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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Here we have already the September issue of "Tell", Fall is
approaching fast and with it a new spurt of stamp activities . While
some don't do much with stamps during the summer, many of us
travel and pick up here and there some "needed" and sometimes also
unwanted items which were too tempting to let go by . The exhibition
season starts anew and I hope all of you are invigorated to participate
in coming stamp events. Let's not forget that stamp collecting is fun!
In this same vein, I am very pleased to tell you that the Board of
Directors has unanimously elected our long-time treasurer, Frank
Young, as the 11th HONORARY LIFE MEMBER of Helvetia.
Heartiest congratulations for this well deserved honor, Frank . More
about this award elsewhere in this issue.
As stated in my July column, we have to make ADJUSTMENTS in
our "household" if we want to proceed in an orderly fashion and not
go broke. Hence, the Budget Committee (Dick Hall, Frank Young &
Chuck LaBlonde), in reviewing our financial situation and in
consideration of the action taken at the annual meeting in Denver,
reluctantly recommended that the annual membership fee will be
raised by $ 5. While it is painful for a new president to accept this
increase in membership fees, it is felt that there is no other choice.
However, we shall include a questionnaire in your annual billing
(October) and ask you to let us know how we can or should proceed
in belt-tightening. While this is the first dues increase in some years,
nevertheless, we believe we can make some adjustments . Presently,
our Tell is a first class, superb publication under the editorship of our
former president, Mario Wiedenmeier ; however in light of the cost
involved, we are not sure if we can continue in this style? Please give
your thoughts on this subject.
George Struble, our Auction Manager, is ready to proceed with the
recommended SOCIETY BENEFIT AUCTION sale and details are
described later on . It will take some time to get things arranged,
hence the auction has to take place early next year . I hope all of you
will participate and cooperate in this essential other income source for
Helvetia - thanks George for your work and all of you for your fine
support.
So far I have no VOLUNTEER to accept the position of
CONVENTION CHAIRMAN for 1994 (my date 1995 was in error
since we will be in State College) when we meet with NAPEX in
Arlington . As a matter of fact, the people of NAPEX are ready to
work with us whenever we are ready! Who will help us out?
The new Sfr. 5 stamp shows cheese-making ; what a reminder of
carrying milk daily on my back to the creamery long long ago - ELB

TELL, VoI. XIX . Number 5, September 1993

	

Page 163



General Membership Meeting
American Helvetia Philatelic Society

May 15, 1993

The meeting of the general membership of the American Helvetia Philatelic
Society was held in conjunction with the ROMPEX stamp show in Denver,
Colorado, on May 15, 1992 . Some 20 to 30 members were present including the
following Officers : Ernest Bergman, President ; Steve Turchik, Vice-President;
Richard Hall, Secretary ; Frank Young, Treasurer; Richard Barton, Regional
Director West ; Emil Tobler, Circuit Sales Manager ; Harlan Stone, Publicity and
Awards Chairman ; Richard Blaney, Slide Chairman ; and Charles LaBlonde, APS
Representative . The meeting was conducted by the President.

After much discussion on the subject of the financial situation of the Society,
particularly related to the requests of the Editor for equipment rental for his work,
a motion was made by Dick Barton and seconded by Dick Blaney to authorize the
Board to raise the dues by up to $5 depending on the recommendations of the
Budget Committee . The motion passed unanimously.

To further assist in the financial plight of the Society, it was moved (Milt
Greenberg) and seconded (Donald Johnson) to direct the Auction Manager to hold
a Donation Auction sometime before the end of the calendar year . The motion
passed unanimously.

Following a discussion on the rules related to repeated winning of the AHPS Grand
Award, it was moved (Bob Zeigler) and seconded (Ed Walton) to change the rules
so that the same exhibit cannot be considered for the AHPS Grand Award for a
period of 5 years or 2 AHPS Conventions . Such an exhibit could be considered after
a period of 5 years or at the 3rd AHPS Convention, whichever comes first . The
motion passed unanimously.

Finally, the schedule of the next several AHPS Conventions was voted upon . Bob
Gleichenhaus moved and Dick Blaney seconded a motion to hold the AHPS
Conventions in conjunction with the following stamp shows : NAPEX (Washing-
ton, DC) in June 1994 APS/SCOPEX (State College, PA) in March 1995 ARIPEX
(Arizona) in January 1996 Pacific '97 (San Francisco, CA) in 1997

Respectfully submitted,

Richard T . Hall
Secretary
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CHARLES J . LABLONDE
The K Cancel Situation

The ever-popular K (for Kurort) cancel announce in Tell the list of new K and
is back in the news, for several reasons . Group 3 numbers . See the end of this
The purpose of this note is to provide article for the first list.
Tell readers a summary of those reasons.

NUMBERING -
The Swiss PTT announced in January
1993 that, as a "decentralization "
measure, future K cancels would be handled
by the 11 postal district headquarters.
This policy was announced to Fritz
Burgher, President of the Swiss Cancel Collec-
tor's Society (SVP) in a letter dated
25 .1 .93 . On 30 January 1993 the Swiss
newspapers carried a story about how
the PTT could save 350 million francs by
"reorganization . " (This story has some
interesting insight into how mail will be
sorted and routed in the future, but that
is another story .)

The very popular Group 3 machine can-
cels were also included in the above
policy . To quote the PTT Amtsblatt,
Section 4/126 : "To simplify the con-
duct of business in the authorization
and preparation of city publicity can-
cels and slogans, they will henceforth
be handled by the district postal head-
quarters . At the same time we will
discontinue the numbering of the K and
Group 3 cancels ."

The SVP immediately stepped into the
void and announced that they will hence-
forth number the cancels and they have
been doing so ever since . The last K
number assigned by the PTT is K 1359,
Humlikon . As a no-cost service to the
members of the AHPS, and in coopera-
tion with the SW, we will periodically

CATALOG
After three
years of prep-
aration, a new
K cancel cat-
alog is avail-
able. For ease
of use, it is in A5 bound format, versus
the old A4 loose leaf style . This volume
is very much the work of G . Balimann
and totally reflects his ties to the

computer."Handbuch der Werbedatumstem-
pel Schweiz/Liechtenstein 1993 . (K-
Stempel) G. Balimann."

Considering the volume of information
contained in the book, it is an exception-
al bargain at only $20, postpaid from
Switzerland . (Note the AHPS provides
this service to its members at no cost. ..
we make nothing on the catalogs) . The
catalog contains many very nice extras,
such as the complete listing of the PTT
Museum cancels, with an excellent
explanation on how to tell them apart . It
also contains a new section on "almost K
cancels" which is very interesting.

A review of the catalog reveals only
several small annoyances, which are typ-
ical of computer users:
• The B/L terminology is never explained.
• The J (for all-year cancels) is repeated
ad nauseam.
• The brackets, to allow use of the catalog
as an inventory and checklist, should be
repeated and are not.
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• Column layout is hopelessly confusing
(for example, see Page D 3 of the new
handbook).
Of special interest to members is the new
policy for determining the value of K
cancels . Prices in the catalog are for
covers with the K cancel on the stamp
and a second cancel next to the stamp.
PTT Leaflets with two cancels are val-
ued at 80% of the above price . Covers
with a K cancel on the stamp only are
valued at 50% of the above price . Cut-
outs are valued at no more than 20% of
the above price . In the case of exception-
al franking, the value of the stamps can
be added to the above price . (Note : I
strongly disagree with this policy, but it
is not my catalog. The pricing policy
encourages FDC collecting and penaliz-
es collection of real commercial covers .)

The latest cancel listed in the catalog is
K 1361 Lommiswil, dated 1 March 1993.
K Cancel "Forerunners" -

In the SVP Bulletin 4/1993 Walter
Rigassi reports on some 70 K cancels he
found with dates well before the nominal
first day of issue . For example, he found
a K 190 dated 78 days before the first
day! Not only are the cancels early, but
the designs are sometimes different than
the issued cancel.

He found the cancels on covers bearing
a single stamp and a single cancel . An
inquiry to the PTT produced the follow-
ing explanation. While the K cancels
were in production, the PTT tested them
on a real cover with a real stamp, to see
how they looked . The cancel either
"passed" or it was modified before issue.
The test covers eventually "leaked" into
a dealer's stock. Happy hunting!

