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President's Corner
Charles J . LaBlonde

It's Been Fun!

Good news! This is the last time you'll open your Tell and see
me looking back at you. Four years ago, as I accepted the AHPS
presidency, I had no idea what to expect . Now, with the wisdom
of hindsight and after having written over 1350 letters, I can
honestly say it's been fun for two reasons : you, the AHPS members,
have been a great bunch to work with; and Swiss philately is fun.

People are the most important ingredient of any society and
AHPS is no exception . Your volunteer officers do a fantastic job
of making AHPS a full-service stamp society . Some have served a
long time, others have come forth when needed . I'd like to thank
them all and make one last appeal to our silent majority to get
involved . It doesn't hurt and it is fun.

Even after all these years, I'm still amazed at the breadth and
diversity of Swiss philately . For a small country, the philately has
so much to offer . Tired of stamps? Try cancels . . .there are over
22,000 entries in the Swiss machine cancel catalog for example.
And there are catalogs for K cancels, auto PO cancels, emergency
cancels, special event cancels, and more . Interested in airmail? I
get the feeling a Swiss airmail collection could go on forever . Postal
history perhaps? As an important European crossroads, the postal
history of Switzerland is rich and varied.

But how about the thrill of the hunt . . .there's nothing new in
Switzerland, right? Well, in the last Tell, one of our own members
reported on some new stamp varieties . And earlier this year
someone discovered a spectacular color error, heretofore unknown.
And only a few years ago Mr. Katcher discovered the 5 centime
rayed postage due . And there's always the surprise rooster without
luminous substance.

In short, Swiss philately has something for everyone, and to help
you understand and enjoy it all, AHPS exists . Please keep those
cards and letters coming . And thanks for everything.

Happy collecting!

November 1988

	

TELL 199



American Helvetia Philatelic Society
OFFICERS 1987-1989

ELECTED OFFICERS

	

APPOINTED OFFICERS REPRESENTATIVES

President
Charles J . Lablonde
P .O . Box 264
Chelmsford MA 01824
Home: 508-256-3904

Vice-President
Editor Emeritus
Henry Ratz
P .O . Box 21
Fiddletown CA 95629
209-296-5761

Secretary & Librarian
Richard T . Hall
P .O . Box 666
Manhattan Bch CA 90266
Home : 213-546-5226

Treasurer
Frank Young
412 North Main Street
Herkimer NY 13350
Home : 315-866-7822

Regional Director West
John B . Ballard
2054 East Rancho Drive
Phoenix AZ 85016
Home : 602-955-6703

Regional Director Central
Auction Manager
William R . Lucas
P .O . Box 228
Aurora IL 60507
Home : 312-983-9149

Regional Director East
Edward A. Friedman
9700 Southall, Apt . 2
Randallstown MD 21133
Home : 301-922-0248

TELL Editor
Steven S . Weston
P.O . Box 868
Del Mar CA 92014
619-481-5655

TELL Associate Editor
Felix Ganz
P.O . Box A-3843
Chicago IL 60690
Home: 312-939-2889

TELL Publisher
Leroy Wanamaker
P .O . Box 1467
Johnson City TN 37605
Home: 615-257-6779

Circuit Sales Manager
Emil L . Tobler
P .O . Box 26
Bradford RI 02808
Home: 401-377-2238

Slide Chairman
Howard Bauman
511 Summit Drive
West Bend WI 53095
Home : 414-334-4138

Publicity Chairman
Awards Chairman
Editor Emeritus
Harlan F . Stone
P .O . Box 299
Summit NJ 07901
Home : 201-377-7322

AHPS Attorney
Robert Zeigler
9122 Behner Brook Ct.
Indianapolis IN 46250
Home : 317-576-9020

APS Representative
E. Ben Henson
102 Adams Street
Burlington VT 05401

Union of Swiss Philatelic
Societies Representative
Ralph Soderberg
P .O . Box 36067
Grosse Pointe Woods
MI 48236
Home : 313-885-4125

Liechtenstein Study Group
Chm: Max Rheinberger
100 Elizabeth St . # 510
Duluth MN 55802
Home: 218-728-3925

Phil . Lit . Research Group
Chm: Dale R. Eggen
P .O . Box 2948
Warminster PA 18974-2948

1988 AHPS Convention
Philadelphia - SEPAD
Chm: Harlan F . Stone
P .O . Box 299
Summit NJ 07901
Home: 201-377-7322

1989 AHPS Convention
Indianapolis - INDYPEX
Chm: Robert Zeigler
9122 Behner Brook Ct.
Indianapolis IN 46250
Home: 317-576-9020

Copyright 1988, The American Helvetia Philatelic Society (AHPS).
TELL is the official journal of the American Helvetia Philatelic Society, affiliate #52
of the American Philatelic Society and a member of the Union of Swiss Philatelic
Societies, and is published bimonthly (Jan/Mar/May/Jul/Sep/Nov) . Deadlines are
a month prior to publication.

Subscriptions for 1989, included in AHPS dues : North America, $10 ; overseas air
delivery, $20 ; overseas surface delivery, $15 . Change-of-Address should be sent to
the Secretary . Advertising communications should be addressed to the Editor.

Opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and are not necessarily
endorsed by AHPS or the Editor . Articles on Swiss, Liechtenstein, UN Geneva and
related philately are welcome and should be sent to the Editor.

TELL 200

	

November 1988



EDITOR'S COMMENT

	

Steven S . Weston

As some of you may have surmised, I don't write this entire
column at one time. As things occur or come to mind, I write
about them. I was talking with Chuck LaBlonde the other day when
he asked me how I planned to store all of the covers I'd been
accumulating. It happens that I had given serious thought to that
matter . Cover storage which allows easy access, viewing, and
adding new arrivals is not a trivial problem . There are always
plenty of "free" boxes around ; but they are seldom sized to accom-
modate European covers . I'd seen advertisements for philatelic
cover boxes . However, they were less than 5" tall and there was
always a minimum order requirement . And they were true boxes;
they had a top cover which meant that stacking and accessing them
later would be like working in a shoe store stockroom.

After several visits to the office supply store, I found a better
solution: pull-drawer style 5x8 card files . Made of reinforced
fiberboard with metal drawer pull and label holder, they provide
dust proof storage, stacking and easy access to about 15 inches of
covers. Don't get the ones with card supports or follow-blocks
because European covers will not fit in those models . Adding your
own stick-on rubber "feet" creates an ideal cover storage file . Look
for Hedges #358 ($10) or Globe-Weis #58C-GRE ($11 .25).

Sometime in 1992, member states of the European Community
will dismantle all remaining trade barriers in the I2-nation economic
bloc. This fact is forcing Switzerland to question the long-term
business and political implications of staying out of the EC . Until
now, the Swiss have been adept at exploiting the differences in
national trading practices within the EC . But in 1992, they will
confront a united front. "[We] cannot, as we have often done in the
past, pick only the raisins out of the cake," says Credit Suisse
Chairman Rainer E . Gut.

As a member of the EFTA, Switzerland has enjoyed a free-trade
status with the EC since 1972 and many Swiss-EC individual
agreements are in place . Such treatment has been vital in achieving
Switzerland 's unrivaled per-capita prosperity . Exports account for
a third of gross national product, and 55% of exports go to the EC.

Hence the concern in Switzerland when EC officials warn EFTA
not to expect a "free ride" from an EC preoccupied with its own
problems. And just as Switzerland is counting on support from
fellow EFTA members, they may begin to bolt . Neighboring
Austria, neutral or not, is leaning toward EC membership . Norway
and perhaps Sweden and Iceland could follow . That would leave
only Finland to keep the Swiss company on the outside.

"We should not adopt the attitude of the rabbit which sits wide-
eyed and horrified in front of the snake," says Otto Stich, President
of the Confederation. Speeches, reports and newspaper articles on
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the topic proliferate . "Every little cow federation up in the Alps
has an EC seminar now," says Thomas Gasser, an executive at Asea
Brown Boveri AG, the Swiss-Swedish electrical-engineering giant.

