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Mark M . Cassidy

Retired Army Lt . Col . Mark M. Cassidy, 88, of Camdenton, MO .,
and formerly of Severna Park, MD, died Sunday, October 17th from
injuries received in a fall at his home.

Colonel Cassidy began collecting stamps in 1917 and was a life mem-
ber of the Baltimore Philatelic Society . He served the BPS in many
capacities including president, secretary and a long time member of the
Board of Governors . Cassidy was one of the group who was deeply
involved in the BPS' acquisition of its own quarters in 1961 . He is well
known for his work as editor of the Baltimore Philatelist . Under his
care, the club's publication won the American Philatelic Society's
Chapter Publications Award in three consecutive years, a record yet
to be matched . He subsequently served as a judge for the award. In
1972 Cassidy retired to Missouri . However, each year he returned to
Baltimore for BALPEX where he served as Master of Ceremonies for
the Awards Banquet.

The Baltimore Philatelic Society is planning a special tribute to Mark
Cassidy in the January issue of the Baltimore Philatelist.

Mark's interest in stamps was varied and he formed a number of fine
collections . He was a life member of the American Philatelic Society
and was active in the Germany Philatelic Society, the British Carib-
bean Study Group and the American Helvetia Philatelic Society.

A native of Kansas City, MO, he attended St . Mary's College in
Kansas and the University of Maryland. The funeral was on October
14 in Camdenton, MO . He was buried at Arlington National
Cemetery in Virginia where graveside services were held on October
19th.

Survivors include his wife of 48 years, Dorothy, two sons, three
daughters, 13 grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.

Joseph E. Foley
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Robert D . Gleichenhaus

A PROFILE OF A SWISS STAMP COLLECTOR

The best way to describe the efforts
which Charles J . LaBlonde has
rendered to A.H.P .S. would be
"Service Beyond the Call of Duty" . A
Charter Member and active
participant since the start of the organi-
zation in 1975, retired Colonel
LaBlonde is now serving as Vice
President of Sencoom Corporation
residing in Chelmsford, Massa-
chusetts.

His first experience was as Secretary
of A.H.P .S . and subsequently served
as President for four years! Chuck
was first ever A.H.P .S . Grand Award
Winner, and has been a frequent
TELL contributor as author and
translator.

He is an American Philatelic Society
accredited judge for Switzerland
material . He organized the A.H.P .S.
Convention in Boston, and has been
an award winning exhibitor in the
U.S ., UK and in Switzerland.

Every Swiss stamp collector has a
conventional interest in filling out
the empty spaces in his albums, but
Chuck goes for the unusual in his
philatelic pursuits . His choices are
Geneva Postal History, all Swiss
cancels, especially machine cancels
and censored mail from Switzerland
to North America in World War II
only. His literature collection is to
be envied, and he has quite a
grouping of Swiss railroad cancels .

When asked how he got started in
collecting Swiss material, he said, "I
started as a general collector,
gravitating to Switzerland, due to
nice looking stamps. I bought a
stampless cover for $1.00 once . . . it
turned out to be a Geneva postmark,
so I've been into Geneva ever since ."

Chuck explains he enjoys meeting the
people of A .H.P .S . at stamp shows
and exhibiting both in the U .S .,
U .K., and Switzerland. He gets a
kick out of searching for postal
history in the trash cans in the
Geneva post offices . He has been
doing research in the PTT Library in
Bern, and has been uncovering new
information about Geneva . Like
many Swiss devotees, he enjoys
seeing the Swiss National Collection
in the PTT Museum.

Chuck believes that A.H.P .S . is the
focus of Swiss collecting in the
English speaking world, and is an
information exchange forum . It's the
way to stay in contact with other
Swiss collectors, and very
importantly, the Sales Circuits always
bring good things to those who
participate.

His philosophy on Swiss Collecting is
revealing, "For better or worse,
everything Swiss is well-catalogued,
Swiss material is very well 'organized'
and there is enough philately in
Switzerland for every interest. It
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may be a small country, but it's a
philatelic giant . . . there's truly
something for everyone . Chuck
sagely comments, "Often people
complain to A.H.P .S . that Swiss
collecting is too 'specialized', that
TELL is also too specialized.

Perhaps many take up Swiss Philately
thinking that it will be a limited,
simple task to 'be complete' but the
collecting and postal history of
Switzerland is very deep indeed. A
good example is Airmail . . . . one might
ask how a tiny country like Switzer-

land can have so much to offer the
Airmail collector. Well, the Swiss
Airmail Catalogue is around 400
pages and growing! Swiss Aerophi-
lately is a lifetime avocation . . . not
bad for a tiny country!"

Let's all salute Colonel Charles J.
LaBlonde for the service he has
rendered to A.H.P .S. and to the
pleasurable hobby of collecting the
stamps of Switzerland. He has won
over 60 medals and awards for his
exhibits and has won the admiration
of his fellow Swiss philatelists.

Announcement

Please be reminded that the American Philatelic Society's library APRL
(American Philatelic Research Library) has an approximate holding of 200
books pertaining to Swiss material, excluding the journals . There are about five
feet of Swiss items from the clipping file of the late Ernie Kehr . There are also
further items which have not been indexed as yet . Naturally any donations of
books etc. are always welcome by APRL; however, before sending journals
one should check with the APRL librarian Gini Horn if they are needed and
could be used for collection . Any inquiry should be addressed to APRL, P .O.
Box 8338, State College PA 16803.
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Charles J. LaBlonde

WHAT'S "PHILATELICALLY" NEW IN SWITZERLAND

A FIRSTHAND REPORT

During an October trip to Switzer-
land I was struck yet again with the
immense amount of philatelic activity
taking place in such a small country.
With your permission I would like to
share some of this activity with you.
I believe there is something here for
all levels of Swiss collector as well as
all types of specialist.