Current K Numbers -
Since the PTT stopped numbering
K-cancels, the following have been is-
sued and numbered by the SVP:

K 1360 3706 Leissigen 1 March 1993
K 1361 4514 Lommiswil 1 March 1993
K 285b 8193 Eglisau 1 March 1993
K 1362 8455 Rüdlingen 1 April 1993
K 1363 1337 Vallorbe 3 April 1993
K 1364 6513 Monte Carasso 24 April 1993
K 1365 1616 Attalens 1 May 1993
K 1366 6410 Rigi 1 May 1993
K 1367 4917 Melchnau 5 May 1993
K 1368 3864 Guttannen 10 May 1993

6540 Castaneda 24 May 1993
6262 Langnau b. Reiden 12 June 1993
5606 Dintikon 12 June 1993
8775 Luchsingen-Hätzingen 21 June 1993
3978 Venthône 21 June 1993

(A list of new Group 3 machine cancels will appear later .)
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Benjamin T. Wright
"Some Thoughts About Switzerland"

I have wondered for a long time how to
write an article for Tell that would be of
interest to the membership of the AHPS,
for I am only an `ordinary' collector of
Switzerland . No specialties are involved
in my collecting efforts, although each
Issue of Tell is read from Cover to cover,
in an effort to attain greater knowledge
of what is clearly one of the great coun-
tries in philately!

However, two prior articles in Tell (Sep-
tember/October 1984 and February 1987)
have already revealed my `Swiss con-
nection', which prompted me to become
a collector of Switzerland and eventually
to join the AHPS.

For thirty years, I have served as a Ref-
eree and Judge for the International Skat-
ing Union (ISU), the last twenty (1973-
93) as a member and chairman of its
Figure Skating Technical Committee,
the body charged with responsibility for
the officials of the sport of figure skating
worldwide. This activity has involved
thousands of miles or travel annually
and service as a Referee at no less than
five Olympic Winter Games and over
forty ISU (World and European) Cham-
pionships.

The `Swiss connection'? Very simple:
The ISU, the oldest international feder-
ation of a winter sport and the second
oldest of all (only rowing is older by a
month), which was 100 years old in
1992, has been headquartered perma-
nently in Davos Platz, Graubünden, since
1947 and is in fact a Swiss non-profit
corporation .

As a consequence of the foregoing affil-
iation, vast quantities of mail from Swit-
zerland have been received and many
trips to Davos have been made . The
resulting contact with and interest in
Swiss philately was inevitable . On each
trip, we have always tried to visit other
parts of the country, which despite its
relatively small size, is virtually inex-
haustible in its resources for the

interested traveler. A Swiss relative in Lugano
has been a further reason to visit.

On the occasion of the 100th Anniversa-
ry of the ISU in 1992, for which I served
as the historian, efforts were made to
obtain the issuance of a commemorative
stamp, although it was recognized that
the slightly older rowing federation
(FISA), which is also headquartered in
the country (at Oberhofen, Bern) would
have the priority, since it too was observ-
ing its 100th Anniversary in 1992 . De-
spite the intercession of H .E. Juan Anto-
nio Samaranch, President of the
International Olympic Committee (IOC),
headquartered in Lausanne, and himself
an active collector, no stamp nor even a
special cancel was obtained for either
celebration.

So far as is known, only one stamp was
issued which recognized the two anni-
versaries, by The Netherlands, which is
one of the `super-powers' in speed skat-
ing, as well in rowing.

It was understood informally from the
Swiss Government that skating had al-
ready received sufficient recognition, with
a stamp for figure skating in 1966 (Z

TELL, VoI. XIX. Number 5, September 1993

	

Page 167



(Z #438) and one for speed skating in
1977 (Z #581), so no anniversary issue
was authorized.

It was disappointing, of course, not to
receive philatelic recognition from the
home country of the ISU, but perhaps by
the next anniversary, it will be more
lucky!

Another interesting aspect of the mails
between Switzerland and the United
States coming out of my Swiss connec-
tion, has been the gradual lengthening
of the time interval between mailing and
receipt. Despite the fact that Boston,
where I live, has a daily non-stop flight
to Zurich on Swissair, the average travel
time for first class airmail between
Davos and Boston now is between seven to
ten days, while as recently as ten years

ago, mail was sometimes received in
only three days and usually in five . Rec-
ognizing the efficiency of the Swiss PTT,
I am afraid that the slow down is more on
the US side! So, of course, today, the
ubiquitous "fax" has become the pre-
ferred means of communication and an
alternate to mail, with no interesting
stamps or cancellations to look for!

The involvement in Swiss philately and
in things Swiss is part of a `synthesis ' of
interest resulting from a rather direct
contact with the country over many years.
Such interest has greatly enhanced the
relationship, despite the language

barrier! Simply put, when one has an active
involvement with another country, it
behooves one to learn as much about it as
possible, and of this process, philately is
an important part.

Roland F. Kohl

The O.A.T Mark... A New Collection Area
Translated by Charles J . LaBlonde, from Postal History 14/54 April 1993 . POSTGESCHICHTE-

VERLAG Postfach 174 CH-8024 Zürich Switzerland . (overseas subscription sFr. 40 .-)

Air mail letters from the Second World
War are very popular since they often
followed very indirect routes to avoid the
actual war zones. This is especially true
of letters from Switzerland to overseas
destinations. The letters often bear evi-
dence of censorship and tests for hidden
writing, making them especially inter-
esting for postal history collectors.

The postal administrations of neutral
countries tried their best to find ways of
keeping the mail moving to its intended
destination . Air, land and sea routes
were used to do this . Air mail letters,
which in reality could actually travel
only part way by air (often at a reduced

postal rate), would be marked with "Par
avion jusqu'a. . . ("By air mail only to . . .)
On the other hand, mail which arrived at
a transit point and was to be forwarded
by airmail would get the mark "O .A.T ."
But only the top letter in the bundle of
mail would get this marking! This ex-
plains the relative rarity of the O .A.T.
marking.

At the time collectors first discovered
letters bearing the O .A.T. marking its
exact meaning was not clear. Questions
to the Universal Postal Union (UPU)
proved fruitless . In the archives of the
British Post Office the mystery was
solved . . . the letters mean "Onward Air
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Transmission." Since this marking, usu-
ally in red, appears in many forms, it
makes an interesting research area.

The most recent comprehensive publi-
cation of information about O .A.T.
marks appeared in the monthly "Airpost
Journal" (published by the American
Airmail Society) in December 1991 and
January 1992 . It was written by a Cana-
dian, Murray Heifitz. In his research, he
also discovered the marking "A .V.2 ."
This is related to a UPU form "Avion 2"
which was applied by the post office of
origin to the top letter of a bundle (and
still is today) . The form contains the
routing of the bundle, the weight and
the number of letters in the bundle . It
serves the later calculation of the divi-
sion of the postage between UPU coun-
tries.

The marking A .V.2 then serves the same
purpose as O .A.T. It was used, accord-
ing to Heifitz, in Singapore, Hong Kong,
Bangkok, Amman, Cairo, Tripoli and
San Francisco from 1940 to 1957 and
even later (1966) in Prague . The O .A.T.
marking was used, also according to
Heifitz, in London, Prestwick, Tangiers,
Hong Kong and Amman from 1940 to
1945 . Further research will certainly
bring additional facts to light.

Heifitz lists 19 types of O .A.T. marks
and 22 types of the A.V.2, based upon
around 500 letter . The A .V.2 seems the
rarer of the two . Heifitz estimates that
around 1000 to 1500 examples of A . V .2
are known to be in collectors hands . the
number could be somewhat higher, based
upon collector and dealer holdings . From
the Airpost Journal, we show some

TELL, VoI. XIX . Number 5, September 1993 Page 169



For Swiss collectors, covers from Swit-
zerland are naturally most interesting,
and are illustrated next:

1 . Letters from Switzerland with red
O.A.T. markings via London (air
mail postage shown in brackets for
each letter):

Figure 1 - Letter from Zürich to
Stockholm, April 1945 ; O.A.T. in
oval.

