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Helvetia Calendar

Feb . 19 ---- Helvetia Society monthly meeting, Fair Lawn Arts Center,
12-56 River Road, Fair Lawn, N .J ., 8 p .m . Program : Swiss
postal history covers by Harlan F . Stone

Mar . 1	 Helvetia Mail Auction No . 16 bid deadline

Mar . 14-16 - Special Swiss exhibit competition sponsored by Helvetia
Society at BEPEX, Paramus, N .J.

May 1	 Swiss program at Collectors Club of New York

Helvetia to Participate at BEPEX

The Helvetia Philatelic Society, which has been closely as-
sociated with BEPEX for a great part of its 40-year history, is once
again preparing for extensive participation in this annual exhibition
sponsored by the Association of Bergen County, N .J ., Philatelists.

The society will compete in the BEPEX club competition for
the best two-frame exhibit . A minimum of eight Helvetia members must
each contribute two pages to make up the entry . Pages will be
collected from all interested members at the Feb. 19 meeting.

As many as three special Helvetia awards will go to exhibi-
tors of Swiss material, depending on the number of entries . All members
who have shown individual displays at BEPEX in previous years have al-
ready received an entry form . Additional forms are available from the
Alphorn editor.

Two Helvetia members are again serving on this year's BEPEX
committee . They are Werner Vogel, show treasurer, and Ben Wood, in
charge of the program and awards.

New Members

694 William R . Mollet, P .O . Box 132, Redlands, Calif . 9 2 373
695 Gustave W . Fewks, 92 Bord du Lac, Pointe Claire 710, P .Q ., Canada
696 William B . Martin, 2014 Cherrywood Apts . Clementon, N .J . 08021,

officials, pioneer air mail
697 Anthony Trusso, 67 Broad St ., Johnson City, N .Y . 13790
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New Addresses

450 Dr . Alfred Bloch, 17629 Melrose, Southfield, Mich.48075
652 Peter J . Wiedemann, P .O . Box 264, Goderich, Ontario, Canada N7A 3Z2

New Publisher Is Issuing Helvetia Alphorn

The Montessori School of Park Ridge, Ill ., has agreed to
print and mail the monthly Helvetia Alphorn . The school's director,
Mrs . Patricia Sullivan, is the sister of Helvetia member Robert A.
Scheuermann of New York, who paved the way for the new publishing ar-
rangement . Last month's issue was the first printed on the school's
Gestetner color press.

In coming months the Alphorn's editor and publisher will ex-
periment with different weights of paper in order to increase each is-
sue's sheets from five to six or seven . Although it is anticipated
that the printing may "bleed" through thinner paper, it is hoped that
the advantage of more space for philatelic articles will offset this
disadvantage . The thinner paper will allow the society to maintain its
one-ounce-per-issue weight, its eight-cent mailing cost, and its pre-
sent annual dues of $3 for North American residents . Members are invi-
ted to send comments to the editor during the coming months.

News Briefs

Helvetia member Michael Naughton of Illinois is serving as
finance chairman for both the American Philatelic Society Writers
Unit Junior Division and INJUNPEX, the all-Junior international exhi-
bition to be held at the United Nations headquarters and Biltmore
Hotel in New York on July 5 to 7.

The American Revenue Association is in the process of pre-
paring catalogs of the revenue stamps of the world, which will be pub-
lished as a series by Robson Lowe of London . A first draft for Switzer-
land's federal and cantonal revenue stamps has been completed and a
draft is underway for the municipal stamps . The association has re-
quested Helvetia members to review the listings to make additions or
corrections prior to publication . Interested members may write Gerald
M. Abrams, 3840 Lealma Ave ., Claremont, Calif . 91711.

Helvetia member Clifford J . Chapman of Texas won a third
place ribbon for his exhibit of Switzerland's cross and numeral issue
at SOUTHWESTPEX '73 held in San Angelo, Texas, last October.

Tentative Rules for Postal History Exhibits Published

As members of the Postal History Society already know from
their Journal, the Postal History Committee of the International Phil-
atelic Federation (FIP) has promulgated tentative rules for postal
history exhibits, to be approved in final form when the FIP meets at
the international exhibition in Stockholm next fall.

