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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Our annual meeting in Denver is already a thing of the past and it was
in every respect a most enjoyable one . Dick Barton, our Regional
Director West, did an outstanding job with planning our meetings,
getting the Helvetia member exhibits and making the final
arrangements . He deserves a well-earned thank you from all of us.
Based on attendance at previous meetings, it seemed to be better than
in past years and 30 members, some with their wives, registered and
participated in the various functions. Many old friendships were
renewed and new acquaintances were made.
ROMPEX as such and the about 70-frame Swiss and Liechtenstein
exhibition was very competitive . We had two very competent and
excellent Helvetia judges among the five, namely Chuck LaBlonde
and Bob Zeigler. They had their work cut out with judging 320
frames . Harlan Stone garnered not only the Helvetia top award but
also the Champion of Champion show award for his Switzerland's
Imperforate Sitting Helvetia exhibit - congratulations, Harlan. More
about the awards in a separate report.
The highlights of our meeting, must have been the Seminars on
"Identification of Strubels" prepared by Herbert Brach and very ably
presented by Robert Gleichenhaus, since Mr . Brach could not attend
for personal reasons, and "The De Coppet Razor Blade Cancels" by
Chuck LaBlonde . Both presentations were absolutely excellent in
every respect and entailed a lot of personal research which, I am
sure, will be quoted in Swiss stamp literature . Bob Zeigler presented
a very interesting and timely paper on "Swiss Stamp Valuations".
Many thanks to all of you.
Naturally, what would an annual get-together be without a swap
session and the mandatory annual business meeting! The three main
items of discussion and action were:
1. Budget - yes we have to make adjustments in our "household".

The Budget Committee (Dick Hall, chm ., Frank Young & Chuck
LaBlonde), appointed by the president, has already begun to work
on this problem . It was voted on in the affirmative that annual
membership fees should be raised but not more than $ 5.
Furthermore, it was decided to have a society benefit stamp auction
sale later in the year to gain additional revenues.
2. Item # 4 of the Criteria for National Convention Grand Award
was thoroughly discussed in all its aspect and by vote changed,
whereby a grand award winning exhibit can be shown again and
automatically receive an Helvetia award noncompetitively . Depending
on show rules it can also compete for overall show awards . More
about this in a separate report.
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3 . It was moved, seconded, and approved that Helvetia will meet in
1994 (June) with NAPEX (the National Philatelic Exhibitions,
Washington D .C .) in Arlington, VA ; in 1995 (March 23-26) with
SCOPEX and the APS Spring meeting in State College, PA,
celebrating 50 years of APS establishing Headquarters in State
College, PA ; in 1996 with ARIPEX in Phoenix, AZ and in 1997
with PACIFIC '97 in San Francisco, CA.
Naturally, our participation in these shows need convention chairmen
and at this time I am asking for a VOLUNTEER living in the
Washington area to accept the position of CONVENTION
CHAIRMAN for 1995 . Please get in touch with me.
The Annual Breakfast at ROMPEX sponsored by the Auraria Postal
History, Railroad Paraphernalia, Chowder and Marching Society
was indeed a lot of fun where certain local members got awards for
all kinds of worthwhile and worthless virtues . As only outsider,
Mrs. Helen (Harlan) Stone received an order for "her unselfish
staying at home, watching kids and bank accounts while Harlan is
pursuing stamp shows around the world".

With this happy note of fun in collecting stamps - Ernest L . Bergman
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Herbert Brach

THE POSTAL RATES FROM SWITZERLAND
TO THE U .S. IN THE STRUBEL PERIOD

A CORRECTION

At my age, I should know better . To
adopt a simplistic approach to
anything to do with Strubels is to
invite disaster . Yet, that is exactly
what I did with my short up-date on
this subject which appeared in the
January 1993 issue of "Tell".

The data were correct, but the
conclusions were not. It was a case of
judging what an elephant looked like
from having had a glimpse at his
trunk . It did not take long for me to
have been taken to task for having
done the membership a disservice by
publishing insufficiently researched
and thus, erroneous information . I am
indebted to Mr. Harlan Stone, Dr.
Heinrich Heissinger and Mr. Walter
Haemmerli from Switzerland for
having been shown the error of my
ways and for having been steered to
the correct information.
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I would like to make amends by
publishing a correction based on
information researched and published
by Alfred Bohnenblust in "Postge-
schichte" No. 32 of December 1987
and No . 46 of May 1991 . These two
articles also appeared, translated into
English, in the "Postal History
Journal" No. 82 of June 1989 and No.
89 of October 1991.

Adapting Mr. Bohnenblust' s work to
the Strubel period, because his pu-
blished research starts with the rates as
early as July 1st, 1850 and, up to the
moment, ends on May 1st, 1857, we
will restrict the period covered by this
paper as factual information to the
time segment September 15th, 1854 to
April 30th, 1857 . Rates shown beyond
this date are based on actual evidence,
but the conclusions drawn are to be
considered as speculative at this point .



Since the overwhelming majority of
mail from Switzerland to the U .S . was
routed through France at the time, this
is the only route being considered
here, although alternatives were avail-
able through Germany (in the closed
Prussian mail bag through Cologne-
Ostend-England or via the Thurn &
Taxis system through Frankfurt to
Bremen .)

Judging from the evidence, there were
apparently five different rate periods
in force during the Strubel time for
service to the U.S . via France.

It is remarkable that Mr . Bohnenblust,
who is held in the highest esteem for
his thorough research in this field,
unerringly lists 7 .5 grains as the limit
for the first weight scale, when most
other writers assumed that the ½ Loth
(7.8 grams), which was the limiting
weight for the Swiss domestic mail
base rate, also applied to mail to the
U.S . That the weight scale is based on
multiples of 7 .5 grams is logical,
because the same held true for mail
going from Switzerland to France, as
per the first postal agreement between
the two countries since July 1st, 1850.
This agreement, by means of its transit
regulations, also fixed the rates for
correspondence going through France
to other countries.

Letters weighing between 7 .5g and
15g paid double the base rate and so
on . Franking (via cash payment or

stamps) was obligatory in the
beginning and became optional in May
of 1857.

It is amazing, given the frequent rate
changes, how well the postal
employees were acquainted with the
regulations in force at any one time.
That there were a few exceptions and
that some letters managed to get
through with odd rates, from time to
time, is only natural . The most
frequent transgression at the Swiss end
was the occasional incorrect use of the
obligatory postmarks "P .P ." and "P.D."
which were meant to distinguish the
prepayment boundaries very carefully.
At the receiving end, in the U .S ., a
certain inconsistency was observed
regarding whether the U.S . delivery
charge (typically, 5¢) was assessed or
not for mail prepaid to the arrival
harbor only.

A word on the mail service during the
Strubel time. It was observed that
most mail was delivered in the U .S.
within 15 to 20 days from date of
posting. The post office schedule
called for 14 days between Paris and
U .S . arrival port for most vessels;
there were about eight sailings per
month . The writer just received a
small package, sent via sea mail, from
Lucerne; it was post-marked February
19th, 1993, weighed 1500 grams, paid
sFr 10 .70 in postage and arrived here
on March 15th, 1993 . So much for
progress.

I. FIRST PERIOD, SEPTEMBER 15TH, 1854 - DECEMBER 14TH, 1854

During this period the base rates for a letter up to 7 .5g (about ½ Loth) in weight
were subject chiefly to two factors:

126 Tell Vol XIX No. 4 July 1993



a . Distance of Swiss Point of Origin from the French Border
In this first period, Switzerland was divided into four postal zones for mail to
France as well as through France.

Zone 1 up to 10 travel-hours, or leagues (lieues) or Swiss miles
Zone 2 10 up to 25 travel-hours
Zone 3 25 up to 40 travel-hours
Zone 4 over 40 travel-hours
One travel-hour was standardized to be equivalent to 4 .8km.

2. Via English packets sailing

b. Transatlantic Routing
1 . Via French merchant vessels sailing from Le Havre

from Liverpool or Southampton

During the early period an enormous
difference in rates between these two
routings will be noted. This was due
to the fact that until transatlantic rates
were unified in 1857, the Swiss postal
administration had to pay the French a
transit fee for each letter going to
England to be transported via British
packet of fFr 1.20 (French currency),
while the fee was only fFr 0 .50

(French currency) if transported by
French merchant vessel . (1 Swiss
Franc equalled 1 .43 French Francs).