Figure 2 - Letter from Basel to
Nigeria, December 1945. O .A .T. in
rectangle (50 Rappen for each 5
grams) . Arrival January 1946.

Figure 5 - Letter from Southern
Rhodesia to Luzern, November 1945.
O.A.T. in rectangle.
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Figure 3 - Registered letter from
Glarus to Brazil, June 1946. O.A .T.
(black.) in rectangle (100 Rappen
for each 5 grams) . Transit Natal 12
June 1946, arrival Pernambuco 17
June 1946).

2 . Letters to Switzerland with
O.A.T. markings (red unless noted
otherwise) via London:

Figure 4 - Registered letter from
Canada to St. Gallen, August 1940
O .A.T in oval (blue!) . Transit
Montreal 3 August and 8 August
1940, Madrid 17 August 1940.
Arrival St. Gallen 22 . VIII. 40.
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3. Letters to Switzerland with A.V.2
marking:

From the covers seen to date one can
infer that O.A.T. in an oval was used
to the end of 1945 . The O.A.T. in a
rectangle appears in 1946 . An excep-
tion is Tangiers where the rectangular
and oval markings were both in use
during 1945.

Letters from Switzerland with A .V.2
Figure 6 - Letter from Siam to Vevey,

	

are to date unknown. The example
March 1950. A. V.2 from Bangkok (black) . shown is to Switzerland.

Urs Hermann
ZUMSTEIN SPECIALIZED CATALOG 1992:

NOTHING NEW REGARDING STRUBELS? (III)
CRITERIA USED FOR QUALITY DETERMINATION, PARTICULARLY

THE QUALITY OF THE CUT
Translated by Herbert Brach, from POSTGESCHICHTE 13/50 April 1992. POSTGESCHICHTE-

VERLAG Postfach 174 CH-8024 Zürich Switzerland . (overseas subscription sFr. 40 .-)

The collector of Strubels and especially
the novice in this most interesting chap-
ter of the Swiss classic stamps is always
faced by two problems: How is a Strubel
to be classified and what is its corre-
sponding value? If even connoisseurs
have troubles with the answer to these
questions, then the average collector,
because of his limited information and
experience, is simply overmatched.

It should thus come as no surprise if he
leaves this field to the specialist and
begins his Switzerland collection with
the perforated issues! It is the prime task
of Strubel experts, catalogue publishers
and dealers to remedy this situation in
order to open this field of philately to a
wider public . This does not mean that

the Strubel period has to be simplified as
far as possible and thus presented super-
ficially and incorrectly. Our philatelists
lack neither patience nor intelligence,
the only thing that is missing is a clear
and comprehensive information basis.

Surely the new Specialized Catalogue
constitutes a first-class instrument for
this required information policy . That
the 1992 edition is a substantial
improvement in this respect has been

pointed out by me in the last couple of issues
of "Postgeschichte"(1)

My last two contributions were dedicat-
ed to the problems of Strubel classifica-
tion; in the present issue I will deal with
quality and price determination.
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How Much is a Strubel Worth?
It will be of little help to the interested
collector if I point out that the price of
each stamp is the result of a mercantile
transaction and in a free economy will be
determined by supply and demand . (2) It
is much more important to know what
decisions determine supply and demand.
There are two problem areas to be sepa-
rated : The establishment of general cat-
alogue prices and the concrete price
determination of a particular case. The
catalogue prices are established on the
basis of years of experience and corre-
spond approximately to the actual mar-
ket development . In the case of classic
stamps such prices correspond to cus-
tomary average quality . The price de-
termination in a particular case, on
the other hand, is regulated by the intrin-
sic quality of the stamp in question.

I do not intend to question the correct-
ness of catalogue prices for the individ-
ual Strubel issues (3) , but want to present
the most important criteria for the
concrete establishment of quality and
price. The catalogue Price is thus re-
duced to a reference price from which
the actual worth of a stamp can deviate
quite substantially depending on its in-
dividual quality profile . It is exactly
these, at times, violently higher or lower
price appreciations which are often en-
countered in connection with Strubels
which leave the average collector with a
great deal of incertitude. It will be the
aim of this contribution to provide at
least some remedy to improve this situ-
ation.

Quality of the Cut: Key Element in
Quality Determination!
The quality of a Strubel depends on
factors such as the intactness of the

paper, the sharpness of the printing, the
depth of the embossing, the cut of the
stamp, the color freshness of both stamp
image and silk thread, as well as the
cleanliness, rarity and attractiveness of
the cancellation. Most of these criteria
are well known to the collector on the
basis of his experience with more mod-
em stamps . New problems arise only
from the appreciation of the quality of
the cut and from the rarity of a cancella-
tion . While there is very good special-
ized literature available for the clarifi-
cation of the subject of cancellations, we
have to content ourselves with a few
catalogue statements regarding the qual-
ity of the cut . But even after an in-depth
study of existing catalogues and Strubel
monographs, this problem remains with-
out a solution . Thus, learning comes,
perforce, with experience, but who can
afford that?

A Look Back
The publisher of the new Zumstein Spe-
cialized Catalogue recognized the
importance of judging the quality of the cut
and provides, precisely for the Strubel
stamps, some interesting solutions for
their differentiation . Before I speak about
these catalogue innovations, however, I
would like to cite some "older " state-
ments by way of introduction to the
subject of Strubel margin evaluation.

In the 1982 Zumstein Specialized Cat-
alogue allusion is made to the differenc-
es in distance between stamps and to the
irregularity of the mounting of indi-
vidual cliches under the heading of
"Quality of Imperforate Stamps" in the
general introduction and also in the sec-
tion devoted to Strubels.4) In spite of
this, a uniform appreciation of the cut
and a division into four quality grades is
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made for all issues:
- Average Quality, to which the cata-

logue prices apply ; this includes
"stamps the frame lines of which are
touched in one or several places" (5)

- Cheaper Qualities:
Four grades are recognized, begin-
ning with stamps with partially miss-
ing frame line in one place, all the
way to missing frame lines all around .(6)

- Higher Quality:
This includes stamps, none of the
frame lines of which are touched by
a cut.

- Considerably Higher Quality:
This applies to stamps with white
margins all around.

In the 1992 Zumstein Switzerland-
Liechtenstein Catalogue the cut quali-
ty indications are almost identical . The
following two deviations are, in my
opinion, worth mentioning:
- The average quality now includes

only specimens the frame lines of
which are touched in one place.(')

- There is no explanation to differentiate
cheaper qualities.

The Müller-Helvetia-Catalogue 1991
prices refer to average quality stamps
"meaning undamaged stamps with col-
ored frame linespresent".8

The indications in the Michel Switzer-
land-Liechtenstein Specialized Cata-
logue, 1991 are cited for comparison:
The prices shown are understood to refer
to "customary average quality stamps
the frame lines of which, due to the
restricted distance between stamps, are
touched in one or more places, or with

one frame line almost completely
missing.Stamps with untouched frame lines
or even with four white narrow margins
are to be valued considerably higher " . (9)
The relevant statements in the Hunzik-
er "Strubel" book cannot fail to be
included here .°° Hans Hunziker rec-
ognized the importance of the problem
fully and gave maximum consideration
to the judgment of the cut quality, both in
text and illustration. He makes a dis-
tinction into three quality grades : Luxu-
ry specimen, first-class stamp and cata-
logue quality .(") These quality grades
are not based on the quality of the cut
alone, but other criteria, especially the
cancellation, are considered. He very
correctly takes into consideration the
fact that cut quality demands for the
three quality grades cannot be identical
for all Strubel issues . He sets different
standards for his classification depend-
ing on the size and uniformity of the
distance between stamps for each issue
and denomination . I would like to make
a resumé of his most important com-
ments by using keywords:

- The Concept "Full-Margined": He
considers stamps "full-margined" if
the frame lines are completely

untouched (even tangentially) so that
they exhibit white margins outside the
frame lines on all foursides".(12

- Quality Grades : Between afirst-class
stamp and a luxury specimen the ba-
sic difference is that the luxury speci-
men requires no concessions of any
kind. A luxury specimen must not
only exhibit the usual marks of quali-
ty, it must have special attributes be-
yond that, be it a wide sheet margin, or
be it a sheet corner ; its special charm
can be an unusually intensive color
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shade or consist of a rare or colored
cancellation" .('')

- Illustrations : Hans Hunziker knows
that words are insufficient to describe
imagery concepts and draws the only
correct conclusion : In no less than 13
rows of illustrations of five stamps each
( two stamps in luxury quality, two in
first-class quality and one in catalogue
quality) he demonstrates his concepts ."
Naturally, only the cut and the cancella-
tion are manifest ; he presupposes that all
other quality criteria have been met.

