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SWISS MILITARY STAMPS
1939/45

1972

SPECT ACULAR
DISCOVERIES

SHORTAGE OF MATERIAL
AND RISING PRICES.

During the 1950's and early
1960's stocks of this material were ample for two reasons:
1) few people wanted to remember the War and many had no
particular liking for these
stamps
2) as a consequence of this,
dealers' stocks remained
steady.
For the last few years however,
this material has become so
popular that the available
stocks (which for normal demand
were never sufficient) disappeared to a point where
today's prices are completely
unrealistic. Only the most
common material is still available in excess of demand. This
common material would hardly
make more than a 100-200
different collection. As soon
as one wishes to study this
historic field as it deserves,
the market dries up.
Although our prices have over
the last two years gradually
crept up, today's level is
still completely unrealistic
and we have been forced, from
July 1st, to make heavy upward
price revisions. It is our
opinion that even these heavy
increases are only the beginning of higher prices to come
and we are sure that the many
collectors of Military Stamps
will not be slow to draw their
own conclusions.
(continued on page 8)

GRILLED OIL PAPER No.242z-0

What makes our hobby interesting is that one can never
tell, from week to week, what will turn up unexpectedly!
Some years ago several of the small Landscape series
on ordinary paper were discovered printed on oily transparent paper (Cat. Nos. 202, 215, 257 and 286. This last
stamp was also discovered with B.I.E. overprint). All
these stamps, we repeat, were on ordinary paper. Some
months ago we were staggered to be offered from Switzerland a part sheet of 45 copies of No.242 on GRILLED
oily paper. This is the first time that any stamp has
come to light on this type of paper. Bearing in mind
that 30 years have elapsed since its issue, this is
remarkable indeed and indicated considerable rarity. We
did not hesitate to buy and gave priority to our regular
Approval clients. The response was so quick that very
few copies remain. At the time of writing we have four
singles (£10.00 each), a marginal block of four (L42.50),
a right lower corner block of four (£45.00) and the
plate number block of Four (£50.00).
Anyone interested in acquiring this variety should
contact us immediately.
It is most doubtful whether the
few remaining copies would be available beyond the autumn
of this year. The stamp will be listed in the next
edition of our Catalogue as No.242z-0.
1850 POSTE LOCALE FRAMED CROSS, DOUBLE PRINT OF RED CENTRE

18 months ago an article appeared in the Berner Briefmarken Zeitung mentioning the important discovery of this
Subsequently another used copy
variety on a used copy.
was discovered. Very recently, we were fortunate in
acquiring the only known (to date) MINT copy of this
variety. Although the stamp had minor thinnings and gum
imperfections, it was brilliantly fresh and had fine full
margins. As is always the case with such material, the
This
dealer gets little chance to admiring it for long!
important stamp is now in the album of a very proud West
Country collector.
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MORE FAMOUS SWISS ON STAMPS

Following on the previous listing of famous
Swiss people depicted on stamps, here are
the additions to date. Since most are in
the field of arts and sciences they are
given in the order in which they appeared
on Swiss stamps.
Carlo Maderno (or Maderna) 1556 - 1629
Pro Juventute No.163 - Architect
Leading Roman architecture of early 17th
century, born at Capolago, Lake Lugano. From
1603 until his death was chief architect of
St. Peter's in Rome. He built the nave and
facade, altering Michaelangelo's Greek cross
plan into a longitudinal one. His facade
has been both admired and condemned for
impairing Michaelangelo's dome. Maderno's
buildings determined the style of early
baroque architecture.
Leonhard Euler 1707 - 1783
Pro Juventute No.168 - Mathematician
Born at Basel. Admitted to St.Petersburg
Academy of Science in 1727, appointed Professor of Natural Philosophy in 1730 and
later Professor of Mathematics. In 1741
went to Berlin at the invitation of Frederick the Great, to assist in the founding
of an Academy there. His name is perpetuated in various mathematical formulae.

