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From The President
Here we are in January with about sixteen inches of

snow on the ground and 2° F overnight . What a great time
for thinking stamps, especially since the "new-look"
TELL arrived, indeed quite a change in makeup . Thanks
to the input of our former editor, Mario Wiedenmeier,
Chuck LaBlonde, Cheryl Ganz, Roland Essig (our
printer), and naturally, Steve Weston with the concur-
rence of the Board, we have taken a bold step that, I
believe, is an improvement and easier for everybody
concerned. How do you feel about it?

When I showed the first "new-look" issue to the local
editorial staff of APS, whom I had asked for possible help
in the "interim" period, they too gave their thumbs up.
The APRL Librarian was pleased that we started the
new-look with number 1 of the volume . Now, all we
need are your articles or mini-articles to keep our
editor happy and content!

However, we are not quite out of the "fire" yet,
because Steve made it clear that he wants to be
editor for only one year. Therefore, please, is there
somebody out there in the wild world of stamp collecting
who would be willing to take over then? Steve will train
you and you will have the thanks of all of us as a small
token of appreciation . How about it?

The AHPS Donation Auction is well under way,
as you could see in the latest Tell, and George Struble is
anxiously awaiting your fierce bidding and hopefully sell
everything . There are many nice and interesting items in
the auction . I am sure there is something for everybody's
heart's desire . Here too, let's swamp George with bids,
although he might already have spring fever in the
beautiful Willamette Valley of Oregon!

We also need help and participation at the AHPS
Convention at NAPEX. Harlan Stone, our Convention
Chairman, has already prepared a fine program with
some very interesting twists . (See Harlan's writeup in the
adjoining column .) David Durham, our Regional Director
East, will help him but these two can't do it alone and we
need more people . How about those living in the D.C.
area? Would you please get in touch with Harlan and
volunteer your services? Last year we were in Denver and
had a great turn out . Now we move to the East and hope
we can count again on your participation and attendance.
Fill the 60 frames reserved for AHPS, and have fun with
the show-and-tells . Let's go!

Ernest L. Bergman

AHPS Convention Schedule
The program for the 13th AHPS national convention,

to take place at NAPEX 94 in suburban Washington, D .C.
on June 24-26, includes at this writing (mid-January):

Thursday, June 23.
AHPS society booth setup with handouts.

Friday, June 24.
Volunteer effort at our booth to address and stamp

souvenir cacheted cover to be mailed from the show to all
AHPS members . (The design will be a surprise .)

Evening social gathering at the home of a DC/MD/VA
area member (we're still waiting for a volunteer host) or
an informal group dinner at the show hotel.

Saturday, June 25.
AHPS annual business meeting, 2-3 p .m.
AHPS show-and-tell program, 16 pages / 5 minutes

(serious) and/or 1 page / 3 minutes (humorous), 3-5 p .m.
NAPEX awards banquet, 7:30 p .m.

Sunday, June 26.
NAPEX judges ' critique, 11 a .m.-12 noon.
Joint AHPS-Italy and Colonies Study Circle postal

history seminar with show-and-tells, 16 pages / 15
minutes, 2-4 p .m.

By the time you read this in mid-March, the NAPEX
exhibits committee will have released to others any
unreserved exhibit frames among the 60 it reserved for
AHPS members until March 1 . You can still apply for
space but are unlikely to receive any.

AHPS convention attendees can make room reserva-
tions at the NAPEX show hotel, the Sheraton National in
Arlington, Virginia, by calling 703/521-1900 . Ask for the
special NAPEX room rate.

The AHPS meeting room will be equipped with a
display frame for pages, a slide projector, and an
overhead projector.

AHPS volunteers are needed to help staff the society's
booth during show hours: 10-6 on Friday, 10-6 on
Saturday, 10-4 on Sunday . Both David Durham, our
eastern region director, and I plan to be on hand
Thursday to start implementing this convention schedule.

To plan for the serious and humorous show-and-tells
on Saturday and Sunday, I need to know now who plans
to participate . Please send me a note about your subject.

Our program is designed to enable the maximum
number of members to take an active role . Take advan-
tage of this opportunity . We ' ll all enjoy your part.

Harlan F. Stone

Postmark Pursuit

continued on page 9
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Editor's Comment
Steven S . Weston

In this issue, Chuck LaBlonde
has an interesting article about the
dispatch of Swiss mail during
World War II . Things are quite a bit

different today. According to the June
1993 issue of Revue des PTT, the
magazine for PTT employees, the
PTT had 16,204 vehicles at year-end,
1992 . Of this total, 8,271 vehicles
were for general postal service use
and 653 are postal coaches . Adding
another 1219 vehicles owned by
entrepreneurs, we get 10,143 vehicles
carrying the mail in a country of
15,940 square miles (Massachusetts,

Connecticut, Rhode Island and Long
Island combined) or 1 .6 vehicles per
square mile. Most of these postal
vehicles are bicycles, mopeds, motor-
cycles and remorques, electrically
powered trailers guided by a postman

on foot. Thankfully, 80% of the
vehicles operate on lead-free fuel.

