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A F AIR 	 SHARE FOR 	 THECOLLECTOR	 (From The Collectors Club PHILATELIST - July, 1977)

Considering all that is being said and written about what postal officials are
doing to s timulate stamp collecting, it seems proper and propitious to examine what has
been and what is being done by many foreign governments in this important field.

In our constant global travels we are continually being impressed by our overseas
neigh bors use of "promotion " and how they put the meaning and spirit of that word into
practice.

Most, if not all postal administrations, are faced with operational deficits and
the use of the substantial in come from the sale of postal paper to the philatelic market
to help defray those losses.

Fortunately, there are those who, feel that it is both right and meet to plow some
of these profits back into the avocation that make it all possible.

In Sweden, the Netherlands, Austria, Italy and a few other lands, stamp sales surplus
is used to underwrite worthwhile literature written by qualified experts . These excellent

books then are offered to philatelists at prices that will not strain budgets. Were they
published co mercially they would cost a dozen times as much . Luxembourg used the profits

from the duchy's "Melusina" show stamps of 1963, to establish a "Foyer de Philatelie" in
the very he r of the capital	 It consists of conference hall, exhibition space (for small
stamp offices of the Luxembourg Philatelic Federation, FIP headquarters, plus
facilities for preparing or catering food and beverages on special occasions . Rent and

maintenance cos ts paid by the Philatelic Office .

Continued on page 133 .
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FROM THE EDITOR

As noted in the April issue, I do not intend to continue as editor

past the December, 1978 issue . My new responsibilities call for an increasing
amount of travel, for example, once around the world and over 50,000 miles in the

past two months alone . It is becoming more and more difficult to meet the demands
of regular deadlines.

If you would be interested in taking on the job, please contact

either me or Dr . Felix Ganz, Apartment 3303, 1130 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois 60605 .



June/July, 1978 Page 123

MAY NEW ISSUES

Switzerland's EUROPA-CEPT two value set will be issued at all of the

nation ' s postoffices on May 2, while the four PRO PATRIA stamps for 1978 are
slated for release on May 26, according to word received from Bern.

As experienced collectors know, all early members of "Europa" organization
used a single design, adapting the accepted one to national needs of name and

denomination inscriptions . In 1974, delegates to the European Conference of
Postal and Telecommunications decided that each member nation use designs re-
lated to its own country within a theme designated by the CEPT.

This year's theme is intended to focus attention on distinctive buildings.
Swiss Postal authorities selected the Stockalper Palace in Brig, in the Canton
of Valais, which forms the main transportation center that links Switzerland
with Italy and France by rail and highway and the entrance to the famous Simplon

Tunnel. Shown on the 40 centime, for use on domestic letters, the Stockalper
Palace was built between 1658 and 1678, by the local merchant whose name it still
bears . He used it for a combination residence and business office and reflects the
wealth brought to the town in the heyday of Franco-Italian trade over the Simplon
Pass . Presently it is the property of the Brig Commune and has been restored ex-
tensively during recent years, to become an interesting tourist attraction.

The 80-centime, for use on letters to European destinations, depicts a
building that is of special significant postal and philatelic interest . It is the
structure in which the Universal Postal Union convention was signed by the original

22 members on Oct . 9, 1874.

Known as the Diet Hall, the building dates to 1730, when it was used as an
assembly hall for the sons of Bern ' s ruling families, who had formed a sort of
training government for future administrative and executive positions . This ended
in 1798, when the Helvetian Republic was founded . The Hall subsequently was used
by the Swiss Diet until 1848, and for about another decade as seat of the Council
of States . At the present time, with interior alterations, it is being used as a
department store .
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Both stamps were designed by Klaus Oberli, of Bern and engraved by Max Mueller,
a craftsman at the Postal Administration's Security Printing Plant in Bern, where
they were printed by intaglio on white paper impregnated with a luminescent chemical
for automated mail sorting equipment, but without colored fibres . Each printing
cylinder contains transfers for production of two sheets of 50 stamps apiece . These
stamps will be available at Swiss postoffices until Feb . 28, 1979 ; and at phila-
telic offices, until May 31, 1979, unless stocks are exhausted before then . They
will be valid for postage without time limitation.