As with most kinds of travel, it's
more fun and more productive when
one has a good, knowledgeable guide.
My guide was Michael Rutherfoord,
an old friend, and a well-known
Swiss postmark expert . And, as an
extra bonus, our travel companion
was Douglas Muir, Curator of the
National Postal Museum in London.
Herewith the highlights of the trip
and their implications for collectors
of Swiss material.

The A and B Post

The Swiss PTT is determined to
make the year-and-a-half old A and B
postal system work . Recall that A
post is for priority items which are
to be delivered the day after posting,
while B is for less critical items
which can afford to be underway for
3 - 4 days . Swiss domestic rates are 50
cts for B and 80 cts for A . As regards
mail to the USA, for example, the B
rate is 80 cts and the A rate is 1 .60
francs.
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The PTT goal is to have about 25%
A post . I understand the current
number is closer to 17%. The
problem, of course, is to sort the
daily mail stream into A and B.
Businesses can be trained to sort their
mail, but mixed items collected from
post boxes are a bit more difficult.
Last December, the PTT issued the A
and B stamps, as a first step towards
sorting the two classes. But how does
one get people to use the stamps?
(Note that some have criticized the
PTT for not making the A stamp
blue, to match the blue Airmail or
Prioritaire labels . . .this would ease
visual sorting .)

Now the system is about to change
again, in a revolutionary manner . On
1 February 1993 the (domestic) B rate
will be raised from 50 cts to 60 cts.
By lowering the price differential
between A and B, more people
should "think A" while, at the same
time, the B post will make more
money. New stamps will be issued
for A and B (Figure 1).

As you can see, the stamps will have
a bar code built right into the design,
which will allow for optical sorting
of the A and B post . The A stamp
(again blue, with just the letter A)
will have 23 teeth and the B (red,
mountain scene) 21 teeth . The teeth



are printed in the same color as the
stamp.

All of this raises some questions . If
the system is really to work, will all
future Swiss stamps have these bar
codes? How about the Framas . ..
meters . . . semi-postals? It looks like
the B stamp will be issued in a
booklet . . .what will become of all the
current machines designed to sell the
5 franc Postman booklet? (See below
for some news on this item .) We
discovered that many of the booklet
machines have already been removed.
How will postcards be handled? If
the mail can be separated optically,

Figure 1

can the tagging (fluor) be omitted?
And where will this sorting be
done . . . Swiss mail is not now
optically sorted (see below for partial
answer to this)? Finally, how about
the ubiquitous two-slot coil stamp
vending machines selling 50 ct and 10
ct stamps? The next 6 - 12 months
will be very interesting.

The Framas --

These devices (named after the
company that makes them) are truly
everywhere now. In many cases they
have already replaced the two-slot
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coil stamp vending machines noted
above . Anyone wanting to know

more about the Frama stamp
machines, see the article in Tell,
September 1992, Page 164 . Most of
the Framas we tried were in service
and operating correctly (except the
machine in the main lobby of
Geneva 2 Cornavin was out of
service for three straight days) . There
is a wide variety in the color,
intensity and "cleanness" of the image
from one machine to another. And
not all machines are using the new
yellow paper design yet . In fact the
Frama at the PTT museum still had
gray paper.

Figure 2



For cancel collectors the Frama
stamps are perfect, with their very
light and unobtrusive design . Even
the faintest cancels stand out very
nicely (see Figure 2 for some
samples) . To philatelically document
your travels in Switzerland you need
only a handful of 5 ct Frama stamps
and a package of A6 cards to stick
them on. A smile and a few friendly
words in nearly any combination of
languages usually results in a nice
cancel, as shown . (Yes, the train
stations will give cancels on weekdays
too .)

Razor BladeCancels –

Now here is a story! These strange
cancels (sample in Figure 3) have
intrigued Swiss postmark collectors
for many years . The types, varieties
and period of use have been studied
by many and periodically published
(see the SVP Bulletin of 5/91 for the

latest published list) . But the question
of just what these cancels were has
never been answered, at least until
now.

A fantastic collaborative effort
between Mrs . Bidmead in the United
Kingdom and Michael Rutherfoord
has now established the complete
story surrounding these cancels,
"within 99.99% accuracy" to quote
Rutherfoord.

In the basement of the PTT Library
we found, in the annual records of
the PTT for 1898 - 1903, complete
evidence of the design, manufacture,
distribution, use and repair of these
unique postmarks . In a series of huge,
musty books one can find entries for
every action taken by the PTT, every
day of the year . The dates of distri-
bution for the razor blade cancels
correspond perfectly with the earliest
dates of use found by collectors.

Figure 3
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Now, to learn the entire razor blade Publications --
story, you will need to refer to the
Helvetia Newsletter . All I can say A highlight of the trip was a visit
here is that the story revolves around with Roland Kohl, publisher of the
a man named de Coppet .

	

Swiss Airmail Handbook . This year,

Figure 4
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for the first time ever, the entire
catalog was prepared by Mr. Kohl on
a Macintosh computer . The gray
Handbook is nearly half again as
thick as its pink-covered predecessor
and twice as thick as the earlier
yellow version which I was still
using . The amount of information in
this publication is truly fantastic . . .and
it is, as usual, very well organized for
easy reference.