The sailing frequency of vessels from
England was many times that of
departures of French vessels which
acted as an equalizer and moved many
senders to specify "via Liverpool" in
spite of the higher rate.

II. SECOND PERIOD, DECEMBER 15, 1854 to DECEMBER 31st, 1856

The changes brought about during this period were two in nature:

a. Distance of Swiss Point of Origin from French Border
During this second period, the third and fourth zones of the first period were
done away with and the structure simplified:

Zone 1

	

Up to 10 travel-hours
Zone 2

	

More than 10 travel-hours.

b. Transatlantic Routing
The franking of letters to the harbor of embarkation for mail transported by
American ships, sailing either from French or British ports, was now also
possible . The recipient had to pay the sea postage in the U .S.

HI. THIRD PERIOD, JANUARY 1ST, 1857 - APRIL 30TH, 1857

a. As of January 1st, 1857, the postal
zones in Switzerland for this service

were done away with and the rates
unified, regardless of point of origin.
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b. The rates for mail via England and
British packets were lowered thanks to
the British-French convention of
September 24th, 1856, which became

effective on January 1st, 1857.
The new rates were to arrival harbor
on the East Coast of the U .S . and not
to destination.

IV. FOURTH PERIOD, MAY 1st, 1857 - June 30th, 1862 ? (Speculative)

Thanks to the Franco American postal
treaty of March 2nd 1857 which
became effective for everybody else
on April 1st, 1857, but on May 1st,
1857 for the Swiss, the transatlantic
rate between British, French and
American ships was unified and
equalized, regardless of port of depar-
ture . Franking was optional . The rate
was to destination.

There are several reasons why there is
a question mark on the ending date of
this period and why the rate structure
for this period must be regarded as
subject to later changes, depending on
further research.

1 . Mr . Bohnenblust's published articles
end with the third rate period on April
30th, 1857 . However, in his rate tables
he shows, under the date May 1st,
1857, without giving a closing date,
not only the newly unified rate of sFr
1 .15 to destination with any steamer
from any of the British and French
ports, but also two other rates, which
would seem to be continuation of the
French and British rates to arrival
harbor of the third rate period . On
closer examination, however, the
wording is different and lends itself to
ambiguities . What had previously been
shown simply as " by French merchant
vessel", now becomes "Colonies and
overseas countries by French merchant
ships" and implies continuation of the
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65 Rp rate to arrival harbor . The rate
"via England" is shown as continuing
with its previous 95 Rp rate.

2. A rate table kindly brought to my
attention by Mr . Harlan F . Stone,
shows not only the Fr. 1.15 rate to
have been the only one in force,
starting May 1st, 1857, but remaining
in force through September 30th,
1865, at which time the R .1 .10 is
shown as appearing.

3. Actual evidence, from covers ex-
amined, shows the following:

a. The first letter with the Fr 1 .15
rate I have found so far is dated June
1st, 1857.

b. The last letter with the Fr 1 .15
rate I have found is dated May 1862.

c. The First letter with the Fr 1 .10
rate I have found is dated August 21st,
1862 . I have also seen two dated in
September 1862, one in January 1863
and one each in May and in July of
1863 .

d. The 95 Rp rate for mail via
England and British packets to port of
arrival, which supposedly expired with
the end of the third period on April
30th, 1857, not only produced
evidence of stragglers in June and July
of 1857, but seems to have had a



revival at some later date, as three
letters with this rate, dated March
1859, May 1859 and September 1860
show . What is more, the courtesy of
this rate seems to have been granted to
American ships sailing from British
ports also.

In view of all these anomalies, it is
only prudent to keep an open mind not

only regarding the closing date of this
fourth period, but also regarding the
number and type of rates that were
available.
In the rate table, I will show only the
unified Fr 1 .15 rate as having been in
force and will use a provisional
closing date of June 30th, 1862 . In the
examples for each rate period, I will
show the anomalies.

V. FIFTH PERIOD, JULY 1st, 1862? - July 31st, 1863

Provisionally, a fifth franking period Evidence supports that the rate was
during the Strubel time, featuring the changed between May and August,
universal reduced Fr 1.10 rate, is shown 1862; July 1st was chosen as a likely
here; at this point, this should be date, because several rate changes
considered speculative rather than were made in Switzerland on that date.
factual.

THE RATES FOR ORDINARY LETTERS FROMSWITZERLAND
TO THE U.S. VIA FRANCE DURING THE STRUBEL PERIOD

SIMPLE RATE UP TO 7½ GRAMS IN WEIGHT
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EXAMPLES
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Urs Hermann, Liestal

ZUMSTEIN SPECIALIZED CATALOG 1992:
NOTHING NEW REGARDING STRUBELS? (II)

Translated by Herbert Brach, from the "Postgeschichte" 13/49 February 1992

POSTGESCHICHTE-VERLAG Postfach 174 CH-8024 Zürich (overseas subscription Fr.38.-

In the last issue of "Postgeschichte " I
indicated that the new Zumstein
Specialized Catalogue hardly promises
much that is new regarding Strubel
issues at first glance; upon more
detailed study, some highly interesting
changes were found to have taken
place . The same is basically true of
the following lines.

Strubel classification as before?

When we leaf through the Strubel
chapter, we immediately notice the
improved and more complete
illustrations of varieties and plate
defects .° The Strubel classification as
such, however, seems to have retained
its traditional structure . The well-
documented proposals for a new
classification such as those made by
knowledgeable collectors') but also in
the " Strubel" book 3) , seem to have
fallen on deaf ears in the House of
Zumstein . Neither a new approach to
the E- and F- issues, nor a different-
iation between the C- and D- series
can be found in the Specialized
Catalogue . Here also, first impressions
are misleading . When we put the
general scheme and the special
arrangement under the magnifying
glass and compare it with the previous
edition' ) , a remarkable perspective is
gained. In the column "Type and Year
of Issue " we can find no deviation
from the 1982 Specialized Catalogue
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with the exception of the inclusion of
23F . 5) But the columns "Printing"
"Paper " and "Silk Thread" have been
completely reworked, giving cause to
all sorts of speculation.

With Regard to Printing
Under the heading "Type of Printing",
no less than 17 changes have been
made . Eight entries were added and
nine were struck . The most important
are :

• The old arrangement of printing
into three types (fine printing,
printing in relief, ordinary printing)
is amplified by the addition of
"First Printings" for the Aa- issue.

• Regarding the Aa- issue, only in the
cases of 24Aa and 26Aa is
"ordinary printing" mentioned next
to "first printing "»

• For the A- issue, "ordinary printing"
is no longer mentioned.

• As for 23B and 22C, all three of
the later types of printing are
indicated.')

• 23E and 24F are shown to also
have been printed in relief
(embossed).

Regarding the Paper

Under the column "Paper Precedence"
we find the most sensational changes.
While the E- and F- issues were
assigned to the Zurich paper in the old



Zumstein Specialized Catalogue 1992, an Overview of the Strubel Issues.

Specialized Catalogue, they are now is acknowledged in the transfer
listed under the Munich paper protocol of March 23rd, 1854 by the
heading) This most probably refers to Director of the Mint, Dr . Custer)
the reject paper, the receipt of which The sole exception to this is the
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"nebulous" 27E, the only thin-paper
stamp which gets placed into the
Zurich paper column . This exceptional
placement is probably due to the
unusually long period of use from
1856 to 1863 and permits all sorts of
conclusions to be reached regarding
any future cataloguing ." Of interest
is the assertion that the paper of 23C
with pale red thread was produced in
Pasing near Munich, while that with
dark red thread was produced at the
paper mill "an der Sihl" .")

