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SLIDE SHOWS

I would like to announce that we now have a second slide program
available . Either one can be obtained from the AHPS Slide Program
Chairman . Please submit at least two dates when arranging to borrow
on the the programs.

A. " Switzerland : A Panorama of Its Postal History and Stamps " is
a 79-slide survey covering virtually all aspects of Swiss collecting,
from an example of the earliest postmark on a 1699 letter from Geneva
to a 1975 commemorative stamp featuring Beat Fischer, founder of the
famous Fischer Post of 1675 through 1832.

B. "Pro Juventute Stamps : 1950 - 1957" is a 75-slide program on
the insect series . The program explains the various language and tab
markings, discusses available literature, and shows a number of
varieties. Also pictured are collection sheets, folders, first day
covers, cachets, and some cancellations.

AHPS Slide Program Chairman : Carl H. Spitzer, 610 N. Bedford Drive,
Tucson, AZ 85710.
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SHARE YOUR WISDOM — HELP AHPS GROW'

Linn's Stamp News has set aside their issue of December
7, 1981 especially for Swiss philately . Now, it is up to
us to produce some interestin g and helpful material for
inclusion in that issue.

How about your doing en article on your specialty,
especially "back of the book" stuff such as revenues,
hotels, postage dues, stampless covers, various series,
and all sorts of possibilities around envelopes.

Now is not the time to be bashful Step forward, please,
and share yourself with a wide audience . In order to be
properly prepared, material must be submitted by October
21st to:

John Ballard 2054 E . Rancho Dr . Phoenix AZ 85016
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THE PRESIDENT'S
CORNER

Harlan Stone

An important goal of Tell is to inform AHPS members
of Swiss- and Liechtenstein-related philatelic retail
firms, auctions and literature . Through these descriptive
listings, Tell endeavors to help you find sources for
building your collections, learning more about your
stamps and covers, and increasing the enjoyment you de-
rive from your hobby.

Two recent letters from AHPS members have focused
our attention on this editorial policy . One letter pro-
tested the "free plug" we gave a new (to us) stamp firm
in an issue earlier this year . The second letter

requested AHPS to distribute another firm's auction catalog as
part of Tell.

Regarding the first situation, Tell will continue
to report on new firms, as well as important auctions
(and their results), as do many other philatelic journals.
In the words of Editor Keith Schall, we intend to present
and inform, not advocate or recommend . We will try to be
as even-handed as possible.

In the second case, Tell serves as an envelope for
distribution of specific offerings from commercial firms
only on payment of our current advertising rates . Space
in Tell remains free, however, to individual members who
want to submit small notices of "wants" or "offerings ."
In keeping with long-standing literary tradition, Tell
will also continue to include by-lined reviews of new
literature reflecting the opinions of the reviewers.

After a lapse of one year, Linn's Stamp News will
devote one of its 1981 issues to Swiss philately, again
with the assistance of AHPS . John Ballard, our Western
Regional Director, is coordinating our efforts . Linn's
has designated its issue of Dec . 7, and John must for-
ward all articles to Linn's by Nov . 6 . If you can pre-
pare an illustrated article of 1,000 to 2,000 words, in-
form John now so he can reserve space for you.

Beginning in this issue of Tell, Vice President
Dale Eggen begins a monthly column alternating between
our activities as Affiliate No . 52 of the American Phil-
atelic Society and our activities in the field of Swiss
philatelic literature . These are welcome additions to
Tell topics .
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APHILIA
TIONS
By
Dale Eggen

AHPS REPRESENTATIVE TO APS

This column will appear on a regular, alternating monthly basis
and will deal with all aspects of interest to the membership concern-
ing our affiliation with the American Philatelic Society (APS) . Ap -
propriate comments, information, and concerns from members are so-
licited, and questions will always be warmly received . Please address
all communications to me, Dale Eggen, P .O . Box 135, Moorestown, NJ
08057 .

