
VOICE OF THE

American Helvetia
Philatelic Society
Vol . XVIII, NUMBER 5SEPTEMBER 1999

The last day of an Postoffice, Toos. Submitted by Erwin Neuhold ArGe Schweiz.

Table of Contents :

	

176

163

	

From up Front, Mario 178
Wiedenmeier

164

	

Stamps from Automatic Machines,
by Charles J . LaBlonde

172

	

Profiles of Swiss Stamp Collectors, 190
by Robert D . Gleichenhaus

172

	

A Profile of a swiss Stamp
Collector, Herbert Brach, by 194
Robert D . Gleichenhaus

	

197
175

	

Sales Circuit Notes, by Emil
Tobler

Win the Jackpot with Stamps? (II)
by Pierre Guinand, translated by
Ernest L . Bergman
First Days of use of League of
Nations and pre 1945 International
Labor Offices Stamps, by Richard
Powers
Win the Jackpot with Stamps? (III)
by Pierre Guinand, translated by
Herbert Brach
Members ' Mini - Ads
The Orange 15 Cts ., by J.
Doorenbos, translated by Henry
Alsberg



American Helvetia Philatelic Society
OFFICERS 1991 - 1992

ELECTED OFFICERS

	

APPOINTED OFFICERS REPRESENTATIVES

President
Mario Wiedenmeier
12 Lyncrest Drive
Galveston
TX 77550-3215
Home: 409-763-4855

Vice-President

OPEN

Secretary & Librarian
Richard T. Hall
P .O . Box 666
Manhattan Beach
CA 90266
Home: 310-546-5226

Treasurer
Frank Young
412 North Main Street
Herkimer NY 13350
Home: 315-866-7822

Regional Director West
Dick Barton
2800 Crestview
Loveland CO 80538

Regional Director Central
William R . Lucas
P .O . Box 2103
Aurora IL 60507
Home: 312-983-9149

Editor
Mario Wiedenmeier
12 Lyncrest Drive
Galveston
TX 77550-3215
Home : 409-763-4855

Circuit Sales Manager
Emil L . Tobler
P .O . Box 26
Bradford RI 02808
Home: 401-377-2238

Auction Manager
George Struble
210 18th St . NE
Salem, OR 97301
Home: 503-364-3929

Publicity Chairman
Awards Chairman
Editor Emeritus
Harlan F . Stone
P .O . Box 334
Woodside NY 11377
Home: 718-478-2374

Slide Chairman
Richard W . Blaney
P .O . Box 1100
Easton MA 02334-1100
Home: 508-238-3134

Regional Director East
David E . Durham, Pastor
#7 Allenhurst Road
Buffalo NY 14214-1201
Home : 716-833-6504

Union of Swiss Philatelic
Societies
Ralph Soderberg
P .O . Box 36067
Grosse Pointe Woods
MI 48236
Home : 313-885-4125

American Philatelic Society
Charles J . LaBlonde
P .O . Box 264
Chelmsford MA 01824
Home : 508-256-3904

Liechtenstein Study Group
Chm : Max Rheinberger
100 Elizabeth St ., #510
Duluth MN 55802
Home : 218-728-3925

1993 AHPS Convention
Dick Barton
2800 Crestview
Loveland CO 80538

Change-of-Address should
be sent to the Secretary
Advertising communications
should be addressed to the
Editor

Subscriptions for 1992
Include AHPS dues: North
America, $15 ; overseas
air delivery, $25.
Request membership
applications from the
Secretary.

TELL (ISSN 1042-2072) is the official journal of the American Helvetia
Philatelic Society, affiliate #52 of the American Philatelic Society and a
member of the Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies, and is published bimonthly
(Jan-Mar-May-Jul-Sep-Nov) . Deadlines are the first of the month prior to
publication (Dec-Feb-Apr-Jun-Aug-Oct).

Opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and are not
necessarily endorsed by AHPS or the Editor . Articles on Swiss, Liechtenstein,
UN Geneva and related philately are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor.

162 TELL, VOL. XVIII, 5 Sep. 1992



FROM UP FRONT

	

Mario Wiedenmeier

just at closing of this issue, I received a telephone call from Heinz Katcher in
London giving me the sad news that Mr . R. F. Bulstrode had died.
Commander Bulstrode contributed significantly to Swiss Philately . A member
of HPS (Helvetia Philatelic Society in England) and a contributor to the world
of Philately with his many articles . He dared to open new angels of view on
matters experts have put to rest . Some of his brilliantly written articles have
also been published in Tell, most recently in the 1992 January issue "Stamps
of Swiss Hotels".

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society Journal, Tell, is our means to
communicate . I am working hard to have a multi-level presentation in each
issue . Since some people are as narrow minded as I am and collect only one
item, others with an active interest in the entire spectrum of Swiss materials
should also have they're interest peaked. It is difficult to meet all of these
requirements, at all times but unless I try, I do not know if it is possible to
satisfy at least most of you . Then having labored hard Tell is printed and send
to you, but the postal system has mysterious ways of warehousing or
mutilating this journal.

This time I received help from our printer, Roland Essig, who took it upon
himself to attempt to better lubricate the skids to have Tell in your mailbox
in less than one month, or at least with in the month indicated at the front
page . He printed envelops and tried to find out if something in an envelop
with a "Bulk Rate, US Postage permit" on it could be processed quicker. On
many envelops he wrote the date mailed, 06-26-92 . We heard from several
members when the issue was actually received . Here are some of the results.
When mailed to Galveston, TX first class with $0 .75, it arrived in three days
by 06-29-92 . Arrival of the issue to Galveston at bulk rate was 07-08-92.
Horsham, PA arrived 07-06-92 . Indianapolis, IN, 07-09-92 . San Rafael, CA,
07-14-92 .

	

Rhinelander, WI, 07-17-92 .

	

Alameda, CA, 07-21-92.
Lambertsville, NJ, 07-27-92 . This is still faster than mailed open, and
considering the discoloration and the grime on the envelops, Tell will stay nice
and clean.

This study shows where the bottlenecks of the USPS are, but is goes through
faster by almost 30 percent . Is it worth 1 penny more per issue . Please send
your opinion, and thanks for the many nice notes.
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STAMPS FROM AUTOMATIC MACHINES
(AUTOMATENMARKEN - ATM)

	

by Charles J . LaBlonde"

One could say that Switzerland stood
the stamp world on its ear on 9
August 1976, the first day of
operation of stamp vending machines
with customer-selected values . Recall
how many folks wanted to classify
these ugly, blue-gray pieces of paper
as postage meter imprints . Now, 16
years later, ATM stamps are here to
stay, in Switzerland as well as some
40 other countries around the world.
Even the US is about to make a
second try at introducing ATM
stamps. This article is to provide an
update on the current Swiss ATM
situation by examining the
characteristics of the ATM, as
follows:

-The Machines
-The Stamp Designs
-The Paper
-The Colors
-The Numerals
-Errors, Freaks and Oddities
-Cataloging & Values.