A new section in this catalog, not
found in previous editions and
generated through much collabora-
tion between Kohl and Rutherfoord,
involves "airmail" vs. "airport"
cancels (see Figure 4) . It sounds
simple, right? The former were used
on mail which left the ground, while
the latter were used at airport post
offices, on anything mailed there . I
can assure you, it did not work out
quite this clearly!

The magnificent Handbook can be
purchased for 60 francs from the
Swiss Airmail Club (SAV), Hubrain-
strasse 22, CH-8124 Maur.

Soon to appear will be an entirely
new K cancel catalog (Figure 5) . It
will be in A5 format and will be
bound . Supplements are not planned.
The manuscript I saw seemed ready
for the press, except for some
required work on the valuation of
the cancels . Watch for it (price not
yet determined).

Want to understand the K cancels
better and know what each one
means? The Swiss Topical Collectors
Club (SMV) publishes a fine series of
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Figure 5

books by Dr. Ernst Schlunegger
which describes the details of every K
cancel ever issued . For each cancel
one gets a description of the picture,
the origins of the town name, a
description of the town coat of arms,
history of the town, any special
sights in the town and a reference list
for anyone wanting yet more
information. The fourth volume
appeared this year and updated the
set to K 1338. I believe the earlier
three volumes are still available . To
order, contact Siegfried Schlesiger,
Brühlbergstrasse 20, CH-8400
Winterthur . Volume I costs 10 francs,
Volume II 15 francs, Volume III 25
francs and the current Volume IV 15
francs.

Protest –

Recall that Switzerland issued a set of
three "Comics " stamps on 22 May
1992 . For foreigners who don ' t
follow Swiss comic strips the set did
not have much impact . But, the 90 ct
value (Zumstein 830, Figure 6) is
certainly causing ripples within
Switzerland . It seems 20 female



Figure 6

members of the Swiss Parliament
protested the "bustiness" of the two
figures on the stamp as exploiting
women. As near as I could tell the
stamps were still on sale normally at
the philatelic bureaus, but some post
offices seemed to have been "out of
stock ." What next? Nobody seems to
know. . .but I bought a sheet of the
stamps, just in case . For a tongue-in-
cheek treatment of the whole
situation, see "Der Aushang " #25.
Thomas Galliker notes that the
earlier 2 .00 franc stamps (Zumstein

688 and 689, Figure 7) were definitely
"bustier!" Another tempest in a
teapot . . .or perhaps in a fondue pot!

The New Sihlpost in Zurich —

This shiny new post office is tucked
behind the old Sihlpost . . .in fact, the
windows for customer service are still
in the old building and will remain
so . All of the mail processing is done
in the new building.

At the heart of the letter processing
are two Japanese NEC canceling,
facing, sorting machines, the first in
Switzerland (see Figure 8) . The mail,
direct from collection boxes, enters a
large rotating drum with slits in the
side. Letters fall through the slits (up
to 5 mm thick) and pass through a
number of steps to assure the stamp
is in the right position for canceling.
(Anyone desiring to discuss such
esoteric details as to how the letters
are turned into the right position for
postmarking will need to contact me
separately . I assure you, the system is
quite ingenious!)

The machines have only one 28mm
cancel head (Figure 9) and can
process up to 26000 letters per hour,

Figure 7
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Figure 9

although they are only doing about
15000 now. One machine runs a
slogan, the other runs the wavy lines,
0 .2 .22 . The machines then sort the
mail by size (B5, C6/5, C6) into bins.

But there is also something new and
exciting here . Recall the above
discussion of the new A and B stamps
with bar coding? The two NEC
machines in the Sihlpost have
Austrian manufactured laser sorting
devices already installed . After 1
February 1993, these machines can
optically sort A and B mail . The 8
output bins of the machines will be
used as follows : 3 A post (sorted by
size), 3 B post (sorted by size), 1 for
post check envelopes (the famous
little yellow covers) and 1 for misfits .

Three other cancel machines (22mm
crown) are also used in the new
Sihlpost, all PTT modifications of the
old Flyer machines from the USA.
One is used for PP and PP A mailings
(Figure 10) . One is used for regular
mail with a slogan cancel and the
third is "in the workshop where it is
kept especially clean for philatelic
sendings." It was never made clear
which slogans will run on which
machines, but some later research
revealed the following: Each month,
two different slogans will be run in
the Sihlpost, one with 28mm crown

on an NEC machine and one with
22mm crown on a PTT machine.
Also, two different wavy line
postmarks (0 .2 .22) will be run, one

Figure 10
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with 28mm crown on the other NEC
machine and one with 22mm crown
on a PTT machine. The fifth
machine is reserved for the PP and
PPA mailings. A quick note for
machine cancel collectors, the PP^'
slogans are still quite rare . . .not many
people make bulk mailings at the A
postal rate.

The fine points of Swiss letter coding
and sorting are probably beyond the
interest of Tell readers . For a good
status discussion of letter coding see
the articles by Rutherfoord in the
Helvetia Newsletter and the SVP
Bulletin or contact me . The Sihlpost
does have 8 coding machines, 4 of

which are the very new Integrated
Laser Video designed to handle 30000
letters per hour . There are 32 video
coding desks in Zürich now.

Sport Booklet --

Booklet fans will be happy to know
that the Pro-Sport stamp is available
in a booklet of private manufacture
(Figure 11) . When I tried to buy one
at the PTT sales counter, I was given
the following address : Pro Sport,
Postfach 167, CH-6314 Unterägeri.
Cost is 8 francs . There were many
"fundraising" special covers, leaflets,
etc . associated with the sport stamp.

