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CARL SPITZER REPORTS ON ARIPEX 82

ARIPEX 82 was held in Tuscon, AZ, at the Tuscon Community Center.

It met January 22-24 . On Friday, AHPS had a western regional meeting.

Unfortunately, only five people attended, but we got a chance to
know Regional Director John Ballard better.

In addition to trying to recruit new members, we presented a new
slide program . It contains 18 slides on quality standards for the

"Strubels . " People present felt this show needs filling out before
being presented as a meeting program.

The required three exhibits of Swiss material were in ARIPEX 82.

They were Nations Unis--Office Europeen--1947-69 : The Geneva Office

of the United Nations under Swiss Administration by Francis Adams
from San Diego, CA ; The Pro Juventute Issues of 1950 to 1957 of

Switzerland : A Specialized Study by Carl Spitzer from Tuscon, AZ:
and Switzerland Pro Juventute 1912-62 : Semi-postal Stamps and Book-

lets Issued with Non-postal Surcharge to Benefit Swiss Youth
Charities by Bruce Marsden from San Carlos, CA. Francis Adams won a
Silver and the AHPS medal . The other two received Silver-Bronze awards.
Carl Spitzer's exhibit was voted the most popular in the show, and
he received a five-volume set of 1982 Scott Catalogues.

It was an interesting weekend . I wish we could have had more mem-

bers present.
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WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED YOUR DUES.

THIS IS YOUR LAST ISSUE OF TELL.
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THE PRESIDENT'S
CORNER

HARLAN STONE

AMPS has a new secretary . The Board of Directors,
by majority vote, has elected Dick hall . He will serve
during 1982, the unexpired term of Dave Beaber, who has
resigned . Dick is handling all inquiries for AHPS infor-
mation, applications for membership, and changes of ad-
dress . His main job is to maintain AHPS membership re-
cords . He also continues to serve as librarian, an ap-
pointed position.

Working closely with Dick will be Frank Young, AHPS
treasurer, who continues to receive all dues checks ($6
for North American members and $12 for overseas members),
and Dave Durham, AMPS Eastern Region director, who pre-
pares mailing labels in his capacity as publisher of
Tell . Addresses for all three appear in every issue.

AHPS needs a new auction manager . Gerry Diamond is
resigning on completion of the mail auction accompanying
this issue of Tell . For most of the seven-year life of
AHPS, he has successfully prepared and carried out these
auctions to the benefit of all members who have sold and/
or bought Swiss stamps, covers and literature . During his
long tenure, Gerry has actively solicited high-quality
material, utilized the services of Swiss experts to au-
thenticate its genuineness at rates favorable to the so-
ciety, presented specialized auctions devoted to such
material as tete-beche and se-tenant stamps, wrote very
accurate lot descriptions, and developed a careful ac-
counting procedure.

Under the AHPS by-laws, I have authority, as
president, to appoint a new auction manager. Any member inter-

ested in filling this important position may write me.
AHPS is eager to fill this position quickly so it can
continue this popular series of mail auctions . Gerry is
willing to share forms, procedures and experience with
his successor . In the meantime, all prospective sellers
should hold their lots until the auctions resume . Gerry
will turn over to me all lots already in his possession
for future auctions.

The 4th national convention of AHPS will be held
during CHICAGOPEX on Oct . 22-24, with Felix Ganz as our
convention chairman, assisted by his wife Cheryl, AMPS
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member Bill Lucas, and perhaps others . Although details

will follow, it is important for all interested AHPS par-
ticipants to start planning their exhibits now, so we can
guarantee filling some 50 frames of 16 pages . With conven-

tion planning in the hands of such a capable committee,
AHPS members can look forward to a most successful pro-
gram in Chicago.

SLIDE CHAIRMAN SPITZER REVIEWS USAGE

During 1981 we showed programs to 178 people . Switzerland : A Pan-
orama of Its Postal History and Stamps was shown six times ; Pro
Juventute Stamps : 1950-57 was shown three times ; On Collecting Used
Stamps, As Demonstrated by Pages with Stamps of Switzerland and
the United States of America was shown once.