THE MACHINES --

Currently 1200 of the ATM
machines are in operation in
Switzerland. By 1995 the number will
swell to around 2500 as all of the
existing machines vending coil stamps
will disappear .

Frama AG of Lauperswil / Bern
makes the Swiss- and machines for
many other countries.

As you may recall, the PTT installed
only 4 machines in 1976, as a test of
the concept: Zürich (Al), Bern (A2),
Grindelwald (A3) and Geneva (A4).
Each machine had its own number,
allowing for simple tracing of any
problems during the test period . The
first machines were Model 271 (two
slots, seven coins, 1 button) . . .the
customer put in coins up to the
denomination of the stamp desired,
then pushed the single button for
stamp delivery.

Already on 10 November 1977, an
advanced machine appeared, known
as Model 274 (two slots, seven coins,
four buttons) . The machine had three
buttons for existing postal rates (40,
70 and 80 centimes at the time) as

(" Much of the material in this article is translated and paraphrased from the 1992 Swiss ATM
Catalog of Markus Seitz and is used with his very kind permission . Anyone with an interest in
ATM would do well to contact Mr . Seitz at ATM Seitz AG, Postfach, CH-6002 Luzern
Switzerland. Correspondence in English, if desired. Mr. Seitz markets all worldwide ATM
stamps. (Credit cards welcome .)
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well as a knob for whatever
monetary balance was remaining in
the machine . This, of course, was
awkward since the three fixed value
knobs would require modification
each time postal rates changed.

By 1986, the technology had
advanced to a third generation of
machines, which are still being
installed today, with several
important updates . These machines
are characterized by a 12 button
keypad, much like a hand calculator.
Invalid coins were a problem for the
ATM machines from the beginning
. . .the earliest machines had a
mechanical scheme for sorting coins.
The machine caught the odd coins
and held them, but it was then out of
operation until serviced by the PTT.

Fig. 1 Old Cover (note error on cover ; this is a 274 not a 271)
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New machines have an advanced
electronic coin sorter which separates
invalid coins without putting the
machine out of operation. This
machine is characterized by having a
single coin slot . . .all sorting is done
internally.

Beginning 18 April 1989 with the
machine at 8026 Zürich Aussersihl,
selected machines allowed the
purchase of stamps with Tax Cards

(Telephone Cards) instead of coins.
This is now possible in Basel and Biel
well as Zürich. Being able to make
telephone calls and purchase stamps
with a single card is a tremendous
convenience.

THE STAMP DESIGNS --

From the outset the ATM stamps
were never intended to win any
beauty contests . . .and they certainly

Fig. 2 New Machine
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will not . One might say the stamps
are practical, not pretty . The original
design has changed little over the
years . Following the initial test
period, the control numbers were
removed and, several years later
(1979), the word "HELVETIA" was
made smaller . This design is still the
same today.

There has always been some debate
about the background printing on the
stamps . Many have suggested a

the stamps with a yellow background
matrix consisting of PTT logos.
Many had expected the 1990 change
to be more drastic . Currently there is
no anticipated change in the
background design.

THE PAPER --

From 1976 to 1981 the ATM stamps
were printed on normal, white
phosphorescent stamp paper, with
violet fibers embedded . When a test

Fig 3 The new stamps, with yellow background.

typical Swiss mountain scene instead
of the dull blue-gray security matrix.
In 1984, the printing cylinder for the
background wore out and the PTT
replaced it with a new one which
printed a much sharper background
matrix, but still in same dull blue-
gray. In 1990 the PTT brightened up

roll of plain white paper, without
fibers, happened into one of the
machines, some of the greatest ATM
rarities resulted (see below) . The
changeover to the new white paper
without fibers, which began in 1981,
dragged out over several years as
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stocks of the violet fiber paper were
used up. The result was several
different types of ATM stamps
available at the same time, which
complicates their catalog listings.

The ATM stamps were coated with a
phosphor substance from their birth
to 1987 (May/June) . At this time, as
with regular stamps, the PTT found
the need to switch to a fluorescent
material for coatings . This has been
covered in these pages earlier . (Recall
that the phosphor paper had too
much afterglow for the new, high
speed sorting and facing machines
being installed in the larger cities.
Fluorescence disappears instantly, as
soon as the letter leaves the light
source .) For some short period of
time the PTT overprinted (or
perhaps "overcoated? ") the existing
rolls of phosphor paper with the
newer fluorescent coating . . .with a
good UV lamp and a sharp eye you
may be able to detect the dual coated
stamps.

THE COLOR --

The pink color lasted from the
beginning in 1976 until 1981 at which

time the UPU requested a change to
red-brown . . .and this color is
unchanged today. The real story here
is the color band, used to produce the
color impression in the machines.

The first color bands were silk, with
a seam where the ends were sewed
together. On some of the stamps, this
seam was visible in the printed image.
As early as 10 November 1977, a
continuous color band, without seam,
was put into service, first in machine
Al, in the Zürich train station. This
type of color band remained in use to
1981 with the pink color, then to
1984 with the newer red-brown
color . As the machines proliferated,
the silk proved too expensive and the
company put a color band made of
synthetic material into service, which
remains today.

THE NUMERALS --

This part is a bit complicated, and is
dedicated to the real specialist . The
differences to be discussed here are
wide versus narrow numbers . Until
1982 everything was simple . . .all the
numbers were narrow. In that year
the contractor began to make new

Fig 4 The numerals, narrow and wide
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forms, from which to build the
number reels in the machines, and he
made them shorter and wider . The
shorter, wider numbers are the
standard today, for all new machines.
Slowly, as the older machines are
changed over to the 12 button
keypad, the number reels are being
changed to the new form. All of this
should be completed in 1993.

Fig 5

Meanwhile, due to mechanical
problems with a few machines,
damaged number reels were removed
and replaced with new reels, giving
rise to ATM stamps with mixed size
numbers . The following patterns are
known, starting in 1984 : OOoO,
oOOO, oOOo. By 1990 the
machines with mixed number reels

were removed from service . Happy
hunting, if you want to pursue these
mixed size varieties.

ERRORS, FREAKS & ODDITIES

As with most stamps, the ATM
stamps are not always perfect . In fact,
since this is an entirely new
technology, you might expect more
than the usual number of errors.
Herewith a few of them.