Figure 11

Booklet frontcover
Back cover with signature
of artist Jean Tinguely
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Figure 12

will tell you the balance left on your
card, and it will subtract value from
your card for the call you are
making. The PTT is playing along by
issuing cards in many very attractive
varieties and a number of private
cards also exist . One can purchase
album pages for tax cards . It seems

New R Label

Out of the blue came an
announcement in the PTT
Amtsblatt that the post
office 3018 Bern 18
Bümpliz would be trying a
new method of processing
registered letters, from 12
to 31 October only . It
looks like the postage and
the R number come out on
a 1 by 3 inch (approx .) self-
stick label which goes in
the upper right corner of
the letter. See Figure 12 for
the label and the
registration receipt . The
letter from Bümpliz
indicated that the machine
is a prototype and cannot
make labels in all values.

Tax Cards --

Tax card collecting is
taking off by leaps and
bounds . You may have seen
the tax cards, which look
like credit cards with
magnetic backs. When
purchased (at the post
office) the card has a "built-
in " value, either 10 or 20
francs . Insert the card in a
telephone, and the phone

most European countries now issue
the cards . . .it is a very practical idea.
In Switzerland there are many
telephones which use the cards, but
still only few Frama machines which
do. (As an aside, the collecting of
coffee cream container covers is also
very popular. . .special albums, etc .) If
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Figure 13

interested in tax
cards, contact the
PTT sales office.
See Figure 13.

Coil	 Stamp
Miscuts –

On Sunday
morning, in a
dense, soaking fog,
we discovered that
the stamp machine
in the mountain

village of Feldis was miscutting the
10 ct stamp pairs . Naturally we
bought as many pairs as we had 20 ct
coins, then told the postmaster about
the machine . He related a fascinating
story about the kids of the village
putting catsup in the machine and
shoving sticks up the slot in attempts
to get coins out of it . Also, the
machines have a hard time in the
harsh mountain environment . The
blue covers of the postcard booklets
get damp and jam in the machine . He
only puts three booklets of cards in
the machine at a time . To document
the miscuts, the postmaster canceled
them on Monday (Figure 14).

The Swiss Cancel Club (SVP) –

I had the pleasure of attending a
Board Of Directors meeting of this
club held in the village of Kyburg,
which everyone will remember from
the 1976 Pro Patria stamp (Figure
15). The castle was especially
interesting in the fog and blowing
rain of October 10 . . .made one under-

stand that living in a castle was not
exactly glamorous!

The club has much the same
problems as we do . . .how to attract
young people to philately, how to get
people to exhibit and how to educate
judges on cancel exhibits . One
particular item of interest discussed
was the SBZ . . .you have perhaps
noticed that there is very little Swiss
philatelic material in the SBZ

Figure 14
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Figure 15

anymore. The SVP is thinking of a
regular cancel column in the SBZ.
There are 3 US members of the club,
by the way.

The PTT Museum--

Following a nice outdoor lunch in
Bern's Rosengarten and a brisk walk
past the bear pits, we were met at the
PTT museum by its new director,
Otto Meyer . He provided an inter-
esting tour of the museum and gave
Douglas Muir some ideas for his
museum in London. Of particular
interest to postal historians is a newly
donated collection of Swiss pre-stamp
postage due marks . . .very nice and
very complete.

For me the museum always causes
mixed emotions . It is nice to see
philatelic items being protected and
made available for research and
display. But it also means these items
are no longer available to collectors.

Geneva –

Of course I have saved the most
important and most interesting for
last! There is always more research to
be done in Geneva.

20 TELL,VOL .XIX,1 JAN .1993

A visit to the former main post office
(Geneve 1 Mont Blanc) turned up the
first pleasant surprise . Following
construction of the new post office
Geneve 2 Cornavin as the main
Geneva post office, the old post
office was closed and renovated . To
celebrate the 100th birthday of this
famous post office a nice color
booklet was prepared, along with
several philatelic souvenirs (Figure
16) . The cost is 9 francs from the
Philatelic Office in Geneva,

With a Swiss Pass for all rail and bus
systems in Switzerland one can get
into all sorts of trouble . We decided
to follow, with the bus, the old mail
routes out of Geneva to France and
Italy . With no real formality we
visited Ferney-Voltaire and St . Julien.
Cancels are always nice to document
philatelic travels (Figures 17 & 18).

A visit to the Tavel Museum proved
interesting as they had displays of
Geneva coinage, weights and
measures through the ages, and some
of the earliest Geneva coats of arms
showing the eagle and the key. On
the top floor of the museum is a
model of the city in 1850 . . . very
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interesting for postal historians who
can use the model to easily visualize
the postal routes out of the city, as
well as the locations of the post office
in that time.

The ugly old building that houses
Geneve 11 rue du Stand is finally
under renovation, and which is surely
needed badly. The building was black
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Figure 19

with dirt and generally run down . It
is an important postal building in
Geneva, having been the main post
office from 1864 to 1892 . During
renovation, the post office is still
operating 6 blocks away in a
temporary location (Figure 19).

As part of my continuing interest in
all Geneva post offices, I also visited
the following locations : Geneve 3
Rive, Geneve 4 Plainpalais, Geneve 8
Jonction, Geneve 10 Nations Unies
(see below for the story on this),
Geneve 13 Charmilles, the Palais
Wilson which used to be Geneve 14
(the building is still gutted from the
fire), Geneve 17 Malagnou, Geneve
18 St . Jean, Geneve 21 CIC and 1219
Chatelaine . Most are small neighbor-
hood offices of no particular fame.
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Cancels and photos were obtained
from each.