News from the House of Zumstein!
There must surely have been great ex-
pectations to find out what effect the

ideas of the "Strubel" book had on the
revisions in the Zumstein Specialized
Catalogue 1992. I will attempt to de-
scribe the changes (from the previous
edition), also by means of keywords:

- Conceptual Re-Writes:
In order to correspond to the catalog-
priced average quality, frame lines
can now be touched only in one place.
Under the heading of cheaper

qualities,three grades are stilldifferentiated.(1
5)

- Pictorial Representation:
The Specialized Catalogue follows the
example of the "Strubel" book and pre-
sents a Table of Different Quality

Pictorial series for quality determination for Munich - print according to Strubel-
Handbook, page 38 (with kind permission by Zumstein Publications.)
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Table of different Quality - steps according Zumstein Special catalogue 1992,
page 48 (with kind permission by Zumstein Publications .)

Grades : For each quality grade and for
each stamp printing, a cancelled10Rp
value is illustrated.

- Four Quality Grades:
Whereas all other imperforate stamps
were arranged into three quality
groups, four different qualities are
shown for the Strubeli and valued in
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percentages of catalogue Prices In
excess of catalogue quality (100% ++)
Catalogue Quality (100%)
Second Quality (50-75%)

third Quality (35-50%)

Four Categories of Cut Quality:
The eight Strubel issues are divided
into four groups with regard to de-
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mands on the quality of the cut:
First Group : Munich printings (Aa + A)
Second Group : Bern printings with

"wide" cliche setting (all B-, E and
F- stamps, 22C, 23Ca - Cc, 26C,
27C and 22Da)

Third Group : Bern printings with "nar-
row" cliche distance (23Cd - Cf, all
D- except 22Da)

Fourth Group: Bern printings with "in-
termediate" distance between cli-
ches (all G - stamps)

The Great Uncertainty
The question now arises how these inno-
vations of the 1992 Specialized are to be
judged. As is usual with such pilot
projects, a critical examination results
in both positive and negative answers . It
is a reason for rejoicing that an attempt
was even made to examine the quality of
the cut of Strubel stamps in detail and to
present this in graphic form. There is no
question that not all Strubel stamps can
be held up to the same standard when it
comes to margin requirements and the
classification into different groups of
width of cut to be expected, is thus well
taken . It is also correct that among the
categories of cut, the stamps that are
below catalogue quality were taken into
account (in contrast to the "Strubel"
book) . The extraordinarily good quality
of the illustrations must be especially

mentioned.(16)

That the entire "exercise" has not been
brought to complete fruition will be
shown by the following considerations:

1 . Concepts:
Expressions are used that are never
unequivocally defined . What should the
collector understand by the expression
"touched" ? According to a logical in-

terpretation of the text of the Catalogue,
the colored frame line can have the
beginnings of a cut without being cut
off.(") The illustrations of the 100%-
quality (equal to catalog quality) howev-
er, show stamps with white margins
throughout.

Catalog quality permits the touching "in
one place" . How long, in concrete terms,
is this touching area allowed to be? The
catalog quality thus defined is equated
to the "average quality" . Every Strubel
collector, however, knows that Strubeli,
on the average, show a considerably
worse cut .( 18) The expressions seemingly
so important in the description of

Strubeli, such as"full-margined, narrow-mar-
gined, magnifying-glass-wide and white-
margined" are never mentioned, even
though they are never absent in any
expert's certificate or any auction lot
description.

2. Quality Grades:
The four quality grades shown in the
Specialized Catalogue are not all-inclu-
sive. Logically, the following quality
grades should also be represented:
100%+, 75-100%, and less than 35% . In
addition, grading is far from uniform.
Lastly, the illustrations shown in tabular
form do not correspond to the descrip-
tions as spelled out in thetext.(19)

3. Cut-Quality Categories:
The classification of Strubels into four
groups according to the quality of their
cut is not explained with a single word.
This classification is apparently too su-
perficial and does not take recent Strubel
research sufficiently into account .(20) Es-
pecially the II Bern Printing Period (va-
rious colored silk threads) receives in-
sufficient differentiation.
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4. Illustrations:
For the pictorial representation of the
quality of the cut, uncancelled stamps
should be used. That the illustrations,
particularly those showing catalog qual-
ity, show too high a standard and thus do
not correspond to the description in the
text, has already been mentioned.

5. Comparison with the "Strube!" book:
The attentive reader will have noticed
that the verbal and pictorial setting of
quality levels of the Specialized Cata-
logue do not correspond to those in the
"Strubel" book.(21) What Hans Hunziker
still considers catalog quality would be
classified, in the best of cases, as 50%-
quality in the Specialized Catalogue!
Conversely, certain individual stamps
which in the Specialized Catalogue

would belong in the 35-75% grade level,
would still be considered well within
catalog quality in the "Strubel" book.
The confusion for the average collector
is total . He is thus still without a clear
instrument to determine the quality of a
cut . He will have to continue acquiring
such knowledge by means of laborious
and, perhaps, costly experience . After so
many critical pronouncements I would
like to stress again that the attempt made
represents an important step in the right
direction . In the next issue of "Postge-
schichte" I will introduce my own mod-
el for the determination of quality for
Strubels .(") I hope that the readers will
begin to criticize my proposal in same
manner as I have done today with the
first attempt made by the 1992 Zumstein
Specialized Catalogue.

(1)See Urs Hermann, Zumstein Specialized Catalogue Switzerland 1992 : Nothing New Regrading
Strubels? in "Postgeschichte" 48,p .18 and 49,p.14
(2) In spite of everything, it can be affirmed that the stamp trade can still be used as an example of free
trade. Naturally, there is not complete competition in Adam Smith's sense in connection with classic
stamps, because of lack of homogeneity (similarity) of the goods and the impossibility of increasing the
supply. Also, there do exist price agreements on the part of the suppliers in the form of catalogues . Such
cartel ties, however, are very loose and in each concrete case only have the character of a reference
point.
(3) Price levels cited and their evolution for Strubels will be discussed in a coming issue of
"POSTGESCHICHTE".
(4) See Max Hertsch, Zumstein Specialized Catalogue Switzerland-Liechtenstein, 23rd Edition, Bern
1982, pp 13 and 77.
(5) Idem, (4) p77

(6) The sequence of the grading levels is not beyond doubt . An interchange between groups 2 and 3
would be indicated.
(7) Zumstein Catalogue "Switzerland-Liechtenstein 1992", Bern 1991, p .9
(8) Müller-Helvetia Catalogue 1991, 60th Edition, Basel 1990, p .34.