For 1982, we are already committed to showing the first program
four times, the second once, and the third twice . It isn't too early
to consider booking a program for late April or the summer .
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APHILIA
TIONS

By
Dale Eggen

AHPS REPRESENTATIVE TO APS

We are attempting to locate AHPS Library material which has
never been deposited with our librarian . Presently, this material
appears to fall into three categories:

1. Material donated to an AHPS officer for the society
2. Publications received on a reciprocal basis for TELL
3. Paid or unpaid subscriptions AHPS receives, in-

cluding auction catalogues mailed to the society.

The attached table lists material which is probably involved.
This list has been prepared by consulting several past and
present officers and chairmen . Now an extensive search is under
way to locate items and additional information.

Please supply any information you may have . Jot it down and
mail it to Dale Eggen . We would appreciate hearing just as soon
as possible, preferably within thirty days . Thanks.
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HANDSTAMPED & EMBOSSED REVENUES OF
CANTON VALAIS, ca . 1840-1945

By Donn Lueck

This article constitutes the first attempt at listing hand-
stamped and embossed revenues of Canton Valais . It does not
purport to be a complete listing, nor are any of these items priced.
Adequate information for pricing is unavailable at this time.
Later, if additional information comes to hand, I may make such an
attempt.

We trust that the information presented herein will enable

those of you in possession of such material to better categorize

your collection . Readers able to shed additional light on these

items are invited to correspond with the author : P .O . Box 11582,
Phoenix, Arizona 85061.

A . A single circle inscribed "TIMBRE FIXE" at the top with the
value below . The Arms of Valais is in the center of this

circle, 28 mm in diameter . A star ornament on either side

of the circle separate the value from Timbre Fixe . The

following values are known:

10 Centimes

20 Centimes
30 Centimes

40 Centimes
60 Centimes

8n Centimes

1 Fr . 20 Centimes
5 Francs

6 Francs

The above handstamps are known only in black, probably used

as early as 1840 . The earliest known use is June 5, 1878.

B . A double circle inscribed "CANTON DU VALAIS" with the shield

of Valais in the center . The only value known is 50 Centimes.

The inscri ption below the handstamp, in French, means "for pack

of cards/on Ace of Hearts . Date of use is not known.
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C . A double circle inscribed "TIMBRE PROPORTIONAL/EFFETS DE COMMERCE
with the tax rate and value in the center . The following values

are known:

25 Cent 200 Fr . & AU DESSOUS

50 Cent 200-500 Fr.
1 Fr .

	

500-1000 Fr.
1 Fr 50¢ 1000-1500 Fr.
2 Fr .

	

1500-2000 Fr.
3 Fr .

	

2500-3000 Fr.
4 Fr .

	

3500-4000 Fr.
5 Fr .

	

4500-5000 Fr.
6 Fr .

	

5500-6000 Fr.

The above Timbre Proportional handstamps are known only on a
proof sheet and may only have been proposed revenue handstamps.
All are in red.

D . A colorless embossing appears in the upper left corner
above the handstamp in all known cases . It is inscribed
"CANTON DU VALAIS" above the Arms of Valais . The embossing

has no value .
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KEHR REPORTS ON NEW PTT BROCHURE

The Swiss Postal Administration has published a new brochure,
a pictorial explanation of postage stamp production and the hobby
of collecting them . It is free to interested collectors and phil-
atelic libraries.

In color photographs with a minimum of text, its 24 pages trace
the developments of stamps from the artist's original conception
through the stages of final selection of an approved design to
engraving of the die and to siderography, printing, perforating,
and delivery to the post offices . Selected as the subject of this
sequence is the 1980 EUROPA-CEPT 80-centime stamp depicting the
old Diet Hall in Berne, formerly the seat of the delegations that
instituted the Universal Postal Union . After extensive restora-
tion, it was recently reopened as the headquarters of the Phila-
telic Service Office of the Swiss Postal Administration.

