The Usage of Switzerland’s Imperforate Sitting Helvetia
Issue of 1854 - 1863

Introduction to Traditional Exhibit

Stamps became obligatory for prepayment of both domestic and international postage on October 11, 1854.
Anticipating the need, the Swiss Post Office Department contracted for printing the imperforate Sitting Helvetias in
March of 1852. The first stamps were printed in Bavaria on locally made paper. The first use of Swiss-made paper was
in 1856. Slow production methods and constantly rising demand for stamps led to the many printings, stopgap use of
earlier rejected printings on thin paper, and replacement of the hand press with a faster machine press. The Imperforate
Sitting Helvetias are also known by the Strubel nickname, being named after a children’s book character named
Strubel (Struwel) Peter with wind -blown hair.

The first Strubels were available to the public on September 14, 1854, and lost their validity on July 31, 1863.
During the Strubel era, the Postal Department issued dozens of versions of seven values denominated in rappen: 2, 5, 10,
15, 20, 40, and 1 franc (equal to 100 rappen). They were printed closely spaced in sheets of 25, 50, or 100. Their most
noteworthy feature is the single imbedded silk security thread that runs horizontally through each stamp. Switzerland’s
imperforate Sitting Helvetias, are probably the most intensely studied issue in the history of Swiss philately. The latest
and biggest study, published in 2006, forced the annual Swiss catalogs to add revised listings for these stamps in their
2008 editions. The biggest change was the addition of the 25D.

During the Strubel’s approximate 10—year life, mixed frankings were possible with preceding imperforate
and succeeding perforated issues for a very short time. Additionally, for all this time, complex pre-Universal Postal
Union rates prevailed for foreign-bound mail until much time after this issues validity expired on July 31, 1863. Because
the exhibit is focused on usages and order of release, used stamps and use on cover is featured. The seven different
issuing periods are divided into three sections shown below.

Organization and Presentation

Using the classification of The Zumstein Specialkatalog of each issue, i. €., Aa, A, B, etc, the exhibit is divided
into three parts:

1% Period 1854~ 1855 Munich Printing (Aa, A, B.) green threads.
2" Period 1855- 1857 Bern Printing C, D, E.) different colored threads.
3" Period 1857 — 1863 Bern Printing (F, G) green threads

The number of pages devoted to each printing reflects the variations in the number of denominations, number of color
varieties, and length of use. The items are shown by issue, by cover, and by other varieties on and off cover showing normal and
unusual rates. These are varied to maximize the number of topical items shown.

Frames/Page #of Pages Catalog Identity Paper Printing
172-2/1 16 Aa (4) Munich Munich
2/2-3/5 21 A (4) Munich Munich
3/6 - 4/8 18 B 4) Munich Bern
4/9 — 6/3 27 cC @ Munich/Zurich Bern
6/4 -7/6 19 D 4 Munich/Zurich Bern
7/7-7/11 ) 5 E (2) Munich Bern
7/12—-8/12 17 F (4) Munich Bern
8/13— 10/16 36 G (6) Zurich Bern

Highlights are shown on red matting.

References

Brach, Herbert, The Imperforate Sitting Helvetia — Strubel.  2000. Elizabeth K. Brach, San Antonio, 277 pages
Hertsch, M., Zumstein Specialkatalog Schweiz 2000. Bern. Pages 47— 64.



Synopsis Of
The Usage of Switzerland’s Imperforate Sitting Helvetia Issue
Of 1854 — 1863

By Steve P. Turchik

This traditional Postal exhibit is the Number 1 World Class Swiss Imperforate Sitting Helvetia exhibit, a 45-year effort. The
issue is one of the Swiss Classics, celebrating its 150" birthday in 2004, commonly called Strubels. This exhibit is to show as many
different facets of this popular Swiss collecting area as possible, and have the exhibit serve as a resource for current ongoing
research dealing with areas of color, silk threads, and usage.

What is Shown

There are individual items, multiple items on and off cover, stamp combinations, world class destinations, lake ship
mail, production, printing, and color varieties, bisected stamps on cover, a privately perforated stamp, cancellations, postal
markings, mixed franking covers, and more.

This exhibit is important for the following reasons:

o The exhibit shows all 32 recognized items on cover, and it is the only Strubel exhibit with a single use cover of all values
known on cover.

o ltis the only 10-frame Strubel exhibit shown in the United States, and it has more unique and unusual Strubel items than
have been shown anywhere at one time.

o The present structure is built around many items from past multiple grand award winning exhibits, and contains destination
covers not readily known or available at the time of those exhibits.

o The exhibit contains the finest copy of the second rarest Swiss stamp, and another one that is almost equal to it.