Karl Hilthy 1833 - 1909
Pro Juventute No.178 - Statesman
Born on 28th February in 1833 in Grabs (St.
Gallen). Teacher of Swiss public law in
Chur from 1855-74, then at University of
Berne. Deputy of Switzerland at the first
Peace Conference in The Hague in 1899 and
member of the International Court of
Justice. Eminent professor of public leu
and author of numerous historical, legal
and philosophical books. Died on 12th
October, 1909.

in Winterthur. Was elected to the Great
Council of the Canton of Zürich in 1834
(and President in 1837 & 1839), honorary
doctor of law of the University of Zürich
in 1838. In the Zürich government of 1837
(Dept. of Education), but in 1839 was leader of the liberal opposition. In 1843 again
a member of the Great Council, then Mayor
and in 1847 deputy of Zurich at the Postal
Conference in Vienna. Elected to the
Ständerat (the parliament to which each canton
sends two members) of the new Federation,
where he was elected President and on 16th
November, 1848 was elected as the first
President of the Swiss Confederation. As
President he devoted all his energies to
the building and development of the young
Republic; conducted the political department (1848, 1852, 1855 & 1858) and in later
years the department of justice. Died on
28th July, 1861 in Bad Ragaz.

Jean Jacques Rousseau 1712 - 1778
Pro Patrie No.108 - Writer
French philosophic writer, although born in
Geneva, the son of a watch-maker. Spent
most of his life in France where he became
a Catholic. Began to write and his literary success began in 1750 when he was
awarded a prize for an essay by the Academy
of Dijon. By his writings he became the
champion of popular rights and incurred the
wrath of the authorities. He fled to Switzerland and subsequently to England, but was
eventually allowed to return to France,
where ha died in 1778.
Anna Hear 1863 - 1918
Pro Patria No.113 - Doctor
Born at Olten; became the first Swiss woman
doctor in 1889; Doctor of Medicine in Zürich
in 1892. Co-founder and principal of the
Swiss Training School for Nurses at the
Women's Hospital in Zürich from 1899 onwards.
Died on 9th December, 1918.
Johann Georg Bodmer 1786 - 1864
Pro Patria No. 118P - Engineer
Mechanical engineer and technical chief of
the Iron Works of Baden (Germany). Took part
in the construction of the Austrian railways from 1848.

Alexandre Calame 1810 - 1864
Pro Juventute No.183 - Painter
Born at Vevey, he became the chief representative artist of the Swiss school, devoting his talents to painting Alpine landscapes. Examples of his work are in the
Tate Gallery and South Kensington Museum.

Father Theodosius Florentini 1808 - 1865
Pro Patrie No.123 - Priest
Born in Müstair in the Grisons; founder of
the Sisterhood Institutions of Menzingen
and Ingenbohl, the "Kreuzspital" in Chur
and the Kollegium in Schwyz.

Jonas Furrer 1805 - 1861
Pro Juventute No.188 - Statesman
Born on 5th March, 1805. Was a student of
law in Zurich, Heidelberg and Göttingen,
became cantonal procurator in 1828. Published judicial works and became advocate

Heinrich Federer 1866 - 1928
Pro Patrie No.128 - Author
Born on 7th October, 1866 in Brienz, the
son of a drawing master (Johann Paul 18401886); theologian in Eichstätt, Luzern and
Freiburg; was ordained in 1893 and was a

chaplain in Jonswil up to 1900, but
resigned cue to illness. Became a journalist in
Zürich and from 1907 a writer; then an
honorary doctor of the University of Berne
in 1920. Wrote a number of novels in which
the Swiss and Central Italian people and
landscapes are characterised.

1562 the French government permitted the
publication of the Huguenot Psalter, most of
which was written by Beza. To him also the
Huguenots owed the final revision of their
(to be continued)
He died in 1605.
Bible.

Theodor Kocher 1841 - 1917
Pro Patria No.133 - Doctor & Surgeon
Born on 23rd August, 1841 in Berne; student
of medicine, and doctor of medicine in 1865;
from 1872 until his death (27th July, 1917)
was professor of surgery at the University
of Bern. By his basic works in the field
of antisepsis end asepsis, etc., he became
an authority of world-wide reputation for
operational instruction. Author of about
130 scientific publications. As a discoverer of the function of the thyroid gland,
was a leading authority an operations,
especially of the throat (of which he personally did 6,000 operations). Was First .
President of the first Congress on Surgery
in Brussels in 1902 and Nobel Prize Winner
in 1910.