Regarding the Silk Threads

The rooting-out of the silk thread
color-variety jungle of previous Spe-
cialized Catalogues is highly
gratifying . Of the erstwhile 38 silk
thread-color varieties, only 5 have
survived . This elimination process is

to be welcomed, since the collection
of silk thread - color varieties has now
been provided with a solid foundation.
The varieties "whitish ' and "yellowish"
silk thread have been justifiably
eliminated, since we are dealing here
exclusively with discolored and
washed-out silk threads ." Of the five
remaining, four are mentioned as
having "red/reddish brown" silk
threads (22G, 24G, 25B and 26G) and
one with blue silk thread (26Aa) . 14)
All these specials are valued with a
premium of sFr 1,000 .- . In vain does
the Strubel specialist look for the
varieties "double silk thread" and
"missing silk thread " in the New
Specialized Catalogue . This has been
forgotten in the reworking of the
catalogue, a sin of omission that can
be forgiven in view of the dimensions
of theproject,15

THE CLASSIFICATION OF BERNE PRINTINGS ACCORDING TO
GERHARD OESCHGER

Sub-Division of the C- and D- Strubels?

In his "Strubel" book, Hans Hunziker different issues for 23C and 22D and
describes at least three identifiably two for 26C.16 This view of the matter
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this situation led to differences in the
distance between stamps and to split
or missing frame lines . Such stamps,
according to Gerhard Oeschger, would
correspond to printing stage II . By
means of the rearrangement of the
cliches on a polished base plate and
their being fixed in place by means of
an embracing retaining ring, this
problem was solved in a satisfactory
manner . I suspect that the change-over
to 50-stamp sheets was made at the
same time . The resulting printings
would have to be placed in the Berne
IV group.

I examined this proposition and
received confirmation at least for the
stamps 23C, 22D and 24D. If you
examine the illustrations shown on
page 135 and 137 you will note that,
while they do not show color
differences, they do demonstrate the
differences in distance between
cliches . This differentiation was not
completely overlooked in the new
Specialized Catalogue . While a direct
allusion toward different issues in this
connection is absent, indirectly this
method of classification is alluded to
under the heading of "color shades" . I
believe that the interpretation used by
the Specialized Catalogue is admis-
sible (see comparative tabulation
which follows).
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was expanded by two exhibits at the
Helvetia Geneva show which led to
the classification shown above .' 7) The
differences in distance between stamps
were employed as a suitable
differentiating criterion . The printing
manner and color nuances were also
of help. From postal historic
documents'') it became obvious that
the Master of the Berne Mint, F.
Korn, had big problems with the
arrangement of the printing plates . The
individual cliches either shifted, sank
or became skewed again and again ;



Several questions remain for further clarification:

• Would it not be preferable to denote these color nuances as separate printings,
just as has been done for the Munich printings and to catalogue them
accordingly?

• Can such a division on the basis of printings be sufficiently substantiated for
the 1Fr value, 27D, or should we be content with two issues, analogous to
those shown for 26C : First printing on Munich paper . Second printing on
Zurich paper?

• Does not a third printing stage with intermediate cliche distance and uniform
arrangement of the cliches exist for the 10Rp value, 23C? 21) All readers of
" Postgeschichte " are called upon to provide answers to these questions . I am
looking forward to your opinions !
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1) More about this in following issues of "Postgeschichte".
2) See Urs Hermann, Strubeli : News from Helvetia Geneva 90, in "Post-

geschichte" Nr. 44, Page 5
(3) See the interesting comments of Hans F . Hunziker, especially regarding the

various printings of 23C, 26C and 22D. Hans F. Hunziker "Strubel" Bern 1986,
page 45

(4) See Max Hertsch, Zumstein Specialized Catalogue Switzerland-Liechtenstein,
23rd Edition, Bern 1982, Page 76

(5) It is remarkable that the years of issue for all four F-values are now shown to
be 1856/1857 . In the detailed description, the first dates for 22F (June 3rd,
1856) and for 25F (June 27th, 1856) are unchanged ; the first date for 24F has
been set back by a month to May 10th, 1857, probably the work of the
typography devil . On the basis of my own studies, reinforced by the experience
of other Strubel specialists, 24F use can be found as early as the fall of 1856.
More about this in a special article about Strubel use times . See also Hans
Hunziker, Op . Cit. p56.

(6) In my opinion it is precisely in the case of 23Aa where regular printing should
also be mentioned . Surely it has come to the attention of other Strubel
collectors how close this stamp comes to the G-issue printing manner.

(7) I would like to pose two interrogatories:
1. It is dangerous to place the B- issue under the heading "fine printing".
This would confirm Walter d'Aujourd'hui 's hypothesis that the
differentiating theory regarding fine and clearly printed Munich printings
on the one hand and indistinct to smudged Bern printings on the other,
is incorrect . A clear differentiation of A- and B- Strubels would thus be
almost impossible . See Walter d'Aujourd'hui, Switzerland, A new
Classification of the Strubel issue, Sitting Helvetia Imperforate,
1854-1862, Basel 1982 . Pages 14 and 23.
2. It is astounding that ordinary printing is not cited for 22B.

(8)

	

This change was made in accordance with the detailed discussion regarding F-
Strubel in Hans Hunziker"s "St rubel" ; see Hans Hunziker, Op. Cit . p .55

(9) See Hans F . Hunziker, Op . Cit . p.21.
(10) A detailed treatise on 27E follows!
(11) This would mean that the origin of the paper could be proved exactly . In effect,

there is a chemical test to ascertain starch content in paper . If the hypothesis
that Zurich paper shows significantly more starch content than the Munich
paper is correct, then the starch test would permit determination of the paper
supplier without doubt . But why does the Specialized Catalogue provide the
place of origin of the paper manufacture for 22C and 24D with a question
mark? And how can the existence of vertical Strubel Pairs with light and dark
red silk threads be explained In the face of the stringent division (light red:
Munich paper, dark red : Zurich paper)? Hans F. Hunziker mentions the light
red thread specifically as the first delivery of paper from Zurich . He also
assumes that 23E was printed on paper from "an der Sihl" . See Hans Hunziker,
Op . Cit . p.30 . A consideration of the paper question in depth is contemplated
for a later issue of "Postgeschichte"

(12) See Hans F . Hunziker, Op . Cit . p.32
(13) The expression "brown-red" is probably an error . The red-brown silk thread of

the 26C stamp is probably meant.
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(14) The last word has not been said on this subject . Above all, the "blue silk
thread" variety seems to have been given short shrift . See Hans Hunziker, Op.
Cit. p 31.

(15) The re-introduction of these varieties for the next edition has been taken note
of. At that time, recognition will have to be given to the fact that stamps without
silk thread (those that never had one) have traditionally been undervalued.
Among the thousands of Strubeli examined by me, I found several hundred with
double silk thread and only two specimens that never had a silk thread with
certainty . It is , thus, not correct that the variety "double thread" originated by
means of a shift of one of the threads in such a manner that the upper or lower
neighboring stamp was automatically left without one . In reality, stamps with
double thread originated due to a narrower placement of the threads (variety
silk threads far apart) or due to two threads having been stretched through the
same slot (rare variety very closely spaced double thread) . The existence of
stamps without silk thread is due to the breakage and non-replacement of the
thread during paper manufacture.

(16)

	

See Hans F. Hunziker, Op . Cit. p .45 ff
(17)	A detailed presentation of this new classification can be found in "Post-

geschichte" Nr . 44 p .5
(18)

	

See the highly informative letter from the Mint Master, F . Korn, dated March
18th, 1857, partially extracted in Hans F . Hunziker's book, Op . Cit . P .22

(19)

	

I cannot use sub-letters here since both color shades (26Ca and 26Cb) were
erroneously described as pale-green in the new Specialized Catalogue.

(20) Hans F . Hunziker does not mention any subdivision for 24D . The paper was
supposedly supplied by "an der Sihl" and the printing done in sheets of 25 . See
Hans F . Hunziker, Op . Cit . p .52 In the Specialized Catalogue this stamp is
mentioned as also existing printed on Munich paper, although followed by a
question mark.

(21)

	

The enormous size of issue of this stamp as well as its late use most probably
permit an affirmative answer to this question.
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Harlan F. Stone, A Book Review

1829-45 Basel-French Mail, by Hansuli Sieber,

Porti und Stempel aufgrund des Postvertrages Basel-Frankreich 1 .4 .1829 -

30.11 .1845 (Postage Charges and Handstamps According to the Postal
Convention Basel - France April 1, 1829 - November 30,1845) by Hansuli
Sieber, 1991, in German, 164 pages (328 pages numbered and printed on one
side), illustrations, 21 .3 x 29.9cm., soft cover, perfect-bound. Published by and
available from author at Postfach, CH-3312 Fraubrunnen, Switzerland . Price 45

Swiss francs plus postage.