-0000 Value . The PTT can make the
machines print this value to check
out the machines . Now and then, a
machine will have a problem and
print such values for the public.

-Missing top and/or bottom lines are
common as are colored flecks in the
stamp image and double prints . There
is a wide variety of partial prints.
-If the paper roll is put in backwards,
the printing will be on the gum side.

-Missing value can happen, but these
are not common.

-If the cutting mechanism fails, uncut
pairs or larger units can appear.

Fig 6
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Fig 7

-Of special interest are values not
dividable by 5 (for example, 0207).
These are caused, according to the
PTT, by computer failure, lightning,
heat, cold, electricity interruption and
more .

CATALOGING & VALUES --

The catalog listings of the ATM can
be very simple . . .the new Zumstein
Specialized has 8 basic ATM entries.
But, the changes in paper, color,
tagging, design, numeral size, none of
which occurred simultaneously, cause
a fantastic number of sub-varieties.
And this does not account for all the
errors.

The PTT tried its best to ignore the
philatelic aspects of the ATM stamps.
Most new issues and design changes
were not formally announced nor
recognized with first day covers.
Through the hard work of a handful

Fig 8 The Geneva FDC A4
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of very dedicated dealers ATM
philately is well documented . But
there is no first day for some of the
issues, only "earliest known use ."

As you might expect, the prices for
the earlier, unannounced and now
obsolete issues is quite high. For
example, a complete set of the first
issue (Al - A4) goes for 203 Francs
and the 4 first day covers for 825
Francs.

In the early days, people tried to
assign catalog value based upon the
face value of the stamps . And some
collectors thought that to "be

complete" they would need to buy
one of each possible value (from 0005
to 9995) . Fortunately common sense
won out and neither of these
practices went very far.

Anyone who is still ignoring this
fascinating aspect of Swiss philately is
missing a lot of fun. There are
catalogs, price lists, new issue
services, album pages and more for
"stamps from automatic machines
(ATM)". Come on, jump in! Those
interested in more information on
the ATM stamps of Switzerland are
invited to contact the author.
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PROFILES OF SWISS STAMP COLLECTORS
By Robert D. Gleichenhaus

Everyone who reads TELL enjoys the
articles about Swiss Philately . . .the
stamps, covers, postmarks, history
and the many enjoyable facets of
collecting.

There is another side to the collecting
of the bits of paper, or envelopes, or
cancellations ; and that is the human
side . . .the people themselves who are
the Swiss stamp collectors.

A new feature in TELL will be called
"Profiles of Swiss Stamp Collectors"
which will tell about those who

participate in this hobby. Included
will be specialists, generalists, dealers,
expertisers, and the entire gamut of
those who enjoy Swiss stamps.

For all readers of TELL . . .please let
the author know about yourself or
any Swiss collector who has an
interesting angle on the multitude of
AHPS Members who can be covered.
Write to:
Bob Gleichenhaus, 7602 Vinewood
Court, San Antonio, Texas 78209.
We'll be writing about YOU in the
forthcoming issues.

A PROFILE OF A SWISS STAMP COLLECTOR
By Robert D . Gleichenhaus

The first "Profile of Swiss Stamp
Collectors" is about a great friend of
the American Helvetia Philatelic
Society. His brilliant articles on
Strubels which have been appearing in
TELL are a joy to behold for those of
us who specialize in these fascinating
issues which were issued in Switzer-
land from 1854-1862.

These beautifully embossed
imperforate stamps came in many
shades, and color threads, and in a
variety of papers . To unfold the
mystery of the varieties, the
cancellations, the date usages, and the
proper postal rates takes a great mind
and a person with the curiosity to
investigate the background of a group
of stamps which were in use 130 to
140 years ago .

Many discoveries are being uncovered
by Herbert Brach, some of which
have appeared in TELL and there will
be many more revelations in issues to
come. Herbert has one of the most
fantastic collections of Strubels to be
found anywhere, but more important
than the stamps and covers, is the
knowledge that goes along with the
collection.

And, Herbert has a story to relate
which in itself is a fabulous salute to
stamp collectors everywhere . Here
goes:

The Story of a Collection

It all started with an exploding
artillery shell in Bosnia one day in
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1915 .

	

Lt . Robert Brach, of the
Imperial and Royal Army of Austria,
was partially buried by it . Shell-
shocked, he lost the use of his legs for
what was to be a period of 1½ years.
A sedentary hobby to occupy his
time and mind became a necessity.
He decided to take up stamp
collecting in earnest.

The post-war years, with rampant
inflation devastating large sectors of
the population of Europe, provided,
fortunately for some and very
unfortunately for others, a unique
opportunity to purchase entire
collections of stamps at very
reasonable prices . Not only did
Robert Brach's collection grow, but
so did his family.

Soon, his two sons joined him at the
daily ritual of working on his stamp
collection, to which at least three
hours were dedicated . The younger
son, Herbert, who was born in 1920
in what by then had become
Czechoslovakia, was first allowed to
fold hinges, just so, then introduced
to the art of washing and drying
stamps. He later graduated to
checking perforations on the gauge
and, blessed with very good eyes, to
sort color shades and to detect
watermarks.

The collection grew to proportions
that required an enormous amount of
work . In those days, it may be hard
to believe today, stamp dealers made
house calls; dealers from all corners
of Central Europe came and went,
having brought their stocks with
them and always leaving parts of

these behind . One set of Schaubeck
albums was replaced by another,
much bigger one ; this, in turn, was
replaced by a set of Borek albums
which eventually had to give way to
self-made arrangements on blank
pages . The remounting, re-cataloging
and want-list preparation became an
ongoing routine . Gradually, of course,
there was enough fall-out for both
sons to start their own collections;
the international nature of the father's
business yielded dozens of colorfully
franked covers from all over the
world every week, a strong impetus
to world-wide collecting.

It is the nature of the philatelic
animal that things had to get more
complicated and more specialized.
Collecting according to Michel and
Senf had become too unsophisticated.
Yvert & Tellier made an appearance
to rule everything French and Stanley
Gibbons for the English area.

