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Group travel arrangements for INTERNABA 1974 being planned

INTERNABA 1974, commemorating the forthcoming Universal Postal Union Centenary, will take
place in Basel, Switzerland between June 7 and 16, 1974 . This international stamp exhi -

bition is expected to attain a very unique level of importance among the professional and
amateur collectors of Swiss stamp material.

Plans are under active consideration to offer parties interested in attending INTERNABA 1974
and, at the same time, in enjoying a vacation in Switzerland, a group flight by SWISS AIR
starting from Boston, Mass . This will include guaranteed accommodation in Basel for the

duration of the exhibition . Any member of SASS interested in this opportunity should contact

Mr . Fred R . Lesser
P . O . Bo .< 241
Bedford, Mass . 01730

stating the likely number in his party, type of hotel accommodation preferred (luxury or

standard) and the length of time of intended stay in Switzerland.

Specific details including costs covering this group visit to INTERNABA 1974 will be made

available in due course on the basis of response to similar announcements in other
philatelic news mediae .
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New England chapter of SASS plans March 13th .	 meeting
The next meeting of the New England chapter of the Swiss American Stamp Society will be held

on March 13 (Wednesday) at approximately 7 :30 P .M . Tentatively scheduled are meetings on

April 24 and June 5 . Please contact Mr . J . Georges Peter, 22 Lakeshore Avenue, Beverly,

Mass . 01915 or Mr . Jan Donker, 16 St . Mary Road, Burlington, Mass . 01803 (tel . 617-272-4623)
for exact time and location of the meeting .
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POSTAL MARKINGS AND CANCELLATIONS IN
SWITZERLAND AND LIECHTENSTEIN,Pt. XXIX

By Felix Ganz

METER MARKINGS, FRANKING MACHINES, &
OFFICIALLY IMPRINTED VALUE TABLETS.

Yours truly really should have serious qualms at attempting a coverage of
meter and related cancellations, and if this discussion turns into a sea of
problems or questions, then a rescue action may have to be launched by members
of this society who may know more about these RED cancellations than the author.

While meters for Liechtenstein have been recorded in complete detail in
the Liechtenstein Handbook, Section 9 .2, mostly on information by Mr . Dittrich,
Swiss meters seem to have had little philatelic treatment . At least a perusal of
about 18 years of issues of the Swiss Philatelic Journal turned up but a smatter-
ing of incidental information.

Meter machines seem to have had their beginnings in Switzerland in the early
1920s . Earliest sample in my collection is from 1924, but earlier uses are cer-
tain . Earliest recorded use in Liechtenstein dates from 1925.

Common to all meters -- with an occasional deviation -- is the red color of
the imprint . According to reliable information, most meters in use in Switzer-
land and in Liechtenstein are built by the firm of Hasler in Bern.

Earliest value imprints were oval (Fig.1) and consisted of slugs that had
to be inserted into the machine and had ONE fixed denomination . These denominati-
ons start at the printed matter rate of 3 cts . and are known also in the follow-
ing values: 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 50, 60, 65, 70, 80, 90, 1 Fr., 100,
120, 130, 150, 170 . 200, 220, 280, 300, 500, and with a "neutral" slug into which
supposedly some other figure could be written in by hand . This information can
be gleaned from the back of an official postal stationery card, issued in 1963 in
a total quantity of 3000 pieces,
for checking at the same time
ALL meter machines in Switzer-
land and Liechtenstein (Fig .3).
The card had to he returned to
the post office in which area
the meter machine ' s user lived.

Of the actual oval
imprints this writer has never
seen any higher denomination
than 1 Fr . ; but the higher ones
must exist ; else the official
inquiry card would be rather
pointless:

Any observer will note that
all meter slugs, as well as the
later meter types, contain a num-
ber . In the early oval slugs this
number is on the inside of the
design ; in later meter imprints
it may be below the design(Fig.2),
designating the individual
machine and thus the user firm . At
times this number is accompanied
by a second number that may be the
respective user firm's postal
cheque number, such as V-2499, or (according to
Dittrich) the number within a postal district .
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All meter indicia carry the legend "PP" for "Port payé" (postage paid) . In
the oval slugs this appears to the side of the denomination (which is in double
outline fig ures) . At the top stands either "HELVETIA" or "LIECHTENSTEIN", i .e .:
the country's name.

The meter's denominations may be imprinted directly on the card, letter, or
gummed label, etc . If for some reason the meter imprint cannot be put on the
piece to be mailed (parcel, etc .), then the user firm must imprint the meter de-
nomination on a gummed label that shows the user firm ' s name (Fig .4).

