
-FIRST EDITION 	 MARCH-APRIL 1970	 1970

Pardon the delay in publication of the bulletin, but what with the Postal Strike, and
the continuing flow of membership, it was difficult to set a definite deadline for the
publication date . But all that is behind us now and we can set about to the society's main
business . I trust that this first edition meets with your approval, a nd ideas and comments
for future issues will be forthcoming from the membership.

Enclosed is the membership roster of the Charter Members and, hereafter, each issue of
the bulletin will list the names of those who have since joined " SA SS " . As you can see,
membership is growing steadily, with members all across the 'T . S . A ., and we even have a
fellow collector of Thailand. It looks as though we can get about the organization of the
various regions, as there are several members on the East Coast, ''est Coast, and South est.
I would like to hear from you on this, if you want to have o fficers for each local area, or
to have officers for the national society . I have kicked off the idea of " SASS " but, now,
it is our society, and all of us should decide on its future.

I have contacted the president of the Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies in Switzerland
to see if we can come in contact with some of their members, and exchange stamps and ideas
with them.

Having a personal interest in the first Postage Due Stamps of Switzerland, due to the fact
that one of m relatives designed these first Postare Dues, I am presenting an article on
these stamps which I trust meets with your approval . I would like to have articles from
the membership, for future issues of the bulletin, those which will prove interestin g to

all .

Regarding Swiss travel, special rates are given to groups of 25 minimum, the fare from N.Y.
by Swissair, is $331 .00 in high season, $305.00, low season . To date not too many have
shown a great interest in Swiss Travel, but perhaps, as time goes on, more interest will
develop, and what with members and their families, the minimum of 25 might be able to be :;
meet. You will be kept advised of these developments.

SWISS LANDMARKS SET PRICES RISE
Stamps issued for regular postage use-very often go up in price once they have become
obsolete, and the reason that they've become obsolete is due to collectors, in large
numbers, neglecting to buy them when issued, and then forget about acquiring them, until it
is too late . A good case in point is the set showing the famous Swiss Landmarks . This set
was available a little over a year ago, until a new set was issued . It sold here in the
USA for around 50¢ as a new issue, but now it has become very scarce . Scott prices it at
$8 .95 but dealers in Europe are paying as high as $5.00 a set, and the retail prices are
almost full Scott . If you're an avid Swiss collector make sure you own this set, as it is
scarce and prices are sure to go higher.

-

	

SWISSSOUVENIR SHEETS ON THE RISE
During the speculative fever of a year ago, miniature sheets could be sold at almost any
price, but the market calmed down and although prices are not rising rapidly, today, they
are not on the downgrade . Demand is increasing in Europe jud ging from dealers' ads . One
" Hot " item at the moment is the 1963 Scott no. 428, issued to commemorate several events

,and organizations, including the Red Cross . Mintage was high ; 784,785 sheets were sold at
3fr. each ( about 73¢) . These sheets came to the States in bales and were sold at $1 .00 each
Now dealers in Europe want them back and will pay $1.65. This is a Red Cross to pical and is;
always in good demand ; make certain you own this one .
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SWISS POSTAL ADMINISTRATION HASNEWPRINTING PLANT INBERN

After half a century at the old Mint, the Swiss Postal Administration has moved its

security stamp printing operations to an ultra-modern facility on the outskirts of Fern.
Until the turn of the century, Swiss stamps had been produced by Swiss and German printers
under contract.

The new building includes a new computerized system for telegraph, telephone, and
accounting procedures, and the very latest in equipment for printing stamps and postal
stationery. Since production could not be interrupted, operations continued at the Mint on
one of the WIFAG presses, while the other was being dismantled, sent across the city, and
re-assembled at the new plant . Only when the latter was ready for business was the one at
the Mint allowed to stop production . In addition, a third press, able to print in twocolors

was installed.
Even the storage vault is of the jet age . The steel shelves are on wheels, controlled

by electric motors . When clerks desire to reach a specific shelf, the others roll together
creating aisle space, by simply pressing a button. This' not only saves space, but makesfor

complete security, for they are all locked together when not in use, making it impossible
to reach any of them.

