains mixed-franking covers with all
Sitting Helvetias and Strubels that were available for
current usage during 1862-63.

The AHPS silver medal went to a six-frame exhibit of
the 1900 UPU issue and material related to the special
UPU Congress in Bern that year . William C . Norby, the
exhibitor, also captured a NAPEX gold.

Ralph B. Soderberg received the AHPS bronze medal
and a NAPEX vermeil for his first-time exhibit of the IKW
issue. He showed five frames of this official issue in use
during 1918—19, . explaining the differences between
genuine and forged overprints.

Other AHPS exhibitors and their NAPEX awards were:
Edmund C. Walton, "Standing Helvetia, " vermeil ; Robert
G. Zeigler, "Swiss mail censored, delayed, rerouted and
disrupted during World War II," vermeil ; Ernest L.
Bergman, "Unique Postal Problems for Neutral Switzer-
land during World War II," silver; R. Bruce Marsden,
"Swiss Fondue" (an overview of Swiss philately), silver
and AAPE creativity award . AHPS member Charles J.
LaBlonde was chairman of the NAPEX jury.

Switzerland exhibitors have also garnered the
following awards in recent months : James Anderson,
"Soldier Stamps, World War I, " APEX 93 (Aurora, CO),
grand, APS, APEX Founder's, Mayor's and Most popular
awards ; John R . Bereuter, "Overview of Swiss Pro Patria
1938-49," Thamespex 93 (New London, CT), gold; Ernest
L. Bergman, "Foreign Censorship of Mail from and to
Switzerland during World War II, " SCOPEX 94 grand,
WESTPEX 94 gold; Herbert Biederman, "Early Issues,"
Stamporee 94 silver-bronze ; Lauretta Garabrant, "Souve-
nir Sheets, " New York Fall 93 MegaEvent silver; Gene
Kelly, "Catalog of Fiscal Stamps, Vol . 6, " Chicagopex 93
silver-bronze, COLOPEX 94 silver-bronze; Charles J . La-
Blonde, "Strubels, " New York Fall 93 MegaEvent grand,
APS pre-1900, "1900 UPU Covers," ARIPEX 94 gold,
"French-Occupied Switzerland 1792—1815, " ROPEX 94
vermeil, Philatelic Show 94 vermeil ; George O. Trabue,
"Seated Helvetia Issues, 1854—82," ARIPEX 93 vermeil.
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AHPS Auction 101
For this auction, the Zumstein 1992 Specialized catalog values are converted into dollars at SFr . 1 = $.70 . Be

aware that the newer Zumstein catalogs have higher prices.

Please send your bids to: George Struble, 210, 18th St . NE, Salem, OR 97301 . Bids must be received by
October 15. Our next AHPS auction will appear in the January Tell . Please submit items for that auction by
November 1.

Lot Description

	

Value

Rayons
1 Z. 15 IIe (Sc. 7) Type 20 . Black PP cancel. Zeigler certif: "ample margins on all

	

525.00
four sides; fresh, bright shades, without faults" Min . bid $240

2 Z. 16 II (Sc. 8) Stone B Type 7 . 31/2 large margins, upper left frame line cut into . Grill

	

210 .00
cancel. Min. bid $75

3 Z. 1611 (Sc. 8) 10 Rp. Rayon II . Type 19, Stone A2, Pos . LU. Top cut in, 3 full frame lines

	

280 .00
and margins, though close at right . otherwise without faults . Rare blue PP cancel, A&E
Gr. 12/A, #57 . Zeigler certif. Min . bid $55

4 Z. 1611 (Sc. 8) 10 Rp . Rayon II . Type 40, Stone D, Pos . LO. Wide margins top, left, and

	

133 .00
bottom; cut slightly into frame at right, no other faults . Very fresh colors, clean blue fed.
grill cancel . Zeigler certif. Min. bid $50

5 Z. 1611 (Sc. 8) 10 Rp. Rayon II . Type 17, Stone E, Pos . RO. Light brownish-yellow shade,

	

133 .00
adequate to wide margins on all four sides ; tiny tear at lower left corner, o/w without
faults . Black P.P. cancel, A&E Gr . 12 #235 . Initialed by von der Weid in pencil ; Zeigler
certif. Min . bid $70

Strubels
6 Z. 23Ad (Sc . 16) 10 Rp . Strubel, 2+ frame lines and margins, fed . grill + orange cancel .

	

70 .00
Min. bid $25

7 Z. 26A (Sc. 19) 40-Rp . 31/2 frame lines, two margins . VF, fresh . Light black grill cancel .

	

252.00
Min. bid $120

8 Z. 23C 10 Rp . grey blue . Good margin at top, full frame line left, right frame line

	

35 .00
missing but good margin, bottom frame line cut into . Nice Sembach cancel, A&E #5701.
Min. bid $20

9 Z. 26C (Sc . 29) on piece, with Zürich 1858 cds . Three margins, left frame line cut into .

	

87 .50
Min. bid $45

10 Z. 27C (Sc . 30) 1 fr . Fed. grill cancel . Three+ frame lines, "a few minor toned spots, a

	

770 .00
tiny crease on one corner ; no other faults" Zeigler certif . Min . bid $200