(9) Michel Switzerland Liechtenstein-Specialized Catalogue 1991, Munich 1991, p . 31.
(10) The Specialized Catalogue Switzerland 1992 coins the apt expression "Handbook" for the work of
Hans Hunziker.
11) Unfortunately, he gives no clues as to the quality determination for stamps below catalog quality.
(12) Hans Hunziker, OP . Cit. p . 37 . (13) Idem, p.37
(14) That Hans Hunziker shows more rows of illustrations than the extant number of Strubel issues is
certainly remarkable . This fact, can, above all, be explained by his separate representation of C- and D-
printings on the basis of significantly different distances between cliches both by issue and by
denomination.
(15) The criticism voiced in footnote (6) thus becomes moot.
(16) Only the frame lines of 23Cd 100% and 23G 100% are not clear.
(17) When the Catalogue assigns higher values to stamps "none of the frame lines of which are touched"
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and appreciably higher values to stamps "with white margins all around", it means that untouched
specimens are not automatically white-margined, but have to have complete colored frame lines . It
follows that a "touched" stamp can have the beginnings of a cut into the frame line without this being
cut away completely at any point . See Max Hertsch, Specialized Catalogue Switzerland 1992, 24th
Edition, Bern 1991, p .45.
(18) For a definition of true average quality the descriptions in the Michel Specialized Catalogue
Switzerland are much more appropriate.
(19) In the body of the text, aside from catalog quality, three lower and two higher quality grades are
cited, whereas the illustrations are limited to two lower and one higher grade.
(20) This is apparent from a glance at the "Strubel" book, in which no less than 13 different rows of
illustrations are shown.
(21) Without as much as even mentioning a comparison with the quality determination of the Michel
Specialized Catalogue Switzerland !
(22) For the pictorial presentation of my proposal I still need uncancelled 10Rp stamps of all issues and
in all quality grades. Any help is welcome! May I count on your support? (Tel 061 921 07 66)
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ALTERNATIVE F.D.C.'s
An indulgence of R . L. Rainey

On the sales circuits managed by Emil Tobler for TELL subscribers, there
is little demand for First Day Covers issued after 1960 . The covers prepared later
by the Philatelic Office of the PTT have been and are aggressively merchandised
world-wide to thousands of subscribers and dealers . It is likely that most TELL
readers are on the PTT mailing list for announcements of forthcoming emissions.
So it may be a case of "If everybody gets `em, who needs `em?".

There is no denying that the top-quality envelopes supplied by the PTT are
impeccably embellished . Cachets may involve processes of printing, embossing
and metallic foil application . In the limited space of the envelope's lower left
corner, graphic artists have exploited a range of historic design options . There are
throw-backs to the cartouches of Egyptian Pharaohs, borrowings from Baroque
calligraphy, and examples of the baguette, crest, medallion, signet . . . marks of
authority or royalty .

	

Continued on page 182

COVER 1 . First Contact with the Meier family, in charge of the post office at
Unterstammheim, was made when a new K-cancel was to be put into service.
Letters back and forth led subsequently to the "engineering" of a cover with BOTH
Sondermarken and Dienstmarken. First Day 12 .-2.83 . K849.
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Can it be that the PTT covers seem out of touch . . . looking back to times
when the best people decided what was best for all the rest? Perhaps stamp
collectors don't consider themselves among the aristocracy . At the next gathering
of AHPS members, point out the most elegant Napoleonic or Apollonian individualizing-
ual!

Standardized mass-produced covers leave you cold? Consider this
approach for individualizing envelopes at the time new stamp issues are previewed.
To start with, obtain the full-color pamphlet that comes out about a month ahead
from the PTT. Beg, borrow or steal additional copies for trial-and-error experi-
ments . Study the front cover of the pamphlet for elements that can be cut out and
arranged on a Swiss format envelope . Covers that do not conform to Swiss size and
shape could suffer in high-speed machine sorting . Other pages of the pamphlet
may have additional pictures, graphics, text . . . all adaptable to the purpose.

Use an adhesive that will not lose its grip, will not turn brown and will not
"bleed" through the printed clipping. Gum arabic is safe and simple. there are
"archival" pastes available too.

COVER 5. Format C 5 envelope was folded down for trip to Switzerland . Returned
with a heavy stuffer . . . needed SFr 3 .00 postage . Unusual combination of charity,
publicity and Automat franking . First Day 20.11 .90.
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Now comes the crunch . . . how to get the cover over to Switzerland, have
stamps affixed, and preferably get another person ' s handwriting on the address
back to the collector . Lucky collectors have pen pals ready to do the honors (U . S.
stamp trade-off or money payment expected) . Resourceful collectors get brief notes
translated into German or French and submit requests to postmasters . It takes some
thinking to figure out how to pay for stamps franking the FDC on such transactions.
(Smaller post offices may not have special stamps in stock on the Ausgabetag .)

Covers that made it "back home" are reduced in size for this article.
Details of the experiences are appended.

COVER 6. A mini-advertisement in TELL helped match up the interests of a person
seeking socked-on-the-nose cancellations and an FDC fabricator . Result: this
format C5 envelope mailed at Paudex by John Piccione . Stamps paid for weight
of stiffener. First Day 25.11 .86.
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COVER 7 . Through a casual chat with a postal worker, a "petit collectionneur"
in Corgemont found a pen pal in Ohio . This cover was mailed at Courtelary with

K-cancel 985 by Raphael Amstutz. First Day 25.11 .88.

COVER 8. Topographic map with focus on Leuk makes a tie-in with stamp noting
150 years of surveying program . This cover "helped along" by Felix Thurnheer

in Zurich . He forwarded it to Leuk for First Day 13.-9.88. American postal clerk
inconsiderately slapped on handling signal sticker.
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Charles J . Peterson

Philatelic Literature Review
Journal of the American Philatelic Research Library

SWITZERLAND

Gene Kelly's Catalog of the Fiscal
Stamps of the Kantone and Gemeinden
of Switzerland. Written and published
by Gene Kelly, Zelgstrasse 7, CH-8253
Diessenhofen, Switzerland . Plastic ring
bound, 6 x 11 inches, offset, illustrated,
priced in US$; all available from the
author/publisher. Five volumes to date:
Vol . 1, Kantone of Schaffhausen, St.
Gallen, Thurgau and their Gemeinden,
published 1986, 116 pages, $22 .50 plus
$3 postage ; Vol . 2, Kantone of Basel-
Land, Zurich and their Gemeinden, pub-
lished 1987 (2nd printing, 1990), 109
pages, $35 plus $4 .50 postage ; Vol . 3,
Proofs? Color Test Proofs? Paper Test
Proofs? Advertising Test Proofs?
Printers Waste? And a few that were not
ordered by the issuing government.
Counterfeit [sic!], published 1990, 99
pages, $27 plus $3 postage ; Vol . 4,
Supplement [sic!] to Volumes One, Two and
Three, published 1991, 98 pages, $22 .50
plus $3 postage; Vol . 5, Kanton

of Basel-Stadt and its Gemeinden,published 1992,
142 pages, $30 plus $4 postage.

This is an exceptionally detailed publi-
cation series, with a high degree of reli-
ability and should be welcomed by any-
one interested in the state and municipal
revenues of Switzerland. However, that
certainly will not be obvious at first
glance. These volumes are rife with
misspellings, poor sentence structure,
sloppy and unaesthetic layout, inconsis-
tency of approach, editorial and produc-
tion shortcomings, and various other

mechanical weaknesses too numerous
to list . Their appearance is not confi-
dence-inspiring - which is all the more
reason to emphasize that there is solid
meat under that ugly, mangy hide.

The Swiss nonfederal fiscal issues are
multitudinous and complex. Forbin gives
only rudimentary coverage, and that is
quite outdated by now ; Schaufelberger is
more recent and more intense, but still
far from comprehensive ; Gerry Abrams '
published work on the municipals looks
authoritative but in fact is only surface
treatment and contains many inaccura-
cies; and even Gainon's work on the
cantons falls considerably short.

Kelly has not only had the advantage of
being on ground in Switzerland where
such issues are more readily available,
he also did what few others in this field
bothered to do - which was to search
intensively for documentation on the
appropriate revenue laws, printing con-
tracts and delivery records, public an-
nouncements and official correspon-
dence, in many instances by correspon-
dence and/or lengthy visits to municipal
offices and archives . He shares his knowl-
edge in the catalogues and in the period-
ical revenue journal which he also pub-
lishes, although this is one of the areas in
which he is greatly inconsistent. Cer-
tainly what he produces rests on the most
solid foundation of documentation ever
yet brought to Swiss cantonal and mu-
nicipal fiscals.

There is hope that the author will take
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criticism to heart and that we may see In the interim, these volumes are not for
future volumes - and perhaps a revised the squeamish or ultra-fastidious, but
edition of the early ones - which demon- they will do a better job than anything
strate a more careful eye to the niceties of else around and should not be over-
authorship, editing, and presentation . looked.

Announcement and congratulations!
Young named Life member.

The Board of Directors of the American
Helvetia Philatelic Society (APS

Affiliate No. 59) has unanimously elected
Frank Young, the society 's treasurer
since 1979, to honorary life member-
ship.

—Now past 14½ years as an elected
officer, Frank has set a record for Hel-
vetia and its predecessor organizations
in the United States dating back to 1938.
He is the 11th life member selected by
the board for service to the society or
contributions to Swiss philately in the
United States.