The PRO PATRIA quartet for 1978 will continue the "Castles " theme begun for
the annual series on May 28, 1976, and which has proven to be exceptionally popular.

The 20+10 centime value depicts the Hagenwil Castle of Thurgau, a canton in
northeastern Switzerland, bordering on the Lake of Constance . It is one of the

finest and best preserved moated fortifications in the nation, and erected on
the site of another earlier one built of wood in about 1200 . Originally it was

the residence of the Lords of Hagenwil, but when Rudolf, last of the family,
wanted to bequeath it to the St . Gallen Monastery in 1264, he was taken prisoner
by the Lords of Heitnau . Upon release he gave it to the Abbot of St . Gallen, who
then gave it in feudal tenure to several noblemen . In 1341, it was obtained by

another family until the Appenzell wars in the 15th century . In medieval times it
was restored through structural alterations, and in 1684, was purchased by the St.
Gallen Monastery and again enlarged to provide accomodation for its monks . In
1806, it was acquired by the Angehrn family, its present owners.

The 40+20 centime depicts the Castle of Burgdorf, cantonal seat of the
Emmenthal, located about 12 miles from Bern . The oldest parts of this fortification,
set high upon a steep cliff above the Emme River, date back to the Dukes of Zahrin-
gen, who developed it into an important stronghold in the 12th century . In 1218
it was inherited by the Counts of Kyburg . When that family became extinct in 1263,
it was seized by the Hapsburgs, by whom it was used as a favorite residence of
collateral family members until 1384, when it was sold to Bern . It then served as
a bailiff ' s residence until 1798. Today it is used as town offices, residence of
the caretaker ' s family and a local museum . In 1976, the cantonal officials hosted
a wine-and-cheese reception for visitors to the International Postal Stationery
Exhibition in Burgdorf.

The 70+30 centime denomination shows us Tarasp Castle in the Canton of
Grisons . In the Middle Ages, various noble families from the east emigrated to the
Engadine, hard upon the Lombardy border of Italy, to secure control of the Valley.
Among these were the Lords of Tarasp, who established themselves on a steep mountain
cone near Scuol (Schuls) as early as the 11th century . Thence they extended their
power into the very heart of Grisons, but bankrupted themselves within 100 years,
by over-generous donations to the Church . In the 13th century the castle passed
into the hands of the Lords of Match from whom the bishops of Chur (cantonal capital)
vainly tried to seize the fortification . Two centuries later, the Austrians turned
it into an important base, restoring and enlarging Tarasp's stronghold . It was
subsequently damaged by repeated attacks and gradually fell into disrepair . Grisons
acquired it in 1803 and later sold it to a private owner.

Easily one of the world's most famous and spectacular castles on earth is
Chateau Chillon, subject of the 80+40 centime value of the set . Built on a small
island just a few yards from the Vaud Shores of the Lake of Geneva, southwest of
Montreux, its imposing towers and ramparts form a dramatic setting for the Alps on
all sides of it. The castle was erected by the ancestors of the Dukes of Savoy and
became a favorite residence of the family in the 12th century .
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In the middle of the next, Peter II of Savoy so rebuilt the castle to take its
present imposing shape. He not only made important structural alterations, but had
its interior magnificently decorated and furnished . The Savoyans eventually gave up
regular residence and transferred administration to a lesser location . The Bernese
captured the castle in 1536, during the conquest of Vaud, using it as a bailiff's
residence until that was transferred to Vevey, a few miles around the lake . It is best
known to the literary world because of its inspiration for George Lord Byron's classic
poem, the "Prisoner of Chillon ." Extensive restoration at the beginning of this
century saved the fortress from decay and turned it into one of the most popular tourist
attractions in the French section of Switzerland and as a short excursion goal for the
thousands of students at Lausanne, Vevey, Montreux schools, seminaries and academies.
Like the Diet Hall on the 80c EUROPA set, Chillon has appeared on a number of pre-
viously issued Swiss stamps.