11 Z. 22D (Sc. 25) 5 Rp . 3 full frame lines . Clear Laufenburg cancel, A&E #5548 .

	

31 .50
Min. bid $13

12 Z. 27D (Sc. 31) Rellstab certif: " fresh colour, very good and wide margins all around,

	

770 .00
lightly cancelled, slightly thinned on the back " Min. bid $125

13 Z. 23G.2.01 (Sc. 27 var .) 10 Rp . "Comet" variety. Light cds . Four frame lines .

	

220.50
Fresh. Min. bid $150

14 Z. 24G (Sc . 38) 15 Rp . Very clear Geneve SON AW 5064 cds . Three+ frame lines, two

	

52 .50
margins . Min . bid $25

15 Z. 24Gc (Sc . 38) Neat ALTSTADTEN SON AW 4725 cds . Four good margins .

	

56 .00
Min. bid $30

16 Z. 25G (Sc . 39) 20-Rp . Strubel, four frame lines, a little dull and unfresh, but without

	

70 .00
faults. Very clean Neuchatel 1862 cancel. Zeigler certif. Min . bid $27

17 Z. 26G (Sc . 40) Light cds . Four frame lines . Min . bid $40

	

70 .00

18 Z. 26G (Sc . 40) Indistinct cds . Three good margins, right frame line cut into . Min . bid

	

70 .00
$25

September 1994
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Lot Description

	

Value

Sitting Helvetia
19 Perforated Sitting Helvetia Z . 28/48 (Sc. 41//64) 96 stamps, various shades and cancels .

	

700 .00
Many F-VF. Min . bid $50

20 Z. 29 .a (Sc . 42 3 Ct. grey black. Superb centering, thin . SON St . Imier cds . Min . bid $9

	

112.00

21 Z. 34 (Sc . 47) 40-ct . green Sitting Helvetia, F-VF with cds. Min . bid $16

	

57 .40

22 Z. 35 (Sc . 48) 60-ct . copper bronze F M OG . Fresh. Min . bid $200

	

700.00

23 Z. 36a (Sc. 50a) 1 fr., redbrown unterdruck. F-VF, cds cancel . Min . bid $117

	

350.00

24 Z. 36b (Sc . 50) 1 fr ., orange unterdruck . F, cds cancel . Min . bid $54

	

192 .50

25 Z. 42 (Sc . 58) cds BENKEN 12.X.81 Zeigler certif: " fresh, used condition and without

	

122 .50
faults" Min. bid $60

26 Z. 48 (Sc . 64) cds BASEL 31 .I .82 Perfs into design at right. Zeigler certif: "perforations

	

119 .00
intact, fresh color ; cancel a little smudgy and paper a little toned at top, but without
faults" Min. bid $40

27 Z. 49 (Sc . 65) cds ST. GALLEN 31 .XII .81 Zeigler certif: "fresh color and nicely cancelled;

	

77 .00
perfs . slightly short at lower left, no other faults " Min. bid $25

28 Z. 52 (Sc . 68) BASEL 25 .V.82 cds. Guinand certif: cancel genuine, fresh color, cleanly

	

1050 .00
cancelled . On the upper left is a small thin spot and one perf is missing on the right,
otherwise the condition is good . Min . bid $250

Cross and Numerals
29 Z. 59A.a 3 Ct . grey. F-VF, SON Neuchatel cds . Min . bid $9

	

35 .00

30 Z. 61A.a (Sc. 73a) Mint, (partial) OG . Fresh color, full perfs, centered F . Guinand certif.

	

227.50
Min. bid $70

31 Z. 81c (Sc . 114) 3 Ct . gray brown F-VF, SON LYSS cds . Min . bid $16

	

56 .00

Standing Helvetia
32 Z. 71B (Sc. 93) horiz . strip of 3 . F-VF, each with SON ANDEER cds . Min . bid $85

	

280 .00

33 Z. 68C.b (Sc. 95) 30 Ct . reddish brown. F-VF, SON Lausanne cds . Min . bid $13

	

43 .40

34 Z. 71D.e (Sc. 87A) 1 fr . lilac, VF, very clear print, cds . Min . bid $14

	

35 .00

35 Z. 72D.a (Sc . 88A) 3 fr . blurred print. F-VF, SON St . Gallen cds . Min . bid $10

	

28 .00

36 Z. 66E.a (Sc. 82B) 20 Ct. orange, blurred print . VF, unclear cds . Min . bid $10

	

35 .00

37 Z. 66E.d (Sc. 82B) 20 Ct . brownish orange . F, SON BADEN cds . Min . bid $7

	

28 .00

38 Z. 69E.b (Sc. 84B) 40 Ct . grey F-VF, unclear cds . Min . bid $8

	

31 .50

39 Z. 71E (Sc . 87b) 1 fr. lilac F, Lausanne 31 Mai 01 box cancel . Min . bid $95

	

280.00

40 Z. 71E.b (Sc. 87B) 1 fr. lilac, clear print . F-VF, LEURIER box cancel . Min. bid $85

	

273.00

41 Z. 75E (Sc . 97A) 1 fr . carmine. F-VF, SON Zurich cds . Min. bid $8

	

26 .25

42 Z. 89A (Sc . 108A) VF used! Min . bid $60

	