—Frank, a Helvetia member since 1976,
volunteered for the position of treasurer
to utilize his experience as a commercial

banker in Herkimer, New York, where
he and his Swiss-born wife Heidy have
lived since 1963 . He began collecting
Swiss stamps by adding to his wife's
girlhood collection . Now in retirement,
he describes himself as a general Swiss
collector.
—Frank has replaced George H . Wet-
tach as the longest-serving Helvetia of-
ficer. George was treasurer for a total of
13 years, first in the original Helvetia
Society for Collectors of Switzerland
until it disbanded in 1957, then in the
former Helvetia Philatelic Society of
America in the 1960s-70s, and finally in
the current society after its organization
in 1975. He also served as president of
the second group in 1967 and half of
1968, giving him a total of 14½ years.

American Helvetia Philatelic Society : Honorary Life Members

1 .— Sophie Buser—1974
2.—*Eddie Buser Jr .—1974
3 .—*Ernest A. Kehr—1974
4.—*Jan Donker—1975
5.— Robert T . Clarke—1975
6.—*Felix Ganz—1975

7.— Robert C . Ross—1975
8.— Harlan F. Stone—1985
9 .—*Mrs. Edythe J . Rawnsley—1987
10.— Charles J . LaBlonde—1989
11.— Frank Young—1993

*= deceased
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Robert Gleichenhaus
A PROFILE OF A SWISS STAMP COLLECTOR

If anyone were to ask "who is the AHPS
member who is still active in the organi-
zation for the longest period of time?",
the answer would have to be HARLAN
F. STONE.

His participation in our Swiss Collect-
ing Society goes back to the 1950's, and
he has probably contributed more to the
knowledge of Swiss Philately than any
other American collector.

Harlan has an outstanding educational,
professional, and volunteer background.
With degrees from Princeton and Har-
vard Universities, he started his writing
and editing career as a newspaper re-
porter from 1958-65, followed up with
careers at Exxon Research public rela-
tions from '65 to '72 and McGraw-Hill
from '72 to '90.

After forced early retirement at McGraw-
Hill, he became director of education at
the Philatelic Foundation until very re-
cently . His activities at PF ranged from
management of publications and public-
ity to preparation of the PhiLITex

Bulletins and Catalog.

Harlan is one of six still living AHPS
Honorary Lifetime Members, and re-
ceived this recognition for his efforts in
behalf of the Society over a long period
of time . His association with organized
Swiss Philately began in the early 50's
when the old Helvetia Society for Col-
lectors of Switzerland (1938-57)

accepted him as their only teenage member.

vetia Society of America (1967-74), he
served as president from July, 1968 to
June, 1971 and as editor of its Helvetia
Alphorn from 1969 to 1974.

When that society merged with the Swiss-
American Stamp Society in 1975, he
became one of three vice-presidents of
the newly formed A.H.P .S . In 1977, he
became the single V.P., a position he
held until 1981, when he assumed the
presidency for a two-year term . Since
then, he has been Helvetia's publicity
chairman and more recently its awards
chairman as well.

Harlan wrote the organization's popular
slide program entitled "Switzerland : A
Panorama of Its Postal History and
Stamps" which was introduced at
Interphil, the international show in Philadel-
phia in 1976 . He is also a member of the
A.P .S . Speakers Bureau on Switzerland
and Postal History.

A frequent exhibitor, he has prepared a
different display of Swiss material every
year since 1971 . His exhibits have won
Helvetia's grand award six times at its
national conventions . He won a large
gold at the Granada '92 (Spain) interna-
tional show and was just awarded the
grand prize at Rompex '93 . Articles
based on his exhibits have appeared in
various philatelic journals . A recent
project has been his preparation of a
history of organized Swiss collecting in
the United States back to 1938.

Being a died-in-the-wool Swiss stamp
During the years of the successor, Hel- collector, his interests in Switzerland
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postal history include : Sitting Helvetia,
Cross and Numeral, Postage Due on
covers, Strubels, Rayons, Postal Cards,
Envelopes, Wrappers, Swiss-French
Treaties, Helvetic Republic (1798-1803),
Officials (not International Offices) and
Tete-Beche/Se-Tenant.

After seeing the beautiful Strubel exhib-
it he presented at Rompex '93, one can
imagine that his material is the envy of
most Swiss stamp collectors.

On a personal note, Harlan ' s life has
been an interesting one . He is fortunate
to have as his lovely wife, Helen Galatan
-Stone, Financial Administrator at Rob-
ert Siegel Auction Galleries . Helen is
not only involved in the stamp business
on a day-to-day basis, but is an avid
collector as well, and guess what? . . . Her
collecting interests are in U .S. , not
Swiss . She travels with him to stamp
exhibitions in spite of her very busy
schedule, and she takes a great deal of
pride in his philatelic achievements.

Of interest is the fact that his grandfa-
ther was Harlan Fiske Stone, U .S.
Supreme Court Chief Justice, so among his
other philatelic interests include collect-
ing various facets of U .S . Scott #965,
which features Justice Stone.

When asked how did he get interested in
collecting Swiss stamps, he replied, "I
spent the summer of 1948 in Switzer-
land as the guest of a Swiss family that

had moved to Brooklyn, N.Y. (near me)
during World War II . They wanted to
avoid the invasion of Hitler . I stayed in
a pension near their chalet in
Villars-Sur-Ollen near Lake Geneva. While
there, I bought the current Swiss stamps
at the local post office . I recently found
1948 Swiss letters I wrote to my U .S.
relatives in a New York Stamp Show
Bourse!"

Harlan commented that "In the 1950 's,
I spent my weekly allowance in the Nas-
sau Street (N .Y.C .) store of Eddie and
Sophie Buser (two of the nine Helvetia
founders in 1938) . She is now 88 . They
invited me to join the original Helvetia.
As the only teenage member (my birth-
date is 1/13/35) I had to join under my
father 's name, 18 being the minimum
age."

Harlan comments he benefits from
A.H.P .S . from the joint research, friend-
ships and opportunities to exhibit. He
suggests that members should read his
history of Helvetia in America 1938-90
A.H.P. S . Cumulative Index of Tell and
Forerunners. (see Tell May 1991, vol-
ume XVII , number 3, page 90-98)

Part of Harlan Stone's historical review
of the various Swiss Stamp Collectors
societies which have been in existence
since 1938, is the listing of Presidents
and Editors of the various groups which
is reprinted here . Thanks, Harlan, for
this valuable information.
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AHPS Donation Auction
Special Announcement

In order to assist AHPS' finances, our
board has asked for a Donation Auction.
The earliest possible date for such an
auction is January 1994; we thus request
donations of auctionable items by
November 10.

The entire proceeds of this auction
will go to the AHPS treasury . Donors of
items can therefore make a significant
contribution to supporting and enhancing
the financial strength of our society . Only
a few of us serve as officers and directors
of AHPS, and not very many of us
contribute articles to Tell, but many of us
can contribute to the society's health by donating auction lots!

Take some time to look over your Swiss or Lichtenstein
collections and duplicates for a few nice items for the Donation
Auction . Obvious choices may include the odd items that you
once thought you would start collecting but now realize that you
won't . Minimum lot sizes are waived for the Donation Auction ; I
may group some items into larger lots for sale . Donated lots
should be clean, undamaged items that your fellow collectors
would be pleased to include in their collections.

We have had a number of donation auctions over the years,
usually every three years or so . Donation auctions provide an
exciting opportunity to extend our collections while helping AHPS.
Our last was November 1990, with a second section January
1991 . So it's time again!

Unsold lots will either be held for another future auction, or be
placed for sale in the AHPS Sales Circuits.

Send your Donation Lots to George Struble, 210 18th St.
NE, Salem, OR 97301 by November 10, 1993
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Notice of a Dues Increase for 1994

Because of mounting expenses and general price increases over the past several
years, it has become necessary to raise the dues for the American Helvetia Philatelic
Society for 1994 by $5 . You will be receiving a letter to this effect along with your
bill for the 1994 dues in October . The question of the long-term financial health
of the Society was the subject of a very thoughtful discussion at the General
Membership meeting in Denver this past May . At that time, the members present
voted to authorize the Board of Directors to raise the dues by an amount not to
exceed $5 if the Board determined that such a step was necessary . The Budget
Committee has concluded that such an increase is absolutely necessary.