Let me tell you about the Swiss post
office at the United Nations . . .this is
the only place I got really angry . You
have all seen the UN Geneva cancels,
both hand and machine, with and
without the stars . With stars is the
UN cancel, without stars is the cancel
of the Swiss post office at the UN.

I always wanted to find the Swiss
post office Geneve 10 Nations Unies
and it turned up in the lobby of
Building 6 of the UNO complex in
Geneva . It is right across the lobby
from the UNPA sales counter . But
the Swiss post office would not
provide cancels on a handback basis.
I was told very clearly, in several
languages, that "all philatelic matters
must be handled by the UNPA." I
explained (calmly, of course) also in
several languages that Geneve 10 was
a Swiss post office and I expected
Swiss post office treatment . Well, I
lost . It seems there is a treaty
between Switzerland and the UN
which regulates that post office . And
the UNPA doesn't want the Swiss
post office doing anything philatelic,
which could undermine UN profits.
I did mail some cards from
there . . .have not seen them yet and
probably never will.

And as a final chapter, the UN
stamps I purchased at the UNPA
counter could not be canceled
there . . .I had to go to yet another
building (Figure 20) . All of this
confirmed my long-standing views of
UN "philately."



Figure 20

Odds&Ends--

One can, by the way, create some
nice postage due items, by posting
under-franked cards and letters . I
mailed the one shown (Figure 21)
with a 5 ct stamp and an A post
label . . .correct postage would have

been 1 .60 francs . Note the tax mark
(1 .55 francs short), and note that the
denominator of the tax mark has not
yet been updated for the current
postage rates (should say 1 .60).

To find the sun we visited the
Pilatus . There is only a post box at
the top now and it is not emptied
very often . The card mailed on 9
October was not postmarked until 13
October (Figure 22) in Kriens.

It is difficult to pass one of the 5
franc booklet machines without
popping in a coin to see what comes
out. The booklets with 10 50 ct
postman stamps have been around for
a long time. But, after purchasing
several booklets, we made another as
yet unreported discovery. The
current booklets have the stamp
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Figure 23
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Urs Hermann, Liestal

ZUMSTEIN SPECIALIZED CATALOG 1992:
NOTHING NEW REGARDING STRUBELS?

Translated by Herbert Brach") from the Postal History 12/48 November 1991
POSTGESCHICHTE-VERLAG Postfach 174 CH-8024 Zürich (overseas subscription Fr. 38 .)

The expectations of Strubel collectors
regarding the new Specialized Catalog
were great . In preliminary discussions
with fellow collectors I often hear the
sobering opinion that, in reality,
everything stayed as it was before.

One cannot expect revolutionary
upheavals from an issue that is about
to be 140 years old. That the new
Specialized Catalog shows some new
and interesting tendencies in spite of
that is what I want to relate in the
following treatise.

A comparison of the new with the
old Specialized Catalog 1) will permit
me to explain, at the same time, the
actual status of the principal Strubel
controversies . In this issue of
"Postgeschichte" I will comment on
the introductory statements to the
chapter on Strubels, particularly
concerning the differences in printing
of the new Catalog . 2)

Strubels Come of Age . ..

Strubel collectors can surely rejoice
in the organization of the Specialized
Catalog since a separate chapter is
devoted to Strubel stamps . Does this
mean that Strubel exhibitors will
have their own classification at
expositions and that the hardly
justifiable competition with Cantonal
and Rayon collections will come to
an end?

Differentiation of Printing

The chapter on Strubels begins with
a concise account of the legal and
technical background 3) of the Strubel
issue . That is followed by an ample
representation of the various printing
types in word and illustration . As in
the Specialized Catalog of 1982, four
Printing are distinguished : Aa, A,
B-C, D-G . 4) But there are some
remarkable innovations:

* Translator's Note : In several instances the author refers to Hans F . Hunziker's "Strubel"
( Published by Zumstein + Cie . in 1986) as the "Strubel Handbook", which, it appears, is
becoming accepted usage in Switzerland . In order not to create confusion, since usage of
" Handbook " in the U.S . usually refers to the Special-Katalog und Handbuch über die
Briefmarken der Schweizerischen Eidgenossenschaft " , Third Edition, published by Zumstein
& Co . in 1924, I refer to Hunziker's work as the "Strubel" book in these instances.
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Münchner Druck, I . Auflage

Münchner Druck, 2. Auflage
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Illustration from
Zumstein Specialized
Catalog 1992, (with
kind permission)

* The number of
illustrations was
doubled from four to
eight, as two examples
are provided for each
printing type . 5) This
amplification is
especially valuable for
the differentiation of
the two Munich prin-
tings, since the four
denominations of the
Aa stamps do not
present a homogeneous
printing manner and
the different colors do
not create a uniform
effect when rendered
in black and white 6)

* The quality of the
illustrations was much
improved.') Above all,
the graphic contrast of
the two Munich issues
will make a correct
classification for the
collector a lot easier.

The Old question: Aa
or A . . .?

The correct classifi-
cation of the early 10
and 15 Rp values into
Aa, A- and B- issues is
always difficult . The
new Specialized



Catalog contributes some important
aids to the decision:

* While the old Specialized Catalog
assumed that the paper was
humidified prior to printing for both
Munich printing, the new Catalog
reserves the "blotting paper effect"
exclusively for the first printing . In
this manner, the clean but more or
less vague (as opposed to sharp)
impression of the Aa issue is aptly
explained.