175.00

UPU, more modern stamps
43 Range of Helvetia with sword : Z. 2x107, 113y, 141, 141y, 2x161, 162, plus overprint 151

	

190.00
(Sc . 2x136a, 2x137a, 139, 142, 2x143, 199) F-VF, MNH Min. bid $49

44 Z. 126 II VF block of 4, with two cds . Min . bid $20

	

56 .00

45 Z. 142 (Sc . 182) 3 Fr. red. VF MNH Min . bid $175

	

367.50

46 Z. 135 .2A.01 (Sc . 189 var .) 80/70 Ct ., "Open 8" . F-VF, without faults or repairs, excellent

	

490 .00
perfs . Light box cancel . "It is possible that the cancellation is equally authentic but it is
difficult to prove it ." Becca-Gautschy certif. Min. bid $170

47 Z. 160 (Sc . 180) 30 ct . blue VF MNH . Min . bid $16

	

35 .00

48 Z. 160 .a (Sc . 180 shade) 30 ct. lighter blue VF MNH. Min . bid $19

	

38 .50

49 Z. 178a (Sc. 206) VF MLH Min . bid $95

	

437.50

50 Z. 179 (Sc . 185) 10 fr . green F-VF used . Min . bid $18

	

56 .00
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Lot Description

	

Value

51 Z. 189 (Sc . 214) 60-ct . Disarmament MNH, dist . gum spot . VF centering, fresh .

	

59 .50
Min. bid $20

52 Z. 205y M, disturbed gum, toned spot at top, otherwise VF Min. bid $65

	

262 .50

53 Z. 211-14 (Sc . 238-41) VF MNH Min . bid $11 .50

	

31 .50

54 Z. 214 (Sc . 241) 1 fr . VF MLH Min. bid $9

	

26 .25

55 Z. 219-27 (Sc . 247-55) 1939 Exposition F-VF MNH Min . bid $11 .50

	

30 .80

56 Z. 243-51, 339-42 (Sc . 270-78, 273-78a) MNH F-VF Min. bid $24

	

78 .40

Tete-beche ...
57 Z. Z1 VF, Zürich cds on each stamp . Strong colors Min . bid $7

	

22 .40

58 Z. Z1 F-VF . Geneve cancel on each stamp . A couple of separated perfs . Min . bid $7

	

22 .40

59 Z. Z16z 5+10-ct . vertical . F-VF used. Two perfs separated . Min . bid $20

	

98 .00

60 Z. Z17z VF used. One perf separation . Min . bid $22

	

98 .00

Airpost
61 Z. F I Aarau air fore-runner VF MNH Min . bid $52

	

87 .50

62 Z. F15 (Sc . C14) 40 ct . air VF used.

	

122.50

Pro Juventute, Pro Patria . ..
63 Z. WI 10-11 (Sc . B10-11) 1918 Pro Juv . VF MNH Min. bid $35

	

71 .75

64 Z. WI 15-17 (Sc . B15-17) 1920 Pro Juv . used blocks of 4 . 71/2-cent block has SON Zürich

	

798.00
cancel on each stamp ; others have two cancels per block . VF centering. Min. bid $200

65 Z. WI 24 (Sc . B24) 40-cent 1922 Pro . Juv. VF, cds . Min . bid $33

	

70 .00

66 Z. W III 31 (Sc. B178) Basel sheet . VF MNH Min . bid $60

	

112 .00

67 Z. W III 35 (Sc. 352a) 1955 Lausanne sheet VF M VLH . Min . bid $45

	

133 .00

International Agencies
68 Z. D IV 57-59 (Sc . 3057-59) 1939 BIT high values . VF MNH . Min. bid $26

	

29 .40

69 Z. D IV 95-100, D V 40-45, D VI 26-31, 35, D VII 21-37, D IX 1-6, D X1-6, D XI 1-6 (Sc .

	

83 .00
3094-99, 4040-45, 5026-31, 5035, 7021-37, 801-6, 901-6, 1001-6) MNH F-VF
Min. bid $19

70 Z. D IV 84-94 (Sc . 3083-93) F-VF, MNH Min . bid $54

	

140 .00

71 Z. D IV 84, 86, 88, 91 (Sc . 3083, 85, 87, 90) all with 2A .01 variety . VF used. Min . bid $70

	

184 .45

72 Z. D IV 94 (Sc. 3093) vert. pair, variety 2A.01 on upper stamp. F-VF used . Min . bid $32

	

84 .00

73 Z. D IV 94 (Sc. 3093) horiz . pair, 2A .02 on right stamp . VF used. Min . bid $23

	

66 .50

74 Z. D V BIE I-VIII fore-runners . VF MNH . Min . bid $50

	

63 .00

75 Z. D V 23-28 (Sc . 4023-28) 1948 BIE. VF, MLH. Min. bid $8

	

24 .50

Postage Due
76 Z. P5 II K (Sc . J5) F M OG with thin perf lower left . Min . bid $45

	

210 .00

77 Z. P10 N (Sc. J10) Berne cds . F-VF. Miti . bid $18

	

45 .50

78 Z. P17AK, 18AN, 19AN, F-VF used . Min . bid $70

	