The author is a well-known postal
history dealer, exhibitor and judge in
Switzerland, where he has acquired
and exhaustively studied a number of
early archives, correspondences and
collections . His research has led to
specialized articles adding new
information on different pre-stamp
postmarks used in Swiss cantons.

This, his first "book, " contains display
pages with fine photocopies of folded
letters bearing the often mystifying
handstamps and manuscript rate
notations that the subject postal treaty
required . Each page includes extensive
notations explaining the postal
markings and rate computations . The
opening pages of introductory text set
forth the convention ' s weight tables,
distance zones, money exchange rates
between French decimes and Swiss
kreuzers, and the names of the other
Swiss cantons served by the more
advanced Basel postal system.

Although narrow in focus, this book
answers a number of questions that
collectors of other European postal
history may stumble across. For
example, Aargau (Argovie in French),
one of the cantons whose mail passed
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through Basel, was the home of Isler
and Company of Wohlen, a
manufacturer of hat trimmings, which
received thousands of orders from
throughout Europe and beyond . It
helps to know how to "read" the two
rate notations that the Basel post
office invariably wrote in brown
crayon on these ubiquitous (and all
other Swiss-bound) letters . The smaller
amount was the sum in kreuzers of the
foreign charge (converted from
French decimes) and the Basel charge,
and the larger amount showed the total
postage including the Aargau charge in
kreuzers . Fairly simple, now that the
author has taught us the procedure.

Another interesting point : Although
the highest French charge on
French-origin letters to Switzerland
was 11 decimes from certain points on
the Atlantic coast, this mark appears in
the book on only one cover from
Bordeaux, which used the "11 .D" mark
incorrectly . Bordeaux is in the 9- or
10- decime zone, depending on which
French exchange office a letter passed
through on its way into Switzerland.

A third interesting point: The display
pages begin with five examples of the



very elusive boxed "LBpH" mark of
Basel standing for "Lettre de Bale
pour Huningue " (the opposite French
exchange office) . This mark indicated
no Basel charge on a letter going only
across the border to Huningue itself.

The author' s bibliography shows that
he started with the postal convention
itself, on file in the Basel cantonal
archives . He acknowledges help as
well from half a dozen other postal
historians, including Louis Vuille of
Switzerland, who has been researching
French - Swiss mail since at least the
1960s .

As an example of how a postal treaty
can illuminate covers, and how covers
can illustrate a treaty, this work is a
"real world" example for others to
follow.
The author has told this reviewer he
intends to publish similar studies of
the four other postal conventions for
the 1828/29 - 1845 period between
France and Swiss cantons : Bern
(represented by the private Fischer
Post), Neuchatel, Vaud and Zurich.
This is good news for collectors of
Swiss postal history, since there are
many covers still available from this
period.

Robert Gleichenhaus

A PROFILE OF A SWISS STAMP COLLECTOR

Our new President, ERNEST
BERGMAN, has a fabulous
background in Swiss Philately and an
interesting history to relate to the
readers of TELL.

Ernest, who lives in State College, Pa .,
is Professor Emeritus of Plant
Nutrition at Penn State University, the
Nittany Lions. He's an old-timer
joining the "Old Helvetia" back in
1947 and had to drop out for various
personal reasons ; however, he rejoined
the current AHPS in 1977 . He has
served on the Helvetia Library
Donation Committee, was Regional
Meeting Chairman, has exhibited his
Swiss material at various stamp
exhibitions, and is now serving as
President .

Ernest's interests in Swiss stamp
collecting is extensive . . .Pro Juventute,
Pro Patria, Surcharges, Pro Aero
Flight Covers, Mail in to and from
Switzerland as affected by World War
II, Internee Mail in Switzerland during
World War II, League of Nations,
Swiss U.N. Agencies and General
Switzerland . He had a Gold Medal
exhibit of the "Landscape Issues 1934-
48" which was stolen from his home
in 1990 (more about this episode later
in the article).

Bergman, who holds a Ph .D. degree,
has other philatelic pursuits, so you
can see that he is a busy individual,
indeed! He collects Orchids on
stamps, which no doubt ties in to his
educational field of plant nutrition, as
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well as United Nations, Israel, and
whatever comes down the pike, as he
tells it.

He served as President of local Mt.
Nittany Philatelic Society, State
College, Pa ., as a member of the APS
1962 Spring Meeting Exhibition
Committee, is annual SCOPEX Show
Chairman, as APS Chapter
representative and Club representative
to the Keystone Federation Stamp
Clubs and judges small shows, as time
allows.

Presently, he is Trustee on American
Philatelic Research Library Board
(APRL), Founder-member of APRL,
Life-member APS, was APS
Director-at-Large (1989-91) ; now on APS
Budget Committee, Expertizing
Committee of APS (Swiss material),
reviewer of literature for American
Philatelist, translator (German &
French) for APS Central Office and
APRL when needed . Ernest is also a
Member of Union of Swiss Philatelic
Societies, American Topical
Association, American Association of
Philatelic Exhibitors, Civil Censorship
Study Group.

Ernest relates the following story
which is quite fascinating . ..

"As a 5-year old boy, I started picking
stamps from a wastepaper basket in
my uncle 's office who at that time
worked for a large international
business in Germany . He too was a
stamp collector, as was my grandfather
with whom I was living at that time.
We also had a lot of family in
Switzerland, hence found many Swiss
stamps which attracted me. I also
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visited often in Switzerland until
moving there in 1936 by which time I
had already a nice Swiss collection.

"As High School students in
Switzerland, we could volunteer to sell
for the Pro Juventute Foundation
annually the newly issued Pro
Juventute stamps to friends,
businesses, etc. At that time, these
stamps were valid for postage for a
restricted time . As an incentive, we
got paid a certain percentage of our
sales for which in turn we could buy
mint, previous Pro Juventute issues if
still available (only one set per issue)
at the original sales price . This
enabled me to get perfect mint sets as
far back as 1918.

"In 1936, in light of what was going
on in Germany, Switzerland
desperately needed SFr . 50 Million
(about $12 Mill .!! at that time) for
armament . Hence the Swiss National
Defense Drive was conducted in
October 1936 and on the first Saturday
we as Boy Scouts sold on the streets
the special National Defense Fund
stamps and souvenir sheet (Scott B77-
80) but not B 80a . As a matter of
fact, the Defense Fund was
immediately oversubscribed . I still
have this set and the souvenir sheet,
but 80a had to wait to be bought by
me when I visited Switzerland as the
"rich" American later on . ..

When I came to the U .S . in 1946, I
soon discovered Gimbels Stamp
Department in New York and in 1948
I received an offer from them to buy
the first Pro Aero stamp issued in
1938 (Scott C 26) in mint condition
for $16! (Zumstein Spec . 1992 sfr .



22,500). At that time this was too
much money for me to spend for a
stamp when I worked for 85
cents/hour . Furthermore, according to
Zumstein this stamp was not sold in
mint condition but some "slipped
through" and I as a "greenhorn "
interpreted such a buy to be an illegal
one, so that one got away and I still
don't have it today . . . but I got the
next best one with the specimen
overprint.

"In 1949, the "old" Helvetia Society
sponsored the Switzerland Centenary
Stamp Exhibition at the National
Philatelic Museum in Philadelphia . I
exhibited for the first time some of my
material in three frames . This
exhibition contained the cream of
Swiss material from the collections of
the then leading Swiss collectors in
the USA. At that time I was
extremely proud of this . But now in
retrospect when I read this show
catalog and as a show chairman
myself, I feel very much embarrassed
that I entered because in my opinion
my material was not at that level but
nevertheless, that was my start to
exhibit and since then I received
anything from a certificate to gold.

"In 1980, when I was on an
assignment in Uruguay, I visited one
Sunday morning the weekly flea
market in Montevideo . There, at a
stand a man had stamps for sale and
as I would call it a lot of "junk" but
he had two perfect, cancelled Swiss
airmail stamps (Scott C 12a). In
checking the back, I realized that one
was C 12 and the other C 12a. When
I asked for the price, I was given the
equivalent of US $3 .00 . Naturally, I
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bought both of them and the seller
couldn't understand why both . I was
glad that in this case my Spanish
wasn't good enough to go into details
except telling him I collect
Switzerland but then I quickly
disappeared before he changed his
mind. ..