Also in this issue
of the Revue there is
a notice of a book,
Graubünden durch
die Lupe, Kunst und
Kulture auf Post-
wertzeichen, written
by a retired PTT em-
ployee, Joos Gart-
mann. The book has
140 pages and 150

color illustrations about stamps
related to this Canton. The cost is
 sFr. 38 .— from Terra Grischuna

Verlag, Postfach 699, CH-7002 Chur.
Continuing with the Revue, there

is a large article about the Swiss PTT
project 'Poste aux lettres 2000"
which is a plan to be completed in
1997 that will considerably reduce
the costs of processing mail and
realize savings of about 100 million
francs per year. The plan envisions a
new distribution network of three

principal centers (Zürich, Bern, Lau-
sanne), ten regional centers (Genève,
Sion, Bienne, Basel, Aarau, Lucerne,
Winterthur, St . Gallen, Chur, Bellin-
zona) and eleven subcenters (Brig,
Fribourg, Neuchâtel, Thun, Olten,
Baden, Zug, Schaffhausen, Wil,

St. Moritz, Lugano).
The primary objectives of this

reorganization are : concentrate sort-

ing operations and equipment in a
limited number of centers ; reduce the
number of sorting operations to be
performed on each mail item ; replace
manual sorting operations with
automation ; rationalization of mail
transport; improve the delivery speed
for A- and B-post.

To see how this works, consider a
letter mailed in Viège, a substation in
Visp, addressed to Yverdon . Manual

processing in Viège includes separa-
tion of sizes, facing and canceling,
and separation of A- and B-post.
Letter tubs are then sent to the
regional center in Sion where ma-
chine coding, both PLZ and local
courier, is applied to the envelope.
Then the letters are machine sorted
and tubbed using the PLZ. Our letter
is in a tub which is transported to the
principal destination center, in this
case, Lausanne . In Lausanne, the
letters are machine sorted using the
PLZ and the local courier code . Our

letter is sorted to a bundle for courier
#10 in Yverdon and is transported
with the bundles bound for Yverdon.

In addition to normal processing,
there are two exceptions for expedit-
ing A-post letters, journals and
magazines (JA and JAA). A subcenter
may dispatch such items directly to a

principal delivery center via an over-
night courier, bypassing the regional
departure center. Also, a regional
departure center may dispatch
directly to a local delivery center via
a morning courier, bypassing the
regional delivery center.

All these changes will have
extensive repercussions as they are
implemented. The plan will position
the PTT as an efficient service
provider in the market.

There is another article in the

Revue about the Postal Bus exhibition
in the PTT Museum . The network of
postal buses are still an important
part of the Swiss mail dispatch
system. With 674 routes covering
8600 kilometers, the network is 2½
times more dense than the SBB/CFF
rail network . Serving all cantons,
except Genève, the network primarily
provides local and regional transpor-
tation and, secondly, tourist excur-
sions. In 1992, 91 .9 million passen-
gers were carried on routes covering
75.8 million kilometers .

The 1,872 busses serve 1600
localities not served by rail and 7000
stops, of which 1700 are post offices
and 400 are rail stations . The busses
pickup and deliver mail and parcels
at stops along the routes.

My Q&A about WWII air mail
rates in the last issue brought one
response from Ralph Soderberg. He
sent a few pages from Roland Kohl's
series about air rates in Postgeschicte.

The air post surcharges agree
with data I 've collected, but an illus-
trated example raises a question . It

shows a 7 .12.1942 air mail letter to
New York franked with 180c : 40c for
foreign letter under 20g, plus 140c air
mail for 10g.

So, my new question is : When did
the foreign letter rate change? To my
knowledge the foreign letter rate was
30c for 20g since 1 .5 .1939 and did not
change until 1 .3.1948, when it be-
came 40c for 20g.

Switzerland 's football team has
qualified for the finals of the 1994
World Cup being staged in the USA
from June 17 to July 17. After a
break of 28 years, this long-awaited
qualification makes a wonderful
birthday present for the Swiss
Football Association, which is about
to celebrate its centenary in 1995.

Within minutes of Switzerland' s

qualifying win over Latvia, A. Ogi, the
Federal President, announced in
front of TV cameras that a special

stamp would be issued . That stamp,
an attractive 80c value, will be issued
on March 15th with a special first day
cancel design.

National team fan shirts are
available already in California.

My aerogram article prompted
a letter from Fred Pickard, a U .K.

member. In 1987, he presented an
aerogram franked with a single 120c
ATM to the PO clerk for a nice clean
cancel . The clerk gave a polite lecture
about rates, saying that a letter
under cover of an envelope would
have cost only 90c to the U .K.

At the time, aerograms could be
sent anywhere for 120c and the air
letter rate to CEPT countries was
90c. Fred notes that the 1 .2.91 and
1 .2 .93 PTT tariffs do not mention
aerograms (but the 1 .5 .89 tariff does).
What would happen if an aerogram
were presented today?
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1949 Swiss Show
Announcement
Harlan F. Stone

While waiting for BALPEX to close,
I thumbed casually through a dealer's
Swiss section, stopping abruptly
when I came across a complete U .S.
one-cent double postal card with a
Swiss cross boxed in red on the face.
It was a postal card announcement of
an all-Switzerland/Liechtenstein ex-
hibition at the former National
Philatelic Museum in Philadelphia in
1949.

This card turns out to be an
important piece of memorabilia
reflecting a high point in the history
of the Helvetia Society for Collectors
of Switzerland, an AHPS predecessor.
The accompanying text on the card is
an announcement of the show and a
half-day Helvetia Society program on
the opening day. Both events corn
memorated 100 years of the Swiss
federal post and 75 years of the
Universal Postal Union.