Jean Calvin 1509 - 1564
Cat. No.346 - Reformer & Theologian
Was born at Noyon in Picardy and was destined for the Roman Catholic church. A
remarkable scholar, in 1529 he was appointed curd of Pont l'Evêque, his father's
native town. Then, obeying his father's
command, he gave up theology for the law,
studying first at Orleans then at Bourges.
He went to Paris and began to write in
support of the "new religion", but following persecution he went to Switzerland,
first to Basle and then to Geneva in 1536,
where he joined the reformer Farel and
received a ministerial charge and the chair
of divinity in the Academy. Forced to leave
Switzerland for a time, he later returned
and remained there until his death, forming
a lasting friendship with John Knox and
corresponding with Luther and other reformers.
In 1564 was visited by Beza. Died on
24th May that year.
Theodore Beza (or de Bèze) 1519 - 1605
Cat. No.346 - Reformer
Was born at Vezelay in France. In 1548 his
religious convictions became so strong that
he felt compelled to join Calvin in Geneva.
For about 10 years he was professor of Greek
at Lausanne; but returning to Geneva in 1558
he was appointed professor of theology and
president of the college. The great tact
with which he conducted negotiations on
behalf of the oppressed Vaudois in 1557 and
1558 led to his appointment as representative of the Protestants at the Conference
of Poissy (1561). Detained in Paris by the
religious wars, he became the most trusted
adviser of the reformed leaders.
In 1563
he returned to Geneva and, after Calvin's
death, was appointed as his successor.
In

RIG' RAILWAY CENTENARY
A most attractive cover was issued for the
centenary of the Vitznau - Rigi rack railway,
the first mountain railway in Europe. A
steam train - not the original one! - was
used for this run and the covers, franked
with two tete-beche pairs of 5c. stamps bear
special cancellations, a gold seal showing
the original locomotive as well as an illustration of it. These envelopes addressed to
Herr Riggenbach, a descendant of the originator of the line, are in short supply even
in Switzerland, but whilst stocks last we
can offer them at E1.20.

125 YEARS
SWISS RAILWAYS
This important and very popular occasion was
celebrated in Switzerland with the private
issue of a number of beautifully produced
Covers and Miniature Sheets. Being quite
inexpensive (bearing in mind the high production costs of such material) we can warmly
recommend them to collectors who wish to add
one or two special pages to their Albums.
The following are available:
1) Miniature Sheet showing reduced full
colour reproductions of stamp Nos. 277, 27B,
279 and 385 with dated inscription (issued
for the 8th International Railway Employees
Stamp Exhibition).
Available mint only
... E0.32
...
...
2) Miniature Sheet showing enlarged reproductions of stamp No.277 with inscription,
"used", on Cover with impressed design of
the same stamp.
Available on Cover only
...
... f0.28
3) Superb set of four different Covers, showing engines of the last 125 years with additional gold seal impressed designs of these
engines and their details.
Only 4 sets available, each
.., f2.50
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PART 4
Tell and Son, and Sempach Essays 1895
(continued)
What seems to be an early state of the 5Fr
value of the Tell and Son stamp, has the
top half of the word "HELVETIA" having
only the outline coloured but the body of
the letters white. This does not show
up well, which is probably why it was
changed to the final solid lettering. The
centre vignette of the Sempach stamp is
known unframed, and also with the SFr.
frame inverted. Prints of the 5Fr., with
either centre, exist with "G.KELLER-KEHR,
BERN" below the stamp (The frame alone,
without centre, is also known in this
state). This was deleted later on, not
always successfully. Rarest of all are
what seem to be earlier essays for the
final version. These are single colour,
relatively unfinished engravings, of
which the 1Fr. shows Tell and Son whilst
the 5Fr. shows the Sempach Monument. In
the 5Fr. the top left corner has the "Fr"
mirror-wise but the "5" normal - perhaps
to achieve symmetry - and it looks most
peculiar!
The Rütli Essay of 1891
Since the appearance of the last part of
this article two items have come to light
which seem to be connected with this essay.
The first is an artist's coloured sketch,
the same size as the "issued" stamp, in the
style and frame detail of the surfaceprinted 25c. version; but the centre shows
an alpine chalet in a setting of pine trees
and with a mountain background - a really
lovely item. The second is another 25c.
design, apparently a wood engraving, again
in the general style of the surfaceprinted one; but the central picture is of
Tell's Chapel on the Lake of Uri, in an
octagonal frame bearing "HELVETIA" across
the top and "FRANCO" at both sides. A
manuscript note connects this item with
Robert Deyhle of Bern; this is the man
whose violet stamp "R. Deyhle, Bern" is known
on proofs of the first Postage Due issue.
1895 Keller-Kehr Essays, continued.
These three designs, described previously,
all exist with "G.KELLER-KEHR, 8ERN" below
the stamp. Such prints, which are rare, are
beautifully clear items.
Later on the
inscription was deleted, subsequent prints
rarely reaching the clarity of the earlier
ones.