Some labels are big enough to carry, next to each other, several imprint slugs.

(to be continued)
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The following article first appeared in the Autumn/Winter, 1961 edition

of the Swiss Philatelist . It is reprinted here with the kind permission

of Mr . H . L . Katcher. The few stamps illustrated are from the Editor's

collection and the position of the ghost flaw is accentuated.

Some years ago collectors discovered mysterious little "y" shaped
scratches on modern Courvoisier printed stamps . At first it was

believed that these were accidental flaws, but it was then noticed
that the shape of the flaws were identical in every case, although
in varying positions and at all angles . The stamps affected are of

the 1939-1949 period, and for a long time it was impossible to

arrive at a sane explanation . Many authorities, among them the

Swiss Post Office and Courvoisier themselves were unable to give a satisfactory
answer . Finally the cause was traced : The photogravure process, from artist's
drawing to finished stamp is a very complicated one . Somewhere along the line

each color of the design has to be dissolved into the minute dots which make up
the picture of the finished stamp . For that purpose a special screen has to be

used and it is this screen which suffered a "y" shaped scratch and is responsible
for our "Ghost Flaws" . On the stamp the main stroke of the scratch measures

about 2 mm . with a shorter branch attached.

As the screen could be used not only in four different positions, but also back
to front, it is possible for the "Ghost Flaws" (so named because for years they

haunted the minds of the experts) to appear at eight distinctive angles . However,

among our copies only five different angles have been discovered (see drawings
above) . In one freak case two of the component colors making up the 10c Pax of

1945 were photographed through the same screen and, although we have not yet
located such a copy, it is known that the "Ghost Flaw" appears twice on the same

stamp, once in brown and once in gray . Some "Ghost Flaws arc more distinctive

than others, depending on whether they are printed on a light colored background

or not . The size of the stamp also has a bearing on the position and it is
amazing, when a collection of "Ghost Flaws" is assembled, to observe how they are
dotted about indiscriminately.

When the discovery of this faulty screen was made it was immediately realized that
the flaw must occur on many non Swiss stamps printed by Courvoisier during this 11

year period of 1939-1949 . The firm is responsible for many issues of Liechtenstein,

Portugal, Turkey, South America etc . and the "Ghost Flaw" was, in fact, discovered

on the 1949 U .P .U . stamp of Liechtenstein and the 1945 President Carmona 10c . of

Portugal . The writer has had insufficient opportunity to examine material other
than Swiss and is not in a position therefore, to tell what has been discovered on

these "foreign" issues . It would be very interesting to hear from anyone who can
throw further light on this . The chief difficulty is that no one at Courvoisier
can say for certain on which issues the damaged screen was used . For stamps

where large printings were required, several cylinders were made up . For that
reason our little "Ghost Flaw" can sometimes be found in two or three positions

in the same issue.

The value of the "Ghost Flaw" varies . On some stamps it is extremely rare and we

are still short on a number of examples to complete our collection . On other

stamps it is encountered perhaps once in a thousand copies while even the most

common are at best producing one flaw per 200-300 stamps examined .
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We have carefully studied all material which has passed through our hands during

the past seven years (1954-1961 at the time of writing, presumably from 1954-1974
now, ed .) and bought every copy offered to us . It will be agreed that the picture
of our stock taken over such a long period must represent, as near as one can get,

the true scarcity of individual occurrences . The result is that of the most
"common" variety we have managed to accumulate 15 copies (mixed mint and used).

In most cases the total has been two - seven copies.

The valuation of the "Ghost Flaws" is difficult but we have worked out the
following system which we consider fair and realistic : Ascribing 1 point for
1 copy, 6 points for 6 copies, 11 points for 11 copies, etc . We start with 32/6
($4 .55) for only 1 point, and at stages of 2/6 (35c) per point we arrive at a
price of 5/- (70e) for the "common" 12 point stamps and over . (Ed . note : these
were the prices quoted in 1961 . The accompanying chart lists the updated prices
given in the Swiss Philatelist nos . 58/59 issued in the last half of 1970 .) On
this basis we propose to base our prices in the future, irrespective of how many
copies we may chance across over a given period of time . Needless to say, to these
point prices must be added the basic price of the stamp (mint or used) . These
items are not plentiful, but an approval selection can be sent to interested
collectors on request . See Amateur Collector ad in this issue of the Herald for
the proper address .



Volume	 5No .	 3	 THE HELVETIA HERALD

	

page

Date :March,1974	



Volume	 5No .	 3	 	
THE HELVETIA HERALD

	
page	 8

Date :	 March,	 1974


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