At NAPEX in Washington, D .C ., last fall the Postal History
Society began to judge all postal history exhibits competing for its
awards according to these rules so that its awards will be recognized
internationally. The display of one veteran postal history collector
was disqualified because it contained a mint item . The tentative rules
follows
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Art . 1 - A Postal History Collection is one based on the
study and classification of postal and philatelic items which are di-
rectly relevant to the methods, routing and conditions of despatch of
postal communications of all periods, or to the organization to this
end of postal services, whether governmental, local or private.

Art . 2 - A Postal History Collection should not include:
unused adhesive postage stamps or postal stationery ; technical studies
of adhesive postage stamps or postal stationery ; collections restricted
to a specific adhesive postage stamp or issue of postage stamps where
the main subject matter is the specific adhesive postage stamp and us-
age is considered as a secondary aspect.

Art . 3 - Postage stamps, blocks, miniature sheets and vig-
nettes specified in the F .I .P . lists of harmful issues are not permit-
ted for display . Collections containing such items shall be excluded
from competition.

Art . 4 - All items included in the exhibit should be in good
condition of preservation, with the exception for example of disaster
or disinfected mail . The inclusion of forged, faked or repaired mater-
ial, not described as such, may lead to downgrading or even disquali-
fication .

Art . 5 - Each exhibitor must expressly declare, in writing,
that he is the sole owner of the material included in the entry.

Art . 6 - The organisers of an exhibition shall have the power
to refuse, without appeal, any entry which they consider to be without
sufficient interest, or which is not, in their opinion, in accordance
with the regulations for this class.

Art . 7 - No indication of rarity or price, no certificates
of authenticity shall appear or be included in the exhibit.

Art . 8 --The Postal History class in philatelic exhibitions
shall be judged by specialist judges who will be members of the jury.

Art . 9 - In judging a Postal History class the jury shall be
guided in making its awards by the following criteria.

a) Treatment of the subject - Knowledge of

	

40 points
postal history and research work

b) Importance and rarity of the collection

	

30 points

c) Condition of preservation of the collec-

	

15 points
tion

d) Presentation of the collection

	

15 points

Art . 10 - Medals awarded in this class shall be the same as
for other classes except they should be inscribed "Postal History" or
"PH "
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The Meaning of the Marks

Cover # 1 (illustrated in December, 1973, issue)

From Basel to London, Sept . 10, 1838

Explanation of postal markings (from left toright):

1. Small transit circular date stamp (Sept . 10) applied
at French post office in Huningue (across border north of Basel)

2. Small transit circular date stamp (Sept . 12) of Paris

3. Large arrival circular date stamp (Sept . 14) of London

4. Large dispatch circular date stamp (Sept . 10) of Basel

5. French postal exchange bureau handstamp applied in Hu-
ningue to show 7 A .E .J .F . or affranchi etranger jusqu'a la frontiere
(7 decimes foreign rate paid to frontier)

6. French postal exchange bureau handstamp "5" decimes in-
dicating amount to be collected at destination for refund to Swiss
postal exchange office in Basel . This amount was always 2 decimes less
than the actual rate for the Swiss part of the journey (indicated in
this case as 7 decimes in the previous postal marking) . Although this
reduction may represent a commission to the French postal authorities
for collecting the Swiss postage, the reason is not known for certain.
Information on such handstamped numerals, comes from an article by G .D.
Wilson in the January, 1974, issue of the Great Britain Helvetia So-
ciety News Letter.

7. French
postal exchange bureau
entry mark "Suisse Par
Belfort" applied in
Huningue . From 1832 to
1839, even though Hu-
ningue remained the
point of entry for
Swiss mail from Basel
and Zurich to France,
the entry mark indica-
ted Belfort since the
postal charges were
calculated on the basis
of this route during
this period .

8. Manuscript
"42" decimes (partly
under large Basel post-
mark) indicating total
postage due to be col-
lected at destination
from recipient of let-
ter
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Cover # 2

Send interpretations of postal markings to editor by Feb.
28 for inclusion in March issue.