The Helvetia program included a
symposium, a motor cavalcade across
the Delaware River to a banquet at a
restaurant in Camden, New Jersey,
and an evening preview of the exhibi-
tion back in Philadelphia. The
unused reply half of the card should
have been mailed back to the mu-
seum to reserve or decline a seat for
the Helvetia program.

This intriguing document cost me
$3, nearly as much as the 1949
banquet charge of $3 .25 "per person
including one cocktail . "

A further surprise awaited me at
home, where I pulled out of my li-
brary the museum's 64-page journal
issue devoted to this special Swiss
show. Listed among the exhibitors is
Ernest L . Bergman of Oregon, our
current AHPS president . He showed
three frames of different issues . A
total of 28 Helvetia members filled
159 frames with 2,544 pages, report-
edly including every Swiss stamp
issued up to that date.

In 1949 Helvetia had strong
connections with the museum . George
W. Caldwell, a prolific researcher and

writer for the old Helvetia Bulletin, is
listed as the museum's president.
Gustave A. von Gross, Helvetia ' s
second president and first editor,
served as its curator. Authors of
articles on Swiss and Liechtenstein
philately in the museum journal ' s
show issue also included Sophie
Buser and Edith M. Fisher (later
Faulstich), both past presidents and
editors ofHelvetia.

When I decided to kill time at the
postcard dealer's booth at BALPEX, a
friend predicted I would be wasting
my time . Indeed!

New Look on the Rails

The Swiss PTT has a new look on the Swiss Rail system as
shown in this photo of a rail car for packages caught between
trips at the postal station in Bern . The new color scheme is
white with the roof and lower trim line painted PTT yellow.
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75 Years of Swiss Airmail Service (1919-1994)
Ernest L. Bergman

This year will mark the 75th Anniversary of Swiss

Airmail . To my knowledge, no special events to observe
this anniversary have been announced.

On April 30, 1919, the first official Swiss airmail

stamp (Z.F2, Sc.C2) was issued. The dark green 50v
Helvetia with Sword on granite paper (Z .113, Sc .139) of

1908 was overprinted with a red propeller and wings . It
was used for mail flown between Zürich (Dübendorf),
Bern, and Lausanne (Blécherette) (Figure 1).

Figure 1 . Very early airmail cover (5 .31 .1919) from Trey,
Canton Vaud to Winterthur, flown from Lausanne to Zürich.

Later that year it was followed
by the 30¢ overprint (Z .F1, Sc.Cl)
for flights from Basel (Lörrach) to
Frankfurt a .M ., Germany. In those
days a genuine flight cover always
had the Swiss airmail cancel (Figure
2), since the stamps on the mailpiece
were normally canceled with the
regular cds of the dispatching loca-
tion .

Today, both stamps
are frequently found with
certificates as being gen-
uine in every respect!
Surprisingly, many have
fake overprints . Some are
very easy to detect when
smooth paper (Z .113y) or Figure 3. The first two Swiss airmail
grilled paper (Z.113z, stamps.

Sc.139a) stamps are fraudulently overprinted.
In 1944, fifty years ago, a commemorative set (Z .F37-

39, Sc .37-39) was printed which included a special sFr.
1 .50 value showing a DC-3 (Z .F40, Sc.C40) . The sole
purpose of this stamp was for airmail aboard the Special
Airmail Flights Zürich—Bern—Lausanne—Geneva and/or
return on September 20, 1944 . According to the Luftpost-
Handbuch, there were twelve different flight combina-
tions (four departure cities, three destinations) possible
(Figure 4) . Remember, this was during WWII and the
Swiss Army was still fully mobilized!

Figure 4 . Cacheted cover, with the special stamp, flown on the
Geneva-Zürich leg of the 9 .20 .1944 Jubilee Flight.

Twenty-five years ago, on April 30, 1969, the 50th
Anniversary of Swiss Airmail was commemorated with
two flights, one Zürich—Lausanne and the other

Lausanne—Zürich . These were designated as Pro Aero

flights, although there was no indication as such on the
specially issued sFr. 2 .— stamp (Z.465, Sc .499) . However,

special envelopes with a Pro Aero imprint were sold for
30¢ by the Swiss Postal Administration for these two

special flights (Figure 5).

Figure 5. 50th Anniversary Flight cover to St .Gallen with special
stamp and cancel, flown on Lausanne-Zürich leg (4 .30 .1969).

On January 8, 1969, there was a
special military airmail flight from
Dübendorf to Payerne to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of the Military Courier
Air Service in Dübendorf—Kirchlin-
dach near Bern. The Häfeli DH-3
biplane was used to initiate this Figure 6.

service on August 1, 1919 . Figure 6 shows the Air Corps
fieldpost-postage free cancel used for the commemorative
flight which was flown with a Mirage III at supersonic
speed. Much has changed since the first flights in

biplanes 75 years ago!

Figure 2. Cancel on
back of cover shown in
Figure 1.

6 TELL March 1994



World War II — One More Time
During the 50-year

commemoration of World War II (WWII) it seems
appropriate to recall the difficulties
of corresponding from Switzerland
during the war . This series of articles
(length to be determined, it will end
when it ends) will reflect my interest
in WWII mail from Switzerland to the
US and Canada only.