The brochure's second section is devoted to collecting

opportunities for adults and youngsters who may find the most fun and en-
joyment as topicalists.

The brochure is available from the Stamp News Bureau, P .O . Box
1, Richmond Hill, NY 11419-0001 . Provide a 7 x 9-inch envelope
franked with 37 with your request .
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THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF SWITZER-
LAND AND LIECHTENSTEIN;Part 87.

By Felix Ganz

POSTAL ADMINISTRATION POSTMARKS,

II
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BOOKMARKS By Dale Eggen

REPORT FROM THE SWISS PHILATELIC LITERATURE STUDY GROUP

Appointment of a Vice-chairman

Jim Dail has graciously agreed to serve as Vice-chairman of the
group . In this capacity he will coordinate several of the group ' s

emerging functions.

Assistance for Authors

The Literature Research Group will provide limited research as-
sistance for members interested in writing articles for TELL, for
the Newsletter of the Postal History Study Group, or for our annual
Linn ' s special . Authors must commit ro an article for one of these
three publications on a topic of their choice. The Research Group
will provide identification of literature that might be useful to
the author . If the author is interested in reference material in
languages other than English, he should so state . If possible, the
group will provide an identification of source from which the lit-
erature comes . In limited cases the group may be able to supply a
copy of the literature.

Those interested in this offer of assistance should contact Jim
Dail, stating their commitment, topic, and other applicable infor-
mation . Time frame at present is estimated to be about six to eight
weeks . Jim ' s address is 705 Chapelview Drive, Odenton, MD 21113.

Translation Committee

The Literature Research Group wishes to establish a translation
committee . In this regard, people capable of translating German,
French or Italian into English and willing to undertake such projects
are needed . We also need someone to chair the committee.

This committee will assist in projects leading to publication in
TELL. The committee will not handle individual translation requests
from the membership.

Establishing this committee is expected to be an extremely dif-
ficult task. Members able to translate any of the mentioned languages

should contact Dale Eggen (address on inside front cover) . Those who
might have only enough time to translate a few pages a year are urged
to participate . We will respect everybody's self-imposed time limi-
tations.

SPECIAL OFFER

On December 7, 1981, Linn's ran its annual AHPS issue . Copies of
the five articles in that issue may be had for $1 plus large SASE
with 37¢ postage . Mail order to our Librarian, Richard T . Hall (ad-
dress on inside front cover) .
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Bulstrode, Wing Commander R . F ., "Study of Swiss Hotel Post
Stamps Produces Some Intriguing Problems," pp . 3, 10.

Ganz, Felix . "Switzerland ' s Franchise Stamps Elusive But
Historically Interesting." pp. 24, 26.

Lueck, Donn, "Revenue Receipts on Old Documents Reveal Early

Lives of Swiss People ." p . 64.

Schaelchli, Rudy, "Vaduz Castle Appears on Many Stamps from
Principality of Liechtenstein," pp . 62-63.

Stone, Harlan F . "American Helvetia Society Offers Variety of
Services," pp . 1, 9.

NEW JOURNAL

Helvetia Post . Published by Karl Erwin Auf der Maur, Asberger-
gasse 19, CH-3011 Bern, Switzerland . In English . Contact in US
is Vidiforms, Showgard House, 110 Brenner Drive, Congers, NY
10920 . First issue date November 1981 . This journal is appar-
ently provided with the up-date service to the catalogue (see
"Bookmarks Column in TELL, September).

NEW CATALOGUE

Zumstein Spezialkatalog Schweiz/Liechtenstein, 1982 . This is the
23rd edition of Zumsteins Swiss specialized catalogue, the single

most important work for the Swiss collector . It is issued about
every four years . Available from Zumstein & Cie, Postfach 2585,
CH-3001 Bern, Switzerland . Price : Sfr. 42 .50 (45 .00 with Regis-
ter) plus SFr . 9 .00 for overseas postage . In German with English
introduction and explanation of terms and standards.