20c Tell's Chapel Essay
Some time in the 1890's a two-colour essay
of Tell's Chapel was produced, using one

E ay

plate for the central vignette and another
for the frame. Prints exist of the two dies
separately, and of the two-colour print on
gummed paper, but appear to be rare. The
workmanship is not that of Keller-Kehr, and
it would be interesting to find out who was
responsible for it.
1900, 25 years U.P.U.
Single prints, from the original die without figure of value, exist on art paper in
black, green, red and blue. All are imperforate, and really rare. A black print is
known, imperforate and without control marks,
with the figures "25" pasted in position in
the value tablet. Prints are known of the
working dies for the issued values, imperforate on art paper; these ere 5c green, also
in black-green, 10c red, 25c blue, also in
black-blue; all these are very rare. Plate
proofs exist of plate 2 of the 10c and 25c
in black on very heavy art paper; 200 of
the 10c were printed and 400 of the 25c.
The 5c exists in similar style, although as
it does not appear to be recorded anywhere
the number printed is not known - but it is
certainly rare. These prints show the usual
imperfections on the plate but not the
results of the usual hurried printing of
this issue.
1901, Post Office Competition
In March 1901 the Swiss Post Office held a
competition to select designs to replace
the current issues. The entries were mostly
quite unsuitable for reproduction as postage
stamps, being overcrowded, lacking in
contrast and often bearing unnecessary wording. Nos. 39/40 of The Swiss Philatelist
contains a description of a document presented to members of the Prize Court, with
poor reproductions of 53 of the entries. No
first prize was awarded, but six others
varying from S.Fr 700.- to 350.- were given.
The official prints of the winners are good,
but large numbers of unofficial photo-litho
copies exist, sometimes almost
unrecognisable! Most of these show the dots of halftone work, which the official prints never
do. Helvetia with fasces, by Henri Robert,
is a finely drawn picture, but in the
unofficial version the lady has lost her
finger-nails and the whole production is
crude. The only entry ever to be used was
not one of the prize-winners, or even an
"honourable mention", but one of those
merely listed as being handed over to the
Postal Museum! This was the head of Wilhelm
Tell with hie crossbow by Richard Kissling,
which was issued with minor alterations in
1914.
A "Miniature Sheet" of ten of the entries is
illustrated here. Seven of the designs are in

the presentation copy, but Nos. 2, 3, and 5
are not. Nos. 6 and 10 received honourable
mention. The prints are similar in style to
the presentation ones but rather clearer.

