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Helvetia Calendar

Sept . 17 -- Helvetia Society monthly meeting, Fair Lawn Arts Cen-
ter, 12-56 River Road, Fair Lawn, N .J ., 8 p .m.

Programs

	

William Martin, report on INTERNABA
Sept .

	

-- Bid deadline for Helvetia Mail Auction No . 21

Helvetia-SASS Merger Proposal Coming

By mid-September all members of Helvetia and the Swiss
American Stamp Society (SASS) will receive a special mailing contain-
ing proposed steps for a merger, recommended by-laws for the "Ameri-
can Helvetia Philatelic Society" that will result from a merger, and
letters from Helvetia President Edward Hochuli and SASS President Jan
Donker urging a yes vote.

Also in the mailing will be detailed instructions on how
Helvetia members can use the SASS sales circuits and SASS members
can use the Helvetia monthly mail auctions during the rest of 1974.
This distribution replaces an earlier plan to include the auction and
sales circuit information in SASS's Helvetia Herald for July-August
and mail the Herald to members of both groups . The auction and sales
circuit will automatically be available to all members of a merged
society, beginning in January.

Final wording of the merger proposal and articles in the
by-laws have been worked out during the summer by a committee com-
prising Jan Donker ; Bob Clarke, SASS secretary and editor ; Harlan
Stone, Helvetia editor ; and Bob Ross, Helvetia advertising manager.
Bob Ross, a member of both societies, has organized the merger move
by drafting the merger proposal and by-laws and circulating revi-
sions among the committee members.

New Members Bring Total to 208

738 James D. Robinson, 241 Erie Road, Columbus, Ohio 43214
739 Robert Teichman, 1100 Brantin Road, Wilmington, Del . 19803
740 Mrs . Alice Lenart, 222 Edgewater Drive, East Falmouth, Mass . 02536
741 Edgar Strub, 113 Pondfield Road, Bronxville, N .Y . 10708
742 Michael Kahn, 5 Joseph St ., Spring Valley, N .Y . 1 0977
743 C . Albert Altwegg, Jr ., 1300 Southwood, Arlington, Texas 76013
744 Sergio Gracia'a, 295 N .W . 72nd Ave ., Apt . 204, Miami, Fla . 33126
745 G . Tittle, 3833 Treeline Drive, Dallas, Texas 75224
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746 William Disotell, 6659 Applewood Blvd ., Youngstown, Ohio 44512
747 Gerald P . Lerner, 2905 Dartmouth Road, Alexandria, Va . 22314
748 Raymond L . Slater, 870 Field Club Road, Pittsburgh, Pa . 15238
749 Charles E . Worthen, Jr ., 36 Dale Allen Drive, Belleville, Ill.

62223
750 Herman P . Ruedi, 385 Pennsylvania Ave ., Mineola, N .Y . 11501
751 Gregory D . Sturm, 4227 Sheppard Drive, Las Vegas, Nev . 89121
752 Brian J . Scully, 14487 St . Germain Drive, Centreville, Va . 22020
753 John E . Pichione, Simplon 13, 1094 Paudex, Switzerland

New Addresses

563 Fernando P . Cervantes, c/o Avianca Airlines, 5425 N .W . 36th St .,
Miami Springs, Fla . 33166

597 Gerald W . Jones, 1675 Parkcrest Circle, Apt . 101, Reston, Va.
22090

685 Dale R. Eggen, P .O . Box 135, Moorestown, N .J . 08057

New Swiss Definitive,
Publicity Stamps Due

On Sept . 19 the
Swiss Postal Administration
will issue seven stamps,
four definitives continuing
the "architecture and hand-
icraft arts" series started
in 1973, and three commem-
oratives to mark significant
events . On the definitives
are the Rose Window in Lau-
sanne Cathedral (1 fr .), Ro-
manesque column's capital
with eagle in the church of
St . Jean-Baptiste in Grand-
son (1 .20 fr .), pelican me-
dallion on ceiling of St . George Monastery in Stein-on-Rhine (1 .50
fr.), and bay window of the "Zum Buchasbaum," an old house in
Schaffhausen (2 fr .) . The publicity stamps are for the 100th anni-
versary of the Swiss Federal Constitution adopted April 19, 1874
(15c .), Foundation to Aid Swiss Sports (30c .), and 125th anniversary
of the Swiss Federal Posts, which became effective Jan . 1, 1849(30c).