NEW BOOKS

Money and Exchange in Europe and America, 1600-1775 : A Handbook,

by John J . McCusker . This compilation enables the reader to
convert sums from one currency to another . Nearly 400 pages with

illustrations, tables, etc . Published by and available from the
Institute of Early American History and Culture, Box 220, Wil -

liamsburg, VA 23185 . Price : $26 .00.

Literatur-Nachriechten 64/65-1975/76, ed . by Robert Hoehn . Pub-
lished in 1980 by Bundesstelle Literatur im BDPh e . V ., Lever-

kusen, West Germany . Nearly 500 pages . Available from the editor,
Gronauer Strasse 30, 5000 Koeln 80, West Germany . Werner Elias
of the Collectors Club Philatelist describes this book as a bib-
liographical resource without peer . It covers articles from over
100 periodicals and 82 serial publications . Its concentration
on central Europe makes it especially important for our member-
ship . An up-date covering 1978/79 will be forthcoming.
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NEW PRICE LIST

HJMR Newslist--Philatelic Literature Edition, published by HJMR
Co ., P .O . Box 6638, Hollywood FL 33021 . This is Vol . 12, No . 1,

Dec/Jan 1982 . Page 17 lists two items of Liechtenstein philatelic
literature, and page 20 lists 32 item of Swiss philatelic liter-
ature . Subscription to the newslist is $2 .00 per year, 35 per
single copy .
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SLIDE SHOW

SWITZERLAND : A PANORAMA OF ITS POSTAL HISTORY AND STAMPS

Installment number 10, continuing the text
of Harlan Stone's slide show begun in May,
1979 (Vol. 5, No . 5, p . 101) . Part 9, cov-
ering slides 54-61, was published in last

month's issue, p . 21.

62. Airmail Landscape Stamps

Switzerland's airmail stamps, like its regular postage stamps, in-
clude a now-familiar landscape series, dating from 1941 . Designed
and engraved by the well-known stamp artist Albert Yersin, each of
the eight values shows a different Swiss scene with a plane over
head . These two covers together bear stamps with five of the designs.
Since this series, Switzerland has rarely issued new stamps for air-
mail usage . In recent years mail by air from Switzerland has norm-
ally borne regular postage stamps.

63. CIPEX Flight Stamp

Swiss airmail issues over the past thirty years have usually been
special commemoratives for use only on special flights . Of par-
ticular interest to collectors in the U .S . is this 1947 stamp for
the maiden flight of Swissair, the national airline, from Geneva to
New York . This flight brought the Swiss government's famous con-
veyor belt philatelic exhibit for the international CIPEX exhibi-
tion in New York that year . Bad weather diverted the plane to Wash-
ington, and Swiss postal officials had great difficulty getting the
invaluable exhibit safely to New York by night train .
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64 . Postage Due Stamps

Postage due stamps first appeared in Switzerland in 1878, showing a
large numeral of value surrounded by twenty-two stars for the twenty-
two cantons, but no obvious identification of the country . From 1878
to 1909, there were thirty-four printings of this design, first in
blue, then in blue-green, and finally in a great variety of green
shades . Other varieties of this basic stamp involve white and granite
papers, carmine and vermilion figures : of value, wide and narrow con-
trol marks, and the Greek cross watermark . In addition, there are two
types of frame, In the first type, none of the winged wheels in the
corners touches the outer circle around the numeral . In the second
type, the upper right wheel (marked by an arrow) does touch ; and if
the frame is inverted, then the lower left wheel touches.