The PRO PATRIA set was designed by Anne Oertle, of Winterthur, and produced by
Courvoisier-Helio, of Chaux de Fonds in multi-color heliogravure on white paper with a
luminous substance, from cylinders etch-engraved with two sheets of 50 stamps apiece.
They will be on sale at all postoffices until August 31, and at philatelic offices until

Dec . 31, but may be used for postage without limitation.

PRO PATRIA sets replaced, in 1952, a series of semi-postals annually issued to
commemorate Swiss independence on Aug . 1, 1291 . Introduced on June 15, 1938, these sets
were inscribed, "Helvetian Confederation . " Previous PRO PATRIA sets feature such themes
as Swiss scenic views ; crystals and minerals ; fossils ; ancient coins ; medieval ec-
clesiastical paintings ; stained glass art ; precious ancient artifacts, and now, castles.
As always, the Swiss Postal Administration will service first day covers which are en-
graved with an official cachet and cancelled with special postmarks . That for the first
pair is inscribed, "EUROPA-CEPT, " while the PRO PATRIA stamps will get a marking with a
picture of the Hagenwil castle .
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SWITZERLAND AND THE HAPSBURGS By E .J . Rawnsley

In the early 11th century the Count of Altenburg lost his hawk and found it
on top of the ' Wulpelsberg, where he subsequently built a castle known as the
'Habichtsburg' or 'Hawk ' s Castle' . In time this became first Hapsburg, then
Hapsburg.

From such humble beginnings, a castle an hour's drive from Luzern, of which
only the tower survives to this day, rose the most powerful rulers in Europe . It

was Richenza, daughter of Count Altenburg, who started the Hapsburg precedent for
lucky marriages . She married Ulrich, Count von Lenzburg, whose line became ex-
tinct in 1173 . By virtue of the marriage the possessions passed to the House of
Hapsburg. Another marriage brought possessions of the House of Kyburg, which

also became extinct, and later they acquired a large part of the lands of the
House of Zahringen.

It was left to Rudolph to make his way to the Imperial throne (which was
at that time elective, not hereditary) in 1173 . On succeeding his father he purged
Western Switzerland of robber bands who were interfering with trade, by capturing
and razing their headquarters at Regensberg near Zurich . The German Electors were

looking for a candidate . Rudolph's military prowess recommended him to the Pope
who influenced the Electors to choose this obscure Swiss noble rather than one of

the German princes.

As Emperor Rudolph defeated and killed Ottocar II, King of Bohemia, and

created his sons Albrecht and Rudolph Dukes of Austria and Styria, the first step
in transference of the Hapsburgs from the Rhine to the Danube . Rudolph's son

Albrecht was elected to the Imperial Crown in 1298 but was murdered by his nephew
Johann, Duke of Austria in 1308 - as related in the Tell story . In 1352 the

Hapsburg castle near Meggen (Lake Luzern) 'was sacked by the Confederates and in
1415 the ancestral home on the Wulpelsberg was sacked by the Bernese, thus bringing
to an end the era of Hapsburg domination over Switzerland . It was not until the
election of Albrecht II in 1438 that the Crown again came to the Hapsburg family.

Thereafter all the Emperors, with two exceptions, belonged to this remarkable
family, right up to this century, and provided 16 kings to Germany, 22 to Austria,
3 to Portugal, 11 to Bohemia & Hungary, 6 to Spain and but for the childlessness
of Mary Tudor - Mary I of England - would have brought the Hapsburgs to England.

AN AUTHOR'S CORRECTION!

Thanks to the generously collaborative alertness on the part of Dr . Felix Ganz, Fred
R . Lesser, the author of the recently published A NEW LOOK AT SWITZERLAND ' S 'TETE BECHE ' ,
'SE TENANT' and ' INTERSPACE' STAMP COMBINATIONS hastens to correct an erroneous reference
as to the source of availability of the so-called TETE BECHE stamp sheets during the years
1908 and 1933.