Helvetia Obtains New Publisher

Starting with this issue of the Helvetia Alphorn, Henry
Gitner, the society's auction manager, will also serve as publisher.
He will use a high school's offset press and mail all copies as well
as print them . It is anticipated that this new arrangement will e-
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liminate the repeated delays in printing and mailing that occurred
when the Alphorn was published in Illinois earlier this year.

The weight of available paper has restricted this issue
to five sheets (10 pages) in order to stay within a one ounce (10-
cent) limit . A lighter paper will be used in October to increase
the next issue to six sheets (12 pages).

New Helvetia Medals Arrive

New Helvetia medals have arrived from Switzerland for use
as Swiss exhibit awards throughout the U .S . The society will make
available one award at any exhibition with at least three Swiss ex-
hibits, two awards for five exhibits, and three awards for seven or
more exhibits . Each medal features William Tell and his son on a
medallion suspended from a red ribbon with a white cross . The dis-
tinctive awards, totaling 12 sets of gold, silver and bronze medals,
were purchased for the society by Vice President Werner Vogel . Any
member who knows of an exhibition that qualifies for one or more
medals can inform the editor of the Alphorn.

Members who want to exhibit at NOJEX in New Jersey on Oct.
25-27 can obtain entry forms from Helvetia Secretary Gerald Diamond,
1 Mt . Vernon Road, Upper Montclair, N .J . 07043 . This will be the
first exhibition where the medals will be used . The deadline for en-
tries is Sept . 20.

Two Helvetia Juniors Among Exhibition Winners

Helvetia's two veteran junior exhibitors were successful
at INJ-UN-PEX, the first international all-junior exhibition, held
in New York July 5-7 . Michael Naughton of Illinois, who served as the
show's finance chairman, won a gold medal in the 16-18 age group for
a display of William Tell Boy material . Tim Wait, also of Illinois,
captured a silver medal in the 13-15 age group for an exhibit of
Swiss pioneer airmail stamps . (He also won a gold medal for Belgium
airmail stamps .)

William Weitzmann, Helvetia member in Pennsylvania, won
first place in the senior division of POMEX, the Pocono Mountain
Philatelic Society exhibition in Stroudsburg, Pa ., May 25-27, for a
display entitled "Switzerland ."

Jura To Become 23rd Swiss Canton

In June residents of the Jura area of Switzerland along
the northern border with France voted to leave the predominantly
German-speaking canton of Bern and become the country's 23rd canton
and sixth with a French majority . A series of further votes over at
least the next five years will determine the exact boundaries and
population . Jura's capital will be Delemont.

The region was an independent Vatican principality ruled
by Roman Catholic bishops from 999 until the French Revolution in
1789, when Napoleon annexed it . At the end of the Napoleonic Empire,
the Congress of Vienna awarded the area to Bern in 1815 . The language
difference has been one of the chief causes of tension ever since.
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Supplement to Information
On Swiss National Fete Day Cards

By Felix Ganz
(Continued from June Issue)

Year Number Picture

	

Artist

	

Total

	

Special Aug . 1
Issued

	

Cancel Exists

1944

1944

1945

1945

1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

1951

1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

12 (97)

13 (98)

14 (99)

15 (100)

16 (101)

17 (102)

18 (103)

19 (104)

20 (105)

21(106)

22 (107)

23 (108)

24 (109)

25 (110)

26(111)

27 (112)

28 (113)

M . Disteli

M. Merian

F . Hodler

Giacometti

P . Chiesa

E. Hodel

C . Giron

R. Koller

E. Burnand

C' . Amiet

Albert Anker

E. Hodler

R . Koller

E . Burnand

Albert Anker

H . A . Sigg

R . Koller

160,000 for
9-13 may be
total cards
or sets . No
breakdown
available.