It has been several years since the Society has experienced an increase in dues . We
hope you all understand the Board 's plight. At $20 per year, the dues are still among
the lowest of the major specialist societies in this country and are far lower than
those of the Swiss societies . You will also be receiving a request to donate to an
auction to help the Society's financial situation . Please give generously when you
receive the request and bid generously in the auction itself.

Announcement
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Works of Art by Swiss Women

As regular subscribers will be aware, our new stamp policy emphasizes closed special
series, with only a minimum of commemorative issues . After the Bridges and Circus
themes of recent years, the 1993 autumn set is devoted to Works of Art by Swiss Women.
This enables us to do justice to two frequently voiced demands, to feature more art
and redress the balance of the sexes on postage stamps . The artists and their works were
selected in collaboration with the Federal Office for Culture and the museums concerned.

Emma Kunz

Emma Kunz, practitioner of traditional medicine, researcher and artist, was born in Brittnau,
Canton Aargau, the daughter of poor handloom weavers, on 23 May 1892 . In 1911 she went
penniless to America but soon returned, disillusioned, to her home village . She began work as
a knitter in 1912, later becoming a housekeeper.
Even as a child, Emma Kunz had attracted attention because of her clairvoyant powers.
She took up radiesthesia, or medical dowsing, in 1933 and explored the questions of life
and their spiritual interrelationships . Her knowledge thus acquired of the use of energetic
and spiritual forces gave her powers of healing . In 1942 Emma Kunz discovered the
«AION A» healing stone in the old Roman quarries of Würenlos . She also developed a large
number of herbal remedies in her laboratory.
The most striking testimony to her work are her large, strictly geometrical pictures
which grew out of her search for knowledge . Standing in front of her drawing board, her
mind concentrated on a given question, Emma Kunz would swing her pendulum over
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the graph paper. The movements of the pendulum told her where dots had to be placed, so
the drawing developed out of a series of reference points . She then used the pendulum

to determine where the lines had to go and put them straight down on the paper . She now

started to connect up the dots . She knew exactly which colours to use and how strong to
make the lines, because each line, be it thin, medium or thick, hatched or stippled, each
colour, each shape, had an exact meaning in this woman's understanding of the world.

Emma Kunz explained her work like this : «Composition and shape as measure, rhythm,
symbol and transformation of number and principle .» She died at Waldstatt, Appenzell, in

1963.
The stamp features «Work No 095» by Emma Kunz . It dates from 1943 and is the property

of the Emma Kunz Centre at Wiirenlos (Switzerland).

Aloise

Aloïse Corbaz was born at Lausanne in 1886 . Her father's alleged brutality and frequent
drunkenness did not prevent her from showing considerable affection for him . She left

Switzerland in 1911, taking on a variety of posts as primary-school teacher and governess.
In one of these, working for the court chaplain of Kaiser Wilhelm II at Potsdam, she fell
violently in love with the Kaiser — but her religious scruples and inferiority complex
compelled her to live out her love solely but all the more vibrantly in her imagination . The
war drove her back to Lausanne . There she displayed religious, pacifistic and humanitarian
feelings of such intensity that in 1918 she was committed to the Cery psychiatric hospital

above her home town . From 1920 to her death in 1964 she lived in a Cery outstation at Gimel

on Lake Geneva.
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Aloïse took up painting in the first years of her committal, but it was not until 1936 that
Professor Hans Steck, the then director of the hospital, together with Dr Jacqueline Porret-
Forel and Dr Alfred Bader, started to collect her works, most of which are now in the Collec-
tion d'Art Brut at Lausanne.
The portraits that Aloïse created with coloured pencils and chalks on large sheets of white
paper served as supports for the creatures of her fantasy. Through the fairytale world of her
imagination there moves a mysterious female figure, adorned with erotic and plant elements,
which projects a sense of both nobility and grace. This figure is also the subject of numerous
writings of great poetic intensity and quality.
The stamp shows the work (Grande Cantatrice Lilas Goergens« in the Collection d'Art Brut.

Meret Oppenheim

Meret Oppenheim was born in Berlin-Charlottenburg on 6 October 1913 and grew up in
the Bernese Jura, South Germany and Basle. In 1931, encouraged by two Basle artists, she
decided to become a painter. The next year she moved to Paris and studied at the Académie de
la grande Chaumière . Contacts with Alberto Giacometti and Hans Arp paved the way to her
first exhibition with other surrealists at the Salon des Surindépendants.
In 1937 Meret Oppenheim returned to Basle, where she attended the school of applied arts
for two years . This was followed by a protracted existential and artistic crisis which lasted till
the mid-fifties . In 1945 she met Wolfgang La Roche . In 1948 the two moved to Bern, where
they were married a year later.
The nineteen-sixties and seventies were marked by frequent exhibitions of Oppenheim's
works, and public interest in the artist grew after she received the City of Basle Art Award
in 1975 and Berlin's top art prize in 1982 . At the award-giving ceremony in Basle she
delivered a widely noted address setting out her views on the problem of women artists.
Meret Oppenheim died in Basle on 15 November 1985.
The 1-franc stamp shows the painting 'Under the Rain Cloud' (1961-64) . It belongs to the
Bern Art Museum as part of the Hermann and Margrit Rupf Foundation (1992 Copyright
Pro Litteris, Zurich).
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Sophie Taeuber-Arp

Sophie Taeuber was born at Davos on 19 January 1889, the daughter of a pharmacist . Her
father died in 1891, and in 1896 mother and child moved to Trogen, where Sophie spent her
childhood . After her mother's death she went to live at St Gallen, where she began her studies
at the school of applied arts . This was followed by about three years at the teaching and
experimental workshop for applied and free art in Munich, interrupted by a stint at the
Hamburg applied-arts school. After completing her studies in 1915, Sophie Taeuber settled
in Zurich, where she met and later married Hans Arp . The two collaborated on works
typified by geometric designs . From 1916 to 1929 she taught fabric design at the Zurich school
of applied arts while at the same time working as a dancer and staging productions at
a puppet theatre . She later moved to France, where her interests also took in interior
decorating and magazine publishing . Sophie Taeuber-Arp died of carbon-dioxide poisoning
on 13 January 1943 on a visit to Zurich.
The work shown on the stamp, entitled «Quatre espaces à bandes horizontales«, was created
in 1932 and is now on display at the Bern Art Museum as part of the Anne-Marie and Victor
Loeb Foundation (1992 Copyright Pro Litteris, Zurich).

'People at Work' definitive series
The 'People at Work' series is continued with a 5 franc issue replacing the most frequently
used stamp in the Evangelists series . This measure, which has been taken not least in the
collectors' interest, will ensure that supplies of the special-fibre paper used for the other
two high values are sufficient for the foreseeable future, thus obviating the need for a
change of paper.
All the stamps in the series are designed by Walter Haettenschweiler, Zug, and steel
engraved by Pierre Schopfer, La Chaux (Cossonay).

Fr. 5 .- Cheesemaker

Cheese is Switzerland's most important dairy product . In fact, some 50 percent of the
country's milk production is used for the manufacture of a wide range of cheeses . The
cheesemaker monitors and controls every stage of the manufacturing and ripening processes
with the aid of his expert knowledge and a range of natural substances . This calls for
excellent powers of observation, an interest in science and technology, and manual skills.
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The Editor's Desk

A matter of perception? In the
President's column on page 163, indication is
given that an increase in dues by $5 .00 is
needed. In the Secretary' s summary, page
164, regarding the general membership
meeting in Denver, you find indication' s
that this . . . "financial situation of the
Society, particularly related to the re-
quest of the Editor for equipment . . . " that
the planned dues increase by $5 .00 is my
fault?

Lets look at history. Previous increases
occurred in 1985 from $8 to $9 an 12 .5%
increase, 1988 to $10, 11 .11% increase,
1990 to $15, 50% increase and now
1994 to $20 a 33 .33% increase . Where
the previous increases justified, you bet.