Main Articles Published in Helvetia Alphorn1969-73
Compiled by Harlan F . Stone

There are only 10 issues of the Helvetia Alphorn per year,
since this publication does not appear in July and August . The present
run began in September, 1969, but issues containing only society news
do not appear on the following list . The former Helvetia Bulletin ap-
peared from 1938 (first issue undated) through January, 1957.

The Collectors Club of New York maintains a complete run of
both the Bulletin and Alphorn in its library . The Helvetia Society al-
so has a full run of the Bulletin in its library at Fair Lawn, N .J.
The only other complete runs of either publication known to exist are
in private hands.

Beginning shortly, the Alphorn expects to publish, in serial
form, an index to the Bulletin, so that members can apply to the so-
ciety's librarian for specific issues on a loan basis . At present
there are no back copies of the Alphorn available.

Volume

Vol . 21, No . 2

Vol . 23, No . 4,
5 and 8

Date

Oct . 1969

Apr ., May
and Oct.
1971

Title

The Helvetia Society:
A Story of Philatelic
Brotherhood

Forgery Detection

Author

Harlan F . Stone

Steve Pomex
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Vol . 23, No . 9

Vol . 23, No . 10

Vol . 24, No . 1

Vol . 24, No . 2

Vol . 24, No . 2
and 3

Vol . 24, No . 5

Vol . 24, No . 6

Vol . 24, No . 7

Vol . 24, No . 8

Vol . 24, No . 8

Vol . 24, No . 9
and 10 ; Vol . 25,
No . 1

Vol . 24, No . 9
and 10

Nov . 1971

Dec . 1971

Jan . 1972

Feb . 1972

Feb . and
Mar . 1972

May 1972

June 1972

Sept . 1972

Oct . 197 2

Oct . 1972

Nov . and
Dec . 197 2 ,
Jan . 1973

Nov. and
Dec . 1972

P . Walter Reimann

Jean J . Winkler,
translated by
Werner Vogel

Harlan F . Stone

Josua Buhler,
translated by
Werner Vogel

Ernest A . Kehr

Felix Ganz

Harlan F . Stone

Robert C . Ross

Harlan F . Stone

Sophie Buser

Maurice Tripat

George W . Caldwell

Anonymous First
Flight Covers

The Payment of Postage
in Cash at the End of
December 1851 in Swit-
zerland, from
Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung
Feb . 1953

Switzerland's Sitting
Helvetia Issues 1862-
1883

Issue of 1854-1862
(Strubel), from "Alt-
schweiz - was nicht
im katalog steht, 1968

Swissair's Silver Ju-
bilee of the "CIPEX
Flight" - Philately's
Most Exciting Inau-
gural to be Marked in
1972

Swiss Machine Cancel-
lations : Insanity?
Overheated Collectors'
Boom? Justification?

Helvetic Republic
Covers 1798-1803

Swiss Military Seals
- A Sampling

Early Swiss Postal
History to 1798

U .P .U . Jubilee Issue
of 1900, reprinted
from May 1952Bulletin

Switzerland's 1919-
1923 Provisional Air-
mail Issues, reprinted
from Aug . and Sept.
1950 Bulletin

Standing Helvetia
1882-1907, reprinted
from Sept . 1953
Bulletin
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Vol . 25, No . 1
and 2

Vol . 25, No . 2,
5, 6, 7 and 8

Vol . 25, No . 3

Vol . 25, No . 4

Vol . 25, No . 5,
6, 7, 8, 9 and
10

Vol . 25, No . 7

Vol . 25, No . 8
and 9

Vol . 25, No . 9

Vol . 25, No . 10

Jan. . and
Feb . 1973

Feb ., May,
June, Sept.
and Oct.
1973

Mar . 1973

Apr . 1973

May, June,
Sept ., Oct.
Nov . and
Dec . 1973

Sept . 1973

Oct . and
Nov . 1973

Nov . 1973

Dec . 1973

Counterfeits of Swit-
zerland's First Air-
mail Stamps, original
publication unknown

National Festival
Cards, updated des-
criptive list from
The Swiss Philatelist
No . 43-44, 1964 (a
continuing series)