"I met a lot of collectors with the
same interest, some of them leaders in
Swiss philately and made a lot of
friends. Generally, Tell had some
excellent articles which gave me some
helpful information . Advertisement
for Swiss material gave me new leads
and sources. It also gave me the
opportunity to join over here the Swiss
Philatelic Union (VSPhV) which is
also very helpful to belong to when
visiting dealers and shows in
Switzerland and getting their excellent
journal ."

As related early in this article, Ernest
suffered the traumatic experience of a
burglary at his residence in 1990.
Until someone has lived through this
painful drama, it is impossible to
describe . It was a pure stamp robbery
and they took all his Swiss, German
and other material that was not in
another secure location . We have all
read about these robberies in the
various Stamp Periodicals, and have
read the " Words of Advice " from the
insurers of stamps, but these
comments from Ernest should serve as
a warning to all of you concerning the
seriousness of stamp burglaries:

"If you have some very specific items
in your collection and you have to
store them at home, have records of
these either in form of receipts,



photos, or copies. One never knows
when there will be a break-in . If they
have numbers on the back, like the
vending machine stamps of
Switzerland, record the numbers. As
a matter of fact, have a complete
inventory of everything you have and
keep it separate from your stamps.
For insurance purposes, for tracing
such scarce items, and your own
peace of mind, this is extremely
important. 1 know this is easy to say
and before they stole a large part of
my collection for which I had APS
insurance, I tried to keep track and
had pictures, some of which were even
published in Tell, but to date - 2½
years later, 1 have not seen anything
even closely resembling my material.
It is an eerie feeling when your house

is broken in and only stamps are taken
which tended to indicate that it was an
inside job. I never showed anybody
where l had my stamps stored in the
house, but because it was known that
I was on an overseas assignment, they
had all night long to go through the
whole house ."
Ernest has sage admonitions for all of
us, and he will be a very positive
force for AHPS. As he comments
with a sense of humor, "My wife tells
me every now and then that I am
stamp crazy and with the APS having
its headquarters in my town, I have
found a second home! After
collecting for 65 years with very lean
ones in between, I am very happy to
have this hobby and get away every
now and then from 'reality -

Auction 96

	

Prices Realized
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ROMPEX 93 Convention Awards

•A five-frame Strubel exhibit by Harlan Stone captures the AHPS convention
grand award at ROMPEX 93 in Denver on May 14-16 . It also earned the show's
grand award and thus qualifies for the APS World Series of Philately at
STaMpsHOW 39 in Houston on August 19-22.

•Winner of the AHPS runner-up gold medal was "Mail in, from and to
Switzerland as Affected by World War II," Ernie Bergman's 10-frame exhibit on
censorship practices . It also received a ROMPEX gold, the APS post-1940 and
the Military Postal History Society medals.

•The AHPS silver medal went to Jim Anderson for his seven-frame exhibit of
the Sitting Helvetia, which also took a ROMPEX gold and the Trans-Mississippi
Philatelic Society and Aurora Stamp Club awards.

•Ed Walton earned the AHPS bronze medal for eight frames of censored mail
from Switzerland during 1939-47 . It was also the recipient of a ROMPEX
vermeil medal.

Other AHPS exhibitors and their ROMPEX awards were:

•Jim Anderson, Switzerland's Soldier "Stamps " of World War I, vermeil.
•George Trabue, Strubel and Sitting Helvetia issues, vermeil.
•Dick Barton, William Tell, silver.
•Steve Turchik, Strubels, silver.
•Max Rheinberger, "Liechstenstein Flights of the Graf Zeppelin," silver.
•Rudy Schaelchli, "Liechtenstein Past and Present," silver-bronze.

In addition, Dick Barton displayed Sitting Helvetias in the show's special one-
frame section.

The jury included the two AHPS members who are accredited judges, Chuck La
Blonde and Bob Zeigler.

At the AHPS annual meeting, the members approved a significant change in the
criteria for the grand award . Now exhibits winning this award become eligible
again at the third following convention or after five years, whichever comes first.
Before this change, grand award winners remained ineligible forever . Members
said the old rule deprived future conventions of seeing world-class material.
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H.K.Heissinger

The 1880 Essays of Switzerland.

The recent holidays gave me time to
'clear my mind ' about the history of
some essays originating around 1880.
Studying literature available to me, I
found information in bits and pieces . I
decided to pull it all together and
slowly a picture of the historical
events emerged . If anyone sees it more
'clearly' or is able to add to it, I would
appreciate their input.

In 1879, Postal Authorities took steps
to replace the 'Sitting Helvetia ' with a
new series . It was supposed to be
printed using Typography. On

Oct. 24,1879, printer Muellhaupt
proposed to use recess printing
instead, but after some initial interest,
Postal Authorities dropped the project
due to the high printing costs
involved . Consequently, Prof . Carl
Hasert was asked on Nov. 12,1879, to
supply designs for typographed
stamps . Out of his 10 designs the one
we know today as 'Cross and
Numerals' was chosen. Work on the
dies started, but technical difficulties
kept delaying the project.

Due to these problems, Postal
Authorities approached Muellhaupt to
make another offer for recess printed
stamps, which he did on Aug. 7, 1880.
Another printing firm, Max Girardet,
also made an offer two days later.

During this time, a stamp collector
named A . Zschiesche wrote a letter to
the ' Schweizer Illustrierte Briefmarken
Zeitung', a well known stamp maga-
zine . For aesthetic reasons he was a
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strong proponent of recess printed
stamps and proposed a series where
each value would show a different
Swiss landscape . To illustrate his
point, he attached a drawing of an
imaginary landscape. If a different
landscape for each value should be too
expensive, then he proposed to use the
Ruetli landscape for all.

In 'The Amateur Collector' s ' magazine
'The Swiss Philatelist', Nos . 86/88 of
1984, R.F. Bulstrode describes an
interesting item:

" . . .Also in the author' s collection is an
artist's original in exactly the style of
the 1880 Ruetli item . This is
beautifully executed in apple-green
and white, the central scene appearing
to be an imaginary alpine scene . This
now seems probably to be Th . Mei-
ster 's work, though this cannot at
present be proved. . ."

Rather than Th . Meister 's work, I
believe this item to be A . Zschiesche ' s
original drawing which had been
attached to his letter.

Fig . 1
Alpine Scene

A. Zschiesche's letter was published in
the 'Schweizer Illustrierte Briefmarken



Zeitung', No. 8 of Oct. 22,1880. His
drawing was pictured also, but
following up on the writer's alternate
proposal, the imaginary landscape had
been replaced by a picture of the
Ruetli . The modification and the en-
graving had been done by Th . Meister,
an employee of the magazine.

This magazine's editor, R. Deyhle,
decided to come up with some pro-
posals also, and his employee Th.
Meister supplied engravings of two
more designs . Both these designs can
still be found on the market as '1880
Ruetli Oath Essay' (Zumstein
Handbook 1924 Fig . 45 and Guinand's
ES 63.2.01 Standing Helvetia
Handbook 1982 page 24) and as
'1880 Tell's Chapel Essay' . The first
one used elements of the 'Standing
Helvetia' designs, the second one used
elements of Zschiesche ' s design .

Both were pictured in the next issue of
above magazine . The article states that
Postal Authorities liked the
Ruetli-proposal of the previous issue and had
initiated engraving of a proof in this
design . This resulted in the '1880
Ruetli Essay'.

I believe P. Guinand to be incorrect in
his book ' Stehende Helvetia', where
Fig. 25 on page 24 is named 1880
Ruetli' . Picture and description show
the modification of the 1880 Ruetli,
which were made by Keller-Kehr in
1891.

Fig. 21880 Ruetli Oath Essay

Fig. 4
1880 Ruetli Essay

Fig. 3
1880 Tells Chapel Essay
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Fig. 5
1891 Ruetli Essay

Postal Authorities eventually decided
against all three proposals and asked
Muellhaupt on Nov. 20,1880 to provide
drawings for values of 20 and 25c
with the picture of Liberias, and of
40c, 50c and 1Fr with the picture
known as ' Standing Helvetia' .