Others have already done excep-
tional jobs of treating parts of this
story. Instead of saving the acknowl-
edgments to the end, let us begin
with recognition of those who have
done basic research in this area,
either by writing or exhibiting . My
first exposure to this subject came
from a series of articles in the Helve-
tia Newsletter by L.M.C. Dutton.

Ed Walton has published articles
about WWII mail and exhibited his
outstanding collection of censored
covers from Switzerland to the world.
More recently, Bob Zeigler and Ernie
Bergman have also prepared excel-
lent exhibits on the subject . Bob
writes on the subject and has always
been ready to help with research . We
must also recognize the outstanding
writings of Roland Kohl on the
airmail rates and routes of WWII (the
continuing series in Postgeschichte).
There are surely others that I am
missing, with apologies.

Outside Swiss specialist circles,
there are many publications that
treat WWII mail . The period is very
well documented. A complete bibliog-
raphy would fill many pages.

To date, my attempts at finding a
hotbed of censored mail collectors in
Switzerland have failed. I have not
seen any censored mail exhibits in
Swiss shows or censored mail in
Swiss auctions . Is this because all the
letters are over here?

Recent searches for WWII records
in the PTT Library, initiated by
Michael Rutherfoord, have been very
successful . He found two complete
sets (German and French) of the
Postverbindungen mit dem Ausland —
Land-, See- und Luftweg (Postal
Connections with Foreign Countries
by Land, Sea and Air) . (This work is
called C.p .a .l . by Dutton, which is
simply the French version of the
same documents .) The level of detail
in these publications is exceptional .

Charles J. LaBlonde

GENERALDIREKTION PTT

	

BERN, 4 September 1939

Letter Nr. 420 .6 .1

Subject : Mailing Letters and Packages Abroad

To: District Postal Headquarters
Railroad Post Offices
Letter Forwarding Offices
Post Offices Geneva 2 Transit, Vallorbe 2, Porrentruy 2, Basel 17,

Romanshorn 2, Buchs (St .G.) 1, Chiasso 2

Due to the general uncertainty of sea connections and disturbances in
rail traffic with our neighboring lands, the sending of letters and
packages abroad is hereby halted until further notice . As soon as we can
definitely count on steamship departures to other continents, which we
are trying to arrange on a case by case basis, the shipment of mail will
be resumed . Until that time, mail will be directed as follows:

Collection Point

	

For Mail To:

A. Letter Post
Geneva 1 Arabia, British India and beyond, Ceylon, French Indochina,

Malaya, Dutch Indies, Siam
Algeria, British East Africa, Madagascar, Morocco, Tunisia
Australia

Basel 2 China, Hong Kong, Japan, Iran, Philippines, Belgian Congo,
Portuguese East Africa, South Africa, other lands and areas
of West and South Africa
North, Middle and South America
New Zealand and Pacific Islands

Chiasso 2 Asian Turkey, Cyprus, Middle East Countries, Palestine
Egypt, Italian East Africa, Libya

B. Package Post
Geneva 2 British Indies and beyond, Ceylon, China, Hong Kong, Iraq

(sea), Iran (sea), Japan, Malaya, Siam, Argentina, and
beyond, Brazil, Australia and beyond

Basel 17 United States of America

Chiasso 2 Cyprus, Iraq (land), Iran (land), Middle East Countries,
Palestine, Philippines, Egypt

Mail to other countries outside Europe, for which no safe route can be
currently determined, should be sent to the usual exchange points as
specified in the regulations . (Packages transiting France should go to
Geneva 2) . Other possibilities do not currently exist and senders should
hold their mail if possible.

Our constant focus is to restore postal connections with overseas lands
as soon as possible . The collection points will get instructions from time
to time regarding moving certain mail.

POSTAL CONNECTION SECTION
/s/

Figure 1.
March 1994

	

TELL 7



GENERALDIREKTION PTT

	

BERN, 8 September 1939

Letter Nr . 422.39 .2

Subject: Postal Connections with Overseas

To: District Postal Headquarters
Railroad Post Offices
Letter Forwarding Offices
Post Offices Geneva 2 Transit, Porrentruy 2, Basel 17, Chiasso 2

Based upon a telegram from Rome, the following Italian steamships are
expected to be sailing for North and South America during the next
week:

13 September "Conte di Savoia " Genoa to New York
16 September "Augustus" Genoa to Rio and Buenos Aires.

To meet this schedule, the deadlines for Swiss letters and packages will
be as follows:

a) 11 September 1800, Packages from Basel 17 to the USA

b) 11 September 2130, Letters from Basel 2 for the USA and
beyond (Canada, Middle America, the North and West Coast of
South America, New Zealand and East Asia)

c) 11 September 1720, Letters from Geneva 1 to Australia

d) 14 September 2130, Letters from Basel 2 for South America
(Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, Paraguay, Bolivia and Chile)

e) 15 September 1215, Packages from Chiasso 2 for Brazil, and
Argentina (including Paraguay, Bolivia, and Chile)

Further, with the steamship "Augustus," all of the packages for Brazil,
Argentina and beyond which have been held since 20 August at the
exchange offices Geneva 2, Porrentruy 2 and Chiasso 2 will be
forwarded.

As opposed to our letter Number 420 .6.1 from 4/5 September, packages
to be sent via Italy to South America will be handled by Chiasso 2, not
Geneva 2 .

POSTAL CONNECTION SECTION
/s/

Figure 2.

However, events early in the war
often happened faster than the
publication cycle, making the
bulletins obsolete before distribution to
the post offices.