* An important difference from the
old Specialized Catalog is found in

the explanation regarding the
inscription frames of the stamp.
While porous ink coverage in the
inscription frames was previously
assumed for the Aa issue, the present
language is of good ink coverage . 8)

* To explain the first Munich
printing, illustrations of the 5Rp and
the 15Rp values are shown . These
photos can confuse the average
collector very easily, as they do not
present a uniform image! The
differences between the two photos
of 22Aa and 24Aa become evident
from the following tabulation:

22Aa Illustration

	

24Aa Illustration
Sharpness of Image

	

slightly vague

	

very vague
Inscription Frames

	

good ink coverage

	

slightly porous coverage
Frame Lines

	

uniform

	

slightly irregular
Undispersed Pigment

	

none present

	

present

These differences give food for
thought : Do both of these illustrated
stamps really belong to the same first
issue? If we start with the correct
premise made by Hans Hunziker that
the identification of the difficult 10
and 15Rp values has to be derived
from the characteristics common to
the uncontestable 5 and 40Rp stamps,
then the two illustrations speak
against a uniform issue . 9 )

It is not until one contrasts the Aa
photos with the illustrations for the
A-printing that one recognizes that
the two Aa-values belong together.
One can explain the differences
between the two values (22Aa and
24Aa) by the difference in their
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colors and the preparation
(dispersion) of these and possibly by
differences in the humidification of
the paper . I would also like to point
to the fact that these first printing
were still subject to some exper-
imentation (in spite of numerous trial
printing and color proofs).

This is evident not only in the
differences in color shades of the 5Rp
and 40Rp values, but above all in the
differences in color and printing
manner of the two middle values.

* The allusion in the 1982 Specialized
catalog that the Aa-stamps were
printed in dull colors was correctly
eliminated in the actual edition . 10)



The B- and C- Printing

The illustrations for the B- and C-
issues have turned out to be quite dif-
ferent . The clean impression and
good ink coverage of the 5Rp value
lets one suppose that this is a 22C . In
its printing manner, this stamp differs
too little from the A- stamp . Thus,
the danger is created that a 22A quite
easily becomes a 22B, a
misclassification which is found not
only in the trade but even in
exhibits, from time to time. In
combining the B- and C- issues, the
new pointers as to pigments and ink
coverage of the inscription frame are
well taken . Both of these conditions
can be found, above all, in the 22C

and 26C stamps.

New Classification Characteristic

Many collectors had hoped that the
new Specialized Catalog would give

decisive weight to the distance
between stamps in the cataloguing of
Strubels ( and particularly in the
differentiation between C- and D-
issues) . While the difference in cliche
separation is mentioned and taken
into account with respect to the
judgment of margin quality, a
detailed organization of the C- and
D- issues in conformance with this
criterion does not (yet?) take place.
On the other hand, for the first time,
the paper finish is especially
mentioned . The G- issue is, in part,
assigned a rough surface in that
context . Use of this new criterion
would be extremely interesting for a
fine differentiation between the C-
and D- issues . ") The reader will, I
hope, agree with me after reading this
that not everything has remained the
same . In examining the details, very
interesting changes are found to have
taken place . More about this in the
following issues of "Postgeschichte".

(1)In general, the chapter on Strubels can be considered to be successful and Mr . Hertsch
and his assistants should be congratulated . If I am critical about one point or another
(particularly in the footnotes), this should be understood to be a stimulus toward the next
edition.
(2)See Max Hertsch, Specialized Catalog of the Stamps of Switzerland 1992, XXIV Edition,
Bern 1991, Page 45f.
(3)Under the key-word "Printer", the Federal Mint in Bern should not be forgotten.
(4)That the printing of the D- and G- issues are combined is essentially justifiable, but not
so the joint representation of the B- and C- issues! Especially the difficult differentiation
between 23Aa and 23B would speak in favor of a separate representation of the B- printing.
The differentiation of the printing manner between the 22B and 22C stamp is also
uncontested . A separate presentation of B- and C- issues would help to avoid the use of
meaningless assertions such as "clear to vague printing, inscription frames covered to porous,
sharp relief to flat printing" . Differing manners of description can give cause to confusion:
The text speaks of "B-C" and "D-G", respectively, while the illustrations are labelled "B + C"
and "D + G", respectively . Into which printing type do the E- and F- stamps belong?
(5)As a rule, these are the 5Rp and 10Rp values . Only for the Aa-printing is the 15Rp value
shown next to the 5Rp value . Can we deduce that an uncertainty on the part of the catalog
publishers exists with regard to the 23Aa- Strubel?
(6)For this reason it would be indicated for the Specialized Catalogue to present illustrations
for all four values.
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(7) A not unimportant criticism concerns the partial cancels of the illustrations . Two
pictures, in particular, can easily cause confusion : + 24Aa shows a circular date stamp . The
expert knows that this type of cancellation, while not the rule, is not totally unusual . The
obligation to use grill cancels beginning on August 1st, 1851, was lifted for a scant 100 days
on September 1st, 1854 (see Walter d'Aujourd'hui, Switzerland, A New Classification of the
"Strubel" Issue, Sitting Helvetia Imperforate, 1854-1862, Basel 1982, Page 31) . Just the same,
the already present danger of confusion between the printing manner of the 24G stamp with
24Aa for the average collector is being needlessly reinforced by means of illustrating this
with a circular cancel . + The 10-Rappen value of the B- + C- printing (designated under the
photo only as "Bern Printing C") shows a cancel stain in the right upper arm of the
Helvetia . The layman can easily confuse this with one of the color flaws as described . For
coming editions, uncancelled illustrations are recommended.
(8) The illustrations make this pronouncement immediately relative . Thus, 24Aa shows the
inscription frames to have considerably less than good ink coverage, while the 22-B/C value
shows perfectly covered frames. Thus, the "beautiful ink coverage" cannot be considered as
a decisive identifying characteristic of the Aa- issue.
(9) See Hanz Hunziker, Strubel 1854-1862, Bern 1986, Page 31.
(10)More about this in future articles in forthcoming issues of "Postgeschichte".
(11)See Urs Hermann, Strubeli : News from Helvetia Geneva 90, "Postgeschichte" Nr. 44,
Page 5.