Fig. 6Libertas Essay

From this point on, history is well
known. The Libertas design was never
issued and gave us the 'Liberias
Essays', while the Standing Helvetia
was issued on Apr. 1, 1882.

The first trials of 'Cross and Numeral'
wound up as 'Cross and Numeral
Essays, Schio 's group IA, Nos . 1-4
(with double framelines) and after
slight modifications as the typographed
series ' Cross and Numeral', also issued
on Apr. 1, 1882.

Fig. 7
Standing Helvetia Proof Fig. 8

Cross and Numeral Essay

with double frameline.

Literature:

• P . Guinand et al ., "Stehende Helvetia", Zumstein and Cie, 1982
• Articles by R .F . Bulstrode in the magazine "The Swiss Philatelist" by 'The

Amateur Collector LTD' -- London
• M. Schio, "Die Buchdruckausgabe 1882 im Ziffermuster", Zumstein and Cie,

1968
• "Spezial-Katalog und Handbuch ueber die Briefmarken der Schweizerischen

Eidgenossenschaft" Zumstein and Co, 1924 ♦
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AHPS Auction 97

For this auction, the Zumstein 1991 catalog values are converted to dollars at
SFr . 1 = $ .70.

Please send your bids to George Struble, 210 18th St . NE, Salem, OR 97301.
Closing date for bids is April 15.

Here's a little perspective on catalog prices vs . values . Our last auction included a
nice Strubel with four wide margins . Its Zumstein catalog value is $35, and the minimum
bid was $30, which sounds high to those of us who think of values in terms of percentage
of catalog . One of our members (you have seen his articles in Tell) phoned me to ask
"What's wrong with that stamp?" In fact, nothing! I sent him a xerox of it, and he bid
more than twice catalog . He is now the happy owner, and believes he got a great bargain.

A couple of you have asked me to limit your purchases to some amount . I am happy
to follow whatever instructions of that sort you give me . In the last auction I sent one
buyer his lots, and noted that though he was the only bidder on a particular one, I didn't
send it in order to stay under his limit. But if he wanted it, he could still have it . Ah
temptation ; he bought it. But it was his choice.

Auction 98 will appear in the November Tell ; get lots to me by September 10.
Please provide a good description of each item.

Lot Description

	

Value

Rayons

1

	

Z . 16II .1 .10 (Sc . 8 var .) Rayon II . Type 40, Stone E, Pos . RO. Thin paper
(Seidenpapier) . Fed . grill cancel . Wide margins three sides, cut into at left.
Min . bid $190

	

378 .00

2

	

Z . 17II (Sc . 10) Type 38, Stone B3, Pos. RU. Black fed . grill cancel . Frame
lines cut on three sides . Fresh color . Zeigler certif. Min . bid $120

	

245 .00

3

	

Z. 17II (Sc . 10) Type 28, Stone C1, Pos . LO . Black fed . grill cancel.
Margins just clear to adequate on all four sides ; fresh, without faults.
Zeigler certif. Min . bid $75

	

157 .50

Strubels

4

	

Z . 22B.b (Sc . 20) 5 Rp . light brown . Light fed . grill cancels . Three frame
lines, but cut very close to frame line at top . F-VF. Min . hid $38	 133.00

5

	

Z . 24B .b .2 .04 15 Rp. worn plate . F-VF . 3 frame lines and sheet margin
on right . Sharp grill cancel . Min . bid $50	 119.00)

6

	

Z. 26C (Sc . 29) 40 Rp. Three+ frame lines and margins. VF Min . hid $25 87.50

7

	

Z. 26C (Sc . 29) varieties : 2 .01 (missing frame line) and 2.05 (white spot to
the right of the head) . Basel cds . Two good margins, including top with the
missing frame line. Min . bid $60

8

	

Z . 27C (Sc . 30) 1 fr . Unused, 0G, HR, fresh color, cut in at bottom,
otherwise good margins. Rellstab certif. Min . bid $300

9

	

Z . 21G (Sc. 35) Black 9 JAN 63 VEVEY cancel . Rellstab certif : "Very
fresh color, small part of upper frame line slightly touched, otherwise very
good and wide margins all around ." Min . bid $325

10 Z. 22G (Sc . 36) 5 Rp . Unused, 0G . Four full margins and borders.
Fresh color . Superb . Min . bid $175
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115 .50

1050 .00

490.00)

168.00)



11 Z. 22G (Sc . 36) 5 Rp . Pair unused, 0G . The left stamp has four margins;
the right frameline of the right stamp is cut into. Fresh color. VF.
Von der Weid certif. Min . bid $240

	

420 .00

12 Z. 22G (Sc. 36) Four full frame lines, light diagonal straight line cancel.
Min . bid $10

	

11 .90

13 Z. 23G (Sc. 37) Four full frame lines, light cancel, bright color . Min. bid $9 10 .50

14 Z. 25G (Sc . 39) 20 Rp. Unused without gum . Fresh color, four good to
wide margins . VF. Relistab certif. Min . bid $140

	

385 .00

15 Z. 26G (Sc . 40) 40 Rp . light cds. Two frame laines and margins.
A couple of discolored spots on back . Mina bid $24

	

70.00

16 Z. 26G (Sc . 40) 40 Rp . green . Light circular cancel . Four frame lines.
Min . bid $45

	

70.00

Sitting Helvetia

17 Z. 29 .a (Sc . 42) 3-ct . black F-VF used, one short perf. Light Liestal SON
cds 1 .X .80 cancel very late usage . Min . bid $25

	

112 .00

18 Z. 36 (Sc . 50) 1 fr. F-VF used . Min . bid $25

	

91 .00

19 Z. 36a (Sc . 50a) 1 fr . gold-bronze . Light Zurich cds . F-VF. Min. bid $130 350 .0(1

20 Z. 42 .b (Sc . 58) 40 ct . full gray . F-VF, Lotzwyl 1879 cds . Min . bid $45

	

157 .50

21 Z. 43 (Sc . 59) 50 ct. lilac, F-VF used . Min . bid $16

	

45 .50

22 Z. 46 .1 .12 (Sc . 62) 10 ct . aniline rose ; double-print variety . Indistinct
23 .II.82 Rorschach cds cancel . One short perf, perfs into design at right
and bottom, no other faults . Zeigler certif. Min . bid $120

	

319 .90

23 Z. 51 (Sc . 67) 50-cent . Cancel : A&E Group 99 Boxed "Geneve Transit".
Zeigler certif : "minor thinning, otherwise fresh and intact . Cancellation
appears genuine, though date of use cannot be determined ." F-VF centering.
Min . bid $190

	

437 .50

Standing Helvetia and UPU

24 Z. 67A .1 .29 (Sc . 83 var .) 25-cent . double-print. F centering. Min . bid $150

25 Z. 69C F-VF, Geneva cds . Min . bid $50

26 Z. 66E .2 .04 20 Rp. orange, "7th star" variety . Perfs into design at left,
neat cds . Min . bid $20

27 Z. 89A.2 .41 40 Rp. Luzern SON cds, and diagonal orange crayon mark.
Perfs into design at right . Min . bid $75

28 Z. 77C .1 .13 (Sc . 101) MNH horiz . pair. Variety : 12th vertical perf. shifted
to left . Perfs into design at left . Min . bid $5

	

14 .70

29 Z. 92C .2 .55 (Sc . l 1 la var.) 3 fr . Neat cds . F. Min . bid $75

	

210.00

More recent issues

30 Z. 120-22 (Sc . 164-6) Bust of Helvetia. MNH, F-VF, plus Z. 133 (Sc . 187)
used. Min . bid $45

31 Z. 120-22 (sc . 164-6) 10-15 cent. Mint, HR. 120 thinned . 122 with F
centering, missing perf. Min . bid $25
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119 .00

36 .00

189 .00

103 .25

92 .75



32 Z. 122 (Sc . 166) 15-cent . M, HR. F centering . Min . bid $23

	

87 .50

33 Z. 12611 (Sc . 167) 10-cent block of 4 with one central cds cancel
and part of a second . F-VF. Min. bid $20

	

56 .00

34 Z. 163-6 (Sc . 200-203) 90c-2fr shield . MNH, VF. Min . bid $230

	

467 .25

35 Z. 165z (Sc . 202a) 1 .50 fr. F-VF block of 4 with single clear cds cancel.
A couple of short perfs . Min . bid $45

	

122 .50

36 Z. 166 (Sc . 203) vertical pair with 166 .2 .01 (rounded corner of cross) F-VF.
Single cancel . Min . bid $40

	

63 .70

37 Z. 177 (Sc . 209) 3 fr. M, HR . F-VF Min . bid $60

	

168 .00

38 Z. 179 (sc . 185) 10 fr . green, SON cds . F-VF. Min . bid $15

	

56 .00

39 Z. 185-90 (Sc . 210-15) Disarmament . MLH, VF. Min . bid $38

	

145 .20

40 Z. 209y (Sc . 236) 40-cent block of 4 with single central cancel . VF.
Min . bid $25

	

70.00

41 Z. 218w.2 .01 (Sc . 286a) 1942 10 fr. M, 0G, with some disturbed gum.
Double print in "10" and "TIA" . Zeigler certif: "fresh and without faults ."