While the new plant is primarily intended for intaglio work, it can also turnout typo-

graphical printing, for postal stationery.
First day covers are processed mechanically, so that they may all be done on the date

of the cancellation . Clerks affix the new stamps to the officially engraved and printed
covers just as soon as they are completed, until the proper day, when special presses
affix the cancellation speedily and accurately, all within 24 hours of the 1st day of issue+



WE ARE PRESENTING FOR YOUR INSPECTION, INTEREST, AND PLEASURE THE CURRENT AND SOON TO BE
RELEASED STAMP ISSUES CF THE PRINCIPALITY OF LIECHTENSTEIN, AND TRUST THAT SOME OF THESE
ISSUES MIGHT STRIKE YOUR COLLECTOR'S YEN.



HERE ARE SOME MORE ISSUES OFLIECHTENSTEIN
OF THE YEARS 1967 THROUGH 1969, WHICH
MAY BE OF INTEREST TO YOU . JUST AS WITH
SWISS ISSUES, YOU VAN ORDER THESE AT

10% OVER FACE VALUE .  MINKUS AUSTRIA,

LIECHTENSTEIN, AND SWITZERLAND CATALOG
IS AVAILABLE TO THE MEMBERSHIP AT THE
PRICE OF $1 .00.

The chated Devil

In the district above Sax and Gams rises a vertical
wall of rock . In the middle of the wall is a hole and
over the origin of this cavity the legend tells:
A farmer pledged his soul to the Devil if he would
reap and gather the whole of the Schaaner Marsh in
one day. But the work had to be completed before
the evening bell tolled otherwise the bargain would
be void . The Devil set to work and was already bind-
ing the last load when all at once and quite unex-
pectedly the evening bell tolled out from the Ben-
dern church tower . In a great temper over the labo-
rious, almost completed and yet futile work, and
bitterly angry that the farmer's poor christian soul
had escaped him, the Devil siezed a tree from the
meadow and flung it with such force that it flew like
a mighty arrow across the breadth of the valley, over
the Rhine, where it struck in the rock face on the
other side the hole which from that time onwards
has been called the Devil's hole.

Der geprellte Teufel



Scott Catalog : #J1-9; Types D1-2
Issued : 1878-1880
Process : Typographed
Paper : Control mark, cross in oval,

not a true Watermark.
Perf:11½
Designer : Durussel
Printer : Stampfli & Co ., Bern
Purpose: Postage due

Description : Numeral of value set
in a ring of 22 stars, for the 22 can-
tons ; lc has the value set over a sun-
burst, the others, 2c, 3c, 6c, 10e, 20c,
50, 100c, 500c, have a plain back-
ground .

POSTAGE DUES

Postage due stamps were used in
Switzerland from July 1, 1878 until
March 29, 1956 ; for about two years
prior to 1956 the Swiss post office
carried )n experiments to dispense
with postage due stamps by using
ordinary postage stamps, and it was
found to be a satisfactory arrange-
ment, hence no further postage due
stamps after 1956 were issued. The
postage stamps used for the postage
due are cancelled with a large "T
meaning "Taxe" in French, — used
internationally as a sign of postage
due . As in most European countries,
double the amount of the deficient
postage is collected on delivery.

The issues from 1878 thru 1908 are
a specialists paradise, and since they
were printed many times, there are
many shades and two types.

In Type I none of the winged wheels
in the four corners touches the frame
line ; in Type II, one of the wheels, in
the upper right-hand corner (or, in

printings with inverted frame, in the
lower left-hand corner), has a white
wedge, by which the frame line is
broken.

Scott Catalog : #J10-14 ; Type D2
Issued : 1882-1883
Paper : Granite, control mark, cross

in oval.
Description : Same as previous de-

sign . Denominations : 10e, 20e, 60c,
100e, 500e .

* * * * .

Scott Catalog : #J15-20; Type D2
Issued : 1883-1884
Paper : Granite, control mark, cross

in oval.
Description : Same as previous de-

sign but color has been changed to
a blue green and numerals are in red.
Denominations .6c, 10e, 20e, 50e, 100e,
500e.