Then came Hitler and the family was
dispersed . The younger son, Herbert,
was the first to leave. In 1938, the
Queen Mary took him to the U .S . to
study chemistry at M .I .T . ; as part of
his baggage, he brought stock books
full with some of the most valuable
stamps from the collection . The elder
son, Eric, had to fulfill his military
obligations as a reserve officer in the
Czech Army; eventually, he managed
to get to England and, after a few
months' stay, punctuated by the
Blitz, made his way to Honduras and
eventually to the U .S. He, too,
brought stamps, as did a nephew,
Alfred, who was an avid collector in
his own right, being highly specialized
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in plate reconstructions of the "Penny
Black" and in the esoteric field of the
British Occupation of Batum . After
a long odyssey, Robert Brach and his
wife, who had stayed behind to take
care of the business he had spent a
lifetime to build, finally managed to
get out of Czechoslovakia via Russia,
the Trans-Siberian railway to Vladi-
vostok and by boat to Japan; from
there, on a Korean boat, one of the
last to leave before the U.S . and Japan
got involved in the war, via the
Panama Canal to Havana, Cuba.

There, the elder Brachs sat out the
war and what was more natural than
that Robert Brach started a specialized
collection of Cuba! The albums, with
the remainder of the collection, spent
the war years safely tucked away into
a lift-van in Stockholm, Sweden.

Once the war was over, family and
stamps were reunited. The elder son
had spent the war years in the U .S .,
tending the family business . The
younger son spent three years in the
U.S . Army and came back to the U .S.
after two years ' service in Europe.
The parents came from Havana. The
stamps came from Stockholm,
Havana and out of assorted safety
deposit boxes from various banks in
the New York area.

Happily, everybody went back to
work, but a large task lay ahead.
Being denizens of the New World
meant that the Scott Catalogue had
become the new "bible" . The whole
stamp collection was reassembled and
remounted according to the dictates
of Scott, and, accordingly, re-

cataloged ; new want lists were
prepared and new realities faced.

"When my father died, the stamp
collection he left behind became a
beautiful legacy, not in the monetary
sense, but in the thousands of happy
hours worth of memories, some of
the happiest times of our youth that
my brother and I had shared with our
father . Every stamp had a meaning,
every stamp had a history in which
we were bound together and every
stamp carried a special memory.

"My brother and I decided to split the
collection according to our special
interests. He kept the British
Commonwealth collection and the
France and Colonies collection.
Stanley Gibbons, Yvert and Ceres
became his bibles . His great specialty
eventually became the Prussian siege
of Paris and the resulting philatelically
unique balloon mail history . The rest
of the collection came to me and
soon, Scott gave way to Facit for the
Nordic countries, to Michel for a
great part of Europe and, of course,
Zumstein, when it came to
remounting the Swiss collection,
because, of course, the collection had
to be remounted once again.

"When my father died, I lived in
Mexico (where, of course, I started a
Mexico collection) . It seemed too
risky to bring my whole collection to
Mexico and it was stashed away, once
again, in safety deposit boxes in the
New York area . When I decided to
retire, in 1982 and move back to the
U.S ., I was reunited with my stamps
after a 35-year lapse .

	

Goodness
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knows, there was plenty to do with
my stamp collection to fill my
suddenly idle hours.

"My downfall came when I met Mr.
Zumstein and found out that there
were more than 27 Strubels, of which
I owned a total of 18 at the time . To
understand the complexity of this
issue became first a desire and then, a
love-affair. Don't get me wrong;
confusion and yes, frustration came
first . Then came stubbornness.
Eventually came pleasure . As I delve
ever deeper to try to unlock some of

the secrets this issue still keeps from
us, I find the challenge irresistible.
Not to the exclusion of the rest of
my collection, for I still tend the
whole garden, but that I have a
certain predilection for Strubeli can
be no secret to anyone who has ever
read this magazine . The rest of my
Swiss collection has suffered, for time
and resources have to be allocated
within the limits available. So, if
anyone out there knows of a perfect
Double Geneva on cover that can be
acquired for a song . . . .drop me a line,
or better yet, call me collect ."

SALES CIRCUIT NOTES

Emil L . Tobler Manager, AHPS Sales
P.O. Box 26 Bradford, R .I. 02808
Phone (401) 377-2238 (evenings)

The last couple of months have seen
a noticeable increase in material
submitted for sale . As of July 11, 8
circuits were mailed in 1992, with 4
more expected in the next 2 months.

Still there is a need for more good
quality material, especially cross and
numerals, 1900 UPU, Pax values 50
centimes and up, airmails F1-F2 and
NH, officials, postage due and
franchise, Hotels, soldiers, errors and
varieties, and better quality covers.

Post 1960 FDC 's, all Pro Juventute
and Pro Patria stamps (souvenir sheets
excepted .)

Geneva UN stamps and covers are
not solicited since they sell poorly to
our membership and we are
overstocked .

Remember that most circuits contain
only one or two categories of
material, so sales are best from
reasonable priced booklets . If
have good stamps of one or
closely related categories, but not
enough to fill a large (192 spaces) or
small (96 spaces) sales book, a
partially filled book is acceptable
provided it meets the minimum net
sales value requirement - $25 for small
books, $50 for large ones . If you
have questions, feel free to call or
write.

The Swiss franc is moving up again -
recently over $ .70 from just $ .66 a
couple of months ago. I suspect the
franc will go a lot higher after the
presidential elections, especially if big
spenders are elected to the congress or

you
two
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white house . (Editors note: no
political ads please .)

BUYERS the APS insurance plan
manager has asked that we follow the
procedure below in the event a mail
damaged circuit is received.

Please keep this direction for future
reference.

"If a package arrives in damaged
condition, the package should be
opened in the presence of a postal
official and a brief written summary
of damage made and signed by both
the recipient and postal employee . If
a postal employee does not want to
accept the responsibility of witnessing

the opening of the package, the
package should not be accepted.
Instead the postal employee should be
instructed to turn the damaged
package over to his/her supervisor
and recipient should go to the post
office and open the package in front
of that supervisor and make a written
report on damage, signed by postal
official and employee.

If the package is damaged and was
sent by insured mail, a PS Insured
Mail claim form #3812 should be
filled out and filed with the post
office . All documents on damaged
mail should be sent to the circuit
manager together with contents of the
damaged circuit ."

WIN THE JACKPOT WITH STAMPS? (II)
by Pierre Guinand (translated by Ernest L . Bergman from Berner Briefmarken Zeitung 2 1992,
page 23

72 F
is a magic catalog number which
draws the attention of many
philatelists . Since the discovery of
this stamp, identified by archivist H.
Ritter, the possession of it became the
high point in a collection of the
Standing Helvetia . The possession of
it or even finding it by oneself
became the documentation for great
philatelic knowledge and nearly a
must for receiving a good rating in a
national exhibition.

In the year 1977, a large lot of 3 Fr.
stamps was sold in Switzerland which
was followed by specialists' thorough
inspection. On this occasion, a few
72 F were found and various

collectors got a chance to buy this
stamp in an auction sale.