Herbert Brach

THE POSTAL RATES FROM SWITZERLAND TO THE
U.S. IN THE STRUBEL PERIOD September 1854 - July 1863

The postal rates to the U .S. in the
Strubel period seem, at first glance, to
be a very confusing subject . Thanks
to a pioneering article by E.C.
Walton, which appeared in the
November - December 1984 issue of
"Tell", in which he wrote about the
rates from Switzerland to foreign
lands in general and discussed these
to France, Germany, Great Britain
and the U.S. in particular, did an
understanding first come to me.

There were so many bi-lateral treaties
in effect which regulated the rates
charged at the time that a study of
these resulted, in my case, mostly in
a headache and very little useable
information from a practical
standpoint . Ed Walton's way, based
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on empirical information gained from
the covers that travelled in the mails,
is definitely the way to go.

On hand of 43 covers from
Switzerland to the U.S. which he
studied and analyzed, Ed Walton
came to the conclusion that there
were basically three different rate
periods in force during the time that
Strubels were valid postage:

1 . From September 15th, 1854 to
August 31st, 1857

Two rates were in existence,
depending on location in Switzerland:

a . For Zone 1, which he found to
vary in distance from the nearest
French exchange office from 5km to



65km, 1 .30 Fr for a single letter
weighing up to ½ Loth (approx . 7 .5g)

b . For Zone 2, which he felt might
be 75km or more in distance from
the nearest French exchange office,
1 .35 Fr for the same weight letter . (It
must be understood that all letters
originating in Switzerland at that
time with destination to the U .S.
went through France and the over-
whelming majority went from there
to England to catch a steamer going
to the East Coast of the U .S ., mostly
from Liverpool .)

2. From September 1st, 1857 to
June 30th, 1862

A uniform rate of 1 .15 Fr from all
parts of Switzerland for up to½
Loth.

3. From July 1st, 1862 to July 31st
1863 (End of Strubel validity)

A uniform rate of 1 .10 Fr from all
parts of Switzerland for the same
weight . (This rate actually continued
in force for routings through France
well into the 1870 ' s .).

I have had an opportunity to study
40 covers from Switzerland to the
U.S . during the Strubel period and
can confirm Mr. Walton's findings
(see listing of covers at the end of this
article) with a few minor
amendments:

A. The first rate period had
apparently come to an end prior to
June 1st, 1857 at least, rather than
September 1st 1857, as two letters
dated in June 1857 with the new,
1 .15 Fr rate indicate .

B. Occasional letters having frankings
as low as 0 .50, 0 .55, 0.60 and 0.65 Fr
did not pay fractional weight rates, as
he suspected, but paid the postage to
the port of embarkation of the trans-
atlantic steamer only (typically,
Liverpool) . Such letters are usually
marked "P .P." rather than "P .D." and
were invariably assessed postage due
in the U.S.

C. There is a curious pattern of
apparently deviating payments of a
rate of 0 .95 Fr which I found to
occur in 1857 and 1859 . These are
invariably from the Canton Neu-
chatel (my samples are from an
unknown point of departure, from
Neuchatel, Concise, Corcelles and
Couvet) and went through the
French exchange office in Pontarlier
without fail . Only one of these
apparently short frankings, from
Neuchatel, shows an "Affranchis-
sement insuffisant" marking . Three of
these are marked P .P. and two P .D.

Whether the local postal district felt
that they were entitled to this special
rate or whether they were laboring
under a misapprehension, I do not
know. In any case, postage due in
varying amounts seems to have been
assessed to these in the U .S.

D. On the subject of fixing a distance
limit between the two zones into
which Switzerland was divided in the
first rate period, the answer probably
lies in the 1849 postal treaty between
Switzerland and France, which must
have established these two zones.
I would like to ask any member who
is familiar with the provisions of this
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Treaty to be kind enough to supply
us with the details.

In the absence of this knowledge, I
tried to fix a dividing line between
the furthest point which my samples
showed as having paid the 1 .30 Fr
rate, which was Morges, and the
closest point which paid the 1 .35 Fr
rate, which was Vevey, with the
following approximate results:

1. Morges via Nyon to La Cure
(French border)

	

49 km
La Cure to Les Rousses (French
exchange office)

	

12 km
TOTAL

	

61 km

2. Vevey via Lausanne & Vallorbe
to La Ferriere (border) 64 km
La Ferriere to Pontarlier
(French exchange office) 24 km
TOTAL 88 km

It would thus appear that Mr.
Walton's assumption that Zone 1
extended for O - 10 German miles
(75 km), just as it then applied to
postal traffic with the German States
and Austria, is probably correct.

E. The reduction in rates which went
into effect in 1857 was due, no doubt,
to the first Franco-American postal
treaty which was signed that year and
which established uniform trans-
atlantic mail rates as well as the
manner in which the amount of
postage was divided between the
contracting parties.