The TETE BECHE sheets were only offered to collectors at the 'Wertzeichenverkaufs '
counter in Bern . There are, however, indications that broken-up TETE BECHE sheets were
also sold at the ' collectors ' counters at the main post offices in Geneva, Lausanne and
Zurich .

The 8 Philatelic Agencies (Wertzeichenverkaufsstellen) were only established by the
PTT some time after 1950 and, therefore, did not exist outside Bern before WW II.

The author wishes to apologize to the readership of TELL for the misleading infor-
mation in his article as published in the April issue .



June/July, 1978
Page 127

THE POSTAL MARKINGS AND CANCELLATIONS IN SWITZERLAND AND LIECHTENSTEIN ; Part 67

By Felix Ganz

RAILWAY STATION CANCELLATIONS

ON POSTAL MATTER ; PART VII,
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Dear Members,
As this wil] be the last auction until fall, would you please

hold back in sending me any new auction material until after the
summer.

The atte mpt to sell defective and damaged material through the
auction shows all the signs of being a class A flop . To date, there
is almost no interest in any of it . Well anyway, the important thing
is that we tried and gave it our best shot.

Once again I will make my periodic re quest about the type of
material I am receiving lately for auction . PLEASE, look over the
material closely and weed out the damaged, torn and evenheavily
hinged . I am becoming very aware of what will sell and what will
not, so again ple a se, only good salable material.

For this auction #29 the closing date will he August 31, 1978.
1 Sfr = .50¢ U .S .







AHPS TREASURER'S REPORT - DECEMBER 31, 1977 -June 30,1978

BALANCE as of December 31, 1977 = $3,529 .88 .
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THAT MUCH - MALIGNED LEMANEX '78 SOUVENIR SHEET 	

and everybody buys it, by the packets.

Similarly negative comments than those brought out when the USPS issued the
four Interphil souvenir sheets greeted the arrival, on March 9, 1978 of the
beautifully executed, but rather impossibly sized, pretty expensive . (SFr. 5 . of
which only 3 .50 is of postal validity) and nightmare-producing sheet for anyone
who collects se-tenant combinations for the Swiss national philatelic exhibition -
in Lausanne, late May/early June.

If you collect the sheet only, you may be satisfied with one mint, one used
and one FDC item (what a silly size FDC, by the way) . But even here you may go
much higher if you want the different plate numbers (1 to 6) or if you want a sheet
canceled by every one of the reportedly ten different exhibition cancellations to
be used during the show (one per day).

The moment you embark on owning all se-tenant combinations, plus singles,
you will have to dig deep into your pocket . You can tear out 8 singles, 4
horizontal and five vertical pairs, 2 blocks of four, 2 strips of three and one
strip of four -- all of these concerning themselves with actual stamps only . If
you want combinations with the four labels as well, then you will wind up with a
small album full of nothing but Lemanex issues.

Is that worth anyone's money and while? Hardly : but you know how stamp
collectors INSIST on being complete ; and if the issue, rumored to be near five
million sheets, sells out then the Lemanex organizers will have no trouble paying
all their bills and turning over a very substantial sum to the Swiss Fund for
Philately as well (5 million times SFr . 1 .50, or even only 1.20 if the PTT deducts
production and handling costs), and the PTT itself will not see much of the SFr.
17 .5 million of postage value used on regular correspondence:

And at those publication figures speculation seems pretty far fetched . Thus:
make your own choice ; it is your privilege .

	

F. Ganz.

THE QUESTION BOX

This month, instead of an answer, we have a question for the entire AHPS

membership . Mister Rutherfoord of the Swiss Cancel Society (SVP) is preparing
a list of all Swiss cancel machines and their period of use . Information in
this area is sadly lacking especially for the earlier years . On the next page
is a list of pre-1960 cancel machines and their tentative first month of use.
For those no longer in use the last month is also shown . Mister Rutherfoord
has asked the AHPS membership to check their machine cancel holdings and to re-
port any earlier and/or later uses. Please send the information to me.