Scott Catalog : #J21-28; Type D2
Issued : 1884-1892
Paper: Granite, control mark, cross

in oval.
Description : Same as previous de-

sign but color has been changed to
olive green and numerals in red . De-
nominations : le, 3c, 6c, 10c, 20c, 60c,
100c, 5 00c.

Scutt Catalog : #J29-34; Type D2
Issued : 1908-09
Valid to:
I'recess : Typographed
Paper : Granite, watermarked large

cross.
Perf : 11½

Designer Durussel
Printer : The Mint
Purpose: Postage due
Description : Numeral of value set

in a ring of 22 stars, for the 22 can-
tons. Denominations : 1 c, 5c, 10c,20c,
50c, 100e.

Switzerland
A Study of the Postage Due Stamps

Design of 1878-1909
We know that Great Britain issued the first adhesive stamp in 1840 but not
many general collectors know when the postage due stamps were put into
use . The answer? 1914.

Not too many of us know that the Dutch Indies had a postage due
label in 1845, yet the first regular postage stamp was not issued until 1864,
and a regular due stamp in 1874 . To my recollection France was the first
country to issue due stamps, in 1859 . Switzerland issued its first postage due
stamp in 1878 and was the 11th nation to use them . The following table
may be of interest showing the years of issuance of postage due stamps :

France 1859
Bavaria 1882
Dutch Indies Label 1845, stamps 1864
Italy 1864
Turkey 1864
Belgium 1870
Netherlands 1870
Sweden 1874
Peru 1874
Greece 1875
Switzerland 1878
U .S .A . 1879, etc.

First we know the printing equipment in the 19th century
was somewhat in its infancy, as well as the manufacture of the paper, and
certain ingredients used for the colors, while the manpower was certainly
different than the ultra modern machines of today. The work in those days
was slow and hard and it is very surprising to see so many splendidly printed
stamps issued by different countries of that time.

As we will find later on, Switzerland did have her share of trouble
in the printing of the postage due stamps, not only because of the compli-
cations of the different printings (34 to be exact in a span of 31 years from

1878 to 1909), but because of the printing equipment used at that time,
which got better later on.

Another difficulty is to pick the different types from a dealer's small
stock ; there are not enough varieties to choose from, and to my thinking,
this is the main trouble in collecting the postage due stamps of Switzerland.

As early as 1850 the Swiss Postal Authorities sent out circulars and
notices to the different post offices, notifying them that all mail, especially
letters, must have affixed by the sender a regularly issued postage stamp;
this arrangement was very slow in being accepted by the public in general.
In fact, it was resented by some as an insult to the recipient of the letter,
suggesting that by affixing stamps and pre-paying the postage, one con-
sidered the recipient of the letter unable to pay for the letter on receipt.

Still, a large number of letters were sent without postage stamps, as

ordered ; they were just dropped in the mailbox.
As early as 1863 the Postal Authorities were toying with the idea of

printing STRAFMARKEN (penalty stamps) which we today call postage due
stamps . Eventually, in April 1878, a decree was passed to print a set of eight
different values of stamps for this purpose, with strict provision that these
stamps COULD NOT BE SOLD to the public, and that these stamps must
only be affixed to the letter or parcel with insufficient postage by a postal
employee, the amount to be collected from the recipient.

With this decision we also come to the end of the stampless cover
period in Switzerland . Naturally all official communications and Military

Mail and parcels up to 2 kg . from and to the Military units were excepted

from postage due ; and still are today.
The Postal Authorities ordered the set of eight different stamps in

the following values :— 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50, 100 and 500 cts, and on 9 September

1878 a 3 cts was added to the set, but was not used until 31 January 1880.

Postage Dues continued

	

Watermarks
Frames, Papers, Printings, and Die Blocks
will be presented.

As these stamps were originally designed for postage due there was a
special resolution passed on 16 December 1878, that the 500 cts, stamp could
also be used for the franking of large and heavy parcels . BUT, the stamps
still had to be affixed by the Postmaster or an employee of the post office.
In the early part of 1884 the 500 cts stamp was temporarily withdrawn from
sale ; then on 10 December 1884 it was again used on parcels until 15 July
1893 when this 500 cts due stamp was definitely taken out of circulation.