196 .00

79 Z. P21CK (Sc. J27a) 100-ct . F-VF used . Min . bid $36

	

105 .00

80 Z. P22CN F-VF used . Min . bid $9

	

38 .50

81 Z. P22FN F-VF used . Min . bid $10

	

38 .50

82 Z. P22FV VF used . Min . bid $12

	

38 .50

83 Z. P22GbN SON Zürich Bahnhof cds. F-VF. Min. bid $55

	

175.00

Covers
84 Z. 180, 181 (Sc. 207 and 208) in blocks of 4 on reg. cover to Oshkosh, Wis. Min . bid $10

	

43 .40+

85 Z. 316-319 (Sc. 347-350) Neat cacheted FDC to Oregon . German cancel . Min. bid $23

	

84 .00

September 1994
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Lot Description

	

Value

86 Z. 320(2)-323 (Sc . 351-4) on reg . cacheted FDC to New York Min. bid $15

	

49.00

87 Z. 349-50 (Sc. 376-7) Unaddressed cacheted FDC Min . bid $9

	

28.00

88 RF38.3a Flight 1 .XI.38 Zürich-Frankfurt . Franked with two Z. F10 (probably 10z) (Sc.

	

70.00
C1 Oa) Clean cover. Min. bid $30 Luftpost-HB

89 RF39 .1 d Flight 17 .IV.39 Basel-Rotterdam . Franked with Z. F4 + 226 (Sc . C4 + 254) .

	

87 .50
Clean cover . Min. bid $35 Luftpost-HB

90 Z. WI 45-48 (Sc. B45-48) 1928 Pro Juv . Four reg. covers (not FDC) with blocks of four of

	

124.00+
all four values, addressed to Chicago . Min. bid $30

91 Z. WI 97-100 (Sc . B112-115) Z . WI 97-100 (Sc . B112-15) 1941 Pro. Juv. Reg. FDC to

	

227.50
Kitchener, Ont . Min. bid $120

92 Z. WI 158-62 (Sc . B247-51) 1955 Pro Juv . Addressed FDC Min . bid $20

	

63 .00

93 Z. W II 34-37 (Sc . B162-5) 1947 Pro Patria on FDC to Oregon, with additional postage Z .

	

238.00
202, F28 Min. bid $70

94 Z. W II 81-85 (Sc . B262-66) 1957 Pro Patria Neat cacheted FDC to Calif. Also carries

	

45 .50
rubber stamp "Passed free U .S . Customs Los Angeles" Min . bid $15

95 Six interesting covers 1937-52, each with very mixed franking . Among the stamps : Z .

	

85 .75+
210(3), 225, 265, 280, 284, 290, 298, F4, 9, 20, 27, 29, WI 140-1, WII 26-7, 41, 46, 48, 57,
59, WIII 19 (Sc . 237(3), 253, 296, 311, 315, 321, 329, B141, 146-7, 177, 191, 193, 209-10,
213, 215, C4, 9, 20, 27, 29 -- whew!) Cancels include Schweiz . PTT Museum and three
Automobil PostBureau . Min. bid $17 (Value given is of stamps only)

International agencies covers

96 Six clean covers: ILO envelopes, addressed to Montreal and New York, franked with (Z .

	

140.00+
D III) 2x66 ; 69 ; 84 and 93 ; 75; 76 ; 77 (Sc . 2x3065; 3068; 3083 and 3092; 74; 75; 76)
Min. bid $108

97 Large 8" x 12" ILO cover addressed to the AFL, Washington, D .C. Properly franked with
two (D IV 83) 10 fr, (D IV 80) 2 fr, and (D IV 70) 35 ct . (Sc. 3069, 3079, 2x3082) . Cover
wrinkled, and one of the 10 fr . stamps has a small tear. Rare legitimate high franking.
Min. bid $225

98 WHO: Three clean service covers . Franked with 2x(D VI 13) 40 ct . to Bethesda, Md . ;

	

92 .00
2x(D VI 16) 70 ct . to Indonesia ; (D VI 17) 80 ct . to U.N. New York. Min. bid $36

99 Unaddressed special cover for European Radio Conf . 1939 in Montreux with 12.IV.39
special cancel . Franked with Z . 227 (Sc. 255) Min. bid $36

100 Four covers with special UlTconference cancels . Franked with : Z . 343; 2x385; 436-7 (FD
cancels on Postal Card with illustrations of telegraph stamps) ; 495 (Sc. 370 ; 412; 471-2;
529) Min. bid $10

101 Geneva C.C.I .R Plenary Assembly cancel 26 .I .63 on addressed cover. Franked with Z . D
XI 2 (Sc . 1002) Min. bid $9

102 Two special flight covers : (1) First Swissair DC-10 Genève - Kinshasa 19 .7 .73, (2) 50th

	

28.00
anniv . flight Genève - Praha 26 .10 .73, both franked with ITU stamps : Z. D IX 2, 7, 8.
Min. bid $10 Gaines cat . value

Miscellaneous

103 UN 1976 special XXV anniversary souvenir folder with MNH 1976 NY and Geneva
issues . Folder includes illustrations of all stamps and stationery of the 25 years . Min.
bid $9

104 Hans Erni Lithograph 8½" x 11 " produced for WFUNA in 1984 for UN Geneva Refugees
issue. Hand signed, including Erni's famous dove signature . Numbered (480 of 1000),
including certif. of authenticity. Min. bid $81

105 Presentation booklet for 1989 UPU Congress . Contains 27 stamps : Swiss Int'l . offices
and French UNESCO . Stamps VF MNH . Min. bid $22
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Auction 100: Prices Realized

AHPS AUCTION RULES
September 1994

1. Generally three auctions will be held each year.
Closing dates for entries and bids will be set by the
auction manager . A donation auction will be held
approximately every three years.