Rutherfoord made an even more
important discovery: three "home-
made" volumes with plain gray
cardboard covers and brown tape
binding, uncataloged, unnumbered
and unshelved, containing copies of
some actual files of PTT WWII corre-
spondence . During an October visit to
the library, I photocopied large
sections of these fascinating records.
As part of this series, I will share
translations of some of these letters
that provide exceptional insight into
the postal conditions during the war.

One widely referenced event of
1939 was the cessation of all postal
connections outside Switzerland, the
day after start of the war . The text of
the actual letter is shown in Figure 1.

It would be helpful to look at
some mail from early in September
1939, to see any evidence of these
instructions being carried out . I don ' t
have any early September letters in
my collection . How about some help
from the membership, in the form of
photocopies? Registered letters would
be especially valuable as the transit
time could be examined.

As the letter says, the Swiss PTT
was constantly searching for ways to
move the mail . They were in particu-
larly close correspondence with the
Italians, as shown by this letter,
Figure 2, less than a week later.

Here again is a perfect chance to
relate covers to the exact ships
carrying the mail across the ocean.
Does anyone out there have any
correspondence from this period to
share with us?

Note that the letters only deal
with surface mail and packages;
airmail was still in suspension . It
would be nice to know exactly when
airmail began to move again, and
what the route was . As noted earlier,
the official PTT Bulletins were
generally overcome by events . The
real data will come from examination
of actual covers.

Not to dwell on the subject, but
the initial days of the war are very
interesting . Figure 3 shows a letter
about the routing of mail on ships .

All of these ships were scheduled
to carry Swiss letter mail and some
packages.

There is also a memo, sent short-
ly after this letter, showing that mail
for the USA would be henceforth
assembled at Chiasso instead of
Basel. The Basel transit office was
directed to send tags for USA mail-
bags to the Chiasso office.

There is no telling what else we
may find in the PTT files from WWII .

Some letters, especially those to the
Postmaster General of the USA, are
in French, which will take me more
time to interpret . Meanwhile, please
see what covers you can find from
these early days of the war.

Chuck LaBlonde has written
extensively about postal history and
other subjects . He submitted this story
on a Macintosh computer diskette,
which made my job much easier . Ed.
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GENERALDIREKTION PTT

Letter Nr . 422.39 .13

Subject : Postal Connections with Overseas

BERN, 26 September 1939

To: District Postal Headquarters
Railroad Post Offices
Letter Forwarding Offices
Post Offices Geneva 2 Transit, Porrentruy 2, Basel 17, Chiasso 2

1. Based upon a telegram from Dutch postal officials, sailings of the
Holland-America Line from Rotterdam direct to New York no longer
follow the published schedule . Sailings occur when possible, with no
advance warning . From Basel 2 Briefversand and Basel 17 we sent
letters and packages destined for the USA to Rotterdam on 23
September, to await the next sailing . Also, the sailings announced in
our letter 422 .39.12 of 19 September for 27/28 September and 3/4
October will not take place . The next letter and package shipment for
the USA and points beyond will depart Basel on 29 September in the
evening, via Genoa for the 1 October sailing of the steamer "Saturnia . "
[The letter continues with exact bagging instructions .]

The exchange office at Chiasso 2 will also accept mail for Australia
that will be sent on the steamship "Saturnia" on 30 September at 1215.

2. This week, for the first time, we will attempt to send mail via
Chiasso 2 to the British Indies, Burma, Ceylon, Malaya, Siam, French
Indochina and the Dutch Indies . We will use the Simplon Express and
the Taurus Express via Istanbul-Aleppo-Tel Kotehek-Baghdad-Basrah
and from there with a British ship to Bombay . Departure from Chiasso
will be Wednesday at 9 A.M. If this route works, we will use it again
later.

3. Besides those mentioned above, the following Italian ships will sail
in the near future:

Ship
Marco Polo
Neptunia
Egeo
Rex
Rex
Orazio
Conte Verde

To
Egypt & Palestine
South America
Egypt
Naples
North America
Central America
East Asia

On
30.9
30.9
4.10
6.10
7.10
17.10
19 .10

From
Trieste
Naples
Genoa
Genoa
Naples
Genoa
Naples

POSTAL CONNECTION SECTION
/s/

Figure 3.

Postmark Pursuit

continued on page 16
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AHPS Treasurer's Report
For the Year 1993

Balance December 31, 1992 $13,436 .00

INCOME

Advertising 565 .00

Auctions 1,100 .00

Dues - 1994 5,913 .00

Dues - 1993 1,267 .00

Other Dues 38 .00

Sales Circuits 1,050 .00

Members' Donations 200 .00

Tells Sold 50 .00

ROMPEX Cachets Sold 156 .00

Swiss Philatelic Society Grant 388 .00

Verein Profit 222 .00

Interest 315 .00

Miscellaneous 33 .00 $11,297 .00

OTHER INCOME

Subscriptions: Verein & HPS - 94 1,781 .00

Subscriptions: Verein & HPS - 93 270 .00 2,051 .00

TOTAL INCOME $13,348 .00

EXPENSE

Tell Publication & Distribution 12,355.00

Printing, Supplies, Telephone, 754.00
Postage

Public Relations 41 .00

Sales Circuits 56.00

ROMPEX 613.00 $13,819 .00

Verein & HPS Remittances - 93 1,919.00

TOTAL EXPENSE $15,728 .00

Balance December 31, 1993 $11,046 .00

LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND

Balance December 31, 1992 1,729 .00

Interest 76 .00

Balance December 31, 1993 $1,805 .00

Current K Numbers
Since the PTT stopped numbering K cancels,
the following have been issued and numbered
by the SVP:

K 1360 3706 Leissigen 1 March 1993

K 1361 4514 Lommiswil 1 March 1993

K 285b 8193 Eglisau 1 March 1993

K 1362 8455 Rüdlingen 1 April 1993

K 1363 1337 Vallorbe 3 April 1993

K 1364 6513 Monte Carasso 24 April 1993

K1365 1616 Attalens 1 May 1993

K 1366 6410 Rigi ' 1 May 1993

K 1367 4917 Melchnau 5 May 1993

K 1368 3864 Guttannen 10May 1993

K 1369 6540 Castaneda 24May 1993

K 1370 6262 Langnau b.
Reiden

12 June 1993

K 1371 5606 Dintikon 12 June 1993

K1372 8775 Luchsingen-
Hätzingen

21 June 1993

K 685b 3978 Venth6ne 21 June 1993

K 1373 1000 Lausanne 23 June 1993

K1374 6010 Pilatus 2 1 Aug. 1993

K 1375 4447 Känerkinden 28 Aug. 1993

K 1376 1993 Veysonnaz 1 Sept . 1993

K1377 2864 Soulce 3 Sept . 1993

K1378 8508 Homburg 6 Sept . 1993

K 1379 6415 Arth 9 Sept . 1993

K1380 4913 Bannwil 11 Sept . 1993

K 1381 4402 Frankendorf 11 Sept . 1993

K 1382 8963 Kindhausen 20 Sept . 1993

K 30a 6600 Muralto 25 Sept . 1993

K 891a 6000 Luzern 1 1 Oct . 1993

K1383 1236 Cartigny 9 Oct . 1993

K1384 8494 Bauma 16 Oct. 1993

K 1385 6611 Russo 23 Nov. 1993

K 1386 2518 Nods 3 Dec . 1993

K 1387 7325 Schwendi im
Weisstannental

6 Dec . 1993

K 1388 7326 Weisstannen 6 Dec . 1993

K 1389 2905 Courtedoux 10 Dec . 1993

' Applied in Goldau

	

2 Applied in Kriens

This is the final list for 1993 . In the next Tell
we will begin with the 1994 K cancel list . In a
recent BBZ the numbers were different from
this list . Numbers assigned by the SVP have
been recognized by the PTT in a recent
Amtsblatt as the correct numbers.

Repectfully Submitted,

Frank Young, Treasurer
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one of my covers . Eddie and Sophie Buser were from Basel and
had operated a stamp store in New York City . They were very
active in Swiss philately in the United States . Soon I was writing
to Sophie. Then Harlan Stone arranged for me to visit her . She
showed me correspondence that Eddie had kept on servicing
zeppelin mail and told me wonderful stories of their life together.
For me, philately is about people, not just pieces of paper!"

It seems that successful people are busy people and Cheryl's
background will attest to that! Her aero and philatelic interests
include: President, American Air Mail Society (1992-93) ; Editor,
The Zeppelin Collector, (1976-present) ; Literature Judge,
American Philatelic Society (1987-present) ; Literature Exhibition
Chair, Chicagopex (1987-present) ; Awards Coordinator,
American Air Mail Society (1990-91) ; Board Member, Chicago
Philatelic Society (1988-91); Board Member, American
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors (1986-90) ; Editor, The CPS
Bulletin, Chicago Philatelic Society (1983-90) ; Literature Chair,
Ameripex '86 (1986) ; President, Chicago Air Mail Society (1984-
85) ; Board Member, Chicago Air Mail Society (1982-91).

In addition to serving as a president or board member of 11
philatelic societies, she has published 25 articles or comprehen-
sive studies in various philatelic journals . Some of these writings
involved extensive background studies . Cheryl has delivered
speeches and presentations to stamp collecting groups through-
out the U .S. and England.

Her writing and exhibits have brought many honors:
International Federation of Aerophilatelic Societies FISA Gold
Medal for "outstanding contributions to aerophilately" (1993);
Chicagopex, APS Stampshow, and Sescal Literature Vermeil for
Via Airmail (1992-93) ; Canadian Aerophilatelic Society Award
for contributions to aerophilately (1992) . Her exhibit Zeppelins
and the United States has also won many awards.

I hope Cheryl can direct some of her attention and talent to
AHPS and to Tell in the years to come.

Profile of a Swiss Stamp
Collector — Cheryl Ganz
Robert D. Gleichenhaus

Cheryl's husband, Felix Ganz, is fondly
remembered by AHPS members . We miss his
dedication, fellowship, and scholarly love for Swiss
philately . We are lucky that Cheryl is a member,
carrying on that love for Swiss postal history and
air mail.

Cheryl can put her credentials up against any
collector in the country and we proudly tell you
about her accomplishments.

Presently, she is Director of Field Services at
the College of Education, Roosevelt University in
Chicago. Before her career in education, she
successfully owned and operated "Don's Dock," a
restaurant in Des Plaines, Illinois.