The printer of the postage due stamps was Stampfli & Co ., Bern, from
1878 to 1906, and from the later part of 1906 the Federal Mint in Bern took
over the work.

The designer and engraver was Durussel also of Bern and the printing
of the stamps was by the typograph process.

The stamps were without the usual word HELVETIA. The idea was
to get a clear stamp where the value figure would show up very sharp with
several systematic lines for the frame work, with a round band within the

frame. In this band are 22 white stars, representing the twenty-two Cantons

of the Federation . In the empty field between the outer circle line and the

frame corners a winged wheel was enclosed . The value of the individual stamp

1 shows only a plain figure without monetary letters.

THE DIE
The original die used for the first printing in 1878 was the 1 cts

(Centimes in French, Centesimi in Italian, Rappen or Cantim in German, the
three languages used in Switzerland) From the center of the inner circle out
there were 80 rays or lines of different length to the star band, with a plain
figure "1" which was added by a special printing process after the stamp
was printed.

As the rays in the center of the stamp caused too much trouble, such
as being a solid color in the center, or sometimes running or reaching into
the frame work so that the value figure did not show up clear enough, the
Postal Authorities decided to remove these rays in the center by grinding
these lines out making the center area an open blank. The short lines crossing
the inner circle line are the remnants left from the longer ray lines after
the grinding.

This procedure was very satisfactory and all dies on hand were re-
paired in the same manner before printing the other values so that only the
1 cts has the rays in the background.

It took the printing office three different printings to complete the
first order . The 1st printing consisted of the 1 cts only . The most urgently
needed values were the 5, 10 and 50 cts which required all of the 2nd
and part of the 3rd printing . The 2, 3, 20, 100 and 500 cts, stamps were also
printed in the 3rd printing.

This completed the first order and the Postal Authorities accepted
the following postage due stamps from Stampfli & Co :

1 cts . 1 .362,675 copies

	

20 cts. 1,915,350 copies
2 cis . 1,548,850 copies

	

50 cts. 1 .541,225 copies
3 cis . 392,650 copies

	

100 cts. 1,785,825 copies
5 cis . 1,550,550 copies

	

500 cts. 576.225 copies
10 cts. 1,918,050 copies

a total of 12 .541,400 copies at 6,143,848 .25 Swiss franks . It is very interesting
to note in this printing we find 1,548,850 copies of the 2 cts which were
never reprinted in this design .



WATERMARKS
Here is where we come to the complicated aspect of collecting Swiss

postage due stamps . From the 1st to the 8th printing inclusive, from 1878
to 1881, white paper with impressed control mark — Type 1 — broad form,
was used . From the 8th printing in 1882 to the 19th printing in 1893, granite
paper was used . still with the control mark Type 1 . But, from the 20th
printing, 1894, to the 31st printing, 1906, granite paper was used with con-
trol mark — Type 2 — narrow form . When the Federal Mint took over at
the 32nd printing and thru the 34th printing they used Type 2 control mark
granite paper In 1910 with the issue of . the new design of postage due stamps,
granite paper was used but with large Swiss cross watermark — Type 3.
FRAMES

Now that the control mark has been taken care of we must start with
a more difficult point — the frame types in this issue . The greatest difficulty
is in the separation of these types, mostly because of the heavy cancellations
on them. Unfortunately no average collector can afford to buy this group
mint . the prices are extremely high so we work with used stamps .

Both frames — Type 1 and Type 2 — exist with normal and inverted
frame which can be found in the systematic frame work . Actually, there are
six points we could study but in this article we will use only two points,
which are the simplest ones . In ordinary circumstances there is one side,
bottom or top, of the stamp free of a heavy cancellation and with this in mind
we will now separate the frame types.

Frame Type 1 — normal:
I . The white space between the inner straight line at the top and the

first half circle line is 0 .35 wide, while the bottom at the exact spot reversed
from the top, the space is 0 .45 wide.

2 . Due to off-centering of the compass while drawing the circle, the
space at the left side between the inner straight line and the complete
circle is 0 .2 wide, while the right side is 0 .3.

