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PHILATELIC CALENDAR

May 16 -- Helvetia Society monthly meeting, Fair Lawn Arts Center,
12-56 River Road, Fair Lawn, N . J ., 8 p .m . Auction of 203
lots of Swiss and related philatelic material conducted
by Ben Wood . Viewing of lots from 8 to 9 . Auction begins
at 9 . Auction results will be included in June newsletter.
Steve Pomex must receive mail bids at Box 402, Gracie Sta-
tion, New York, N .Y . 10028 by May 15 . Collectors may also
write him for the auction catalog.

May 24 -- SASS New York Chapter monthly meeting, Collectors Club of
New York, 22 E . 35th St ., NYC, 8 p .m . Programs Bundesfeier
(National fete) cards by Harlan Stone . Final meeting until
September.

OFFICETERMS PLACED ON CALENDAR BASIS, DUES INCREASED

In order to insure continued smooth operations in the face
of increasing membership and increased operating costs, the Helvetia
Society voted at its March meeting to place its officers' terms on a
calendar basis and to increase the annual dues from $2 to $3.

As a result, the terms of the present 1971-72 officers
were extended from June to next December, in accordance with a com-
panion vote . At that time one-year elections will be held for the
society's 1973 officers.

At the same time all members will be assessed $3 dues for
1973 . During the July to December changeover period this year, cur-
rent members will pay $1 dues and collectors joining the society
during this six-month period will pay $2.

GANZWINSSOJEXHELVETIA AWARD

Felix Ganz of Chicago won the Helvetia Award for the best
Swiss exhibit at SOJEX in Atlantic City, N .J . on April 14-16 . His
exhibit on "Usages of the Seated Helvetia Issue 1862-1882" also re-
ceived a SOJEX 2nd place trophy . The only other Swiss or Liechten-
stein exhibits were entered by Helvetia's Harlan Stone, who won
third place trophies for both "Sitting Helvetia Issues 1862-1881"
and "Helvetic Republic Covers 1798-1803 ."

Helvetia's Ed Hochuli captured one of the SOJEX first place
awards for his topical exhibit "Man and the Underwater World ." This
also received the American Topical Association's gold medal .
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HELVETIATO PREPARE SLIDEPROGRAM

The Helvetia Society has voted to produce an American
Philatelic Society slide program on Swiss stamps . Harlan Stone has
volunteered to prepare a text to accompany a minimum of 30 slides.

The APS will tape the talk, prepare the slides of mater-
ial submitted by Helvetia, and incorporate the presentation into
its slide program available to all APS chapter clubs.

Helvetia will receive a copy of the tape, a printed text
and a set of slides for its own use at no cost . The project is ex-
pected to take several months.

HELVETIABRIEFS

Helvetia President Steve Pomex has become a member of
the American Philatelic Society's Speakers Bureau . He is willing
to travel up to 100 miles and stay overnight at no expense to
groups that want to hear him speak on Swiss classics, classic values
or forgery detection.

Steve has also started a photographic service to provide
color slides of philatelic material . Interested collectors can
write him at Box 402, Gracie Station, New York, N .Y . 10028.

Harlan Stone served as one of three judges at the April
8-9 WESEX, the annual exhibit of the Westfield, N .J ., Stamp Club.

Lack of interest is threatening the SASS New York Chapter.
At the March meeting only three members turned up (one of them the
program speaker).

TOUCH OF TRIVIA-by Steve Pomex

In a recent issue of Scientific American I came across an article
called 'Checks on Population Growth: 1750-1850' by W.L. Langer. I note
one paragraph in particular which might be of some interest to those
collectors of Swiss Postal History. "Still another factor making for
reduced fertility was the trade in mercenary soldiers that was so
popular during those times. For centuries the cantons of Switzerland
had done a thriving business in hiring out their young men to serve
long enlistments in the Armies ofFrance, Spain, the Netherlands, and
various Italian States. Only a few of these men ever returned home and
married; the mortality in war was heavy. It has been estimated that over
the years the mercenary system did away with 35 to 40 percent of the
natural increase in the Swiss population. There were still 20,000
Swiss mercenaries in the French Army in 1748 and another 20,000 in the
Dutch forces. In the course of the 18th century the Swiss cantons with
a total population of only 1 .5 million or so ,are thought to have lost
500,000 men on foreign battlefields ."
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SWISS MACHINE CANCELLATIONS
INSANITY? OVERHEATED COLLECTORS' BOOM? JUSTIFICATION?