Using the Zumstein Specialized Catalog designations of each issue, i.e., Aa, A, B, C, etc. the seven different issues
are divided into three parts: For this issue only, because of the vast variety, experts recommend the use of the
numbers, and they have been used in all Strube/ past grand award winner’s exhibits. These designations are used as

headers for each of the 32 different stamps issued.

1% Period 1854 — 1855 Munich Printing (Aa, A, B) green threads
2™ period 1855 — 1857 Bern printing (C, D, E) different colored threads
3" period 1857 - 1863 Bern printing (F, G) green threads

Quality and Challenge Factor

Examples are of the highest quality available. In fact, it is the finest exhibit of this issue assembled to date
containing both unrivaled rarity and quality. Many items are in quantities of 20 or less. Most thin paper items have
certificates or are signed.

References

Brach, Herbert, The Imperforate Sitting Helvetia — Strubel 2000. Elizabeth K. Brach, San Antonio, TX. 277 pages.
* Hermann, Urs. Das Gross Strubel Handbuch, Liestal, August 21, 2006. Two Volumes.
Hertsch. M.,, Zumstein Specialkatalog 2000. Zumstein & Cie., Bern, pages 47-64.
Katcher, H.L.,, The Amateur Collector Catalog of Switzerland 2000, London, Pages 9—11; 16 - 17.
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Production Color Shades
Postal Directives On Cancellations

Paper: Munich EKU September 15, 1854
Thread: Emerald
Printing: Munich

Orange-Brown Shades

= == ———— e =
BASEL to LANGENTHAL, 15 MAR 55, ordinary mail, zone 3.
(Attest: R. Berra-Gauischy - 1999)

October 22, 1850: Only black ink.
August 1, 1857: QOnly standard obliterating device in form of a grill,
to be distributed by Postal Administration to all post offices (not depots).

December 7, 1854: Only grills. (There were a variety of styles and
color cancels produced after this date).

May 23, 1857: End of grills, to be replaced immediately by circular
date stamps with place names used with black ink.



Single & Multiple Use Items
Domestic Postal Rates Based On Distance Zones
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Single Use - Light Orange-Brown
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ZURICH to RUSCHLIKON, 17 NOV 1854, Zone 1.
(Attest: Hans Hunziker - 1975)

BASEL to KREUEZLINGEN, 7 APRIL 1855, ordinary mail.
Less than 18 covers (+/-) said to exist of this multiple.
{Attest: Andre Nussbaum - 1993)

Domestic Postal Rates Based On Distance Zones

Distance Rate
Zone 1 - Up to 9.6km (6 miles) 5Rp. # loth = 7#gr. = % oz.
Zone 2 - 9,6 - /8km: (30 miles) 10Rp./73gr. = 7% grams.
Zone 3 - More than 48kms. 15Rp./73grs.

Rate effectiv:s January 1, 1852 - June 30, 1862



Multiple Usages
Cancellations & Shades

Dark Orange-Brown

Blue 15-Bar Cancel
Unique strip with blue cancel.
(Attest: Hans Hunziker - 1971)

The Small "zu spat" = "Too Late" - Bright Orange Brown
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FRUENFELD to ARBON, 9 DEC 1854, ordinary mail, with bank logo.
The small "zu spat" was only used in the city of Fruenfeld.
About 40 pairs (+/-) said to exist on cover.

(Attest: Remy Berra-Gautschy - 1999)



Zone 3 Combination Frankings
Cancellations & Shades

The Dark Shades - Orange Brown (with 234a)
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GRETCHEN to LANDERON, 26 AUG 1855, ordinary mail.
Few covers of this combination said to exist (20 +/-).
(Attest: Emil Rellstab - 1987)
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ZURICH to BRUGG, 17 DEC 1855, ordinary mail.
(Attest: A. von der Weid - 1991)
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Production Varieties

Paper: Munich EKU December 14, 1854
Thread: Emerald

Printing: Munich

Blue

Two Threads —
(about 1 of 20) From sheet of 100

New Variety - Discovery Example - Dark Blue

¥

@ i

e
s
e

T otz

%

et

et

OBERRIDEN to WOHLEN, 23 DEC 1854, ordinary mail, zone 2.
Plate variety - "White line in 1 of 10 of Centesimi."
(Attest: H. P. Renggli - 1998)

Strong blue color results from fluid appearance of over-inked background
(one characteristic of 23Aa) caused by dampening of paper before printing.