When asked how she became interested in
Swiss philately, she responded, "I am not a
traditional Swiss collector and I do not collect
loose stamps . I am a balloon and Zeppelin collector
and the tie to Switzerland is twofold . First, they
had many dispatches on zeppelin flights which
flew frequently over Swiss soil . Second, I married
a Swiss collector, Felix Ganz . Felix offered new
insights and directions for study related to the
Swiss aspect of my collecting . I have visited the
transport museum in Lucerne, the balloon
museum in Mürren and viewed the Pagannini air
mail collection at the postal museum in Bern . I
have made many wonderful friends through Swiss
and aero philately.

"I have three stories that relate to me and my
husband which you may find appropriate.

"On our first date we naturally discussed our
collecting interests . I mentioned that I had a Siege
of Paris balloon letter from 1870 written by
Eugene Seinguerlet, a reporter for the Frankfurter
Zeitung of Germany and Neue Freie Presse of
Vienna. The reverse had the transit marking
BASEL BADISCHER BAHNHOF for the German railway
station on Swiss territory . Felix, a Swiss postmark
fiend, did not have an example . So I invited him to
see it after the opera . It was the beginning of a
wonderful relationship . After we were married we
travelled through the Basel Badischer Bahnhof'
many times when visiting Switzerland.

"Felix's father was a passenger on the Graf
Zeppelin on a short flight over Switzerland on July
7, 1931 . He sent each of his three children and one
nephew a postcard cancelled on board . The three
children cut out the Zeppelin stamp and pasted it
in their stamp albums. The nephew saved the card
intact . He presented it to me as a wedding gift
fifty years later!

"I was researching the flights of the U .S.
Zeppelin Shenandoah and I asked my husband if
he had ever heard of Eddie Buser, the sender of
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Early Postal Rates in the Area of Today's Switzerland
Hansuli Sieber (SBZ 8/93)
Translated by C . LaBlonde

We postal historians, as philate-
lists interested in the postal rates of
the early days, have only recently
gotten serious about understanding
the early rates. We are just at the
beginning . Therefore we should not
get too deep into the details before we
attain a good overview of the situa-
tion. What follows is a start on this

overview . I hope you enjoy our short
excursion into this interesting area.

Today when we send a letter from
Winterthur to Zürich or from
Schaffhausen to Lugano we simply stick a
60 centime stamp on the letter . That
is, we have a unified postal rate
system throughout Switzerland. This
was not always so.

In 1806, for example, we had 13
independent postal systems in

Switzerland. By 1835 we had two
more postal entities . True, at this
time France lost its influence in
Switzerland, losing Geneva, Fribourg
and Solothurn to the Fischer Post.

Every postal administration had
its own rules and rates. All wanted to
become more influential and profit-
able and tried to bring more corre-
spondence under their own control.
They had special interest in transit
mail. Seen from the government
perspective, postal activities were a
potential source of income which
could be used for other activities.

How important the postal activity
in Switzerland was is hard to say, but
we can get an idea by looking at the
rest of Europe. Postal administra-
tions with common borders or com-
mon interests made treaties with
each other. These treaties often
spelled out in great detail how, when
and where correspondence would be
exchanged, how it was to be bundled,
what the price would be, etc.

As postal power shifted, so did
the treaties . The changes in Switzer-
land were constant . You see, a single
Switzerland in the postal sense did
not yet exist . There were numerous
conferences and meetings which led
to larger and more comprehensive
treaties. Fischer and Canton Bern did
not make any moves towards a
universal postal treaty. It remained
for the Germans and the Austrians to
take the first steps towards the
Universal Postal Union.

As already noted, each postal
entity had its own regulations and
postal rates for letters, printed
matter, newspapers, value letters and
packages . Today, we have many of
these documents to study and we
hope to find more . We find them in
archives, libraries, also in handbooks
and dissertations.

Here in Figure 1 we see a partial
rate table from Altdorf (kept in the
Zürich Archives). In 1828, Canton
Aargau published a "General Postal
Regulation . " The 130 articles in this
document laid out the Aargau postal
organization in great detail.

I have copied a page out of this
document and it is shown in Figure 2.
This is the "Rate Progression Table . "
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In this table we see that a 2 ounce
letter (approximately 60 grams) had
no less than 16 stages . A letter of 60
grams cost eight times more than a
letter of 7½ grams. In the early days

postal administrations thought much
about weight.

A simple letter was ½/4 ounce or
7½ grams and could have no inserts
nor could it be in an envelope . (In the
early days a paper sheet was folded
to make a letter, sealed on the back
and addressed on the front.) When
too heavy due to an insert or if an
envelope was used, it would count as
a double letter and the postage would
be 50% higher . Figures 3, 4 and 5
show three letters from Zürich to
Schwyz . Canton Schwyz belonged to
the Zürich Postal District.

As a final remark on the Progres-
sion Table, note that odd numbers of
Kreuzers were rounded up to even
numbers : thus 3, 5, 7 and 9 Kreuzers
became 4, 6, 8 and 10 Kreuzers . The
postage was always rounded up to
the next even number of Kreuzers,
another way to make money .

For a long time these rules were
not clear to me and I got many
headaches trying to interpret them
hour after hour . Finally, last year, I
noticed and read the fine print at the
side of the postage rate table . For me
this was a major philatelic enlighten-

ment. This showed me again that
even though our eyes are open, we
don't always see. Today I see that
there is more information available in
our archives than I first thought.

Besides material available in the
archives there are numerous ongoing

Figure 3 Zürich-Schwyz simple letter under 1/4 ounce, 2 Kreuzer.