By Felix Ganz

(A comment and adaptation of a report by Philargus
(Alfred Itel) in the Basel Nationalzeitung of March 24, 1972, on
the auction sale of Swiss machine cancellations in March at Bern)

Many collectors of Swiss stamps keep, for one reason or
another, some, or as many as possible, of the sometimes bland,
sometimes most professionally designed, and sometimes charming
Swiss machine cancellations ; and the inclusion of some of these
in a regular, specialized, or thematic collection brightens re-
spective pages without a doubt, particularly if the slogan or pic-
ture of the machine cancel's flag matches the design or the occa-
sion of the issuance of the stamp, such ass Swiss National Exposi-
tion Zurich 1939 stamps, cancelled Swiss National Exposition (crown
and flag) ; 100 years Swiss posts 1949 stamps and matching flag with
with design of post riders ; 2000 years Nyon 1958. stamp and matching
machine flag ; or even the 1960 building series, or 1949 technical
series views with matching machine cancels and slogans from re-
spective towns or occasions.

This type of collecting is most often considered marginal,
and until 1969-70 no collector really had any knowledge of any
values connected with these slogans even though the Swiss PTT had
issued, in 1947, 1959 and 1967, three increasingly improved catalogs
(of increasing completeness in contents) of machine cancellation
flags used in Switzerland since their inception in 1911 . But at
least a collector could check his holdings, most of which were, and
still are, collected in cut-out form . Rumors as to the scarcity of
some Swiss machine cancellations differed, and until fairly recent-
ly many people thought that the slogan of 1928, numbered 2 .2 .7 in
the PTT catalog, especially in its French version and proclaiming
"Booze destroys home and country," as well as featuring a liquor
bottle with a skull and crossed bones, constituted the scarcest
items of such slogan cancellations . But almost every collector sim-
ilarly felt that a real scarcity could not truly exist because, af-
ter all, only post offices with a volume of 10,000 daily letters,
cards, and printed matter were entitled to have cancellation ma-
chines, and also because most of these cancellations were in use for
weeks at a time, often in more than one office.

A small society of devotees of this collecting field exists
in Switzerland . It is known as the Machine Cancellation Collectors
Society and is a member group of the Swiss Association of Philatelic
Societies . It is somewhat charitably looked down upon by "real stamp
collectors ." This group, in 1970, undertook the publication of a
priced guide to the PTT's 1967 (plus supplements) edition of the
slogan cancellation index ; and that is when things started to blos-
som, boom, and now recently explode . The editors of the priced sup-
plement tried to be conservative in their cash estimates of all
flags ; but it became immediately clear that, with the exception of
most recent years, all flags with Italian language texts were from
scarce to rare . It became equally clear that the "Schnaps/booze"
slogan was not at all the rarest item ever, but that dozens of others
were much scarcer, the rarest being, in the opinion of the publica-
tions committee, slogan flags issued for the 1924 Winterthur Agri-
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cultural Exposition (No . 4 .1 .23, pegged at Swiss Fr . 150), and the
first version of the 1939 Zurich National Exposition slogan (with
dates May 6 to Oct . 31 instead of to Oct . 29, No . 4 .1 .102, priced
at SFr . 100) . Only 15 of the then total of 1,943 different flags
rated a price estimate of SFr . 20 or more.

After the club's price list had been published, it liter-
ally sold like hot cakes, pointing to a latent, but generally
unknown, wide interest by collectors in this heretofore "Cinderellish-
ly" treated field, and prices almost immediately nudged upwards, al-
though many "other" philatelists still are delighted to get rid of
stamps and entire letters "marred" by these "ugly" machine cancel-
lations -- especially if they are of the earlier type where the slo-
gan was at the right of the crown, and ON the stamp, thus making the
slogan well nigh illegible and the stamp defaced.

Subsequently the club suffered some unpleasant, internal
affairs with missing funds in one of the club's sectors, and the
Swiss Machine Cancellation Collectors Society almost folded in 1970-
71. However, an anonymous donor, who had been "hoarding" thousands
of cut-outs (which, by the way, according to the society's standards,
must measure 9 by 4 centimeters, and be clean and legible to be ac-
ceptable for trade and sale at the suggested prices) gave all of his
duplicate materials to the society for disposal at an auction, or by
job lot bids, and that auction took place on the first weekend of
March of 1972 in Bern.