Many points of contention and conflict have placed Switzerland
in a schizophrenic position and "the EC will no longer tolerate it,"
says one Swiss businessman . Especially worrisome to Switzerland are
the rumbles of reciprocity . That is because the discrepancies
between the EC and Switzerland are wide, on issues ranging from
taxes and takeovers to banking secrecy and auto exhaust . While the
Swiss drive 40-ton trucks around Europe, no trucks over 28 tons can
cross ecology-minded Switzerland . While the EC will allow the free
flow of people across borders, Switzerland has imposed foreign-
worker quotas so strict that skilled labor is in short supply. The
quarter-million Swiss working in EC countries may find themselves
less welcome. Agriculture, too, poses special conflicts because
Switzerland has outsubsidized even the heavy-spending EC to meet
a strategic goal of food self-sufficiency.

Yet many Swiss remain unfazed, convinced their country's
strength lies in its long history of autonomy . Recent polls show the
Swiss almost evenly split on whether to seek EC membership.
Gaston Thorn, a former EC Commission president, warned sternly
in a Swiss television interview recently that Switzerland "couldn't be
outside and inside at the same time ."

I thought that this would be of interest to you even if it's not
philatelic. As this drama is played out, the decisions made could
affect the value of Swiss philatelic material and the health of the
Swiss philatelic market . The information presented is from the Wall
Street Journal and the Swiss American Review.

Have you heard enough of "8 .8 .88" yet?
Bruno Gassner, postmaster in 8888 Heiligkreuz
(Mels), probably has . According to the Swiss
American Review, his office processed over
30,000 pieces for the Schnapszahl . Chuck
LaBlonde sent me a copy of this interesting
cancel -- nine in a row! That won't happen
again for quite a while and I'll bet there are
fewer than 30,000 around.

At this time of the year, the new editions of our favorite stamp
catalogs are released . (Felix Ganz reviews the new Zumstein
catalogs in this issue.) At this writing, many are awaiting the
release of Volume IV of the Scott catalog which contains the
Switzerland section . Normally, this release is not very important to
Swiss collectors but, with Scott's new pricing policy, quite a few
people are concerned that Swiss prices will be cut drastically.

I see little reason for concern . Even though 20th-century
German issues are down in Volume III, and the same may happen
with Swiss semi-postals of the same period, the Swiss stamp market
will remain little changed because prices will be set by the suppliers
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who are in Switzerland and the demanders who are mostly in
Europe. Few of them give a "hoot" about . Scott catalog prices.
Although U .S. dealers use the Scott numbering system (for reasons
unknown to me), most set their prices according to Zumstein
because when they have to replenish stocks, they buy from the
European market which goes by Zumstein or Michel catalogs.

My cover story this month is a continuation of the remarks
Henry Ratz made in the September issue of Tell (p .167) which were

stimulated by J . de Beaumont's article in the January issue (p .29).
Both covers shown were used to mail typical economy-size holiday
greeting cards which qualified for the printed matter rate with 5
words or less, flap unsealed and tucked-in . Both covers were
obtained from a bourse dealer's box for $1.

The top cover shows the red-lilac 5c Tellboy issue of 1927 (Sc.
160; Z 170) postmarked 31 .XII .31 . But by that date, two stamps
paying the 5c rate had been issued . So why was this stamp kept
unused for so many years. Well, the rate was raised to 7½c for this
type of mailing effective 1 January 1928 . This rate remained in
effect until 1 July 1930 . With a print run of 186 million, this stamp
saw a long period of use even though interrupted for a few years.

Finding a copy of the 5c red-lilac used in this fashion before
1928 could be fairly tough because it was only available for 6-7
months before the rate changed and would likely be worth more the
I franc price given in the catalog.

The bottom cover shows the 5c overprint on the 7+c green
Tellboy (Sc . 208 ; Z 181) which was issued 1.VII.30 to provide a
stamp paying the new rate effective that day. Only 1 .2 million of
these overprint stamps were issued in the interim before the 5c
olive-green Tellboy (Sc . 161 ; Z 183) was issued in November 1930.
The cover shown was postmarked on 31 .XII.30 and is relatively
scarce.

All this is meant to show that it can be fun and rewarding to
search those dealer boxes and do a little research.

All of you will have received your 1989 dues notice by now. If
you haven't sent us your check yet, take a moment and do it right
now lest you forget and miss an outstanding issue of Tell planned
for January.

After a year of putting out your Tell, I'd like to thank the
members and our advertisers for their support . Tell and the AHPS
would cease to exist without your membership dues and advertising
revenues. Remember to patronize Tell advertisers (and mention
Tell) ; without our purchases they have little reason to advertise.

I'd like to especially thank Henry Ratz for his outstanding series
of articles (some still to be published) . In the last issue, I made a
call for articles . I hope some of you have been busy writing them
and will soon send them for publication.

And lastly, your AHPS officers would like to express their wishes
that you have a pleasant and happy holiday season.
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GUEST COMMENTARY

	

Ed Chalfant

While we sell light hinged, hinged, and never hinged Swiss issues,
I'd like to comment about collecting mint never-hinged Swiss issues
prior to the first Tell-boy issues of 1907 (Sc . #126; Zst . #101). The
premium for never-hinged of this era is very high and even higher
for VF centering. However, the numbers available are very small.

Most of these issues could easily have been regummed . It's
extremely hard to tell the difference between original gum and
regummed stamps of this vintage . The gum used in those days
contained acid and much of it will damage stamps after 100 years,
especially the very early classics . I believe that the best thing to do
with stamps of this era is to soak off the gum! Drastic as this may
sound, it may be the only way to protect your stamps from severe
damage. Besides acid damage, much of the gum of this period is
already crinkling and damaging the underlying stamp.

To protect the gum, many have used stamp mounts instead of
hinges . Current mylar mounts will not damage your stamps but
many mounts sold in the 1940s and 1950s will damage your stamps.
Some of the mounts that have been most destructive are Crystal
Mounts and PM Mounts. There are others, but no matter what type
you used, I suggest that you examine them for damage.

My suggestion is to do what the Swiss PTT Museum has done
and soak off the gum on your older issues . In my opinion, gum is
not very important on these older issues . If you wish to protect
the stamp, which is important, the only way is to remove the gum.
If the Swiss PTT has taken this action, why shouldn't you? In the
future, more and more dealers and collectors will be removing this
dangerous gum to safeguard their stamps . Hence, it makes no sense
to pay a premium for gum now when it will not exist in a few
years. After all, we collect stamps, not gum.

I do not make this suggestion lightly . In the past ten years, I
have found more and more early issues that were damaged due to
gum or mount problems . If you want to protect your investment,
getting rid of the gum is a wise decision . I suggest that you
examine your old stamps monthly and as soon as damage is noticed,
get rid of the gum.

The paper used for these stamps contains acids. When combined
with acid gum, your risk of damage is significant . Many European
auctions are already offering mint classic stamps without gum . But
for some reason, this is taking longer to become acceptable here.
Do yourself and future collectors a favor by getting rid of gum
problems before it's too late.
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Postal History of The Rigi Dr. Z . Inderbitzin

Published in Postgeschichte, Numbers 1, 2, 4 and 5 . Reprinted with permission of
the author and publisher. Translated by Charles LaBlonde.

Many philatelists are interested in the Rigi . On one side are
those building collections involving the Cantons of Schwyz and
Luzern, also hotelpost collectors. And, those interested in the health
spas and mountain railways, collectors of picture and view cards and
those who are interested in airmail cannot ignore this famous moun-
tain. Our focus in this article will be the actual postal history of
the Rigi area, its post offices and cancels up to about 1925.

It seems fair to say that the beginning of regular mail transport
from Rigi into the valley should be sought in the "Monastery Posts ."
The small monastery, "Niederlassung," near Rigi-Klösterli (1719) was
manned by four Capuchins in 1761 to accommodate visiting
pilgrims, 12000 to 15000 per year . The Capuchins were probably
in touch by mail with their cloister near Arth.