Let's consult the catalog . We have a
3 Fr . stamp with yellow-brown color,
perforation 11 3/4, (the same as Nr.
72 A of 1891-1900) and with the small
control mark (the same as Nr. 72 D
and 72 E of 1900-1905). The
combination of these two
characteristics is therefore the only
guide to the identification of the 72 F
and hence essential . It is sufficient,
however, for the positive classification
of this stamp.

These criteria were enlarged by the
specialists through further personal
research on this issue which added
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experienced eye can quickly identify
among the common 3 Fr . stamps, a
72 F with perforation 11 3/4, hence a
little bit larger than all the rest of
these stamps, blurred print, small
control mark and sooner or later with
a little bit (or much) of luck one can
find such an elusive item.

that 72 F, which have been identified
to date show blurred print and the
horizontal lines in the oval are
practically invisible and the oval is
filled with color. These are the
identification marks of the old hand-
printing press . One can observe this
kind of pring having quite a yellowish
tint on another frequently found
stamp, namely the 72 Da of 1900-
1902 . The knowledgeable collectors
realized quickly that this blurred
print and tint could be used for the
identification of the 72 F. Indeed the
dates of use and the field
characteristics indicate that this stamp
belongs to the same issue and was
printed with the same printing plate .

So far so good, but there is more
news to report! In the future the
specialized collectors have to refine
their observations because a 72 F was
found which was printed on the new
quick-printing press! Therefore, the
blurred print can from now on no
longer be used as a characteristic for
all 72 F . In the future, one must pay
attention to the main characteristics
which are recorded in the catalog.
The 72 F has an 11 3/4 perforation
with a small control mark (II) and
that's it . The blurred print, which is
still typical for many 72 F, is no
longer a specific criterium . We are
now forced to admit that 72 F also
exists with a very clear and clean

It only differs in the perforation . An print.
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The recently found specimen was
identified as based on field
characteristics to be from field 39 of
plate II b . This plate has four times
one hundred fields or a total of 400
stamps. Since the perforation
occurred in the one-hundred-sheet, at
least 100 specimens of this "newly"
discovered stamp must exist and in all
probability more. The date of
cancellation October 28, 1909, as well as
the light traces of wear, indicate that
it was printed at the same time as 72
Db of 1905 - 1906.

How is it now possible to be sure
that we do note have a 72 E? This
requires a very deliberate investi-
gation. First of all, the normal
differentiation between "E" and "F":
the vertical perforation has in both
cases 14 teeth, which are by "E"
within a perforation of 11 1/2 :12 and
by "F " 11 3/4 :11 3/4 .

This would indicate that there exists
a small difference in height (see also
illustration in the Specialized Catalog
on page 90 which facilitates the
comparison) . Additionally, these
illustrated stamps various small
characteristics of perforation 11 3/4
of field 39, which is also used for the
perforation of 72 A and 89 B of 1906.
The sheet reconstruction for the 72 A
is practically complete.

It was also possible for me to examine
and take pictures of various half-
sheets with the 89 B in the archives of
the PTT. The arrows in the
following illustrations draw attention
to the most important irregularities,
namely larger teeth, smaller teeth
which prove, if proof is still
necessary, that this stamp was
perforated with the 11 3/4 gauge. A
forgery of these small, fine features,
combined with those specific to the
field, is nearly impossible.

FIRST DAYS OF USE OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND
PRE-1945 INTERNATIONAL LABOR OFFICE STAMPS

By Richard Powers. [An update of an article which first appeared in "The Journal of United
Nations Philatelists", No . 12-5, p . 56, June 1989 and later appeared in a revised form in "Unopost,
UNOP-Zeitschrift fur UNO-Philatelie", No . 3-91, p . 26, June 1991 .]

Before February 1, 1944 the Swiss
Post Office treated its stamps
overprinted for use at the League of
Nations (SdN) and the International
Labor Office (BIT) like philatelic
stepchildren . During more than
twenty years these stamps were
available in mint form for use only
on official correspondence .

Collectors had to be satisfied with
canceled copies soaked off service
covers or with canceled-to-order
(CTO's) sold by the Post Offices in
Geneva or Bern . The latter can
normally be distinguished by the fact
that they still have gum and the
stamps bear a clean cancel of the post
office at the League of Nations in
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Geneva in one of the corners of the
stamp.

Occasionally these stamps were made
available in canceled form already
applied to a sheet of paper . Such
sheets are the forerunners of Swiss
PTT collection sheet . Figure 1 shows
copies of the first twelve stamps
issued for the League of Nations
canceled on February 15, 1923 at the
League of Nations Secretariat in
Geneva in presentation form less than
a year after the stamps were first
issued in overprinted form. Notice
that there are two 25-centime stamps
(Zumstein No. 4 and 5)! We shall
return to this point later on.

On only one occasion did the Swiss
Post Office officially allow League of
Nations stamps to bear a town mark
other than Geneva . This was on the
occasion of the 53rd session of the
Council of the League of Nations in
Lugano on December 15, 1928.
Figure 2 shows a sheet of League of
Nations stationery bearing a copy of
all the League of Nations stamps in
use at that time canceled with the
town mark of Lugano on the last day
of the meeting.

An indication of the indifference with
which the Swiss Post Office treated
collectors of SdN and BIT stamps was
the fact that the stamps merely
appeared with no announcement,
either before or after the fact, of the
first day of use of these stamps . I use
the term first day of use because the
vast majority of these stamps were
already in use in Switzerland in un-
overprinted form before they were

delivered to the League of Nations in
overprinted form . Officially the PTT
maintained that the overprinted
stamps were not new issues but only
a modified form of already existing
Swiss stamps . As a result many of
the stamps issued before 1944 for use
by the International Offices in
Geneva are catalogued with only a
probable first year of use . When one
looks in the specialized "United
Nations Philately" catalogue by
Gaines or in the Swiss catalogues
published by Michel or Zumstein
(prior to 1991), one finds exact dates
only for the first series in 1922-23, the
Disarmament Conference series in
1932 and the Building series in 1938.
But these stamps constitute less than
half of the stamps issued before 1944.
And there are reasons to believe that
some of the dates given are wrong!

There was one early attempt to set
the record straight . In 1943 the well-
known philatelist Charles Misteli
published a 46-page study entitled
"Etude sur les Timbres-Poste et
Obliterations de la Societe des
Nations, du Bureau International de
Travail et des Conferences
Internationales" (A Study of the
Stamps and the Cancels of the League
of Nations, the International Labor
Office and International Conferences).
This work is a thorough study with
information concerning quantities of
stamps in circulation, varieties and
apparent first days of use . A 20-page
update appeared in 1948 . I speculate
that practically all information which
appears in modern-day catalogues is
based on Professor Misteli's research.
Unfortunately it seems only a few
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Figure 3 : Early cover bearing League of Nations stamps postmarked June 24, 1922 . Four months
before the first day of sale?