Then another point which could be used if the stamp is heavily can-
celled is that all four winged wheels are floating.

Frame Type 1 — inverted frame.
There is only one simple explanation for this . All above mentioned

points are reversed . That is — the 0 .45 is now at the top and the 0 .35 at
the bottom. The right side is now 0.2 and the space at the left is now 0 .3.

Frame Type 2 — Normal.
In this type there is only one point which we will find, in other words

the easiest and the most reliable.
1. The frame work is the same as in Type 1 .
2. The winged wheel at the top right triangle has a white bridge to-

ward the outer half circle and the left wheel is floating.

Frame Type 2, inverted.
1 . The winged wheel with the bridge is now at the bottom left and

the wheel at the right is floating.
2 We also have to remember the top is again 0 .45 and the bottom

0 .35, right side is 0 .2 and left 0 .3.
The perplexing situation is that we find Types 1 and 2 normal and

inverted frames in the same printings . Therefore, one must be watchful and
never take anything for granted ; one never knows what we may find or run
into .

As the frame types have been taken care of for the time being, we
will go back to the paper again.
PAPERS

As has already been stated there were two different papers used for
these stamps supplied by the Paper Manufacturing Co . on der Sihl . The
white paper was for the printing of 200 stamps on one operation . In 1881
for the 9th printing the paper mill supplied the printing office with granite
paper, the sheets now being 492 x 558 mm, which permitted the printing of
400 stamps in two operations . Both papers thus far were with the impressed
control mark Type I, broad form .

sheets the printers printed 400 stamps on a sheet . Between the half sheets
we find a 30 mm wide space or gutter, horizontally . We also find that the
two half sheets were in a tete-beche position with interspace between . But,
as these sheets were cut up into four sheets of 100 stamps each, there is no
possible way to find these tete-beche.

During the 27th printing in 1902 one half of the die block broke but
the printing continued in the following manner :— the top upper left quarter
of the large sheet was printed in the first operation ; then the sheet was
turned around by 180 deg . and the lower corner printed ; for the third
operation the whole sheet was taken out, COMPLETELY TURNED OVER
and the top upper left corner printed ; then turned around again by the 180
deg . to finish the fourth operation, the lower right corner . This gives us an
odd peculiarity in the large sheet — we find that on each side there were
only the upper left and the lower right corners printed . Naturally after the
sheet was cut up everything was normal again . In the 7th printing when the
die block broke the broken half die was replaced by a new half die from
the reserve stock.
DIE BLOCKS FOR NUMERALS

The die blocks for the numerals of value, 1 to 500, were made in the
same manner, with the exception that each value figure was in a separate
die block, which never had to be changed until the desired number of a
particular value was completed . As the ratio between the printing of the
stamps and the applying of numerals was 9 to 1, the wear and tear was not so
great that the numeral dies ever had to be repaired . But it stands to reason

that the 	value figure gradually flattened out andgot wider.

PRINTINGS
The first printing started in the middle of June 1878 and the 31st

printing finished on 31 May 1906, when the Swiss Postal Authorities cancelled
all private printing contracts . At that time they were using Stampfli and Co.
for the postage due stamps ; Rosch & Schatzmann for the post cards, and
Max Girardet for the postage stamps, all having their business establish-
ments in Bern . All necessary printing for the Post Office Department was
then turned over to the Federal Mint in Bern.

Stampfli and Co . printed a total of 105,520,000 postage due stamps of
which 103,726,575 were accepted by the Postal Authorities ; the Federal Mint
printed in the 32nd to 34th printings 9,628,000 stamps and 9,489,725 were
accepted . That means there was a loss of 1 .68% of the printed postage
due stamps in a span of 31 years.
DIE BLOCKS

200 individual stamp dies, transferred from a master Matrix were set
up on a die block, which was then clamped together with a heavy solid steel
frame and the printing was done in one operation.

When the larger sheet of paper was used in 1881, the printing needed
two operations — first one half was printed, then the sheet had to be turned
around 180 deg . and the other half was printed. With the use of the larger
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