Following the pilgrims were the tourists who wanted to discover
the Alps in the manner of Albrecht von Haller ; on Rigi above all,
they saw the sunrises, seas of fog and mountain storms . Already in
1781 the Rigi-Klösterli area had three guest houses : "Maria zum
Schnee," "Zum Ochsen" and "Zum weissen Ross ." The first inn on
Rigi-Kulm was opened in August 1816, built with funds collected
throughout Switzerland ; again in 1951, by means of a medallion sale,
the Grand Hotel was demolished and a new inn, fitting with its
environment, was built.
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Rigi-Kulm, the first mountain house by Josef Bürgli, 1816.

The Luzern government had an inn built on Rigi-Kaltbad in
1756, which was enlarged in 1824. The guest house, "Staffel," was
remodeled in 1816 . Since the tourists had no postcards to send until
the end of the 19th century, examples of mail from Rigi are very
rare before this time.

Winkler, in his "Handbook of Swiss Prestamp Philately 1695-
1850," shows as number 4125, a cursive red crayon postmark "RIGI"
with the date of use as 1833. This could be the first known
postmark (better : messenger postmark) on a Rigi letter . And, at that
time the first regular postal connection actually came into being, as
we read in the "Neue Zürcher Zeitung" Number 59 of 25 July 1825:

Notice : To ensure a regular postal connection with the guest houses on the Rigi
during the season, a messenger service has been initiated . It will transport letters and
parcels of no value and weighing less than 10 pounds . The departures from Zürich
are Monday and Friday at 12 Noon ; Arrivals in Zürich are Sunday evenings at 8 p .m.
and Wednesday mornings at 6 a .m. On the Rigi, the messengers are scheduled to
arrive at Maria zum Schnee (Klösterli) Tuesdays and Saturdays at 8 a .m., at
Kaltenbad 9 a .m. They return the same afternoon from Kaltenbad at 2 p .m. and
from the Klösterli at 3 p .m. Zürich the 20th of July 1832 ; Head Post Office.

For travelers, the normal route to the Rigi was certainly by ship
from Luzern to Küssnacht, Weggis, Vitznau or Gersau; from Zürich
via Zug, the Lake of Zug to Arth or Immensee . In 1827 a road was
planned from Zug via Walchwil to Arth, Schwyz and Zürich (which
operated the main Schwyz postal routes since 1804 in order to
control the Gotthard route) it was specified that messenger service
between Zug and Schwyz would take place three times weekly and
that a postal coach connection would be established by 1835 at the
latest (ad in the "Freien Schweizer", 3 .4 .1835) . On can assume that
after 1835, regular postal coach service led to the foot of the Rigi.
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The coach service was rapidly expanded through official and
private means. With the introduction of steamships on the Lake of
Zürich (the "Minerva" on 19 July 1835) and the Lake of Luzern (the
"Stadt Luzern" from Flüelen on 24 September 1837) travel to the Rigi
became very popular . For example, the following ad appeared in
the "Freien Schweizer" Number 14 of 15 July 1836:

Fast and cheap travel opportunities to Arth at the foot of the Rigi . Tuesday, Friday
and Saturday at 8 :30 a .m. the steamship Minerva departs on its usual round trip,
from now to the end of August, Zürich to Horgen, where, depending on the number
of passengers, one or more comfortable coaches travel to Zug and then to the foot of
the Rigi, arriving around 2 p .m ., which allows an easy climb of the Rigi that same
day. The same coaches return later in the day, departing Arth for Horgen at 4 p .m.
The steamship departs for Zürich the following morning at 6 :30 a .m. The departure
point in Horgen is the Schwanen, in Arth the Schwarzen Adler, in Zug the Ochsen . . ..

Caspar, Laemmlin and Co.

The postal traffic from Luzern and Zürich to the Rigi in the
1830s was already noteworthy. The area of attraction was widened
to eastern Switzerland in the 1840s where, in 1842, St . Gallen took
over the postal activity from Schwyz under the Zürich treaty . One
half year earlier, on 11 June 1841, we read in the "Waldstätter
Boten," Number 47:

Daily express coach carrying passengers and their baggage between Schwyz and
Uznach and to and from the foot of the Rigi . . . . The managers have arranged for
transport from Seewen to and from Lowerz and Goldau so that passengers leaving
Chur, Pfeffers, Glarus, St Gallen, Herisau (Heinrichsbad) in the morning arrive at
Einsiedeln at 1830 and at the foot of the Rigi at 1230 . . ..

With this sort of travel activity it is
not surprising that the first Rigi post-
mark appeared at this time (Winkler
4126). Time of use is placed at

1849/1850 but in a 1977 auction it was seen on a 16 August 1841
letter from Rigi-Kulm . Winkler explains (p . 537), " . . .the postmark
served the entire Rigi area and was probably used at Rigi-Kulm ."
On the other hand is information from the Luzern Postal District
stating that the name Rigi applied exclusively to the post office
Rigi-Kaltbad until 1873 . The cancel handbook lists two similar
postmarks, 30/R/66 and 30/R/67 ; both are ascribed to the Canton
of Luzern and therefore Rigi-Kaltbad . But did such a small post
office as Rigi-Kaltbad, practically only a Kurhaus, really use two
postmarks at the same time, namely 1852-1858 Nr. 30/R/66 and
1854 Nr . 30/R/67?

Is it not more logical that Winkler 4126 and 30/R/66 are
identical, and that both are identical with the mark AW 160/32?
The latter is attributed to the Canton of Schwyz and therefore Rigi-
Kulm (although Group 160 does not seem especially accurate since
it attributes all of the Kaltbad cancels to the Canton of Schwyz)?

All of the Rigi cancels mentioned so far, and other cancels used
before the establishment of official post offices, are hotel cancels.
One should note also that the cancels of other small towns outside

Wi Nr . 4126

	

AW Nr . 160/32
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of the Rigi area might be called "private cancels" at this time . The
village messengers often had the marking devices made themselves
and used them to show the origin of a piece of mail . This aided
the determination of transit time and the postage to be paid by the
recipient of the letter. Without the marks, the origin of a piece of
mail could not be determined until the seal was broken.

Another hotel cancel (Nr . 161/20 blue) from Rigi-Kulm is shown
below. This letter, postmarked on 5 October 1863 in Arth, shows
a fairly late fall date for an early Rigi letter . The letter is interest-
ing for other reasons ; it was sent by the Rigi-Kulm Hotel owners
to the Federal Telegraph Workshops in Bern . On 15 July 1867, a
telegraph office was opened in the hotel . This letter shows that
correspondence relative to this event was already being exchanged
four years before installation.

Into the 1870s, travelers came to the Rigi by foot, horse or sedan
chair . On 23 May 1871, the first mountain railway in Europe was
opened from Vitznau to Rigi-Staffel following a plan developed by
N. Riggenbach . It was extended to Kulm in 1873. In 1874, the rail
line from Rigi-Kaltbad to Rigi-Scheidegg was opened. By 4 June
1875, the train ran from Arth-Goldau to Rigi-Staffel and Kulm.
The founding of the company Regina Montium gives a little insight.
They began to build monster hotels at Kulm, Scheidegg, Frist, etc.
-- and one year later they were bankrupt.

At this time of railroad building, the Federal Post Office also
appeared on the Rigi in the form of the Luzern Postal District ; I
thank them for the details contained in the following sections.
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Rigi-Kaltbad (Canton Luzern)
A telegraph office was opened in the Grand hotel in 1854,

fourteen years before the first telegraph stamps were issued ; it was
only open in summer . In 1864, the first hotel stamp appeared ; it
was canceled with the octagonal mark of the telegraph office.

On 22 June 1871, Rigi-Kaltbad was the first Rigi area to get an
official Swiss post office . It was open yearly from June 1st to
October 15th. Starting 2 November 1890 the post office remained
open year round, from May 1st to October 31st as a full PO and in
winter as a non-accountable depot . Beginning in 1910 the post
office was a full PO all year long.