Rudolf (ginger's Helvetia Essay
Early in the twentieth century Rudolf Munger
designed a 25c stamp showing Helvetia in an
oval standing with her spear and shield. The
word "FRANCO" is below the oval with "25" in
each lower corner, and "HELVETIA" over the
top. This was engraved twice by Jean
Sprenger, once on steel and once on wood.
The detail on the steel engraving is finer
than that an the wood-cut version. Single
prints exist in various colours, the woodcuts appearing to be the rarer of the two.
1907 to 1918 Tell Boy
The first of the Tell Boy issues, designed
by Albert Welti, appeared in 1907, and three
types of "Progress Proofs" by the artist are
known. All are rare, in black on fine art
card. One state shows the boy and his bow in
considerable detail but covered with a
groundwork of horizontal lines; another shows
the same groundwork but no detail, and the
third shows the boy in white. Colour trials
of a 25c value exist on thick white paper,
in green, red, brown and grey-blue, all
being poor prints from a zinc cliché. Die
proofs of the approved design exist in black,
rose-carmine and chocolate-brown. A plate
proof of the 2c exists on unwatermarked
paper, perforated 11}, in a brighter colour
than the issued stamp. Colour trials on
unwatermarked paper exist in numerous colours
usually in vertical pairs of the 2c, the two
prints being in different colours. Far rarer
are such prints on paper with the large
cross watermark, seen as a horizontal pair
of the 3c in two different shades of green.
The Swiss public regarded the Tell Boys of
1907 as being too "fussy", and called for an
improved version, which appeared 1909. The
same artist was responsible and essays exist
in the transitional stages between the two
designs. A 5c in grey has lost "FRANCO" from
the base, but the stepped effect has not yet
arrived; the detail of the bow has reached
its final stage but there are still figures
of value in both lower corners, on horizontally lined squares. Plate proofs of the
issued stamps are sometimes to be had, but
not often! The 7}c, type 2, exists in black,
imperforate, and the 5c, type 3, in the grey
of the issued 7}c. A particularly intriguing
item has come to light recently, in the form
of a trial plate of 25 of the 5c, type 3, in
black, minus the top left block of four. Two
of the stamps have "25" pasted over the
original "5", and one of these has been outlined in pale blue crayon and in black ink
whilst the word "gut!" appears in the margin.
This is evidently the "passed for press"

print, but the P.T.T. are not now able to
identify the writer of "gut!".
1907, Bust of Helvetia
This design, by Charles L'Eplattenier,
produced a number of essays and proofs during its development. The earliest appears to
be the design showing Helvetia facing left,
holding the hilt of a sword in her right
hand. Her left hand holds what appears to be
an olive branch. This design was printed, in
black, larger than an issued stamp, by Rösch
and Schatzmann of Bern, and also in normal
size by the Swiss Federal Mint. The latter
prints exist in se-tenant pairs of 10c and
12c, rare in black and very rare in colours.
The smaller prints are not photo-reductions
of the larger, but different engravings. The
10c also exists in sheets of 12, 6 x 2, all
in different colours; the figures "10" are
not the same as those in the se-tenant print.

The issued design exists in a number of
"states". An early one, before figures of
value, has the "HELVETIA" tablet shallower
then the issued version, and solid squares
of colour where the figures are to come. A
later state has the "HELVETIA" tablet of the
issued depth, but outlined in white as is
the whole stamp. An attractive "miniature
sheet" has die proofs of the three issued
values and one without figures, all in red quite a rarity. Plate proofs exist of the
10c and 15c in brighter colours than the
issued ones; the 12c is also known in black.
The symbolism of this issue changed during
its development. The early essays show the
lady holding an olive branch and sword; in
the issued design she holds the sword with
oak leaves, for tenacity and endurance, and
laurel leaves for victory - an interesting
change of outlook!
1908, Rütli Oath Essay
Benziger & Co. of Einsiedeln produced two
essays, both based on the taking of the oath
at Rütli. The 25c value was of normal size,
but the Fr 3.- is an oblong stamp of double
size. The designs were meant to be produced
as line engraved prints, but the essays were
surface-printed. A rare folder exists, in
which 13 colours of each value are mounted,
whilst the firm explains on the outside how
much better the final version would be. The
Post Office did not take up this design, but
it was adopted by the 29th Mountain Regiment
as a Military Stamp in 1916. The stamps bear
the dates "1914" and "1916" in the top
corners, and are an enlarged version of the
25c essay, printed in two colours. Although
catalogued as issued in September 1918, they
were certainly used in September 1916.
(to be continued)

QUANTITIES OF STAMPS ISSUED
PRO PATRIA, 1969

PORTRAITS. 1969

19,660,000
25,380,000
18,970,000
10,060,000
7,990,000
EUROPA, 1969

10c.
20c.
30c.
50c.
80c.