STaMpsHoW 81

September 24-27 Atlanta GA

Planning and coordination are presently underway with APS concern-
ing AHPS ' s participation in STaMpsHow 81, to be held at the Marriott
Hotel in Atlanta from September 24-27 . It is the annual meeting and
national exhibition of APS . Planned activities include recruiting
efforts, an informal get together of AHPS members attending, and a
showing of our slide presentation "Switzerland : A Panorama of Its
Postal History and Stamps" prepared by Harlan Stone.

We URGENTLY need a volunteer to be the AHPS representative to
STaMpsHoW 81, responsible for receiving the slide materials and for
hosting the slide show . Since we have no members in Georgia, we need
a volunteer who is planning or who would plan to attend.

PROPOSAL TO DONATE AHPS LIBRARY TO APS

AHPS directors presently have before them a proposal to donate our
library to the American Philatelic Research Library (APRL) which is
the library extension of APS . Harlan Stone and I will be meeting with
APS officials at the APS spring meeting at State College, PA in April
to discuss the matter . Please note that AHPS members who do not be-
long to APS will have FULL RIGHTS AND ACCESS to the APRL because of
our affiliate status with APS.

The advantages of donation are that we will have a permanent site
for our library as well as uninterrupted access to our materials and
professional librarians to service AHPS materials.

If you have a comment about this proposal, send it to me and watch
this column for further information about the status of the proposal.
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UNUSUAL COVER

BY

FELIX GANZ

The letter franked with a regular foreign rate 25cts. stamp
and a complete set of the 1920 Pro Juventute issue might
create less than a ripple with most collectors seeing it,
except perhaps for a comment to the effect that this is a
typically overfranked philatelic cover:

What most collectors do NOT know, however, is that early
Pro Juventute stamps were accepted as postage in interna-
tional mails only to a handful of countries . This is di-
rectly evidenced by the fact that in the first years of
Pro Juventute issues only inland denominations were issued.
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Prior to the UPU Congress of fall, 1921 meeting in Madrid,
only Russia, Hungary, Bavaria, Italy, Portugal and Den-
mark accepted letters bearing Swiss Pro Juventute stamps
without levying postage due, and therefore the stamps on
this letter, to Cologne, Germany, truly are nothing but de-
corations, though canceled in Arosa on January 7, 1921.

Shortly thereafter the foreign postage rate increased to
40 cts ., and in December of 1921 -- after the UPU Congress
had permitted the use of Pro Juventutes on all internatio-
nal mail -- Switzerland issued her first foreign rate semi-
postal, the elusive 1921 40 cts . stamp . -- Question: do you
own a letter on which Pro Juventutes were considered inval-
id? If so, please forward a xerox -- such pieces are rare.

PJ VARIETY
By Carl Spitzer

Zumstein Specialized Catalog notes the following variety of PJ 142,
the 1951 40 + 10 centime value:

Plattenabnutzung 1 . farbloser Strich in d.

Mitte des mittl . Blattes (Bg A111, 50 M)
(F6).

Since the variety is not pictured, I have no idea how long the col-
orless line is supposed to be . I have three stamps, however, which
meet the description : one is a single, one in a strip of three, and
one in a lower right corner block with tabs . This last one is the
problem It is plate B111, stamp 39 . Illustration "a" at the right
shows the length of the line
in this stamp . Illustration
"b" shows the length of the
colorless line on the stamp
from the strip of three . The
leaf edges are shown as dotted
lines.

Does anyone have more information
on this stamp variety?
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SWITZERLAND ' S POSTAGE DUE REGULATIONS

FOR MAIL FROM ABROAD [CONCLUSION)

By Ernst Fluri, Sigriswil (Switzerland)

CONTINUATION OF RATE TABLES FOR MAIL FROM SWITZERLAND
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Fn .l : Registered and special delivery items were permissible
to very few countries only . The rates shown, preceded by a
"+", are applicable to those countries specifically listed
in the respective postage schedules of the period.