Returning to hotel stamps, in the Zumstein Specialized one finds
under the hotel stamps from Rigi-Kaltbad, "Used for postage until
1871 ." That's exactly the when the first official PO was opened at
Rigi-Kaltbad. But what about the hotel stamps from Rigi-Kulm
(#5; first day, 8 July 1880), Rigi-Staffel, and the comment shown
for Rigi-Scheideck, "Used for postage until 1881 ."? Doesn't the use
of hotel stamps, after the establishment of railways and official post
offices, at least during open periods, need to be questioned, even
though Zumstein notes in the introduction, "They serve to show
transport fee paid only between hotel and post office ."? So today
very high prices are paid for what are really labels.

In addition to the straightline postmarks of Group 30, Rigi-
Kaltbad used two different telegraph marks, three different
postmarks of Group 43 and three double-circle postmarks of Groups
141B and 141C. An emergency postmark is known dated 20 .X.20.

Notable and worthy of collection are the beautiful hotel marks
from Rigi-Kaltbad found in Groups 160 and 161, to which we add
the mark shown on the card below . Probably the fact that these
marks were very similar to official postmarks led to their early
demise and thus great scarcity.
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Rigi-Unterstetten (Canton Luzern)
Unterstetten is the newest postal entity on the Rigi; it was

opened on August 1st, 1903 as a summer office (accountable).
Rigi-Kaltbad was the office of accountability . The office was open
from June 1st to September 30th, and beginning in 1912, from June
15th to September 25th. On 1 June 1914 it was transformed to a
nonaccountable PO. During WW I the PO was closed 1915-1918,
reopening 1919 as a nonaccountable agency . From 1932 the PO was
closed and never reopened . The formal closure did not take place
until 1940. Unterstetten never had a telegraph.

Philatelists live for surprises and in my own collection I found
a postcard bearing postmark 145/R/41 dated 27 .8 .17, during WW I
when the PO was closed . Could it be possible that the postmistress,
Frau Zimmerman, still handled and marked some mail despite the
PO being closed?

Besides the normal double-circle postmark cited above, a new
postmark was discovered belonging to Group 45, dated 17 .10 .12
(Interphila auction, 8 .12.79).

Grubisbalm (Canton Luzern)
A postal curiosity is this Kurhaus, a vacation hotel for railroad

employees . On the back of a card, postmarked in Vitznau on
16 .6.07 (below) one reads, "Post Office in the Hotel -- Telephone ."
Across the entire picture is written the word "Post ." It can be
determined that Grubisbalm never had a PO nor any form of
official postal entity . One can speculate that the owners of the
hotel may have "upgraded" their mailbox to a PO.
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Rigi-Kulm (Canton Schwyz)
This office and its . early cancels were

covered earlier . The first official nonaccountable-
able depot was established on 1 July 1873 with
an open period of June 1st to September 30th.

On 1 July 1876, the office became accountable with accountablity
in Rigi-Kaltbad . The open period varied often: 1892, May 15th to
September 30th; 1902, May 1st to October 31st, 1920, July 1st to
August 31st . In 1922, it became an agency . From 1942 to 1955
the agency was run by official post office personnel and since 15
May 1956 the office was open all year as a nonaccountable agency.

The first mark used by the official PO was
43/R/140 in black or purple . There followed from
1877 to 1879 the cancel 149B/R/13, then the
standard double-circle cancel, 141 A/R/ 15 which was
in use for nearly 60 years . The Group 72 cancel
should also be mentioned. Rigi-Kulm is rich in
hotel marks of all forms and colors, with and
without dates .

Rigi-Staffel (Canton Schwyz)
A telegraph office was opened here on 13 June 1871 and manned

during the summer . It became an accountable summer depot on 1
June 1873 with accountability in Rigi-Kaltbad. Open times were
June 1st to September 30th ; 1902 from May 15th to September 30th.
In summer 1917, the office was manned for the last time and formal
closing was 17 March 1919 . On 1 May 1956, the office was
reopened year round as a nonaccountable agency.

The first postmark used at Rigi-Staffel was 43/R/142 in black,
used also on registration labels as shown above on a letter of 10 .7 .79
along with the second Rigi-Staffel mark, 141 B/R/22. This latter
mark was used from around 1876 to around 1910 and was replaced
by a decorative mark of Group 173B.

RIGI - KULM
43/R/140

149B/R/13
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The blue mark, 43/R/142a, first used in 1898, was probably used
by the railroad since it was found next to the stamp which was
canceled in Goldau . Similar is the boxed mark, 155J/45, Rigi-
Bahn-Staffel . The hotels (Hotel Rigi-Staffel, Hotel Felchlin, Hotel
Rigi-Bahn, Hotel Edelweiss) use decorative marks from time to
time, all of which are worthy of collection.

Rigi-Klösterli (Canton Schwyz)
Almost simultaneous with the opening of the Arth-Rigi line, a

nonaccountable postal depot was opened at Rigi-Klösterli on 1 July
1875 . It was open from July 1st to September 30th . One year later,
on 1 July 1876, the depot was made accountable for money orders
with office of accountability in Arth. In 1877, the PO was open all
year. In 1928, it was elevated to an accountable agency (Arth-Rigi
Line), open in summer and winter, closed spring and fall . On 1
May 1966 it was demoted to a nonaccountable agency and workers
from Goldau took over the postal service . Rigi-Klösterli had a
telegraph office from 1 July 1874.

The first postmark was Nr. 46/67; it was used until 1921 . It is
shown below with the date 21 August 1875, the first summer shortly
after the opening of the PO.

The second mark of the Group 141A type came into use in 1892
but it is not shown in the cancel catalog . It could have been in use
as long as 1928. Other than those from the Hotel Sonne, I know of
no other marks from Rigi-Klösterli.

Rigi-First (Canton Schwyz)
As at Rigi-Klösterli, a nonaccountable depot was opened at Rigi-

First on 1 July 1875 with accountability office in Rigi-Kaltbad. On
10 July 1875 a telegraph office was opened . The PO was closed
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from 1880 to 1892. On 1 June 1993 it was reopened, June 1st to
September 30th . After being upgraded to an agency in 1921 it was
closed permanently in 1931 . Formal closure was 29 November 1932.

Rigi-First used, from the opening to the 1880
closure, a block-lettered postmark in black or blue,
Nrs . 143/R/136 and 136a, the latter appearing also
on telegraph stamps . Beginning in 1893, the mark
141A/R/14 was in use ; it is shown here on the
first day of the PO reopening 1 .6 .1893 . A larger
block-lettered postmark of Group 43 with dimen-
sions 6 x 30+ mm is known around 1924.

Rigi-Scheidegg (Canton Schwyz)
Also spelled as Scheideck. In 1840, at Rigi-Scheidegg, a health

spa was built which could handle 300 guests by the mid-1860s . On
1 June 1864, a telegraph office was opened . By 1 June 1874, the
train ran from Kaltbad to Scheidegg; this service ended in 1931.
The tracks were sold for scrap in 1941 during the war and the track
bed is used today for cross country skiing.

Like all postal installations on the Rigi with
telegraph sections, Scheidegg also had its octagonal
telegraph cancel of the Group 152 type . Starting
in 1866, one encounters the boxed postmark Nr.
65/4 (spelling Scheideck); it appears often on the
hotel stamps which were issued in 1868 . The
figure shows this mark together with the PD Nr.
13/A/15 from postal district VII to which Rigi
belonged.

The opening of a nonaccountable depot with accountability office
in Gersau took place on 1 June 1875 . It was open from June 1st to
September 30th. In 1886 the depot was made part of the Kaltbad
PO. It was made accountable in 1892 . During the war years 1915-
1918, it was closed . From 1919 to 1932 it functioned as a non-
accountable depot and was closed in 1932, formally in 1939.

The postmark, 43/R/141, was in use upon opening . In 1877 the
double-circle mark Nr. 141B/R/21, spelling Scheidegg, appeared.
Starting in 1900, the spelling of this mark was changed to Scheideck
and changed back again at the end of the 1920s . In 1907 we
encounter an emergency mark, 94A/181 . The cancel catalog also
lists some hotel marks in use at the end of the 1870s, Nrs . 160/44
and 160/45.