2. For each auction, a list of material entered will be
published in Tell . Descriptions of stamps and covers
will cover key points . Zumstein catalog numbers and
values will be used; if a specialty catalog number and
value are used, the catalog will be identified.

3. The use of minimum bids or reserved prices by
owners of lots is encouraged . The reserve price may
be changed by the owner . An owner may withdraw a
lot from sale up to the closing date for receipt of bids
for that auction.

4. Only AHPS members in good standing may enter lots
or bid in the auctions . The auction manager shall not
bid on lots, but may buy a lot at the minimum bid if
there are no bids on it.

5. The auction manager may reject a lot if s/he believes
the items are counterfeit, regummed, or repaired.
Heavy cancels, and items that are defective in other
respects may also be rejected . Each lot should have a
minimum catalog value of at least $25 ; however, the
auction manager may accept lots of lower value if
they appear to be of special interest.

6. Purchasers will be notified by mail of winning bids
and the amount to be paid to the auction manager.
The purchaser will pay the postage, certification fee,
registration, and insurance as applicable.

Postmark Pursuit

7. If a purchaser receives a lot which he considers to be
of unsatisfactory quality or improperly described as
published in Tell, s/he should notify the auction
manager and return the lot within fourteen days.
Under no circumstances will the AHPS be liable for
incorrect identification or description . Any disputes
should be submitted in writing to the AHPS

President or Vice President for resolution by the Board.

8. Sellers of auction lots will receive the winning bid
less 15% commission . On lots selling at $300 or over,
commission is a flat $45 . A check will be mailed to the
seller after the auction manager has received
payment for all of the seller's lots that have been sold in
the same auction.

9. At the option of the auction manager, unsold lots may
be entered in one of the next two auctions or returned
to the owner . If a lot is unsold in two auctions, the lot
will be returned to the owner. No lot shall be listed
more than twice in any two-year period.

10. Prices realized on auction lots will be published in
Tell.

11. On November 30 of each year, the auction manager
will submit to the AHPS Board a detailed summary
of income, disbursements, and expenses resulting
from auction activity in the previous fiscal year. Any
funds in excess of expenses and disbursements are to
be transferred to the AHPS treasurer ; however, the
auction manager may retain in an AHPS Auction
account a small amount of working capital.

(continued on page 13)
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Automation of Mail as Seen by the Stamp Collector

(SBZ 2/94; Translated by Ernest L.
Bergman)

Franking machine imprinted
stamps Type 1.

The Hasler Company began pro-
ducing franking machines at the
same time as Franco Luzern and also
had machines in operation in March
1924 (as early as March 24, 1924) . By
far the largest part of all Type 1 ma-
chines were built and sold by Hasler.
Numbers 201–800 and 1001–1531
were assigned to the Hasler Com-
pany. In this article however, we will
expose many exceptions to this num-
bering system . These machines, mod-
els D-106 and F-106, were equipped
with eight different value steps (Fig-
ure 1) . Some owners of these ma-
chines expressed the wish to be able
to also print slogans . Hasler was
ready for this as early as 1926. Ini-
tially this was only possible by using
a second step in the operation . In-
stead of the value stamp, the slogan
cancel was inverted in the machine
and then the letter or the postcard
was put through the machine a sec-
ond time, also inverted . This proce-
dure was only used by two companies
(Figures 2 and 3) . Well preserved
items are scarce.

There were other ways to print
slogan cancels in a second step . The
distance between the value stamp
and slogan was in these cases

variable . Only a few companies used this
kind of advertising (Figure 4) . At the
end of the 1920s, Model F2 reached
the market . With this machine, the

Figure 4. Two production steps, hence the uneven spacing.

Werner Boos
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Figure 2 & 3.
Invert-printed slogan
cancel, shown left below.

Figure 5 . Value stamps and
town-mark applied in one process.

55 mm spacing

50 mm spacing

Figure 1.
Table model of
Hasler machine F-106

60 mm spacing
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Figure 8 . In the past Franco, now

Hasler. The town-mark indicates this.

Figure 6. Value stamp,
town-mark and slogan

cancel applied in one

process.

Figure 7 . More space for the slogan

cancel with reduced distance of 8 mm.

Distance between town-mark
and value stamp of 14 mm.

Figure 9 . Small, straight,

engraved number of a
Hasler machine.

Figure 10 . Machine

number 800 with
small numbers.

value stamp and town-mark could be
printed in one operation (Figure 5)
and the value stamp, town-mark and
slogan cancel could all be applied
simultaneously (Figure 6). Eventually
seven different town-mark types were
used for Hasler machines . At the
start, the space between value stamp
and town-mark was set for 14 mm;
however, it was reduced on a few
machines to 8 mm in order to allow
more space for the slogan cancel (Fig-
ure 7) . It must be stated that only a
few companies used this combination
of three . Items with the smaller 8 mm
distance are substantially scarcer.
Therefore, the Hasler machines were
superior to all other products manu-
factured by the competition.

