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Helvetia Calendar

May 21 --- Helvetia Society monthly meeting, Fair Lawn Arts Center,
12-56 River Road, Fair Lawn, N .J ., 8 p .m.

June 12 -- Bid deadline for Helvetia Mail Auction No . 19

HelvetiaandSASSOfficersAgreetoSeekMerger

Officers of both the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Amer-
ica and the Swiss American Stamp Society have agreed that a merger
of the two national groups would provide members with greatly
improved services and more effectively promote Swiss philately . They

are continuing to discuss details in order to prepare a specific
merger proposal for members of both groups to vote on later this
year .

An analysis of the memberships by Robert C . Ross, who be-
longs to both organizations, shows that as of April there were 153
Helvetia members in 25 states, the District of Columbia and three
foreign countries ; 133 SASS members in 28 states and six foreign
countries ; and 39 members in both groups . A combined society would
have 247 members.

Helvetia members with opinions on the proposed merger
with SASS are asked to write the Alphorn editor (address above) so
that their views can become part of the decision making process.

New Helvetia Award Ordered from Switzerland

Helvetia is proceeding with year-old plans to order a
quantity of medals from a Swiss firm, on the basis of high member-
ship renewals for 1974 and a healthy treasury capable of supporting
the expense . A society committee has selected a medallion showing
William Tell and his son, suspended on a red ribbon with a white
Swiss cross, attached to two blank bars, one to be inscribed "Hel-
vetia Award," the second with the name and date of the exhibition
involved . About a dozen sets of gold, silver and bronze awards are
expected to be on hand before next October's NOJEX exhibition.
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New Members

383 John Gayer, 424 N . Midland Ave ., Saddle Brook, N .J . 07662
425 Rev . Albert S . Adams, 31 Scarborough Way, Vincentown, N .J . 08088
702 Herbert G . Hargraves, 8800 Eton, Space 3, Canoga Park, Calif,

91304
703 Gordon T . Trotter, 10626 Fable Row, Columbia, Md . 21044

New Addresses

597 Gerald W . Jones, 5904-K Kingsford Road, Springfield, Va . 22152
654 Maj . Donald L . McDaniel, P .O . Box 317, Altus, Okla . 7352 1

New Pro Patria Stamps Announced

This year's semi-postal stamps in the annual Pro Patria
series will again feature archeological treasures . A series of four
stamps, to be released on May
30, will show a glass bowl
from the Roman period on the
15+5 centime denomination, a
bronze bull's head from the
Roman period on the 30+10, a
decorated gold brooch from
the early medieval period on
the 40+20, and a hollow clay
bird figure from the bronze
age on the 60+20.

Switzerland will
also issue an 80 centime of-
ficial stamp on May 30 show-
ing the new International La-
bor Organization building in
Geneva . This stamp will be a-
vailable for use only on mail
sent by ILO personnel in Geneva.

Revised Postmark Handbook Available

Helvetia member Matthew C . Brogan, transferred by his
employer to Switzerland for a year, has offered to obtain copies of the

recently revised handbook on Swiss postmarks from 1843 to 1882 by
Andres and Emmenegger for other members . He anticipates receiving a
price discount if he places orders for all interested members at the
same time . The exact amount of discount will depend on the size of
the total order . He estimates that the publication plus postage to
the U .S . will cost about $12 for part one (three volumes), $8 for
part two (two volumes) and $20 for part three (four volumes), for a
total of about $40 . All Helvetia members who want all or some of the
volumes are asked to place their orders with the editor of the Alp-
horn (address on page one) by June 15 for forwarding to Matt . He will
then determine the exact costs and inform the members.

Basel Dove Inventory Shows Few Multiples

Out of 50,000 printed copies of the Basel Dove cantonal
stamp of 1845, only two blocks still exist, Ernest A . Kehr reported
during the Helvetia program at the Collectors Club of New York on May
1 . The larger, a mint block of 15 (3x5) is in the Swiss PTT museum
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collection . The second is a mint block of four . In addition, there
are 15 known pairs on and off cover, he said . More than 100 Basel
Doves will be in a
special display at
INTERNABA in Basel
next month . The
rea-sons for the high
price of Basel Doves,
Ernie added, is be-
cause every Swiss
collectors wants one.
The dove is so popu-
lar that it is repro-
duced in many product
advertisements, in-
cluding on the label
of a kirsch bottle
that he showed.

Others who
spoke during the Hel-
vetia program were
Harlan Stone, Sitting
Helvetia perforated
stamps, Rev . Albert
Adams, tete-beche and
se-tenant stamps, and
Robert Ross, military
internment camp mail.

The illus-
tration of the block
of 15 Basel Doves, on
one of a series of
postcards printed by
the Swiss PTT, does
not include the three
sheet margins at the
top, right side and
bottom.

News Briefs

The April issue of the Alphorn was delayed for two
reasons. First, it took one week for a special delivery letter contain-
ing the monthly mail auction to go from the auction manager in New
York to the editor in New Jersey . Second, the publisher in Illinois
delayed printing and mailing copies for about two weeks because of
family illness . Hopefully, this May issue will arrive on time . Note
that the auction manager will extend the June 12 bid deadline if
your copy is late.