Only machine cancellations were auctioned off, most of them
in cut-out form ; but the results of the auction rated major stories
in several Swiss daily papers . The society's members (about 170) had
been able to bid by mail while others were excluded from this pro-
cedure . A total of 220 lots were auctioned off, many of them single
flags, and NOT including the above described rarities, and the aver-
age price of a lot sold came to SFr . 20, or about ten times what the
auction was expected to bring.

The club obviously is solvent once again ; but the heated
bidding for little pieces of paper on which a most ordinary postage
stamp is machine cancelled really defies description, and the hobby
will never be the same again because each holder of machine cancel-
lation items now will carefully check his holdings, mark them sky-
high, and try to peddle them to the highest bidder . That is sad, but
probably unavoidable in our highly materialistic society . One can see
albums, hitherto considered valueless, suddenly disappear into bolted
vaults, and one can see owners of shoeboxes of "trash" suddenly (and
feverishly) pawing through their decade-long neglected or ridiculed
accumulations, in search for a buck-producing item ; and one can hear
the chuckles of the few collectors who "got into it" before the boom
took hold .

Of all the lots sold, the auction's star consisted of
flag No . 3 .49, a pictorial flag issued in 1959 for the town of Wil
(St . Gallen) in which there appears, after the name "WIL," the added
identification "ST . GALLEN ." This flag was in use only for a very
short time, after which it was redesigned by excising the "ST . GAL-
LEN ." In its second form it is known as No . 3 .59 and is worth one
penny. This lot, according to Philargus, had a reserve price of SFr.
30, but found a proud owner at SFr . 155 : : Yes, 155 francs, or $40.
Please check your duplicates, dear readers ; you might be in for a
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real surprise and bonanza.

Other surprises consisted of flags which matched stamps
in design, or supplementary text, to produce a "maximum cover ." Thus,
for example, the 1949 technical series stamp of 60 centimes, showing
a viaduct of the Grisons railways and cataloging at about 10 cen-
times in cancelled form, brought a successful bid of 40 francs be-
cause it was cancelled with the fairly scarce (catalog : SFr . 10) slo-
gan No . 4 .2 .31, heralding the 50th anniversary of the railway's Al -
bula line (1953) . Similarly, the stamp issued for the bi-millenium of
the city of Basel in 1957 (40 centimes and cataloging at SFr . 3 used)
suddenly found a buyer at SFr . 20 -- because it was cancelled with the
matching bi-millenial flag No . 4 .2 .43 which, if found on other stamps.
is worth only a dime . The combination and the matching of the two
brought about the 600 per cent increase of value.

Early machine slogans also brought prices which somewhat
boggle the mind . Thus, the slogan for the Swiss Trade Fair in Basel
in 1919 (No . 4 .1 .2) a rather ugly looking continuous cancellation
cataloged at SFr . 12, was sold at SFr . 35, or triple the educated es-
timate of less than two years ago.

But not all is lost to a collector of such items . How many
serious collectors of Swiss stamps can claim ownership of a "Double
Geneva," or a "Basel Dove, " or a "Zurich 4," or even of a complete
1945 Pax set, cleanly used on covers? But a most representative col-
lection of Swiss slogan cancellations still can be assembled at an
item cost of a nickel, and it is the way such a collection is mounted
that really counts, and not the inclusion of the three or four great
stars (which by the way still may be found in dealers' shoeboxes).

Any readers interested in a more systematic approach to
collecting Swiss slogan cancellations should, absolutely, avail them-
selves of both the "Verzeichnis der Maschinenstempel," available from
the Generale Directorate - PTT in Bern (unless sold out now) at about
$5 postpaid, and the "Katalog uber die Maschinenstempel" of the above-
mentioned society and available for about $2 from Max Wehrli, Tannen-
rauchstrasse 60, 8038 Zurich . The last-named gentleman will also sup-
ply information on joining the society (which carries the benefit of
receiving the monthly issues of the Swiss Philatelic Journal).

Thus, do not despair, but shake your head in disbelief : I
did, too .

The End
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