In the postal history of the Rigi, one sees clearly the development
of the tourist industry in Central Switzerland ; strong growth in the
last third of the 19th century, a break during WW I after which the
number of foreign visitors never again reached earlier levels.

In closing, the Rigi collector should also have a piece from the
plane crash of 30 .4 .1935 in his collection.
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PTT Recent Issues

	

Steven S . Weston

On September 9th, the PTT issued a publicity set of four stamps.
The 35c value commemorates the 50th Anniversary of the Swiss
Accident Prevention Office by depicting a climber's snap link . The
50c value marks the centenary of the Swiss Metalworkers' and
Watchmakers' Association by showing a typical metalworking
process. The 150th anniversary of the Swiss Federal Office of
Topography is honored on the 80c value with
a design by Beni LaRoche showing a triangula-
tion pyramid, a theodolite and the end product
- the maps of Switzerland . The opening of the
International Red Cross Museum is publicized
on the 90c value with an illustration of the
museum's highly original structure in its land-
scape setting . The museum is totally under-
ground with its exterior walls facing a large open light well . The
80c value is the most pleasing of the four and has a complementary
design in the 70c value of the 1949 Technical Landscapes issues
which are still valid for postal use.

A new stamp booklet was issued on September 8th, replacing the
current Folk Costumes booklet . The Folk Costumes definitives had
been replaced in 1986/87 with the Postal Activities issues, of which,
the 50c postman is used in the new booklet. The old booklet was
seldom requested lately because it contained too many small and odd
values to be of much use to the public.

The booklet costs 5 Francs and contains two strips of five stamps
cut lengthwise and double-folded (not oddly triple-folded as shown
on Page 233) to fit the single pane into the white and blue-printed
cover. The special sheets used to make these booklet panes will not
be sold, according to the PTT . Special first day covers and cancels
will not be available and there was no advance sale . Booklets cds-
canceled "3000 Bern 1 Annahme 8.9.88" may be purchased from
Philatelic Offices and will be provided to new issue subscribers.
Information about the print form (and FDC gutter pairs) would be
appreciated!

On September 13th, the PTT issued two
official stamps. The 90c value for the Inter-
national Labor Organization, designed by Hans
Erni, shows a welder and a laboratory assistant
in protective clothing. The intrusion of the
green garbed assistant into the welder's world
is unfortunate . The International Telecommuni-
cations Union, issued a 140c value showing optical fibers.

Call For New Auction Manager
After many years of yeoman service, Bill Lucas is resigning from
has duties as AHPS Auction Manager. If the auctions are to
continue, we need a new manager . Contact Chuck LaBlonde.
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A Pseudo Black Print Dr. A . Guggisberg

Translated by Charles J . LaBlonde from SBZ 5/88.

A German and a Swiss stamp dealer are offering the illustrated
black print (stamp shown as block of four) in a limited edition of
5000.

According to the large philatelic dictionary of Ullrich Hager, a
black print is a separate printing made by the PTT from the original
printing cylinders, in original size, with no perforations.

When questioned, the PTT informed us that the illustrated "black
print" is merely a reproduction of the stamp in one color, but not
from the original printing cylinder.

The PTT (legal department) allows such reproductions under the
following rules : (1) the reproduction must be at least 1/3 smaller or
larger than the original ; (2) up to size A7 (74 x 105 mm), the
reproduction must have a black corner line or circle; (3) the
reproduction must bear the PTT copyright notice . If the reproduc-
tion has commercial purposes, permission must be obtained from the
PTT Legal Department, 3000 Bern . On the illustrated item,
"Copyright PTT" is clearly printed, along with the PTT logo . This
is forbidden and this company has been warned not to print the
PTT logo on commercial items in the future.
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AHPS MAIL AUCTION

Auction #81 values are from Zumstein and Amateur Collector catalogs or estimated
retail unless otherwise stated ; 1 SFr = $ .63 and £1 = 1 .68 . The closing date is
December 17, 1988 . Submit bids to : Wm. R . Lucas, P .O . Box 228, Aurora IL 60507

Lot Description	 $ Catalog/Est
1 10 (Z 17II) Used with Zumstein Cert . "genuine condition : good".

Very nice cds NEUCHATEL ; nice margins ; pretty	 $130 .00
1 48 (Z 35) Used, F, cds	 $144 .00
2 87b (Z 71E) Used, F, slightly smeared cds 	 $236 .00
3 111b (Z 92C) Used, Avg, SON CHIASSO MESSAGERIA 20 .X .07	 $157 .50
4 203a (Z 166z) Used B/4, VF, light cds	 $22 .00
5 440/55 (Z 412/27) Used B/4, VF, single FD cds ;	 $48 .00
6 B2/3 (Z WI 2/3) Unused, F/VF, paper remnant on gum;

min . $140 .00

	

. . . .

	

.	 $276 .00
7 B4/6 (Z WI 4/6) Unused, 4 & 6 VLH, 5 Mint NH	 $150 .00
8 B90a (Z WII 1) Mint NH, VF	 $82 .00

SOUVENIR SHEETS - SOUVENIR SHEETS

9 428 (Z WIII 40) Mint NH	 $11 .00
10 428 ( Z WIII 40 ) Mint NH	 $11 .00
11 B105 (Z WII 12) Mint NH, slight gum thin	 $568 .00
12 B130 (Z WIII 16) Unused, light hinge, gum toning	 $48 .50
13 B132 ( Z WIII 18 ) Mint NH	 $57 .00
14 B143 Z WIII 21) Mint NH, gum disturbance	 $270 .00
15 B143 Z WIII 21 Mint NH, slight gum disturbance at bottom 	 $270 .00
16 B144 Z WIII 23) Unused, hinge remnant	 $100 .00
17 B206 Z WIII 32 ) Unused LH	 $253 .50
18 B206 (Z WIII 32) Mint NH, small thin left edge 	 $362 .50
19 B297 (Z WII 102) Mint NH	 $57 .00

AIR MAIL AND POSTAGE DUE

20 C9 (Z F 9) Unused LH, VF	 $21 .00
21 J34 (Z P 21G) Used B/4, VF; ROMONT 13 1V .12 cds ; Type II	 $22 .00
22 J18 (Z P 20A) Used, F; K (inverted) type ; signed C .B	 $69 .00

COVERS - COVERS

23 21 (Z 23B) On cover ; 31 frame lines ; sheet margin on left, large
margins at bottom and right ; grill cancel smeared ; stamp has
some toning ; plate fault #1 ; est	 $ 50/60 .00

24 37 (Z 23G) On cover ; 3 frame lines, 2 margins ; from Bellinzona
to Italy ; cover slightly wrinkled ; est	 $10/15 .00

25 120 (Z 164) On registered cover to Vienna ; good condition	 $22 .00
26 133,B10/11 (Z 109, WI 10/11) Cover to Germany with regular

foreign rate 25c stamp and a complete set of the 1920 Pro
Juventute issue . Rare invalid usage? See page 103 Tell,
May 1981 . Minimum $75 .00 ; est	 $ 75/100 .00

27 376/7 (Z 349/50) Registered FDC to New York ; cachet	 $22 .00
28 B170/3 (Z WIII 25w/28w) Cover with St . Moritz cachet and

cds 3 .11 .48 ; unaddressed ; nice	 $31 .50
29 B229/30 (Z WI 150/1) Cacheted cover, B/4, 3 B229, 1 230	 $17 .50
30 B242/46 ( Z WII 71/5) Complete set on cover;

"Conference O Quatre" cds cancel ; VF	 $34 .50

TELL 216

	

November 1988



Lot Description	 $ Catalog/Est

COVER LOTS - COVER LOTS

31 Lot of 21 covers with Mobile PO cancels 1946/1969 ; est	 $25 .00
32 Lot of 16 covers with Special Cancels ; all with R-labels;