Figure 4 : A pair of CTO 25-centime League of Nations stamps (Zumstein No . 4) canceled
on September 7, 1922 . One month before the first day of sale?
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hundred of these books were printed
and it is long since out-of-print.

I am in the process of translating
from the French and up-dating the
Misteli work for publication in
English and probably later in
German. I am trying to fill in some
of the gaps as far as first days of use
of these stamps . (Effective February
1, 1944 the Swiss PTT began to
publish systematically such
information .) In the accompanying
table I give a summary of the first
days of use of all stamps issued for
use by the League of Nations and the
International Labor Office before
1945 as given by Professor Misteli in
his book. Instead of the Misteli
catalogue numbers I have used those
of Zumstein . Next to the entries for
the League of Nations stamps are

those for the issues for the
International Labor Office . It appears
that in general (but not always) the
BIT stamps were distributed at the
same time as the SdN issues . I have
corrected what I consider to be
typographical errors in the Misteli
list . For example he gives 1939 as the
year of issue for the SdN Building
stamps (Zumstein No . 61-64), whereas
I have blocks of four of these stamps
with a clear CTO date of September
12, 1938! I suspect too that the olive
green 5-centime stamp (Zumstein No.
34) was released at the same time as
the 3-centime stamp (Zumstein No.
33) i .e ., in July 1930 and not in July
1935 as Professor Misteli states.

Next to the column of dates given by
Misteli, I give a list of documented
first days of use. This list is my

Figure 5 : Exhibition souvenir of the International Stamp Exhibition in Geneva in September 1922,
at which League of Nations stamps were probably sold to the public for the first time.
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First day of use of early League of Nations (SDN)
and International Labor Office (BIT) stamps.

Table continued on page 185

184 TELL, VOL. XVIII, 5 Sep. 1992



First day of use of early League of Nations (SDN)
and International Labor Office (BIT) stamps.

Table continued

185 TELL, VOL. XVIII, 5 Sep. 1992



personal list and consists of canceled
items that I have seen myself or via a
photocopy.

I would like to point out the wide
disparity between the Misteli date for
the first set of League of Nations
stamps (Zumstein No. 1-12) and those
that I have actually observed. He
gives October 3, 1922 . In 1988 there
was an auction held by UNOP (The
United Nations Philately group of
German-speaking collectors), which
included a cover (lot 94) with stamps
(Zumstein No. 2, 3 and 8) canceled
on June 24, 1922! This is shown in
Figure 3 . A few years ago I
purchased a pair of orange-red 25-
centime stamps with a cancel (CTO)
bearing the date September 7, 1922
(Figure 4) . In the current issue of the
Zumstein Catalogue one finds the
date of issue to be July 2, 1922 and
the first date of sale to be October 3,
1922 . Figures 3 and 4 seem to prove
that both of these dates are wrong.

In his article which appeared in
Unopost (No . 5-89, p . 40, October
1989) Thomas Fritsch expresses the
belief that October 3, 1922 was
originally chosen to be the first day
for the sale of CTO stamps to
philatelists . Presumable this is the
reason Professor Misteli lists this date
(as do most other catalogues) . But
apparently plans were changed . In
the 1926 issue of the "Briefmarken-
Spezialkatalog Schweiz" by Kuemin
and Beul, the publishers mention that
the stamps were actually sold at a
stamp exhibition in Geneva in
September 1922 . The "Exposition
Internationale de Timbres-Poste",

organized by the Union Philatelique
de Geneve took place from September
3rd to the 12th . Figure 5 shows a
post card issued by the show
organizers bearing the special show
cancellation with the date September
7, 1922 . This is undoubtedly a
coincidence but this is the same date
that is commonly seen as the earliest
date of CTO cancellations . It seems
likely that this is the exhibition
mentioned in the Kuemin and Beul
catalogue and that the stamps bearing
the September 7 date, were prepared
for sale at this show.

In the above mentioned article
Thomas Fritsch claims that at least
eleven of the twelve League of
Nations stamps from the first series
were sold (or at least received CTO
cancels destined for philatelists) for
the first time on September 7, 1922.
The sole exception is probably the
carmine 25-centime stamp (Zumstein
No. 5). Up till now the earliest
known date is November 4, 1922.
One might well ask why the League
of Nations needed two stamps in its
first series with 25-centime
denominations . A plausible
explanation can be found in the
Zumstein Catalogue . The un-
overprinted version of the Swiss
stamp (Zumstein No . 159) was first
issued in October 1922.

However, official use of the stamps
was already in progress . In his article
in the UNOP-Mitteilungsblatt (No . 6-
82, p 20, 1982) Hans Paikert
mentions that the overprinted stamps
were delivered to the League of
Nations on May 23, 1922 and
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Figure 6 : Letter of transmission accompanying the first batch of Swiss stamps overprinted for use
by the League of Nations. Delivery was made on May 23, 1922.
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Figure 7 : Shipping list of items actually delivered in the first shipment of a month's supply of
overprinted stamps for use at the League of Nations.

documents this with a picture of the
letter of transmission (Figure 6).
Included with the letter of
transmission was a shipping list
(Figure 7) of the actual stamps being
supplied. This was considered to be
a month's supply and included as few
as 400 of the 35-centime stamp
(Zumstein No. 7) to as many as 3000
of the 10-centime stamp (Zumstein
No. 2) . In this same article there is a
picture of a memorandum dated May
26, 1922 (Figure 8) indicating that the

Swiss postal administration had made
available to the League of Nations
beginning May 24, 1922 overprinted
stamps for official use only . The
stamps could be bought at the Swiss
federal post office which was
operating in the Secretariat building
of the League of Nations (the former
Hotel National). Employees at the
Secretariat were warned not to use
these stamps for private
correspondence nor to sell them . The
letter continues that, in spite of the
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Figure 8 : Internal Memorandum to Offices at the League of Nations Secretariat from the League
of Nations Postal Administration that the Swiss Post Office at the Secretariat had overprinted
stamps for sale since May 24, 1922 for use on official League of Nations correspondence only.

fact that the postal accord between
the Swiss PTT and the League of
Nations did not allow the League to
stock up on normal Swiss stamps, all
offices were advised to keep on hand
around 10 Sfr worth of normal (un-
overprinted) Swiss stamps for use in

emergencies when the post office was
closed.