Despite my relocation from Colorado to London the question box is alive
and well. Send your questions on any area of Swiss philately to Charles J . LaBlonde,
EOARD BOX 14, FPO New York 09510. Please don ' t forget your SASE .
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(Continued from cover)

In Egypt, the Philatelic Office picks up the tab for the operation of a truly valuable
philatelic and postal history museum and library.

Most impressive is the manner in which the Swiss use philatelic profits . As in the
previously mentioned lands, it long has subsidized book publications and the operation of
one of the finest philatelic museums on earth.

A number of years ago, officials feeling they could do much more, established a policy
whereby the PTT put at the disposal of the Philatelic Federation of Switzerland a generous
amount of cash to further interest in stamp collecting . Called, The Fund for the Promotion
of Philately, " this kitty is primarily a source of cash with which national, regional and
international stamp exhibitions can be financed.

Administration of the fund rests with the president of the Philatelic Federation, the
president of the Swiss Expert Commission, and three postal officials in charge of philatelic
activities.

Whenever one of the many Swiss philatelic organizations consider staging an exhibition
it provides the "Fund" administrators with a budget and a request for financing . After
consideration and deliberation, the cash is forthcoming obviating the need for solicitation
of contributions or guarantees such as are so essential in the United States, Canada and
Britain.

Should such an exhibition produce a surplus, the organizing committee turns back to
the "Fund" some or all of the cash advanced to them.

This means that show committees, relieved of economic worries, can put into effect
progressive ideas aimed not only at interesting veterans, but geared to attract and educate

the non-collecting public to the appeals of stamp collecting.

The first major contribution to philately undertaken by the "Fund" was the hiring
of competent professionals to design and construct frames for use at stamp exhibitions
held in Switzerland.

The first use of these innovational frames was at the "NABA" exhibition of 1971, staged
chiefly as a test run for "INTERNABA 74," held in Basel.

Exhibition committees of other European nations seeing how perfect the frames were,
began to rent them instead of building their own.

"Fund" money has underwritten many Swiss regional and national shows in addition to
the big international of three years ago.

In April, for example, the " Fund" financed " JUPHILEX 77, " an international competition
for junior stamp collectors which attracted youngsters from no fewer than 36 countries.
1,400 frames were filled with competitive entries . " Fund" money enabled the committee to
provide frame space, and even full insurance coverage, without charging the juniors a single
rappen: In addition, every entrant received a beautiful stained glass emblem of the show
whether his entry won a medal, Prix d ' Honneur or not.

Recently, the " Fund" financed the publication of no fewer than six definitive books.
Among them were works on classic Swiss stamps and postal markings ; a campaign for com-
batting counterfeiting ; the complete maintenance, repair, storage and transportation of
exhibition frames ; the production of slide-and-commentary programs for public showings .
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This all may sound ambitious - and it is . The " Fund" is no small-time operation.
The last treasurer ' s report available at the time of this writing indicates that the fund
has 6,320,292 Swiss francs, (over two and a half million dollars) in the bank : Among the
expenditures one finds that 187,619 Sfr was given to organizers of local and regional shows;
54,551 Sfr was spent in furthering philately among junior collectors:

Compare that with what Col . James deVoss says in his report on " Amphilex " to officers

of the APS:

. . Even though the United States Postal Service sold nearly $2,000,000 worth of
postage during " INTERPHIL 76, " money which came primarily from the pockets of stamp
collectors, none of it was contributed towards staging our seventh USA international
philatelic exhibition ."

To us, this exemplifies an unfair use of money which collectors spend for U .S . stamps
that are almost always placed in albums rather than on mail for which costly postal service
must be rendered.

The most significant aspect of these programs formulated by foreign postal admin-
istrations is that they promote stamp collecting and promote it as an enjoyable and
educational hobby . Not simply sales pitches to sell new issues, they provide those vital
services which clubs, societies, federations and dealer groups never seem to be able to
render . Can not our country do the same? (EAK)
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