1961/1981 ; est	 $40 .00
33 Lot of 17 pieces of Postal Stationary : 2 postcards, one wrapper,

the rest private use envelopes ; 3 unused, balance used;
good starter lot ; est	 $ 20/25 .00

ZEPPELIN covers listed in "Swiss Luftpost Handbuch

34 Z102 (S30) B Friedrichshafen to Los Angeles;
catalog SFr 1182 .00	 $ 745 .00

35 Z102 (S30) C Friedrichshafen to Lakehurst;
catalog SFr 935 .00 ; has pilot's signature ; Z F14 has pin hole
not counted in catalog	 $589 .00

OFFICALS - OFFICALS

36 208 (Z D III 2) Mint NH, F/VF	 $82 .00
37 2o14 Z D III 4) Mint NH, F/VF	 $142 .00
38 2o17 Z D III 20) Used B/4; single centered cds, VF 	 $31 .50
39 2o24 Z D III 22z) Mint NH, VF	 $1 .90
40 2o50 (Z D III 50y) Used B/4 ; single centered cds, VF ; Type 1,

overprint from bottom line	 $2 .00
41 3o24 (Z D IV 13) Used, VF, slightly smeared cds 	 $47 .00
42 3o48 (Z D IV 38) Used B/4 ; single centered cds, VF	 $22 .50
43 3o52 (Z D IV 52) Used pair ; It . corner cds, VF ; bottom of

H. Fischer missing on top stamp ; nice	 $12 .50

MISCELLANEOUS - MISCELLANEOUS

44 Liechtenstein C19/20 (Z F 19/20) Used, VF ; nice cds	 $ 1 .60
45 Map of the Matterhorn area ; "carte D'excursions De La Contree",

Matterhorn Arolla Gd . Combin; vintage 1938 ; est	 $10/25M

New Members

2316 Edward Cole, Illinois 2317 Thomas T . Lin, Virginia
2318 John Gilgis, Mass . 2319 Amis Goldingham, UK
2320 Norman Schellinger, LA 2321 Paul Hilaire, Florida
2322 Kelly Horn, California

Reinstatements

2258 Nyle Monday 1084 Rev. James DeGalley
1343 George Trabue, Jr . 1203 Ronald Lowden, Jr.
1597 Michel Musy 1813 Gil Owen
1860 Daniel Bloch 2128 Peter Baranay
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Helvetia With Earring

	

Jos. Niederberger

Translated by Charles J . LaBlonde from SBZ 5/88.

For the first federal coins, which appeared in early 1852, the
same Sitting Helvetia picture was used as for the Strubel stamps.
For the new picture a model was needed. This special task,
according to verbal reports from Mr. Ettore Lepri, President of
Regiophil VIII in Bellinzona, fell to Mrs . Anna Giuseppina Motta
of Airolo, grandmother of Federal Counsellor Giuseppe Motta . She
was reported to be intelligent, picture pretty and healthy . When she
saw the proof prints, Mrs. Motta asked for removal of the Ticino
earrings, with the words "I am not a model for the Canton of Ticino
but for all of Switzerland ." She got her wish.

For the issue of 1862, the same picture was planned, Helvetia
with Ticino earring . Mrs. Motta intervened again. The PTT fixed
the picture. But a few early stamps with earring were used.

Forty years ago, at the stamp dealer Antonio Koch (Luzern), I
found a 10rp stamp with earring in a junk box . Despite intensive
searches since then I have found no more examples, nor have my
philatelic colleagues. Outside of my friends, nobody knew this
stamp existed . There was nothing in the philatelic press . Now it
is time to change the status of this stamp from "wallflower" to
"queen ." The 10rp stamp, "Sitting Helvetia with Earring," may be
seen today at the PTT Museum.
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Zeigler Varieties

	

Bob Zeigler
New Discoveries on 20c Pro Juventute Landscape of 1931

Courvoisier's first Swiss efforts included the three landscapes for
the 1931 Pro Juventute set . So far, the Zumstein Specialized
Catalog has listed only three varieties on the 20c+5c stamp showing
Lac Léman (Z WI-59) . These include the well-known "Pearl" on the
numeral 2 and its corresponding retouch (Figs . 1 and 2). They also
show a shifted format variety where a portion of the design is
cropped along the right edge (Fig . 3).

Figure 1

	

Figure 2

	

Figure 3

The interesting SPEZI pamphlets by P . Meier and T. Diggelmann,
has tentatively identified three different diapositives for this stamp,
though the arrangement of the three types on the plate has not yet
been published (Pamphlet 4, pp . 70-71) . The authors also note that
the Pearl Retouch became defective near the end of the press run
(Pamphlet 2, p. 67).

I have found two copies, mint and used, which show a constant
and obvious flaw, a colored line extending from the dark bluff at
the left through the "TI" of "HELVETIA" to the edge of the stamp
(Fig . 4) . The line is not particularly dark, but it is definite . Can
anyone identify its plate position from a multiple?

I also have a used copy with a very clear, 1 mm horizontal mark
over the "A" of "HELVETIA" which looks like a diacritical mark for
a long-A (Fig . 5).

Figure 4

	

Figure 5
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Has anyone else found interesting varieties on this issue? AHPS
member Allen Sullivan has described a mint pair of the 10c+5c
value of this issue where the left stamp is on double thickness paper
and the right stamp is normal. I have not seen this item but it
sounds interesting . I welcome any comments on what seems to be
developing into a series of articles on varieties . [Bob's address is on
the masthead page . Ed.]

Schnapszahlen Charles J. LaBlonde

Sorry, I don't know how to translate that
word. All I know is that it occurs every
eleven years and gets cancel collectors very
excited. The object of the game is simple:
get as many of the same numbers as pos-
sible in one cancel . Perhaps you've seen
items from years past . This year the PTT
is also playing the game by releasing a new
K cancel (K 1188, of course) in 8888
Heiligkreuz (Mels) on 8 .8 .88 at 8 a.m. So,
it's a better than average Schnapszahl with
nine similar numbers . For more insight, I translated a piece by
André Dorflinger which recently appeared in the BBZ and the SBZ.

Cancel collectors have known it for a long time: this is the year
for a Schnapszahl . The last opportunity was 11 years ago . This
year it falls on Monday, 8 .8 .88 at 8 a .m. which gives the first 5
numbers. In countries like Germany and Switzerland the postcode
helps to reach the peak of 9 numbers . The following post offices
will not soon forget this day: in Switzerland, 8888 Heiligkreuz
(Mels), 8888 Plons, 8888 Madris-Vermol; in Bavaria, 8888 Blindheim
an der Donau; in Austria, 8800 Unzmarkt ; in France, 88800 Vittel.

For Swiss collectors,
the "cooperation" of the
postcode 8888 is very
special; there is no 6666,
7777 or 9999! The next
big constellation of
numbers will be in 23+

years, namely 11 .11 .11 at 11 a.m. But
the post office of 1111 Bremblens (VD)
will have its postcode changed to 1121.

That would have been a record 12
numbers . (For 9 .9.99-9 + 9009 and 11 .11 .01-11 + 1111 the zeros
prevent a record Schnapszahl) . [Perhaps the PTT will setup PLZ
1111 for the occasion . Ed.] Of course, there have been such com-
binations in the past, sometimes with Roman numerals for the
month . The stamp shows a cancel from Avenches 8 .VIII .88-8, the
cover shows a cancel from Delemont 8 .VIII .88 .XII-.
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What Time Is lt?

	

Charles J. LaBlonde

Recently, while doing some work on an exhibit of machine
cancels, I found the need to understand a bit more about the time,
as shown in the cancels. Just in case anyone else is curious, let me
share what I think I learned. The information is chronological.

The earliest cancel machines, delivered in 1911 by an American
company, came with Arabic numbers, I-24, to show the time . The
Swiss put these machines into service as delivered . The two
numbers show the last full hour and the next full hour . The
postcard shown in Figure 1 was canceled between 8 and 9 a .m., the
card in Figure 2 between 8 and 9 p .m. (somebody was working late
on New Year's Eve in 1912).