A Stamp and Coin Col-
lector Looks at the
Swiss Federal Shoot-
ing Festivals

The First Zeppelin
Round-Trip Over Swit-
zerland (L .Z .4) on
July 1, 1908

Everything You've
Ever Wanted to Know
About Wild Mushrooms
But Were Too Bullied
to Ask, on Swiss
revenue stamps (a
continuing series)

A Regional Museum in
Honor of Pioneers of
Swiss Aviation

International Bureau
of Education Fore-
runners

"Returnable Varieties"
of the Coil Stamp
Zumstein #358R, from
Schweizer Briefmarken
Zeitung, Jan . 197 2

The Meaning of the
Marks, on early post-
marks (a continuing
series)

Franc Ritter

Felix Ganz

Robert A.
Scheuermann

Dr. Max Kron-
stein

Ronald D.
Lowden, Jr.

Dr . Max Kron-
stein

Harlan F . Stone

Translated by
Werner Vogel

Harlan F . Stone

Everything You've Ever Wanted to Know
About Wild Mushrooms But Were Too Bullied To Ask

By Ronald D . Lowden, Jr.
(Helvetia # 417)

Continued from December issue

IX . Embossed and/or Handstamped Preadhesive Revenues
In addition to all the many, many adhesive revenues which

were issued down over the years in Switzerland, there is still another,
most curious, preadhesive group . While these latter items are available
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today in almost non-existent quantity, they are by far more histori-
cally interesting . They occur in the form of completely colorless,
embossed designs, not unlike coats of arms . At other times they

exist as handstamped strikes. At even other times, they appear simul-
taneously, rather, in combination . The handstamped strikes are not
unlike other contemporary postal markings of their particular period.
The earliest datable examples of preadhesives seen by this writer
were used sometime between 1798 and 1803, during the short-lived
imposition by Napoleon Bonaparte of the Helvetic Republic (see illus-

tration) . The latest usage date known at the moment
is 1866 . For proper perspective it should be men-
tioned that the preadhesive period in Switzerland,
insofar as postage stamps are concerned, terminated
as of Jan . 1, 1849, when the newly created Federal
Postal Department took over the administration of
postal service, or as of April 5, 1850, when a
short series of adhesive stamps were first issued.

In all catalogs cited under Section VII
on literature in this article, there exists not so
much as a single word in reference to either the
embossings or the handstamps . The vast majority of
large Swiss revenue collections seen by this writer
have few to no examples of them . Even through con-
siderable correspondence with other collectors in
both the U .S . and abroad, little to no information
could be obtained . Hence, rash as it may be to make
such a statement in today's troublingly overpapered
times, there is presently believed to be nothing
written heretofore concerning or even mentioning
them. (I sincerely hope some reader will contradict
me ; I would like nothing better than to know I am
mistaken on this :)

Beyond this particular point it would be difficult to pro-
ceed with even bashful surmise and conjecture, let alone assured des-
criptions, without having the good fortune of apparent parallels in
preadhesive issues of other countries . Luckily, contemporaries of the
Swiss embossings in fact do exist, both in the U .S . and in Britain,
little known and rarely seen as they may be . Since these latter two
have been previously studied and written up to a modest extent, and
since modus operandi and rate of change betwixt nations was more re-
laxed during the early and middle 19th century, we have an advantage
by reference to such studies, of gaining the minimal but necessary
scope and method perspectives for the Swiss issues.

The reader is here referred to an elaborate, overspecialized
coverage of so-called U .S .A . Embossed Revenue Stamped Paper, found in
E . B . Sterlin's Revenue Catalog of 1888, as well as to a much more up-
to-date and happily simplified discussion by Colin MacR . Makepeace,
found in the latest edition of Scott's Specialized Catalog of United
States Stamps, the latter running seven pages in length .

Helvetic
Republic
1798-1803
3 batzen

handstamped
preadhesive



- 19 -



Closing Date 3/1/74

	

Helvetia Auction # 16

	

Closing Date 3/1/74

Hello!

As you can see, this is one of the largest auctions to date . Almost everyone
should be able to find something of interest.

If you cannot find what you are looking for, let me know what it is . Perhaps
I can find a member who would be willing to place it in a future auction.
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