Jean Etienne Liotard, a Swiss artist, painted "La Belle
Liseuse" (The Lovely Reader) in 1746 . This is one of the 10 works of
art showing letters that the U .S . has selected as the subjects of
its series of stamps appearing on June 6 in commemoration of the cen-
tennial of the Universal Postal Union.

Recent Helvetia exhibition winners include Tim Wait of
Illinois, bronze for Swiss semi-official stamps for pioneer flights



at Filatelic Fiesta in California in February ; and Harlan Stone of
New Jersey, reserve grand for early Swiss postal history covers at
SOJEX in New Jersey in April.

Everything You've Ever Wanted to Know
About Wild Mushrooms But Were Too Bullied ToAsk

By Ronald D. Lowden, Jr.
(Helvetia # 417)

Continued from April issue

What few types and purposes that can be discerned for the
80-odd embossed and handstamped examples known by this writer are
duplicated among those to be found within the later adhesive group.
Until someone has both the will and the means to study first hand
the session, court, council, city, canton and national records of
the times, the proper full scope and details of type and use will
likely remain unknown.

In addition to an awareness of 19th century Swiss social
and political history, a better than cursory acquaintance with the
older currencies then prevalent in Switzerland will benefit the
Swiss preadhesive revenue collector . Difficulty cannot fail to
exist from the many, today strange coinages encountered in their study.
Frequently to be seen are rappen, batz (bz ., baz ., btz ., batzen --
which are portrayed on the 1962 Pro Patria coin set's 30c . and 50c.
values), and to a lesser degree various differently based centimes,
sols, kreutzers, etc . Prior to the inauguration of the Swiss Federal
Constitution, each canton had its own currency system . With the ad-
vent of the Federal Administration at mid-19th century, a uniform
Federal currency was adopted . For further information relative to the
various pre-Federal monetary units, their reckoning, and their rates
of exchange between cantons, the English-speaking reader is referred
to three very useful articles appearing in past issues of the Great
Britain Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter, dated October 1966
(currencies), April 1967 (batz), and April 1968 (currency).

X . Dealers . There are so few dealers in the world who will
eat, let alone touch or for that matter go near, wild mushrooms that
there is little to be said directly about them . And so it is to the
vast remainder that this closing retrospect is addressed.

Your calling is to promote what should be one of the
pleasures in life, the collecting of stamps . In return, you should be en-
titled to make a fair living . Hard-nosedness and one-trackedness have
upon occasion converted some fair livings into grand livings, but ul-
timately at the sacrifice of promoting pleasure, except upon a selec-
tive basis and imbued with sometimes unreasonable, unfounded, unwar-
ranted prejudices.

History is already too riddled with things broken by men
that, until their loss, brought pleasures to other men . Life is too
needful of pleasures to destroy things . Encourage your own ends as
you really must, but have the patience also to encourage rather than
attempt to break what may be the pleasure of others.

Your author's own impatience and intolerance toward
dealers has been admittedly and regretfully deliberate, his usurpation
of time and space here with childish exchange of numerous spitballs
clouding far too many aspects throughout this article . But it was
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manufactured with a purpose . If it caught your eye, then its
purpose has been served. Apologies are called for and are hereby extended

for what does not just appear to be but temporarily has been intended
to be the overly pedantic, pompous and somewhat holier-than-thous na-
ture of this closing and elsewhere . It is just that it was felt it
has needed saying for a very long time.

Four "Hard and Fast" Rules
For Investing in Swiss Stamps

By Edwin L . Chalfant
(Helvetia # 559)

Editor's Note : This article first appeared in the Novem-
ber 1973 issue of The Investing Professional, a monthly magazine.
The author operates Riviera Stamps and has been an advertiser in
the Alphorn.

While there are two main reasons for collecting stamps
	 entertainment and investment, this article will concentrate
on the investment aspect, which has a set of rules all its own . Once

you undertake a hobby such as stamp collecting, and you wish to
do it purely for investment, there are several hard and fast rules you

must go by, completely ignoring "tips," "hunches" and other
specious information, which are characteristics of speculation rather
than investment.

These basic rules are:
1) Material purchased must be scarce and/or desirable

(not "bargains" and low-priced specials, although an occasional bar-
gain may show up, once you are aware of what to look for).

2) Condition must be well above the norm for the item(s).
3) Material purchased must be genuine, and authenticated

in the case of more expen-
sive items (a real problem
among early issues).

4) There must
be a constant market for
whatever you buy.

These basic
rules apply to most all
stamp buying, not just the
stamps of Switzerland.
However, I am partial to
Swiss stamps, and happen
to feel that Swiss stamps
offer better than average
investment opportunities.
If you keep the four basic
rules in mind, your

chances of making a bad in-
vestment are reduced to a
small percentage . In mak-
ing these decisions it is
wise to utilize the ser-
vices and advice of an ex-
perienced and knowledge-
able stamp dealer,

To Be Continued
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Closing Date 6/12/74

	

Helvetia Auction #19

	

Closing Date 6/12/74

Hello!

This is another large auction, with much varied material . I hope
many of you will find something of interest.

This is also one of the last auctions before the new Zumstein
Specialized comes out, (hopefully in mid-June) and prices for most
specialty material is sure to rise greatly.

If by chance you receive your "Alphorn" on or about the closing
date, send your bids in anyway . Chances are that many other members
will have had the same problem .
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