I would like to draw attention to
the exceptions in machine numbers.
Initially, it was the change of ma-
chines from Franco to the Hasler
product which we like to document . It
pertains to the machine models 105
after 1929, 106 after 1928 and 117
after 1930 (Figure 8).

Was it an oversight or other
causes which brought about the
change to Universal numbers for the
Hasler machines (2046, 2047, 2048)?
After rearrangement of the number
distribution on July 1, 1946, Hasler
was assigned many previously undis-
tributed numbers . These were num-
bers 102, 107; after 1948 numbers
123, 124,132, 174, 185, 186,187 and
with passing years, individual num-
bers between 1577 and 5867, which
were assigned to Hasler machines . In
the past, machine 102 with a curved,
engraved machine number was in-
stalled at Franco Luzern . After 1980,
this number appeared with small
engraved numbers on pieces from
Lugano (Figure 9) . These small num-
bers are otherwise a safe indication
for Universal machines, but based on
dependable information, a Hasler
machine had been used there. It
seems that toward the end of the
operation of the Type I machines,
only small numbers were engraved.
What happened to machine number
800 (Figure 10)? This number was
small and engraved in curved form
already in 1942 . I assume that this
number was assigned to a Universal
machine . The machine numbers 622
and 1357 have large numbers and are

engraved straight. Since these items
are from the 1940s, they must be
assumed to come from Universal
machines . I have now enumerated
quite a few exceptions to the past
valid rules, which are by no means

complete. Additional machine
changes could have led to further modifi-
cations. The franking machine
imprinted stamps are a very nice field

for collecting and even today one can
make new discoveries.
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World War II — One More Time

	

Charles J. LaBlonde
Part 3: World War II Mail Between Switzerland and the USA

.. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ..
Par Avion GENERALDIREKTION PTT

Monsieur le Postmaster General Bern, 10 January 1940
Washington, DC

We continue our exploration of
the Swiss PTT Archive material relat-
ing to the problems of early WW II
correspondence. The focus of this part
is the correspondence between the
PTT and the US Post Office
Department, as these two neutrals tried to
keep the mail going under ever more
difficult conditions.

Recall the PTT letter of Septem-
ber 4, 1939 (March Tell) in which the
PTT announced Basel 2 as the assem-
bly and trans-shipment point for mail
to North America. Obviously they
expected to ship the mail by rail to
French or even Dutch ports for trans-
port to the USA. They had no idea
how rapidly the Germans would ad-
vance, making this plan invalid.

Already on October 2, 1939 the
PTT sent a letter to the US Postmas-
ter General, changing the assembly
point for mail to the USA from Basel
2 to Chiasso 2 . They recognized that
to keep the mail moving, they would
need to use Italian ports and many
Italian ships . Since Italy was not yet
in the war this worked... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Par Avion
Monsieur le Postmaster General

Washington, DC

Exchange of Mail
4311 .51 .1 2 X1939

I have the honor to inform you
that, due to the frequent utilization of
Italian ships to transmit mail to your
country, I have created a new ex-
change office in Chiasso 2 for letters
to New York and beyond . This will
allow us to dispatch mail right up to
the last minute, including items
which would have been delayed if
sent via Basel.

[The letter goes on with some
flowery language about the mail flow
in general .]

Section des
COMMUNICATIONS	 POSTALES

This is the beginning of a contin-
uing and frequent correspondence
between the PTT and US postal offi-
cials during the war. Another letter,
again about shipping, followed.

4311 .43 .9 24 X 1939

I am in receipt of your very kind
letter of 11 October 1939 and I have
the honor of reporting the following
arrivals of mail in Switzerland from
your country during the period 9
September to 4 October 1939.

Disp. Ship Arrival
9 Sept Manhattan 27 Sept
15 Sept American Trader 8&18 Oct
19 Sept Rex 29 Sept
22 Sept Washington 11/12 Oct
23 Sept Pres . Harding 12 Oct
26 Sept Conte di Savoia 6 Oct
29 Sept American Farmer 21 Oct*
30 Sept Exochorda 16 Oct
4 Oct Vulcania 16 Oct
*At the moment, only the registered
mail has been received from this ship.

All of the mail that was unloaded
at Bordeaux or at London was cen-
sored by the French and the British.

[The letter continues with a sug-
gestion that the two countries ex-
change sailing schedules frequently.
The Swiss want the "Schedule of
Steamships Carrying Mails" from the
US while offering to the US the
"Communications postales avec
l'etranger." The PTT ends the letter
by telling the US that no more mail
will be sent via Geneva or Lausanne .]

Section des
COMMUNICATIONS POSTALES
Müller

Copies:
Postal Districts
Letter Forwarding Offices

The next letter is a very interest-
ing piece, explaining why the
Christmas cards from the USA to Switzer-
land were late in 1939 . There must
have been many complaints to cause
this type of blanket explanation to all
the offices!