260,000
for 99&100

ditto

200,000

200,000

198,000

200,000

175,000

145,000

160,000

145,000

120,000

Total Sold

150,069

158,936

131,108

141,000

Battle of St.
Jakob in 1444

ditto

Mother and
child

Family in
garden

The Emigrants

Children with
lanterns

Lake Lucerne

St . Gotthard
coach

Farmer &'oxen

Mother and
children

Lull in battle
of Kappel

Farmer in field

Boy on stallion

Ascent of
Alp herds

Spinning scene

The Good
Samaritan

Noon in the
fields

Yes: Zurich
(Auto 1) for 9-
13 . Also exist
with commemora-
tive cancel 8-
26-44 St . Jakob
an der Birs

Yes : Zurich
(Auto 3)

ditto

Zurich (Auto 3)

Zurich (Auto 2)

Zurich (Auto 3)

Zurich (Auto 2)

Bern (Auto 2)
Zurich (Auto 3)

Bern (Auto 2)
Zurich (Auto 3)

Bern (Auto 2)
Zurich (Auto 3)

Zurich (Auto 3)

Bern (Auto 2)
Zurich (Auto 3)

Zurich (Auto 2)

Bern (Auto 3)
Zurich (Auto 2)

Bern (Auto 2)
Zurich (Auto 3)

Bern (Auto 2)
Zurich (Auto 3)
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1959

1960

29 (114)

30 (115)

127,132

103,352

Lake Thun & Alps

Tell's daring
jump

F . Holder

E . Stuckel-
berg

Bern (Auto 2)
Zurich (Auto 3)

Bern (Auto 2)
Zurich (Auto 3)

This last Zurich cancellation exists with the wrong date
of 1.XIII.60, (instead of 1.VIII.60), making it worth $3 more.

It may be seen that there was a steady decrease in demand
for the cards, and when predictions showed that the sale would be
less than 100,000 cards, the issue was abandoned . From 1955 to 1960
the actual numbers sold are known . Prior to that the numbers given
are printing orders, which means that fewer cards actually survive.

The money realized from the sale of the cards went to the
same good cause that the stamps went for, and the cause is inscribed
on the card(s) each year : in 1938 for the Swiss abroad, in 1939 for
needy mothers, in 1940 for the Swiss soldiers, in 1941 no cause in-
dicated, in 1942 for the National Fund and samaritan organizations,
and so on, until 1958, 1959 and 1960, when no beneficiary was shown.

The End

News Briefs

New member John Pichione, an American citizen living in
Switzerland, would like to trade new Swiss stamp issues and first
day covers for issues of the former Helvetia Bulletin (1938-1957).
Interested members can write him at Simplon 13, 1094 Paudex, Switzer-
land .

The Postal History Workshop, containing a display of hand-
carved objects related to Swiss postal history, has been opened by
William Blum, a woodcarver, on Main Street (Route 7) in Kent, Conn.
Among the featured items are

	

exact replicas of 13 early Swiss
postal messengers, including the four that appear on the recently-
issued INTERNABA souvenir sheet . The display also includes models of
Swiss stage coaches and tasseled posthorns . The carvings are part of
a larger postal history exhibit including letters that span five cen-
turies . Accompanying memorabilia in the form of songs, poems and
operas show the literary and musical romance of postal services . Ad-
mission to the workshop is free . There are no items for sale.

Helvetia will have a one-frame (16-page) educational
display at New Jersey Stamp and Coin Expo 74 in Somerville, N .J ., Sept.
28-29 . Included will be a sampling of Swiss stamps, a copy of the
Alphorn and membership information.

From a recent issue of Orben's Current Comedy, Postal rates
are getting ridiculous . This morning I sent a package and the clerk
asked me if it had anything valuable . I said, "Only the stamps :"

And this item : We have a lot to be grateful for here in
America. At least we don't have to worry about getting bombs in the
mail . It'd cost too much for postage.
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Closing Date 9/30/74

	

Helvetia Auction #21

	

Closing Date 9/30/74

Hello!

I hope all of you had a really enjoyable summer . I spent three weeks in
New England (particularly in Vermont-it's nice there!) and had a great time.

I also want to welcome members of the Swiss-American Stamp Society to
these auctions . If you have any questions about any rules and regulations of
the auction, would like to know more about any lot, or just want to say
'hello", please write. (SASE appreciated .)

I might add that this will be the last auction that includes values
from the outdated 1971 Specialized Zumstein . The new volume should arrive
any day now, and all indications are that prices will advance sharply from
the old catalogue .
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