	

98 .00

42 Z. 251 (Sc . 278) on Verge paper (1 .09) and double transfer (2 .01) . Rare
combination MLH, VF centering . Zeigler certif . Min . bid $250

	

155 .40

Covers

43 Z. 349-50 (Sc . 376-7) on clean addressed registered FDC . Min . bid $12

	

28 .00

44 Z. 1920 Pro Juv . (+ additional 7 1/2 cent) + 2x128, 108, 1 1 I , 124 . 137
on registered cover 13 .XII .20 Zurich to Wien . Min . bid $88

	

212 .80+

45 Z. WI 25-28 (Sc . B25-28) 1923 Pro Juv . (+ additional 5 ct.) on22.XII.23
registered Zurich to Hannover. Min . bid $68

	

180.00

46 Z. WI 29-32 (Sc . B29-32) 1924 Pro Juv . (+ additional 5 ct .)10.I.25
registered cover Zurich to Hannover Min. bid $33

	

71 .75

47 Z. WI 33-36 (Sc . B33-36) 1925 Pro Juv . (+ additional 5 ct .) 30.XII .25
registered cover Zurich to Hannover Min . bid $32

	

71 .75

48 Z. WI 37-40 (Sc . B37-40) 1926 Pro Juv . (+ additional 5 ct.) 30 .XII .26
registered cover Zurich to Hannover Min . bid $30

	

71 .75

49 Z. WI 57-60 (Sc . B57-60) 1931 Pro Juv . on 3.XII .31 Kreuzlingen to
Konstanz . 5- and 10-cent stamps at top of cover show wear . Min . bid $28

	

77 .00

50 Z. WI 93-96 (Sc . B106-9) 1940 Pro Juv . on registered FDC "Via Lissabon"
to Washington, D .C. Min . bid $170

	

196 .00

51 Z. WI 97-100 (Sc . B112-15) 1941 Pro Juv. registered FDC to Canada,
with censor tape . Min . bid $160

	

227 .50

52 Z. WI 117-20 (Sc. B158-61) 1946 Pro . Juv . registered FDC to England,
with Schweiz . Postmuseum cancel . Min . bid $135

	

175 .00

53 Z. WI 121-4 (Sc . B166-9) 1947 Pro Juv . Registered FDC to Newark, NJ
Min . bid $110

	

157 .50

54 Z. WI 133-7 (Sc. B 196-200) 1950 Pro Juv. registered FDC to Georgia.
German cancel . Min . bid $170

	

238 .00

55 Z. WI 143-7 (Sc . B217-21) 1952 Pro Juv . on registered cacheted FDC
to New York Min. bid $40

	

87 .50
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56 Z. F III/B .11a First flight cover to Sao Paulo, franked with two Z . F 44c,
addressed to Luzerne, PA! Min . bid $45

	

70 .00

Tete-beche . ..

57 Z. K7II (Sc . 152a) Tete-beche Tell boy type II ; VF, MNH, perfect centering.
Min . bid $175

	

297 .50

58 Z. K7II (Sc . 152a) MNH, VF. Min . bid $120

	

297 .50

59 Z. K7II (Sc. 152a) Single cds. F-VF. Comes with photo of registered
cover from which the pair was taken. Min. bid $300

60 Z. Z23, 24 Se-tenant pairs . F-VF, MNH . Minor gum disturbance on one
stamp. Min . bid $45

61 Z. W III 7 and 5 (similar to Sc . B79 and B 77) in gutter pair from uncut
pair of two 1936 Herdsman sheetlets (Z . W III 8) F-VF, MNH, minor
gum stain on #7. Unusual item! Min. bid $175

62 Z. S17 and S17 .2 .01 in block of 4 . VF, MNH. Min . bid $100

	

144 .20

Air

63 Z. F8-10 (Sc . C8-10) 45, 50, 65-cent. VF used . Min . bid $20

	

47 .60

64 Z. F13 (Sc . C15) 2 fr . F-VF, MH . Min . bid $80

	

308 .00

65 Z. F35 (Sc . C35) 1941 Pro Aero overprint . VF used . Min . bid $12

	

29 .75

Pro Juventute, Pro Patria . ..

66 Z. W I 6 (Sc . B6) F-VF MLH . Min . bid $52

	

182 .00

67 Z. W I 18-20 (Sc . B 18-20) 1921 Pro Juv . F-VF used, with a few pulled
perfs . Min . bid $16

	

77 .70

68 Z. WI 21-24 (Sc . B21-24) 1922 Pro Juv . F-VF used . Min. bid $24

	

84 .00

69 Z. W I 27 .1 .1 .09 (Sc . B27 var .) 1923 Pro Juv . 20+5 cent . Double-print
of red . MH, F-VF . Zeigler certif. Min . bid $80

70 Z. WI 93-104 (Sc . B106-9, 112-15, 120-23) 1940-42 Pro Juv . F-VF used.
Min . bid $12

71 Z. W II 3-7 and 5a (or c?) 1940 Pro Patria, including light red shade.
F/VF used . Min . bid $25

Officials and International Agencies

72 Z. D I 4 .2A .03 10-ct . IKW with broken "g" . F-VF M, disturbed gum.
Min . bid $25

	

42 .00

73 Z. D II 57 (Sc . 030) Block of 4 on official cover . Stamps VF . Min . bid $25 84 .00

74 Z. D IV 84-94 (Sc . 3083-93) 1950 BIT MLH, VF . Min . bid $30

	

163 .45

75 Z. D V I-VIII BIE 1940 fore-runners . MNH, VF . 1 and III have a little
gum-side oxidation . Min . bid $35

	

67 .55

76 Z. D V IV full sheet of 12 . MNH, superb . Min . bid $80

	

134 .40

77 Z. D V V, VI, VIII VF with neat Geneva cancels Min . bid $50

	

84.00)
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78 Z. D VII 1-20 (Sc . 701-20) F-VF used . 20-ct . is broken "U" variety:
5-10 fr. backstamped . Min . bid $320 835 .10

79 Z . D VIII 1-8 (Sc . 601-8) Int'l . Refugee Org . MLH, F-VF. Min . bid $65 224 .00

Postage Due and Franchise

80 Z. P 18AK 10 ct. with neat circular Neuchatel 13 .XI .85 cancel . F, all perfs
clear of border . Min . bid $20 31 .50

81 Z. P21B .bK (Sc. J27 var.) Basel 1887 cds . Zeigler certif: "fresh color
and properly canceled ; perfs into design at right; one short perf at lower
left" Min . bid $120 175.00

82 Z. P21C .c .IIK (Sc. J27a) 100-cent light yellow-green . Lausanne 1889 cds
+ blue crayon . Small thin on perf, o/w F-VF. Min . bid $40 122 .50

83 Z . P21C .c.IIK (Sc . J27a)

	

100-cent light yellow-green .