65. Due Stamps for Regular Parcel Postage

To ease the handling of large parcels when Switzerland's highest
denomination regular stamp was still only 1 franc (100 centimes),
the Swiss Postal Administration allowed the use of its high value
500-centime postage due stamps to prepay postage on them, begin-
ning in 1878 . Only postal clerks, not postal patrons, had the
authority to affix a postage due stamp on the parcel address
card that accompanied each package . This practice continued until
1893 . The unusual mixed franking on tills parcel card includes two
500-centime postage due stamps, three sitting Helvetia stamps on
granite paper, and one Cross and Numeral stamp.

66. "T" Postage Due Stamps

In 1956 Switzerland stopped using postage due stamps . Instead, it
added ordinary postage stamps to underlaid letters and cancelled
them with a "T" meaning "taxe" in French . The "T" exists in two
usual forms, a small solid letter within a circle or a large out-
lined letter. Since 1971 the postal administration has been phas-
ing out these so-called "T dues" stamps in the larger post offices
and returning to its original way of marking postage due letters in
the 19th century, with a handstruck "T" directly on the cover.
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67 . War Board Official Stamps

The first official stamps for government use in Switzerland ap-
peared in 1918 for the Industrial War Economy Section of the Fed -

eral Department of Economic Affairs . The German name of the agency
was overprinted on current regular stamps in two styles : thin let-
ters with serifs, shown on the left, and thicker letters without

serifs . This agency was one of many that Switzerland organized to
meet the demands that World War I placed on it . One result of this
increased wartime activity was a substantial increase in the vol-
ume of Swiss mail. These official stamps helped the agency to
simplify its postal bookkeeping and thus to send letters more
quickly. Before the Swiss Postal Administration could provide sim-
ilar overprinted stamps for use by other federal agencies, the war
ended.

68. Later Official Stamps

The second issue of official stamps, this one for use by all gov-
ernment offices, did not appear until 1935 . In this case current
stamps were perforated with nine holes forming a cross, as shown
on the top piece . Later official issues bear an overprint of a
Swiss cross, illustrated in the middle, or the French word for
"official," shown at the bottom.

69. International Organization Overprints

Switzerland has also issued official stamps for exclusive use by
different international organizations with offices in Geneva, be-
ginning with the League of Nations in 1922 . Displayed here, from
left to right, top to bottom, are examples of regular Swiss stamps
overprinted with the names for the League of Nations, Interna-
tional Labor Office, International Bureau of Education, World
Health Organization, International Organization for Refugees, and
the United Nations .
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70 International Organization Stamps

In 1955 Switzerland began issuing specially designed stamps for
use by some of the same international organizations and others.
In this group are stamps for the United Nations, International
Labor Office, International Telecommunication Union, World Health
Organization, World Meteorological Organization, Universal Postal
Union, and International Bureau of Education . In 1969 the Swiss
government signed an agreement allowing the United Nations to
handle its own postal affairs in Geneva.

71. Franchise Stamps

Beginning in 1911 the Swiss Postal Administration issued free frank
stamps to public welfare and charitable organizations for use on
their official correspondence . These franchise stamps bear dif-
ferent series of overprinted control numbers for institutions in
each of Switzerland's eleven postal districts . On the top cover
are numbered stamps from two different franchise issues used by
the Berne cantonal institution for the insane at Munsingen . On
the lower cover from a hospital in Thusis is a franchise stamp
showing Henri Dunant, who founded the International Red Cross in
Geneva.

72. Telegraph Stamps

When the Swiss Postal Administration started telegraph service
in 1852, it required customers to send and pay for their

telegrams at post offices. To reduce the work of the postal clerks
who had to count the words in each message, and the time that
customers had to wait in line, it issued a series of telegraph
stamps in 1868 with values reflecting standardized message rates.
With these stamps, the public could prepay the charges for
telegrams . Representative of these stamps are the three high
values on granite paper shown here. Telegraph stamps remained
in use until 1886, when the postal administration ended this
method of handling payments.
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NEW SWISS
CANCELLATIONS

NEW MACHINE SLOGAN CANCELS

NEW MACHINE FLAG CANCELS
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