But there was a problem . At that time in Switzerland, the 24-
hour clock was the official way to tell time . Hand cancels,
timetables, other official documentation showed the time in roman
numerals for a .m. (I-XII) and arabic numerals for a .m. (I-12). For
example, "XII-I" was noon to 1 p .m. The PTT modified the
machine crowns to the standard system; the exact date is not known
but cancels I have indicate it was around July 1914, at least in
Geneva. I don't know if all machines were changed simultaneously.
The letter in Figure 3 was processed between 10 and 11 a .m., that
in Figure 4 between 6 and 7 p .m.

For the next complication we move on to April 19, 1918 when
Switzerland adopted, by law, the 24-hour system for all official
times. This did not lead to an immediate change ; machine crowns
were changed during a transition period ending about 1921.
Morning (a .m .) time was shown by Arabic I-12, afternoon (p .m.)
time by Roman numerals I-XII or Arabic 13-24 . This causes some
confusion for the postmark student . For example, was the Figure
5 cover processed between I I-12 a .m. (old system) or 11-12 p .m.
(revised system)? My guess is that it's still the old system because
the letter is dated only eleven days after the law was passed . An
interesting search might be for machine cancels with roman times
after mid-1918.

In any case, the 24-hour system became standard . Figure 6 was
canceled between 9-10 a .m . and Figure 7 between 6-7 p .m. With
two exceptions, the time was shown this way until introduction of
the segmented crown . The exceptions were Basel 1 and St . Gallen
I, where only one number was used to show the time from 1936 to
1954 (Figure 8).

For completeness, note that the current segmented crowns have
only one number to show the time (the current hour) ; Figure 9.
Comments, questions, observations are welcome.

In June 1988, one-time AHPS member, Alfred (Fredy) Müller died in Bern . He was
one of the authors of the reissued Andres & Emmenegger Swiss Cancellations
Handbook and was very knowledgeable about railway and ship markings as well as
other subjects . An intrepid, meticulous researcher, Alfred was always ready to help
other researchers . He leaves a wife and daughter to whom we express our sympathy.
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Book Review

	

Felix Ganz

Les Timbres Fiscaux Cantonaux du Valais [Fiscal Stamps of the
Canton of Valais]; Denis Gainon; 1988; Fiscals Study Circle of the
Swiss Postal Stationery Society; 26 pages, multilith, stapled.
Available from Robert Hürlimann, Grunweg 2, CH-2502 Biel,
Switzerland; SFr 10 .- plus 1 .50 seamail postage.

As fourth in a series by this group (Cantons Geneve, Neuchâtel
and Fribourg were previous), Mr . Gainon upholds the high quality
of research shown in his other publications . All of the items
covered and priced in this study are cantonal issues of thirteen types
of usage and one provisional (and so far unindentified) type.

Very nice are the quotations from official edicts leading to the
issuance of each group which are always at the beginning of each
listing or group. The oldest issues originated in the early 1860s and
the last, a stamp paying the preparation of a document 's copy, dates
from 1960. For this last item, no official source or statement
leading to its issue could be found.

The author is very open to reports of new discoveries . He states
that many subvarieties, such as perforation differences, may exist
for many of the stamps which are not known to him . The black
and white illustrations are adequate, though not great . If you collect
Valais canton or Swiss revenue stamps, get this one.
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Book Review

	

Ernst M. Cohn

Postgeschichte und klassische PhilateliedesKantonsSchaffhausen
[Postal History and Classical Philately of Canton Schaffhausen];
Rudolf C. Rehm, with E. Probst and H. U. Wipf ; Peter Meili, 1987;
312 pages, illustrated (31 color, 81 b/w), hardbound ; SFr 59 .- plus
12.60 postage from Peter Meili, Am Fronwagplatz, CH-8200
Schaffhausen, Switzerland.

A special edition of one hundred copies contains a 28-page
facsimile print of a hitherto unknown Thurn and Taxis document of
1846 with instructions for mailmen and package-office employees
at Schaffhausen. Copies I-XXV appear to have been gifts ; copies
1-75 were sold and the profit was used to help pay for the cost of
the color illustrations . This is an interesting method of subsidizing
the costs of philatelic publications.

The main sections of the book are a survey of the postal history
of the canton; the imperial post office as mentioned in reports of
visits in 1783; the first honorary citizen of Schaffhausen ; miscel-
lanies (postal orders, postal forms, staffing and payment, acquisi-
tions, profitability of the Thurn and Taxis post office, pre-adhesive
postal history and classical philately).

Senior author Rehm wrote this treatise more or less as prepara-
tion for his planned handbook of postmarks of his canton; an
interesting reversal of the usual sequence of events, where a study
of postmarks leads to a gradual exploration of the postal history
connected with them . Nevertheless, there is much emphasis on
postmarks, their nomenclature, purpose, and rarity ; also manuscript
notations, unanswered questions and counterfeits.

In addition, all the usual postal history topics are covered . Of
particular interest is the description of the connections between
cantonal, imperial German, Thurn and Taxis, and Swiss postal
systems. This broad approach also implies that the work is of
interest to all Germany, Thurn and Taxis, and Switzerland collectors.

Much information is new; and missing information and chances
for more research is clearly noted . The author clearly defines the
misnomer "Vorphilatelie" (equally misnamed "prestamp" in English)
and distinguishes between collectors and philatelists . He also
discusses different ideas of where the boundary between the pre-
adhesive period and philately should be drawn . Then too, he
discusses possibilities of structuring exhibits, the difference between
them and collections and the type of background required or
desirable for both.

Clearly, the book is full; not only of facts but also of ideas and
suggestions, covering old postal history and the newest ideas of the
FIP for that class of exhibits . The choice of illustrations is excellent
as are the editing, paper, printing and binding . It is a highly useful
addition to our literature and made quite usable by its bibliography,
list of abbreviations, and lists of illustrations.
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Catalog Reviews

	

Felix Ganz

Zumstein Schweiz/Liechtenstein 	 19(88)-1989; Zumstein & Cie .,
Bern, 1988 ; 456 pages, illustrated in color; paper bound, SFr 12 .-;
spiral bound, SFr 14 .- ; plus postage.

This extremely handy, well-printed and informative catalog made
its annual debut on September 1st. As always, prices are up-to-
date . At a time when U.S. collectors are questioning the pricing
policy of Scott's 1989 catalogs, a collector of Swiss material should
not hesitate to acquire this semi-specialized catalog for Switzerland,
Liechtenstein, Campione d'Italia, UN Geneva, and all Geneva
offices still utilizing stamps inscribed "Helvetia".

Why? Even though page 133 contains the important and long-
awaited announcement of the appearance of the 24th edition of the
"big," specialized catalog, totally revised, in the Spring of 1989, the
"little" Zumstein has so many practical features that a collector will
not want to miss . And even though the editors, sometime in the
future, may translate the two introductory pages and the major
headings into English (currently everything is in German and
French) and thus facilitate usage for English-only collectors, and
even though the comparative catalog number tables omit Scott
numbers while providing Michel and Yvert numbers, this splendid
annual publication is so handy and easily usable that the lack of
English is not a real deterrent.

Of particular interest this year is a new sign, an up- or down-
arrow indicating stamp market trends, shown next to the prices for
mint, used and on-cover stamps. Up-arrows greatly outnumber the
down-arrows and only speculative issues such as the mint PAX set
of 1945, several mint high-values issued 1914-31, and outright
rarities of the Standing Helvetia issue of 1907 show decreases . (The
last items went down because additional copies of items unknown
until a few years ago have been located and brought on the market .)

Even the more recent material, such as many used high-values
from publicity sets of the late 1950s through the 1970s, show
increases -- an indication that such stamps, well canceled to Swiss
standards, are simply not around and that it would be profitable, in
some instances, to have your hoarded mint sheets postally canceled
as long as these items continue to be valid for postage! (Mint sheets
of the late 1960s are currently discounted .)