Postal Districts
Railway Post Offices

Mail Forwarding Offices
Chiasso 2

Nr. 4311 .43 .23/39
Mail from the USA

1. We requested the American
postal department to put all the wait-
ing mail destined for Switzerland
from the USA and lands beyond,
collected between 25 November to 9
December, on the Italian ship
"Vulcania" which was to leave New
York 9 December and arrive in Genoa
on 19 December . This would have
allowed the mail to be distributed in
Switzerland before Christmas . The
Americans informed us that part of
the mail was already loaded on the
Italian freighter "Giulia" on 3 Decem-
ber and that the rest was on the
American steamer "Excalibur" which
left New York the same day as the
"Vulcania ." According to the pub-
lished schedule, the "Giulia" was to
reach Genoa on 16 December and the
"Excalibur" on 20 December. In real-
ity the arrivals were as follows:

19 Dec - Vulcania
24 Dec - Giulia
4 Jan - Excalibur.
The latter two ships were delayed

by the British blockade at Gibraltar.
If the Americans had done as we
asked, the Christmas delivery in
Switzerland would have been no
problem. Due to off loading problems
in Genoa with the "Giulia" its mail
did not arrive in Switzerland until 29
December.

2. Regarding the "Excalibur,"
many bags of mail were opened in
Gibraltar and the much of the mail
censored . Further, some registered
mail was condemned and held. We
have however, had reports from only
three post offices of open mailbags
(Bern Briefausgabe, Basel 2 Brief-
versand, and Basel Briefausgabe)
despite the fact that bags for a total
of 8 offices were received from New
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York. We remind you of the rules
established in our letters, Numbers
6014.30 .20 and 58, of 4 and 20 Octo-
ber 1939, in which you were directed
to report any opening of mailbags
arriving from abroad.

SEKTION POSTVERBINDUNGEN. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . ..
So there you have it . The late

Christmas cards are blamed on the

Americans for not following orders
and on the British for censoring the
mail.

During the early days of the war,
the PTT spent lots of time making
excuses for delayed mail. The next
installment of this series will contain
three explanatory letters, one to a
bank, one to a newspaper and one to
a private company. Stay tuned .

(Anyone who would like the full
German or French text of the letters
can contact me .)

We close with a letter from this
period, April 4, 1940, from
Neuhausen am Rheinfall to St. Paul,
Minnesota, showing Gibraltar censor-
ship, which can be recognized by the
rubber-stamped number on the cen-
sor label.

Gibraltar censor marking on letter dated 4 .IV .40 from Neuhausen am Rheinfall to St . Paul, Minnesota, USA.

Postmark Pursuit
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Profile of a Swiss Stamp
Collector — Robert Gleichenhaus
Ernest L Bergman

The writer of today's column is not the one who
normally takes care of it because the tables are turned on
Bob Gleichenhaus, one of the charter members of AHPS
who has written feature columns in Tell profiling various
members of our Society for some time, and now it's his
turn to be "profiled! " His philosophy is "stamps are fun,
but it's people that make the hobby interesting ."

Other writers have done an outstanding job of
covering the subject of Swiss philately in the many issues
of Tell, detailing the stamps themselves, cancels, postal
history, rarities, varieties, etc. and Bob felt, when he
started this column, that the time had come to tell about
the "real people " who make our organization click . Most
certainly Bob is one of those and what follows shall
demonstrate this.

The proliferation of new issues overwhelmed him, so
he decided to concentrate on Switzerland, and said "I've
never been happier because Swiss stamps and postal
history offer more challenges than any collector could
hope to conquer if he or she tries to cover every facet of
Swiss philately . "

Even though he collects all areas of Switzerland from
the early to current issues, Bob specializes in the classics,
namely Rayons and Strubels . He says, " I 'm the luckiest
collector in the Swiss domain because the two experts on
these issues are active AHPS members and have been a
tremendous help to me. Herbert Brach, probably the
foremost authority on Strubles, lives nearby in San
Antonio! Through our mutual interest in these elusive
stamps, Herb and I have become good friends which
proves that the hobby goes beyond the mere collecting of
stamps . " Over the years Bob has amassed large numbers
of Strubels because of his interest in varieties and
postmarks and Herb has patiently taught him how to
recognize varieties of paper, printings, cancellations and
rarities which go along with these imperforates.

In his quest to obtain sufficient quantities of Rayons
in order to plate the types, he had accumulated a lot of
these stamps and Bob stated "I became acquainted with
Bob Zeigler through AHPS, and believe me, he has bailed
me out because I never was sharp enough or patient
enough to recognize all of the nuances which differentiate
the 40 types of the Rayon I & II issues, as well as all the
different printing stones . Without Herbert Brach and Bob
Zeigler, I would still be in the dark as far as my Swiss
collecting is concerned, so I am indebted to AHPS for my
introduction to these two gentlemen, as well as many
other fine people who make up our active society ."

It seems to Bob that different stamp collectors look at
the hobby in many different ways . Some like to hold on to
every stamp they collect, others buy, sell, and trade their
stamps, and others collect in a very casual manner and
never give their stamps too much thought . One thing for
sure, no two stamp collectors react to their hobby exactly
the same way.