Therefore it is not surprising if the
stamps were already in use in June
1922 as Figure 3 testifies . But exactly
when was the first day of use?
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But to return to our question about
two different 25-centime stamps, at
the time the stamps were overprinted
(May 1922?), the current 25-centime
stamp was orange-red (Zumstein No.
155) . Apparently the need for this
denomination was larger than
anticipated and a reprint of the
overprint was made at a time (during
October 1922?) when the old orange-
red 25-centime stamp was no longer
being used in Swiss post offices.
Hence the League of Nations ended
up with two versions of the 25-

centime stamps in its very first series.

I would appreciate hearing from
readers, who might be able to supply
me with photocopies of canceled
stamps bearing dates earlier than those
listed here, particularly from the first
series of both the SdN and the BIT
stamps.
I can be reached at the following
address:
Richard Powers Apt . 422
2445 East Del Mar Boulevard
Pasadena, California 91107

WIN THE JACKPOT WITH STAMPS? (III)
by Pierre Guinand (translated by Herbert Brach from Berner Briefmarken Zeitung 3 1992, page 44)

I have often been asked why, in the
Standing Helvetia issue, there exist
these rare specimens that have such
high catalogue prices and which are
so difficult to find even in unsorted
lots (if such even yet exist).

Let us recapitulate: This issue was
produced in four different perfo-
rations with an unknown number of
perforating tools:
The use of the 9¾:9¼ perforating
tool was quickly discontinued because
of the difficulty of separating the
stamps. The tabulation above shows
the chronological sequence of the
different issues and how they were
perforated, with no apparent logic,
with different perforating tools.

Let us recall that in this series of
articles we are talking about the
stamps with (Zumstein) numbers 68A,
72C, 72Fa, 100A, 97B and 99Bb . To
these, the following printing- or color

varieties can be added: 7lEa, 72Fb,
86Ad, 86Cb, 99Ba and, possibly,
number 74Ea.

All the stamps cited were issued at the
same time as their "common"
brethren and differ from them only
because of a different perforation . To
understand this, we are brought to
the trail that leads to the secret of
their existence . The "Standing
Helvetia" was printed, as we know,
by the engraving process from plates
which were prepared either galva-
nically or with a die . In both cases, is
the distance between the stamps
which were important, because it
depends on these measurements
whether the centering of the
perforation will be satisfactory or not.

Perforation was the last step in the
production of the stamps . We know
now that a large number of printing
plates was employed to produce this
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issue . First, plates with 200 stamps,
then with 400 and later again with
200-stamp panes ; these resulted, in
part, in different distances between
stamps.

What did the printing plant employee
have to do when he received orders
to further process the as yet
imperforate sheets? His first task
surely was to make sure which
perforating tool fitted best into the
space provided by the printing plate.
For example, in 1892 the new 30 cts
stamp was received . Which
perforating tool to use? We don't
know their exact number, but we do
know that two tools did exist . One
produced perforations 111 :11, the
other 11¾:11¾.. Which to choose?
Surely, the printer had to make trials
in order to find out which tool gave
the best results . The sheets which
were perforated with the tool that
was ultimately not adopted for use,
were not destroyed if they were at all
useable . And so, we have the famous
68A, one or more sheets of which
were perforated 11 ¾ as a trial; The
whole remaining issue was perforated

11½:11! These are now known as
68C or, after the change of the
control mark, catalogued as 68D.

This explanation can be used in
analogous fashion for other cases of
rare types. It appears even more
probable now since poor centering
can often be found in the case of 72F,
99B, 97B and 100A . It also allows us
to explain the existence of certain
rarities like numbers 86Ad and 86Cb,
for example, which were introduced
in the 1982 Handbook. Philatelists,

particularly those in Switzerland, have
been considering stamps with
differences in perforations as separate
issues . Let us not forget, however,
that for the Post Office, the
perforation was merely a means to
affect easy separation of the stamps
and not a characteristic that would
differentiate one issue from another.
The Zumstein Specialized Catalogue
has, for a long time, made the point
that the Postal Administration took
no notice whatever of the difference
in perforations . For that reason, the
size of issue for 66A+66B+66C is
shown only globally and not separa-
tely for each type. It was the
collectors who took notice of these
differences, not the PTT . It is thus
logical that these different issues were
sold to the public simultaneously and
that no separate bookkeeping exists.
Here, as elsewhere, it is the
philatelists who have to promote the
research.
And now, in closing, a few
possibilities that could knock some
specialists for a loop, under certain
circumstances : Does the 20 cts and
the 50 cts stamps on granite paper
really only exist in the perforation
11½ :12? Does number 73E from
1901, which was printed with the new
plate, really only exist with the
perforation 11½ :12? Are really all
the sheets of the 1905 25 cts and 30
cts stamps (87A and 88A) perforated
11½:11? Would it not be possible, on
the basis of the hypothesis postulated
above, that one or two sheets were
issued with a different perforation?
Who will discover an 87C or an 88B?
Will we find, one fine day, a 94B?
Or a 98B? Dream on!
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The World of the Circus
Circus — a magical word, one of the best-known in the world, a word that electrifies young

and old, rich and poor, with its promise of fun and thrills . Everyone loves the circus . Which
is not surprising : it is after all one of the oldest forms of entertainment . You are right
there at the ringside, the show is live ; there are no technical tricks, no electronic wizardry.

With its bareback riders, trained animals and a wide range of acts, the circus provides
good old-fashioned entertainment.
The four stamps created by Rolf Knie, St. Gallenkappel, express the feelings he associates with
the circus atmosphere . And for Knie as a painter, performer, and scion of a leading circus

dynasty, the associations are deeply personal . In his own words : 'You can't describe feel-
ings, words are inadequate. When you're there in the big top, it does something to you . The
animals, the smells, the music, lots of people with a shared experience—there's nothing like it

in the world . I designed the stamps with this unique atmosphere in mind .'

50 c Clowns on the trapeze, 70 c Sea lion with Auguste, 80 c Chalky the Clown with elephant,
90 c Lipizzaner with harlequin.
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2 5 .8.1992	 PRO SPORT
Pro Sport Stamp 1992 The third Pro Sport premium issue features an

unfinished work by JeanTinguely,who died in 1991. It depicts an assortment of symbols
and elements representing a wide variety of sports, thereby underlining the diversity
of the sporting world . At the same time the stamp pays tribute to one of the best
known of Swiss artists and one who always had a very close affinity with sport.

Ninety percent of the premium goes to the Swiss National Sports Federation to support
sports for all in local clubs, the remaining ten percent will be used for special cultural
and social work in connection with the sports movement.