For prices of stamps on cover (every stamp listed now has been
given a separate pricing column for this), one must read the
footnotes carefully because the pricing policy varies over the
decades . One must also carefully note abbreviations concerning
paper types and discount marks above columns for unused hinged
stamps; otherwise one arrives at incorrect valuations.

"Frama" stamp labels from vending machines have jumped in
price for the first issue of four and the set, mint or used, now
stands at SFr 200 .- and at SFr 900.- on FDC . Amazing for stamps
issued in 1976!
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Liechtenstein has considerably fewer price changes. But here
too, the up-arrows are the majority . UN Geneva is pretty stagnant
and not many price changes are evident among the Geneva offices.
The first set of Swiss officials, the IKW overprints of 1918, have
suddenly advanced ; leading, most probably, to another avalanche of
fakes coming to the market (already faked in 90% of all available).

As always, the catalog is carefully edited and a real help to the
serious collector.

Zumstein Europa 19(88)-1989; Zumstein & Cie ., Bern, 1988; Four
regional volumes, 2388 pages, illustrated B&W; washable paper
bound, SFr 110 .- ; plus postage.

This year's set of Europa catalogs consists of four complete
volumes, of which, the "East" contains about 830 pages . Last year,
only a supplement appeared for the eastern European countries,
showing the lesser philatelic demand for that area . Each of the
other three volumes (North, South and Central) contain about 475
pages. Individual prices are SFr 23 .- for each "western" volume and
SFr 41 .- for the "East" volume.

Prices are actual market values, carefully researched and adjusted
to the existing trends. The editors state that the downward trend in
stamp prices has apparently ended for many countries with the
exception of issues that were artificially inflated by speculation such
as mint examples of the West German "posthorns" issue of 1951 and
Switzerland's PAX set of 1945, to name just two . Many western
European countries' stamp prices are firming ; and many Italian,
French, Andorran, Spanish, and even Scandinavian stamps have
surged upwards. Austria and the two European UN offices are still
stagnating and so are practically all issues of eastern European
countries from 1950 to the present, while earlier issues show
increased collector interest and price revivals.

All four volumes are truly up-to-date with issues up to July 1988
listed and illustrated . (Just look at the standard US world catalog
and wonder!) In comparison to the standard catalog used in the US,
Zumstein's volumes list thousands of additional stamps and prices.
For many collectors of non-American countries and non-British
Empire specialization, the acquisition of these catalogs would be an
eye-opener and could lead to a new catalog allegiance.

Catalog pages have three columns and prices for mint and used.
Printing is in a clear, sans-serif font, but quite small -- not
surprising in view of the steady stream of new issues . All sorts of
appendices give specialized information from international experts
to a guide to Europa issues . The introduction is in English -- a
feature which helps greatly.
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AHPS Slide Shows

The AHPS now offers seven
educational 35mm color slide
programs for use by local stamp
clubs. Is your club missing a
chance to learn more about Swiss
stamp collecting?

"Switzerland; A Panorama of it's
Postal History and Stamps"; "Pro
Juventute Insect Stamps" ; "Col-
lecting Used Stamps"; "

Imperforate Sitting Helvetia" ; "The St.
Gotthard Railway"; "

NABA-ZURI Parade"; "Ganzsachen".

Contact:
Howard A. Bauman
511 Summit Drive
West Bend WI 53095

Join the Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies

Once again this year, the AHPS, as a member society of the Union
of Swiss Philatelic Societies (VSPhV), can offer it's members the
opportunity to join the VSPhV. The primary benefit is the
opportunity to receive the SBZ (Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung).
This monthly journal is the Swiss equivalent of the "American
Philatelist" of our APS . The SBZ is written in German and French
but also has many pictures, ads, etc . As the SBZ subscription runs
from January to December, it is imperative that you join or renew
by December 31st. This is a firm cutoff, no late payers.

Membership in the VSPhV for AHPS members is $16 .00 which
includes your subscription to the SBZ . Shortly after the start of
October, you will receive a bill for your 1988 AHPS dues . To save
effort, you can add the $16 .00 to your AHPS dues payment . If you
have any questions or you have already paid your AHPS dues, you
can write or send your check for $16.00 directly to our representa-
tive to the VSPhV:

Ralph B. Soderberg, M.D.
PO Box 36067

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

Remember that the deadline for payment is December 31, 1988 for
1989 membership . Checks should be made payable to AHPS.
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Fakes! Will it ever end?

	

Felix Ganz

We have word from totally reliable sources that a major auction
house in Switzerland, in one of its recent auctions, listed about
thirty Liechtenstein Zeppelin covers, of which about two thirds were
bogus -- not completely, but dangerously so.

What did the faker(s) do? It was almost easy ; start with an
honest, but pretty cheap (100 francs) German Zepp cover, authentic
in every respect (backstamp and all); take off the German stamp(s)
if they have postmarks that are nearly or completely on the stamp;
then replace what you have removed with authentic mint or used
Liechtenstein stamps of the right period ; then strike a completely
new, false postmark of Vaduz, Triesenberg or Schaan on the
stamp(s) or photocopy an authentic cancellation and add that part to
the cover which is not already on the stamp! To make sure that the
copier toner does not smear or wash off, use a solvent that fixes the
soot . Then all you have to do is submit the item(s) to an auction
house where it will fetch from 1000 to 1200 SFr.

How can you detect this? It can be done; but, you need very
strong magnification and a host of other detection equipment . The
result provides a true cover with all proper and honest original
transit and arrival markings, and an authentic postage stamp, and a
partly or completely false Liechtenstein postmark.

Since this has happened with Liechtenstein material, it has
probably happened with Zepp covers of other hard to get countries.
The first fake cover of this type appeared about two years ago.
Thus, anything offered at auction since 1987 must be considered a
bit suspect.

Moral and advice . Have any better piece immediately authenti-
cated by a knowledgeable and honest expert (who may even mark
the piece as a falsification) and if it turns out to be bogus, return
it to the dealer or auction house for a refund.
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POSTMARKS

Post Code/Name Changes:
6804 Camignolo to 6803 (1 .9 .88)

	

6804 Bironico-Camignolo to Bironico (1 .9 .88)
Closed post offices:

1681 Chesalles-sur-Moudon (1 .9 .88) 7181 Mompé Tujetsch (1 .9 .88)
7483 Stugl/Stuls (1 .9 .88)

	

6995 Madonna del Piano (1 .9 .88)
Spiezwiler (Paket .) (20 .8 .88)

	

Romont FR Gare CFF (Paket .) (30 .7 .88)
Bex Gare CFF (Paket .) (30 .7.88)

	

Winterthur Tössfeld (Paket .) 1 .10 .88)
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1989 Preliminary Stamp
Programme

Value (c .)

	

7 3 1989

	

Specials I
	25

	

Centenary of the Swiss Army Postal Service

	

35

	

700 years of Delsberg (Delémont)

	

50

	

Centenary of Switzerland's Public Transport
Association

	

80

	

Rhaetian Railway Centenary

	

90

	

Bimillenary of the Great St Bernard Pass

Official stamp
140 UPU

23 5 1989 Europe CEPT
	50/90

	

Children's Games

Pro Patria
700 years of Art and Culture
(Switzerland's Pictorial Chronicles>

	

35 + 15

	

Bendicht Tschachtlan

	

50 + 20

	

Diebold Schilling BE

	

80+40

	

Gerold Edlibach

	

90 + 40

	

Diebold Schilling LU

	

25 8 1989

	

Specials Il
	35

	

Centenary of Swiss Electrotechnical
Association

	

50

	

50th Anniversary of the (Caisse suisse
de voyage>

	

80

	

Centenary of Fribourg University

	

90

	

Swiss National Sound Archives, Lugano

50 + 20 Sports stamp

2411 1989 Pro Juventute
Development of the child
(Adolescents)

35 + 15 Community work
50 + 20

	

Friendship
80 + 40

	

Vocational training
90 + 40

	

University/Research

Fr. 16 .25

	

Total without official stamp

This list is subject to change.
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