	

Figure 4 Mark for a double letter 1/4 to We ounce, 4 Kreuzer.

Figure 5 Letter containing a sample, 4 Kreuzer . Figure 6
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studies in postal history . Researchers
before us have also done some out-
standing work which is available.

In my experience, the libraries
and archives are anxious to help.
Here's a tip if you visit an archive:
Ask for the treaty books. The postal
treaties will be recorded in them.

In the Zürich Staatsarchive you
will find under heading L/LL 30 five
thick treaty books which include not
only postal treaties with other coun-
tries but also agreements with foot
messengers, shipping companies,
merchant shippers, etc . I also found
treaties in the books that were only of
passing interest to Zürich. In the PTT
Library (Bern) you will find a treaty
book for Canton Bern.

Now some practical rate exam-

ples: Lausanne—Aarau unfranked

(Figure 6):
4 Kreuzer, Lausanne-Payerne for

Canton Vaud; plus,
2 Kreuzer, Payerne-Murgenthal for

Canton Bern ; equals,
6 Kreuzer; plus,
2 Kreuzer, Murgenthal-Aarau for

Canton Aarau ; equals,
8 Kreuzer for the recipient to pay.

The ratio of franked letters to
unfranked letters is about 1 :20 . Why?
I may be doing the postal administra-
tions an injustice when I note that
there is more incentive to deliver a
letter with no postage paid until

delivery. The cash is in the hands of
the recipient.

A further reason could be that the
total postage for a letter could not be
exactly calculated in advance . Often
we find that the recipient had to pay
something on "prepaid" letters . The
inspector of a postal administration
might find an enclosure in a letter
and be able to charge double postage
for it . Also scales were not always the
same as the letter transited from one
postal entity to another. As little as
1/10 gram could push a letter into the
next weight stage . Also there could be
differences in postage due to varied
routings.

In any case, unfranked or what
we call Porto-Briefe are in the
majority . Here, for the same route
Lausanne-Aarau, is a franked or
Franko-Brief.

Until now we have dealt only
with Kreuzer. This currency was most
widespread in Switzerland and the
most important at that time . But,
there were many other local coinages
such as: Sols in Geneva, Angster in
Canton Schwyz, Schilling in Unter-
walden, Soldi in Tessin, Rappen in
Zürich, Blutzger in Bünderland, etc.
Today we will not deal with these
other currencies, but we must be
aware of their existence since letters
in transit were often taxed in the

local	 Figure 7 The sender paid 10 Kreuzer . 1
Batzen = 4 Kreuzer for Canton Vaud (Lau-
sanne-Payerne). 2 Kreuzer for Bern (Payerne-
Murgenthal) . 4 Kreuzer for Aargau. 1/= Sign
for Batzen. The amount paid (10) is shown on
the reverse of the letter.

On October 1, 1849 the first
unified Swiss postal rates went into
effect, eliminating at least 15 sepa-
rate postal rate structures . Generally,
the Swiss rates were lower than the
replaced rates . In the Zürich Archives
one finds a table of the 29 most
important postal locations in Switzer-
land with the old and new postage
rates between them. It is interesting
that the new rates are in Rappen, but
until the currency reform at the end
of 1851 letters were still taxed in Kreuzer.

i	local currency

Figure 8 Registered letter from St .Gallen to
Lengnau bei Zurzach . Calculation of the
postage : Simple letter to the 3rd zone 15
Rappen. Registration multiplies this by 2 =
30 Rappen = 12 Kreuzer which was paid by
the sender . Postage amount and paid mark
on the reverse.
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A-I, A-II and B Rates
for Mail Abroad
Klaus Fuchs (SBZ 11/93)
Translated by C . LaBlonde

Because of repeated false infor-
mation about the introduction of the
A-I, A-II and B postal rates for mail
abroad, I offer the following clarifica-
tions . After the founding of the
Universal Postal Union (1875) the
following rates were introduced on
April 1, 1877:

Rate A -1 (Within the UPU) was
25 centimes. This rate applied to
European countries, Asiatic Russia
and Turkey, Algeria, Egypt, Spanish
holdings on the north and west coasts
of Africa, Madeira, the Azores and
the USA.

Rate A-II (Within the UPU)
was 50 centimes . This rate applied to
French, Dutch, British, Spanish and Mixed franking on Tübli letter from Herisau via New York and San Francisco to Mexico with

Portuguese colonies, Persia, Japan,
Brazil and, from September 1, 1877,
Greenland, Argentina and the Danish
Antilles.

Rate B (Outside the UPU) was
25 to 195 centimes, determined by a
table. This applied to countries that
were not members of the UPU.

These rates changed again on
April 1, 1879 as follows:

Rate A-II was lowered to 40
centimes due to the availability of
cheaper sea transportation . It applied
to many new countries that joined the
UPU after 1877.

Rate B (Outside UPU) was 50
to 135 centimes, according to a table.

The A and B rates were valid to
August 31, 1884. The A-II rate of 40 Letter to Manila, via Turin, Brindisi, Singapore . 50c postage for Rate A-II from April 1,1877
centimes was valid from April 1,
1879, not 1881 as is often written .

to March 31, 1879.

40c A-II rate.

A-II rate (within the UPU) of 50c to India after April 1, 1877 . A 40 centime letter to India . Rate A-II changed on April 1, 1879.
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