Fn .2 : On October 1, 1907 the following, important changes
occurred:
a) The first weight tariff limit for letters was raised

from 15 to 20 grams;
b) Border postage rates for Austria, Germany, and France

were unified;
c) Stampless mail continued to be forwarded, but double

rates were charged as postage due in the country ofdestination.

Fn.3: Between 1916 and 1921 border mail rates were gradually
raised : On Aug.1, 1916 to Germany : 15 cts . ; onOct.1, 1916
to Austria : 15 cts . ; on Feb.1, 1917 to France : 15 cts . ; on
Jan.1, 1921 to all three countries : 20 cts . ; and on March
1, 1921 again to all three to 25 cts.

Fn .4 : On July 7, 1930 a special, lower rate was introduced
for certain types of printed matter . These rates are shown
in ( ) . Since January 1, 1976 only pieces above 100 grams
can claim special rates .
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MY FAVORITE
COVER
Frank J . Lawson III

This cover posted by a patron of a Swiss hotel to a friend
traveling in the new world is a favorite of mine . It certainly
shows the persistence of the mail service in North America
during the last decade of the 19th century.

It appears as though the letter was posted in Switzerland on
August 24, 1894, and arrived in New York seven days later [CDS
on xerox copy are virtually impossible to read--Ed.] . Could it
have gone to a French port, caught a ship, and reached N .Y .C . in
just seven days? The back stamp is very clear : "New York Aug 31 ."

By 9 :30 p.m ., it had arrived at its original destination, 18th
& Chestnut Street, Philadelphia . It was forwarded to Litchfield,
Connecticut and stamped "4 p .m. 5 Sept. 94 ." By then, however, the
addressee had moved on to Canada, to which the letter was for-
warded, receiving a partial postmark for Ferndale in Ontario.
Postage used was 25 centimes, Scott # 83 . An additional backstamp

reads " PAID D ALL . "

How did the postal services manage to do all this without com-
puters and a nine digit zip code?
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CATALOGUE REVIEW

By Felix Ganz

ERSTTAG-KATALOG SCHWEIZ, UNO GENF ., 1981 . (First
Day Cancellation Catalogue Switzerland, UN Geneva)

By Hans R . Schwarzenbach and Max Bietenholz . Published by
Verlag Philatelie und Postgeschichte, Postfach 23, 8962
Bergdietikon, Switzerland . No purchase price indicated.

Many years ago Hans Tanner in Rohrbach near Bern published
a thin little booklet giving current prices for then not
much collected (if not despised) first-day covers and
blocks of four . Since then FD collecting in Switzerland
has become almost as much a mania as it has in this coun-
try, and purists would prefer to possess stamps canceled
on the first day still with the gum intact, as well as
covers certainly un"soiled" by an address . Curious, curious.

At any rate, the two authors are now presenting a neatly
produced 150 page volume, with a somewhat curious pagina -
tion system, with introductions in German, French, and
English and abbreviations that are easily understood.

The main body of the catalogue consists of listings (num-
bers according to Zumstein, Michel, and Scott) in three
languages, and prices (in Swiss francs) of Swiss stamps,
from 1900 to the present, of which day of issue dates are
definitely known, in the following sub-categories : single
stamp partial cancel ; single stamp "full" cancel ; pairs;
blocks of four with central cancel -- all on loose stamps;
and stamp (or set) on cover ; on specially cacheted cover;
blocks of four on cover ; the same on specially cacheted
cover.

Good illustrations (cancellations and/or full cover repro-
ductions) are plentiful ; and prices of early material are
truly staggering -- even in Swiss francs : Se-tenants,
tête-béches, and interspaces are also listed . So are airmails,
semi-postals and official stamps . PTT collection sheets
(2 varieties) are treated as well.

You will not regret this purchase, whatever the price .
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