Unfranked letters from Switzerland
to the U.S . via France were assessed

a uniform 21 cents (U .S .) postage due
per quarter ounce (very close to
Loth) of which the U .S. retained
either 3, 9, or 12 cents (U.S .),
depending on which of three possible
ways the transatlantic crossing was
made and therefore, who paid for the
freight.

Since the standard postage between
the U.S. and French port was
established at 15 cents (U.S.) per
quarter ounce, six cents (U.S .) were
presumably available to the French
Post Office to divide between
themselves and the Swiss to pay for
the postage between the Swiss
departure point and the French port.

The remaining 12 cents, in the best
case, went for payment of the freight
to cross the Channel, to the British
Post Office for transport to
Liverpool and to the steamship
company for the Atlantic crossing.

When you think of it all, it was quite
an undertaking to get a letter from
Switzerland to the U .S. in 1857, a
feat that was regularly accomplished
in 15-20 days from door to door, all
for 1 .15 Fr in Strubels!

Send communications regarding
Postal rates from Switzerland to the
United States of America during the
Strubel period 1854 to 1863 to or any
inquiry regarding Strubels to:

Herbert Brach
13803 Crown Bluff
San Antonio
Texas 78216
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POSTAL RATES SWITZERLAND - U.S.
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SALES CIRCUIT NOTES

Emil L . Tobler, manager, AHPS Sales
POB 2u Braulord, RI 02808
Phone (401) 377-2238 (evenings are best)

During the summer and early fall many new sales books were
received for circulation . The following list is for categories
which are still needed . Anything not specificallymentioned
should be withheld for at least six months.

Teil ana son mint only, Helvetia bust and sword mint only,
regular postage 1971 on, used sets and singles only . Also
mint never hinged souvenir sheets, better covers of all
categories except post 196U FDC ' s, and machine ana

propaganda cancels on piece ana on cover . All of the preced-
ing should be submitted in sales books of one category only.
Also needed are T-postage dues, franchise, telegraph,

Campione, hotels and essays. This material may be submitted
mint or used in mixed books.

So far this year fifteen circuits have been mailed, with one or
possibly two more before year end . In spite of a sluggish economy:
sales are holding up quite well. The Swiss franc is doing the
dipsey doodle again--down from over 800 about two months ago to
about 73¢ at the time of this writing, but still much higher than
it was b months ago . Even though it may fall a bit further in
the post election euphoria, it will in all likelihood move up
strongly ,witnin six months.

I hope all circuit participants and AHPS members have good
holidays ana want to thank those involved for giving the circuit
sales strong support ana making for a very successful year.

Announcement

Tell's September issue introduced us to the field of "Stamps from Automatic
Machines", an inspiring article written by Chuck LaBlonde . Today we have a
offer to anyone interested in this field to learn more about it or to get started
with a introductory set, directly from the owner of the manufacturing plant
Markus Seitz . Send him a letter, he corresponds also in english, to ATM Seitz
AG, Murbacherstrasse 37 P .O.Box, CH-6002 Luzern Switzerland . This is a
intriguing large and complex new field in philately.
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In Memory of Jan Donker

With great sorrow we note the passing in November of
Jan Donker Burlington, Massachusetts, the first president
of the American Helvetia Philatelic Society (AHPS) . Jan
was active in Swiss philately for many years as member
and eventually as president of the Swiss American Stamp
Society (SASS), one of the AHPS forerunner societies . He
played a key role in the merger of SASS with the Helvetia
Society to form AHPS in 1975.

Jan was born in Holland and lived 8 years in Indonesia
before settling in the USA 31 years ago . He collected
stamps from age 7 and specialized in Switzerland since
1947. In recent years his interests drifted from stamps to
model railroading, but he will be remembered as a giant
in the Swiss philatelic world . In recognition of his
contributions to the AHPS he was elected Honorary Live
Member #5.

Those of us fortunate enough to share his Company at
the monthly meetings of the New England AHPS chapter
will never forget his sharp wit and his heart of gold.

In the first Tell (January 1975) he wrote, "And now, dear
collectors, let's go forward with our hobby and make our
new Society a lasting success ." Today as then he would
have us go forward with our hobby and participate in the
Society he helped to found.

Charles J . LaBlonde
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ROMPEX 93
May 14-16, 1993

CALL FOR EXHIBITS

AHPS has reserved 100 frames at ROMPEX 93 for Swiss exhibits . Please plan
on exhibiting. We are sharing the show with the American Air MailSociety
and they think that they can fill 100 frames . Lets beat them, both in number
of frames and medals . Swiss Airmail exhibits would be especially appropriate.
Send your requests for Prospectus to:

ROMPEX '93, Exhibits Chairman
P.O. Box 2352
Denver, CO 80201-2352

The frames are reserved until March 15, 1993 . Then Swiss exhibits will have
to compete for frames with all other entries.

There are plans for a trip to the Air Force Academy and NORAD on Friday,
May 4th . NORAD is The North American Air Defense Command post
tunneled 3000 ft into a mountain near Colorado Springs . Only 35 people are
allowed on the tour . Cost is $20, Including transportation from the show.
Reservation requests should be sent with checks as soon as possible to:

Mr. Jim Anderson
2174 S . Eagle Ct.
Aurora, CO 80014

Other trips are planned to Central City, an old mining town that has legalized
gambling, and Rocky Mountain National Park on Saturday and Sunday . If
Interested in these trips, notify Jim at the above address . Plans will be finalized
in April.

1993 AHPS Convention Chairman
Dick Barton
2800 Crestview
Loveland CO 80538
Home : 303-669-8130
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