10
20
30
50

+
+
+
+

10c.
10c.
10c.
10c.

6,417,000
8,192,000
7,844,000
5,520,000

PUBLICITY II. 1969

24,178,000
20c.
20,177,000
30c.
2
13,995,000
30c.
0,987,000
50c.
10,160,000
50c.
Since Nos. 60/61 of the Swiss Philatelist
PRO JUVENTUTE, 1969
the following new sets are notified: five
EUROPA, 1970
new stamps in +
the PORTRAITS 10c.
series on 23rd
14,411,000
10
September, 1971
and on the same
date 30c.
13,925,000 30c.
20
+
10c.
20,492,000
and 40c. forming the second PUBLICITY set
12,272,000 50c.
30 + 10c.
13,282,000
for the year. The set of four PRO JUVENTUTE
6,287,000
50 + 20c.
stamps on 4th December 1971, completing the
PUBLICITY II, 1970
Native Birds series. The first 1972 I,
PUBLIPUBLICITY
1970
CITY series of four stamps, came out on 17th
17,279,000
20,450,000 10c.
20c.
20,126,000
12,302,000 20c.
30c. (477)
30,295,000
12,024,000 30c.
30c. (478)
12,134,000
12,249,000 50c.
50c.
6,134,000
80c.
PRO PATRIA, 1970

10c.
6,187,000
7,866,000
20 + 10c.
7,785,000
30 + 10c.
February. On the same day a PRO AERO stamp
5,095,000
50 + 20c.
of Fr 2.- with a surcharge of Fr 1.- for
aviation purposes; two special flight covers
PUBLICITY I, 1971
hearing this stamp should be available by
late June 1972. The issue commemorates 25
20,207,000
10c.
years of Swiss North Atlantic air traffic
15,257,000
20c.
and 50 years International aviation. Two
20,072,000
30c.
EUROPA stamps on 2nd May, 1972. The PRO
50c.
10,166,000
PATRIA set of four stamps on 1st June, 1972
5,916,000
80c.
featuring Swiss archaeological finds.
10

+

PORTRAITS, 1971

10c.
20c.
30c.
40c.
80c.

PRO JUVENTUTE, 1970

10
20
30
50

+
+
+
+

10c.
10c.
10c.
20c.

14,392,000
14,372,000
12,801,000
6,542,000

PUBLICITY II, 1971

30c.
40c.

20,384,000
8,154,000

PRO PATRIA, 1971

15,563,000
20,173,000 10 +
20 +
20,605,000
30 +
9,043,000
7,048,000 50 +

5,608,000
10c.
7,286,000
10c.
7,308,000
10c.
20c. 4,504,000

NASA 1971 MINIATURE SHEET

3 Fr.

THE UNITED NATIONS

On 21st September 1971, 0.30 and 0.50,
"Racial Discrimination"; on 19th November,
Fr 1.10 "U.N.O. School"; on 5th January 1972,
a definitive 0.40 showing the U.N.O. Office
at Geneva; on 14th February, 0.40 "Nonproliferation of Nuclear Armaments"; on 7th
April, ).80 "World Health Day"; on 5th June,
0.40 and 0.80 "Human Environment".

2,063,000

U.P.U. 1900

This caricature appeared in

Switzerland whilst the stamps
were still current - and the
inscription reads "At last
the old post-horn has been
replaced by a contra-bass".
For those who prefer the
more normal prints we
still have an outstanding
selection of this issue, mint
and used, including varieties,
retouches, offsets, multiples.
marginal imprint copies, etc.
In the last issue of the Swiss Philatelist
we stated that "Supplies being limited much
cannot be offered here". This should have
read "Space being limited" - our supplies
are still exceptional. Ask for a selection
on approval.