	

1887 cancel . VF
Min . bid $58 122 .50

84 Z . P 42-53 (Sc . J48-59) F-VF, MNH Min . bid $31 56 .70

85 Z . PP11B (Sc . S10a) 5-Rp . Franchise without control number . M, HR.
F-VF Min . bid $38 77 .00

Miscellaneous

35 .0086 Z. MH WI 12 1963 Pro Juv . booklet . VF Min . bid $19

87 38 PTT Faltblatter nos . 102/151 (1971-77) Min . bid $40
(1984 Ersttag & Spezialkatalog) 148 .00

88 PTT Dignitary Presentation booklet of Z. 281-4 (Sc . 312-15) Each stamp
represented by two blocks of 4, one mint, one with a special 1 .111 .48
"100 Jahre Bundesstaat" cancel . Min . bid $20

Members' Mini - Ads
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Charles J . LaBlonde

In Search of a Railroad

A recent SVP Bulletin had the cancel of the railroad station Borex-Arnex on the
cover (Figure 1), with a request for more information . This seemed an
interesting challenge, which Michael Rutherfoord and I took up on the brilliant
Sunday of 25 April 1993.

Figure 1

Old railroad maps show a local train line from Nyon to Bellegarde, mostly on
the French side of the border via Divonne, Gex, Thoiry and Collonges (Figure
2) . The stations in Switzerland were:

-Nyon
-Eysins-Signy
-Borex-Arnex
-Crassier-La Rippe
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Figure 2

Since we were
already spending
the weekend in
Geneva, we took
the lake steamer
("Montreux, "
Figure 3) from
Geneva to Nyon,
then a post bus
to Crassier on
the French
border . The
Swiss border
guard must have
been having a
slow day be-
cause he used
his remote ter-
minal to check
on Michael, pre-
sumably in some
data base in
Bem. There is
probably a
special section
for "crazy phila-
telists! "

Anyway, we passed inspection and crossed into
France, where we found signs of the old train line
in the form of a rusty overpass and some
embankments.

On foot, we walked through a farmer's field
back into Switzerland and found the station in
Crassier (see cancel Crassier-La Rippe, Figure 4,
which was Number 171 in the old SBB listing).
From there we walked the former train line to a site
midway between Borex and Amex . The rubble at
the site made it obvious that a train station
had once stood there . . . part of the platform could still be seen . The cancel from
that station was Number 88 in the old system (Figure 5)

Further investigation revealed where the train line had been severed, just outside
of Eysins, across the street from a vineyard . Within Eysins itself the line was
still very active, feeding an industrial area.
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Figure 6

The 6 kilometer walk, which
ended back in Nyon (Figure 6)
was invigorating and
enlightening . . . and sad, to see
the remnants of the glory days
of the railroad.

NOTE: Please check your
holdings for the station cancel of
Eysins - Signy .

(I had the pleasure to visit with Michael Rutherfoord, in Switzerland where we
discussed modern philately and how to present it to our readers . One of the things
which interests me as your editor . Chuck LaBlonde has mentioned Michael frequently
in his reports and stories, the most recent here and one regarding razor-blade cancels;
in May 93 Tell on page 102. The picture below shows Michael Rutherfoord with a
original deCoppet Canceler made by Güller located close by .)

Announcement

A Special Deal is offered by Stanley Gibbons to AHPS members ; which now
provides a new edition Italy & Switzerland catalogue.

"The 4th edition will be published on 25th June and will normally be priced at
£16 .95 . An offer to members of AHPS is available under the terms of which
they can obtain this catalogue at £14 .95 or U .S .$25, post free by surface mail ."
Interested members send check to Dick Hall AHPS secretary, address on page
122. Cutoff date August 15, 1993.
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M. Rutherfoord
DID YOU KNOW?

- that Johannes Müller of Bern has issued, in 1991, a full-color priced catalogue
of all Pro Patria stamps, postcards to 1960, lapel badges, coins and medallions,
and all slogans, special cancels and MPO cachets, not forgetting stamp booklets.
A very useful reference booklet, that contains unique information.

- that the PTT has jumped on the 'Pin' (lapel badges) bandwagon fast with
reproductions of various stamps in metal . The first was the 90c Comics,
followed by the Sport and Circus stamps, but the most attractive ones are the PJ
Cantonal Arms replicas . Some of the classics are also available . Order direct
from the PTT Philatelic Bureau in Bern.

- that the PJ organization will issue not only their five 1992 Woodland stamps
in pin form (in an attractive case for 45-fr), but also the 50c Melchior as a 15-fr
(10+5) phonecard for their 80th anniversary.

- that Georg Landau of Samen has produced a remarkable 3-volume A4 work on
the 'Postal History of Obwalden' photocopied in a very limited edition ; I saw the
PTT library copy . He has spent years going through all the local newspapers for
the past 100 years to glean information on each and every PO in the half-canton.
His own considerable philatelic knowledge has helped, postmarks and many other
items of interest are included, all very fully illustrated . A good example for
other cantons.

- that to match the private mail distributors the PTT has had to relax its 20 kg
limit and now accepts parcels up to 30 kg, for 26-fr, and in steps of 80c per
kilogram.

- that at the recent SVP meeting in Zofingen Jacques Hänsler of Morges gave a
fascinating talk on his research on the first Swiss machine cancellations, those
with letters C, D, R & T in the flag, as expected no logical pattern could be
found. His travels around European flea markets, thousands of kilometers
including Lisbon, proved his philatelic dedication, and he was usually successful
too with his finds . See the illustration below.
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PRO PATRIA 1993

Swiss Folk Art
The four-year series of stamps devoted to Swiss arts and crafts begun last year is continued
with a new set. The complete cycle will present a cross-section of Switzerland's rich legacy of
folk art. The series includes the widest possible range of materials and techniques . The 1993
stamps depict objects made of glass, metal, straw, wood and paint.
Ninety percent of the proceeds from the premium on these stamps will go to the 1992 National Day
Collection to be used by recognized nonprofit institutions concerned with the promotion and pres-
ervation of Swiss cultural life and heritage and filling gaps in Switzerland's social-security network.
In 1993, this share of the proceeds is earmarked mainly for selected social programmes designed
to help integrate the unemployed and alleviate social hardship in weak sections of the population.
The remaining 10 percent is earmarked for special cultural or social projects on a national scale.

60+30 c. Appenzell dairyman's earring (Appenzell Ethnographic Museum, Stein,
Canton Appenzell)
The typical earring (Ohreschuefe) worn by the men who traditionally combined the func-
tions of herdsman and cheesemaker is in two parts . The clip, for some unknown reason
called a Schlang or snake (there are no snakes in Appenzell), is worn permanently in the
right ear. The decorative pendant dangling by its elegant little handle from a

figure-of-eight hook is a miniature replica of the creamer used in dairies. Made of goldplated silver,
it is worn on festive occasions.

60+30 c . Flühli glassware (Local Museum, Langnau, Emmental)
In the 18th and 19th centuries the wooded areas of the Entlebuch (Canton Lucerne) and
upper Emme (Canton Bern) valleys were known for their production of not only flat glass
but also large quantities of glass vessels . Tumblers, bottles and jugs in all shapes and
sizes were richly cut, ground and enamelled . Today the products are named after the
small town of Flühli . The cylindrical bottle in clear glass shown on the stamps dates
from the year 1738 . The enamel painting depicts a leaping stag in a framework of foliage
and tendrils.

80+40 c . Poya, transhumance (Gruyères Museum, Bulle)
In Gruyères, as in other parts of Switzerland, the end of May is the time when the
cows are driven up to the summer pastures in a process called transhumance . This
special event in the herdsmen's lives is celebrated in song (the «Ranz des vaches»)
and depicted in »poyas», large wall-paintings that adorn numerous farmhouses in
the region . The stamp shows part of a work by Sylvestre Pidoux (1800-1871), the best-
known artist of the genre. The complete original is 50 x 411 cm (1 ft . 8 in. x13 ft . 6 in .)
in size.

100+40 c . Straw hat ornament (Freiamt Straw Museum, Wohlen)
Straw, a seemingly worthless and now forgotten material, was for two hundred years the
basis of a flourishing industry. Its origins can be traced to the Freiamt region of
Canton Aargau in the 16th century. After 1880, straw-working developed into the main-
stay of the economy in the Freiamt and the nearby Seetal . When hats went out of
fashion in the second half of the 20th century, the industry was doomed . The creation
shown in the stamp consists of rosettes, braided flowers and other straw ornaments
stitched together.
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