Members' Mini - Ads
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The Orange 15 Cts . By J . Doorenbos

From ArGe (Arbeitsgemeinschaft) Schweiz, Mitteilungsblatt Nr . 28, Vol 9 Nr . 3, page 6.
Translated by Henry Alsberg.

The "Cross & Numeral" issue has
long been a Sleeping Beauty.
However, in 1967 it was thoroughly
awakened by a series of articles by M.
Schio in the BBZ (also published in
booklet form) . In 1982-1984, the SBZ
also produced a number of articles
about this issue, these by Werner
Boos. Both authors give special
attention to a stamp which also for
me is the most fascinating of this
issue: the 15 cts orange from 1888.
Particularly Schio has shed much light
on this . We now know which cir-
cumstance caused the existence of this
stamp:
it turned out that the chrome yellow
used for the printing of the regular 15
cts was toxic . This was communi-
cated to the printer who then
produced a new specimen with the
much less toxic cadmium yellow.
This was not successful (the dye
adhered poorly to the paper), so it
was decided to change the color of
the 15 cts ; as well known it became
violet.

Meanwhile a small edition of the 15
cts stamp with the different dye (and
also greatly different color) had been
printed and come into circulation.

Schio writes that the orange stamp
was used exclusively in Zurich and
Winterthur from December 1888 to
January 1889 . Boos says that it
appeared in late Fall 1888 and was
used in Canton Zurich . He estimates
that about 60 specimens are known

(for comparison, it is estimated that
the number of the double Geneva is
about 700) . The stamp is certainly
rare . Even poor specimens are
depicted in auction catalogues, some
even colored. In the catalogues
available to me I have found 46
specimens (as opposed to 141 double
Geneva) . Of these, 6 were mint, the
rest were canceled as follows:

Aussersihl 10 10 .Nov.88 - 18 .Dec .88

Hottingen 3 18 .Dec.88 -

	

2.Feb .89

Oerlikon 1 10 .May.89

Turbenthal 1 17 .Nov .88

Wädenswil 2 20 .Nov.88 -

	

8 .Dec .88

Winterthur 3 23 .Nov.88 - 23 .Dec.88

Zürich 13 16 .Nov.88 - 12 .Dec.88

unidentifiable

Total 40 16.Nov.88 - 10 .May .89

It is obvious from this table that the
situation described by Boos is more
exact than the description by Schio.
I find Boos' estimate of the number
of known specimens too low . There
must be more, I assume several
hundred.

The high point is the 15 cts orange
on cover . I have seen two, both
wrappers for the "Amtsblatt, Zürich",
which were at the same time payment
for the cost of an ad in this paper.
One is dated 14.XI .88 and has a
round cancel, the other is from
16 .XI .88 and has a rectangular parcel
cancel (cash was handled by means of
parcel post) . In both cases the ad cost
Fr . 1 .50 ; in the first case 15 cts was
added (5 cts postage + 10 cts cash
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handling cost), in the second case 30
cts, apparently another 15 cts for a
cover number of this paper . The
latter wrapper was auctioned on 11.
October 1969 at Uncommon Market
in Basel ; the piece came from the
famous collection of Dr. Anderegg.
Later it was sold at auction twice
more, both by Rapp in 1977 and
1983 . I have also seen two loose
specimens of the 63 Ad with the same
rectangular cancel and assume that
these originate from similar cash
mailings (Zurich, 16.XI .88) . Such a
cash mailing was a receipt, who
knows, maybe others are resting in
archives.

Thirty years ago I saw the orange 15
cts twice in the Netherlands . The
one specimen was contained in a
Swiss stock remainder which was
auctioned by van Dieten for 110
Guilders . I had offered 105 Guilders
in Writing, because the Swiss
offerings always came at the end of
the evening auction, too late to catch
the last train to Ede.

The second specimen I saw a short
time later in an Amsterdam stamp
shop in a collection from which only
the shop owner (who was absent) was
allowed to sell . Does another
specimen of this stamp exist in the
Netherlands? I don't know - in any
case, unfortunately, not in my own
collection.

This article appeared in 1985 in the
"Jungfraupost", the publication of the
Study Group Switzerland. There

were two reasons why my wife
worked on the translation. The
depicted stamp slept - I don't know
how many years - in a doubles lot
which I had bought for several values
of the "Standing Helvetia".

While doing "Clean-up Work" - my
wife 15 years ago was still a beginning
collector - she noticed the
extraordinary color of the stamp.
One look in the catalogue showed the
great rarity . That was the hour of
birth of a passionate collector.

The second point concerns the
estimated edition . My stamp used in
Winterthur shows the company
perfin G.V. of the firm Gebrüder
Volkart . Since it can be assumed that
the theft protection did not take place
for a few stamps, it must have
originated from a larger edition . The
perforations do not bother me, on the
contrary. As far as this stamp is
concerned, I am better off than Dr.
Doorenbos!

	

W. Bensing

198 TELL, VOL. XVIII, 5 Sep. 1992



An update. By Nelson D. Bentley, 3044 Otterson Drive, Ottawa, ON. K1 V 7B6 . Canada . See
related article "Swiss Helicopter Covers and Stamp" in Tell VoI. XVIII, Nr 4, July 1992, page 143.

Since I sent you the "Swiss Helicopter
Cover and Stamp " article I have
learned that the Secretary of the
German" Hubschrauberphilatelie "had
a major operation, and while
recuperating at home died . Any
correspondence should now be
addressed to the Editor: Karl
Wirssing, Blumenstrasse 1, W4772

Bad-Sassendorf, Germany.

Also, from another source I have
found three more helicopter flown
covers:

18 .6 .1977 Milano-Lugano special
postmark cancellation souvenir
envelope for Regiofil XII Lugano &
100 year Jubilation of vertical flight,
special cachet, also Vatican, San
Marino, Liechtenstein & Austrian

dispatches, red rectangle handstamp:
Volo Con Elicottero MILANO-
LUGANO.

29 .4 .1978 Mainland (Milano) - Lugano
- Mendrisio special postmark FISA
cancellation of souvenir envelope,
rectangle handstamp of Agusta 109
helicopter, Milano - Lugano, Milano -
Mendrisio & Lugano - Mendrisio, also
Vatican & San Marino dispatches.

28 .4 .1981 Lodrino - Bosco/Gurin
special postmark cancellation, special
cachet, 30 year Jubilation Lawinen
Notflüge (avalanche rescue flights), 2
handstamps, one re bad weather,
other Military Alouette III helicopter,
pilot Max Germann, also Vatican, San
Marino, Liechtenstein, & UNO
dispatches.

The last day of an Postoffice, Unterhünenberg . Submitted by Erwin Neuhold ArGe Schweiz.
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