RAYON II
BOO K
A superb study of the lithographic stones of
the Rayon II stamps of 1850, by Ernst Müller
of Basel, appeared in the Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung in 1967-68. This invaluable
work has now been issued in book form,
elegantly bound, including black and white
drawings of every position on each division
of each stone. These enable one to "place"
any Rayon II stamp with certainty. Such is
the clarity of the drawings that a little
practice makes it possible to do this reasonably fast, and the colour plates included in
the book are a great help in learning the
shades used at various periods - but they
must be used under proper lighting conditions.
The text is in both German and French, but
lack of familiarity with these languages
hardly affects the value of the work; the
drawings are the vital part.
This is by far the most valuable study of
this issue yet to appear, and is unlikely
ever to be surpassed. It is an absolute
"must" for every serious collector of Rayons.
We are able to offer this at £11.75 post free
complete with the colour plates.

SWISS AIR MAIL CATALOGUE
The 1972 edition of this excellent publication is available at £2.10 post free. It is
up to date to November 1971. There are
important price changes in both directions,
details have been added and corrections made
in the rare cases where they were needed.
The list of abbreviations is now bound in the
book, so it will not get mislaid. A
fascinating and valuable book.
BUDAPEST 71
The Amateur Collector Ltd.'s 1971 Switzerland Catalogue was awarded a Bronze Medal
Diploma at the International Exhibition
held at Budapest in September 1971. The
Diploma was presented by his Excellency
the Hungarian Ambassador at a delightful
prize-giving ceremony and cocktail party at
the Embassy on 24th March, 1972.

SWISS MILITARY STAMPS, 1939/45 (contd. from pagel)
Our new prices from July 1st will be as
follows:
Single Stamps: Locher Cat. prices translate
1 Fr. _ £0.22
Cover,: price of stamp(s) plus £0.18
Packets:
25
different
50
"
100
"
225
"
"
250
500
"
750
"
1000
"

£0.30 (unchanged)
L0.80
£2.40
delete
£7.75
£26.00
£38.00
£67.50
Locher Catalogue (when available £8.001

THE ALBERT
REVENUE

THIL

COLLECTION

The following is an abbreviated extract of
how Robson Loue, the famous London auctioneer,
described this Collection.
"Dr. Thill collected Revenue Stamps for many
years and is probably the last collector to
amass a whole world collection. The collection became so large that there was no time
to mount his new purchases. Had we been in
possession of this collection for nearer ten
years than ten months, we could have mounted
in their proper place another 400,000 stamps.
(The collection) weighed over 970 lbs.
for the price of a dinner in London one can
buy a Revenue Stamp
that is as rare as
a Post Office Mauritius
we have never
seen anything like it in our lifetime and we
doubt if anyone else will again."
Mr. Robson Lowe was not exaggerating.
Undoubtedly one is safe in calling this
collection unique. We acquired a major portion of the Swiss section and we are absolutely
enthralled. One can study the complicated
early currencies, there are proofs and essays
and varieties (all at much louer prices than
the equivalent in postage stamps), postally
used items, stamps of which only a handful
are known to exist, etc. Some designs are
classically beautiful - more beautiful than
postage stamps. We could fill the whole of
The Swiss Philatelist with descriptions
and praise of this material. Let it
suffice here to say that by the autumn we
hope to have ready for approval despatch,
varied selections of these issues.
By kind
permission of Robson Lowe we have had made
20 photo copies of the available Catalogues of
the Swiss section: the complete priced
1947/50 Catalogue of Cantonal issues (A - Z)
and the priced section of the Municipal
issues (A - L). Regrettably the author of
this Catalogue died before he could deal
with the section M - Z. The spiral bound
Catalogue (very well illustrated) measures
Bi ins. x 12 ins, and weighs 17 ozs. We
offer the few available copies at £5.00 each
post free. Do not miss this opportunity of
acquiring some of this material. A second
chance will never recur.