Bob looks at his collections as a way for more people
to enjoy the hobby. Since no one in his family has the
least bit of interest in stamps, he decided he would donate
some classic collections to the Princeton University
library, while his two sons were attending college there.
The Firestone Library, housed some fine collections so he
thought it was a worthwhile endeavor . Years later, much
to Bob's surprise, he learned from Harold Wineburgh,
who was a Princeton alumnus, and later started the
Wineburgh Philatelic Museum at the University of Texas
in Dallas, that Princeton had disposed of their collections
in a haphazard manner!

Bob never checked this out, but was convinced by
Wineburgh that he should support his museum . Over the
years, he has given this institution a substantial portion
of his Swiss Classic collection, and says that he is very
satisfied with their efforts to display and promote philat-
ely and his collections have been used in a very effective
manner.

Over a course of many years, Bob donated three Swiss
collections to the Smithsonian Institute . At the time, the
Smithsonian was overwhelmed with its inventory of
valuable stamps without adequate facilities to properly
display the fantastic material that had been given to
them. Not until recently, when the National Postal
Museum was opened in Washington D .C ., has the public
been able to view a portion of the fabulous holdings in
their keeping. (At the latest count, they had 16,000,000
pieces, and had virtually quit accepting stamp donations
in recent years .)

Bob explained that the newest addition to the Smith-
sonian group of museums, the National Philatelic Library
located in the old Washington D .C. post office, is a jewel
to behold. Millions of dollars have been spent to renovate
the old landmark located across the street from the
famous Union Station which has also been renovated and
is one of the highlights of the Washington scene today.

The National Postal Museum isn 't a stodgy dark relic
from the past, merely housing a bunch of stamps . It is a
lively endeavor, which portrays how mail has moved in
the United States from the earliest days of postal service
to today. It displays all of the methods ever used to get
mail from the sender to the recipient: stage coaches,
railroad mail cars, airplanes, motor vehicles . . .it's all
there, and thousands of visitors are showing up to enjoy
this museum. There are lively displays and hands-on
exhibits which the American public is enjoying.

Every AHPS member should try to visit this great
museum to enjoy the fine job the Smithsonian has done to
present our postal history . The museum hasn 't overlooked
the stamp collector . Their exhibits of rarities and stamp
printing methods, as well as constantly changing postal
history displays, are worth a trip to Washington.

What does this have to do with AHPS? Well, Bob has
been elected to the Museum's Director's Circle, 25 leading
citizens from throughout the United States who help
formulate the policies and future direction of the National
Postal Museum. Bob is the "philatelic representative" on
the Board, realizing of course, that stamps only represent
a portion of the overall activities of this institution.
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K-Cancel Update
Charles J. LaBlonde

This is a follow up to the last list of K-cancels which
appeared in the March Tell. That list included all K-
numbers for 1993 . This list shows 1994 cancels to date.

Recall that individual postal districts are in charge of
their own K-cancels. The cancels are issued without
numbers and the Swiss Cancel Collector's Society assigns
the numbers later . The PTT has made a mess out of the
K-cancel business.

You may note some date and numbering inversions
near the end of the list . These are caused by the PTT
announcing in the official Amtsblatt post office reorgani-
zations, closings, mergers, postcode changes, etc ., without
noting which of these actions affect K-cancels . This makes
getting last day cancels very difficult.

Figure 1 shows the announcement from the Amtsblatt
for the post offices Les Collons, Berikon and Lüchingen.
Note no mention of K-cancel changes . One must take the
PTT list and search the K-cancel catalog to find out if K-
cancels are involved. Only then are last day cancels
possible (see Figures 2, 3, 4) .

K 1389 6313 Menzingen 03 Jan 1994
K 36b 3920 Zermatt 01 Feb 1994
K 1390 6515 Gudo 29 Jan 1994
K 1391 8598 Bottighofen 01 Feb 1994
K1392 6370 Stans 01 Mar 1994
K 1393 4657 Dulliken 14 Mar 1994
K 1394 5512 Wohlenschwil 14 Mar 1994
K 1395 5524 Niederwil 14 Mar 1994
K1396 8422 Pfungen 14 Nar 1994
K 605a 9658 Wildhaus 15 Mar 1994
K 1397 2202 Chambrelien 21 Mar 1994
K 1398 5432 Neuenhof 11 Apr 1994
K 1399 5506 Mägenwil 11 Apr 1994
K1400 5707 Seengen 11 Apr 1994
K 1401 1717 St . Ursen 02May 1994
K 1402 5445 Eggenwil 28 May 1994
K 1403 2534 Orvin 04 Jun 1994
K 1404 2805 Soyhieres 10 Jun 1994
K 344c 9043 Trogen Kinderdorf 12 Jun 1994
K 1405 1988 Thyon-Les Collons 30 May 1994
K 640a 9450 Lüchingen 30May 1994
K 1295a 8965 Berikon 2 01 Jun 1994
K 1406 1022 Chavannes-pres -Renens 01 Jul 1994
K 1407 8155 Niederhasli 02 Jul 1994

Figure 2 Last day K865a; first day K .1405.
Change due to name change.

Figure 3 Last day K1295 ; first day K1295a.
Change due to adding a sub-station PO.

Figure 4 Last day K640 ; first day K640a . Change due to post code change.
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