What about now and what about the
problem with your editor namely me.
But first, there is no mention in these
statements regarding the fact that I, as
your previous president 1991-1992, re-
quested an increase in dues because of
dwindling resources in the bank and was
turned down. Also, conveniently omit-
ted are the facts that an increased sched-
ule for conventions from biannual to
annual is recommended . With it more
resources are needed . All these expenses
for the sole purpose to advance philatelic
activities. Basically the real purpose of
this society nothing wrong there .

But now what's wrong with your editor,
why am I singled out, why am I the
"plight" of AHPS . I am not certain.
Maybe because I am the first person in
this society to ask for reimbursement for
indirect cost. This is not payment for the
approximately 24 hours it takes to create
and assemble a issue of Tell . This is
payment for tools I need to create Tell.

Henry Ratz, our previous editor, utilized
his skill, which was his profession, to
edit and assemble Tell . I am unskilled in
this field, I am in need of all the help I
can get . That's why I have to use a
computer . But as you might remember,
when I started the presidency of AHPS in
1991, the appointed editor refused to do
his job, mostly because to be editor and
to assemble a journal are really two
different jobs . Without Tell or any form
of communication there is no AHPS!
Therefore I started to assemble Tell and
became your editor at the same time.
(Maybe dumb volunteering .) To rid our-
selves of this problem and save money
somebody skilled should step forward to
become our editor . This job is available
today. We need to save money and I want
to get out, I don't want to be the plight of
AHPS!

Or is there a other reason why the finger
points at me . I don ' t know and I wonder.

Announcement

Contributing articles for Tell are sought and or translators for articles from German
and French regarding Swiss philately . Contributions are preferred clearly typed on
typewriter and pictures copied with a clean high-resolution copier . Do not send
originals or check with me in advance . Thank you Mario Wiedenmeier, Editor
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M . Rutherfoord
Did you know?
From the Helvetia News Letter, Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain, May and June 1993

- that in March the PTT produced a so-
called `button set ' for the new rates of 1st
February, namely the ATM stamps for
60, 80 & 100c, but today all 1200 Frama
vending machines have the ten-button
system where everything is possible, if
you know how. However, no FDCs were
available, perhaps too late.

- that at the WIBRA one can have a
three-country joint issue cover on the
Swiss envelope; certainly a first for Swit-
zerland (perhaps for the world?) . Anoth-
er triple is being planned apparently for
next year with France and Belgium.

- that more importantly at the WIBRA a
comprehensive handbook `The Post-
marks of Winterthur' is on sale for 25fr,
in German, 130 pages. Not only the
ordinary datestamps, but also machine
cancels, reg. labels, franks and many
more, are covered in full.

- that in the April BBZ Max Hertsch
appealed to anyone having any of the
1919 `Kriegswirtschaft' overprints in a
circle to let him know, as a new, unsharp
lettered version has been found which

might turn out to be a dangerous fake.

- that under mysterious circumstances
quite a large number of unaddressed K-
cancelled covers of the late forties and
the fifties have appeared with a date
invariably earlier than the official PIT
first day. Some show slight differences
in the design to the issued cancels, so it
is thought that these must be trials sent
by the engraver to the PTT for final
approval, or copies kept by the maker for
reference purposes.

- that thanks to Bernard Hoddinott we
know that two TPOs will be withdrawn
on the 22nd May (summer timetable),
Solothurn - Bern and Yverdon - Ste-
Croix . The latter line was opened on the
17/18th November 1893 and so many
letters were handed in that on the 10th
December a request was made for a TPO
datestamp . Who has examples of all
three types listed in the Zumstein-Müller?

- that at the end of April three POs on the
Rigi, Kulm, Klösterli and Staffel, will
close. The post will be cancelled in Gold-
au with a new K-cancel `6410 Rigi'
which will also have a new slogan, hav-
ing the same picture and text . So ends an
era.

- that in 1992 the PTT printed 2½ times
more stamps than Courvoisier, out of the
total of 714mio, and 341 000 booklets,
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but only 10mio postcards Total philatel-
ic sales were 58 .2mio fr, not including
the many stamps bought by philatelists
over the counter.

- that Grenada, that land of snow and ice,
has issued a $3 stamp showing a Bern-
hardiner dog complete with brandy cask,
but with the title `Parsenn Switzerland' .
Did the artist get mixed up by a Royal
skiing from Klosters? Anyway it goes
straight into my `Lost Dogs' collection.

- that when I saw the self-adhesive reg-
istered parcel label shown below I thought
that the PTT were about to catch up with
a modern barcode numbering system,
i .e ., machine readable, but I was soon

always busy, in particular the dealers'
stands on the circumference, but more
than the usual number of exhibits actu-
ally being looked at . In the Junior hall
the 2C or so computers were in constant
use, a simple philatelic game could win
an FDC per point, but also the current
philatelic programs by IBM-Lindner
were being demonstrated.

- that a de Coppet flexible handstamp
was on show with other cancellers made
by Gülller & Sons . The former was not
engraved, a real Razor Blade canceller
would have been a sensation.

- that a small sensation was provided by
the PPT in that the `R' of the special
WIBRA registration label was black in-
stead of the usual red . Then the black `R'
has been found on Last Day Covers from
Sfazu (near Poschiavo), so we phoned
the printer, Schmelzi AG of Grenchen,
and discovered that this was a 1992 PTT
decision, which results in no saving at
all as the printing is continuous . Curi-
ous, see illustration below.

put right with the information that this - that also at the WIBRA Zumstein put
was a private bar-code, in black . The on sale their book written by Hans F.

Hunziker RDP on the ` Winterthur' stamp
- that the 5-day WIBRA has been a great of 1850, in German, very well
illustrat success. The well-lighted main hall was ed, 48 pages, many in colour, 48 Sfr.

'PP' in green indicates bulk payment,
for a minimum of 20 parcels at the same
time. The `G' denotes 'Grossist' with
more than 10 000 parcels per year and a
good discount.
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- that Josef Schalch has brought out a
2nd edition of his comprehensive ATM
and SFS catalogue for Switzerland . The
best there is on this interesting subject,
in German, 13 Sfr.

- that the 12 new SFS machines put in
service this year have reverted to the 4-
digit value, which is reasonable, as even
today not many letters need more than
100 fr postage . Many post offices still
object to handing these labels over loose,
but if one persists and asks for a non-
philatelic rate like 5c it works in the end.
If you have already an example to hand
it works wonders.

- that the Federal Council has had to
answer a written parliamentary question
on the poor quality of the Frama ATM' s,
i .e ., why the PTT does not have some-
thing more attractive . The answer just
said the machines cannot do anything
better . The trigger to the question, I
think, is that several countries like Swe-
den have removed the Frama dispensers
and replaced them with the German
Klüssendorf machines.

- that Bob Johnson has found a new first

day of use for a de Coppet canceller,
namely Bellinzona No. 3.02; the 1st July
1902 instead of the 2nd as noted in the
Guinand Razor Blade list . Bravo.

- that at one of the biggest Swiss Antique
shows held in Zürich from 17th to 25th
April, leading philatelic firms and auc-
tion houses put together a most attrac-
tive exhibition of stamps . It was mainly
on the theme of 150 Years of the Zürich
4 & 6 and a daily lecture was arranged to
explain the various features.

- that the first Swiss Champion was
decided at the Exhibition in Buchs, which
I missed, among 17 teams of 5 exhibitors
each, in that the local team won, each
with an entirely different subject. The
next such event will be held in Bellinzo-
na in 1994.

Announcement
Just in, twenty (20) Marken Müller NEWS, Die Basler Taube which appears
bimonthly, partly in color . Interested? Send your address and 75c in postage stamps
to the editor . It contains great bargains and might give you an idea what the real
"street value" of some of your items are . 20 only first come first served.

From ATM AKTUELL 57, available next spring, new MICHEL - ATM - Spezial-
katalog which will include worldwide listings . Pre-ordering is possible : stay tuned.

The annual Christmas market arranged by the KIWANIS club in Zürich, issues a
nice looking Christmas ad cancel since 1978 . Interested in getting yours in 1993?
Drop me a note, presently I look for participants . Mailing cost of a letter from
Switzerland to US amounts to sFR 1 .80 . Your editor.
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