Postally Used First Munich Printing Error
5Rp. Cliché In Place Of 10Rp.

Paper: Munich EKU March 15, 1856
Thread: Emerald
Printing: Munich

Stamp color of first printing.
Paper thickness of first printing.
Said to be trial color printing.

Blue Eidgen Grill

Normal

16-Bar Grill

Of the 5 known copies of this famous classic, this is said to be the
best one off cover. Two others exist on what is known as the "Champion
Cover," a very sought after imperforate Sitting Helvetia item.

Although not intended as such, these items found their way into the
postal system. Along with it's famous nickname, other production varieties,
combination frankings, bisects, markings, and destinations have enriched
and added to the collecting joy of "Strubels."

This item is featured in Urs Hermann's 2006 book ﬁDas Grosse Strubel-
Handbuch" on page 153.

(Attest: Urs Hermann - 2007)




Cancellations & Shades
"Nachnahame" = C. 0. D. = Collection Letter

Blue Cancellations

' Dull Blue _ Blue Matte Blue
Circled P.P.  7-Bar Grill 14-Bar Grill

Blue Circled "P.P." = Postage Paid - Bright Blue

Suferationsgebibr . . FrE. T . Rp. 43,

Stankatue a0 e — 4 R0

Rachuapme . . . . Get. 1. &Rv.ﬁ.
Bon der Eppedition des Aargauifchen Amisblattes,

AARAU to BERGDIETTIKON, 10 NOV 1854, on "Nachnahame" letters
10¢ to collect 1fr. 43¢ + 10c¢ franking.
(Attest: Jean-Claude Marchand - 1994)



Registered With Declared Value
Cancellations & Shades

Boxed CHARGEE = Registered - Medium Blue

S&irl: Fre et Pz Fl 7

AARAT to AUENSTEIN, 9.12.55, declared value registered letter.
(Attest: Jean-Claude Marchand - 1994)

Blue Cancels o Dull nght Blue (w1th 22A)

ST. IMIER to vag, 16 0CT 5L, cibinsry wafl, Tons 3.
(Attest: R. Berra-Gautschy - 1992)



Authorized Bisect
1st Munich Printing

Half Used For Zone 1 Letter - Light Blue
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ZURICH (Liocal Delivery), 29 OCTOBER 1855, ordinary mail.
About 10 (+/-) of this bisect said to exist.
(Attest: Urs Hermann - 2008)
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Cancellations & Shades

Paper: Munich EKU October 2, 1854
Thread: Emerald
Printing: Munich

Blue Cancels

13-Bar Grill

16—Bar Grill Ink Cancel 17-Bar Grill
"A" Variety

Dull Rose

s/1 MOGELSBERG - "Nachnahame" = Collection Letter

MOGELSBERG to WATTWYL, 26 FEB'55, "Nachnahame" letter, zone 1.
10c to collect 80c + 5¢ franking.
(Attest: Fritz Moser - 1978)



Cash Collection Service
Cancellations & Shades

Matte Rose Dull Rose Rose

Blas: Town Red Grill Blue Grill
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NEUCHATEL to GENEVA, 3 JAN 1854, with red and blue inscriptions.
15¢/73gr for franking over 48kms. (30+ miles).
10c fee to collect 4frs. 15c¢c cash.
(Attest: Jean-Claude Marchand - 1995)

Post Office Cash Collection Service

Limit for cash collection service by letter post increased to 30frs.
on January 1, 1852. Collection fee was 1% of amount to be collected, rounded
up to the next 10c. Receipient had to give letter carrier total of debt,

fee and postage. Post Office remitted full amount sender (less postage
and fees), similiar to C.0.D.



Zone 3 Mazil Usagses

o,

Single Use - Light Pale Rose
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ZURICH to DELEMONT, 17 MAR 1855, ordinary mail.
(Attest: A. von der Weid - 1991)

"Nachnahame" - Blue Cancels - Dark Pale Rose (with 234a)

FRICK to HAGDEN, 27 SEPT 1855, "Nachnahame" = cash collection letter.
A difficult combination franking with blue s/1 GIPF-OBERFRICK cancels.
(Attest: A. von der Weid - 1992)
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Cancellation Ink Composition
Cancellations & Shades

Paper: Munich EKU October 11, 1854
Threads: Emerald
Printing: Munich

Pale Yellow-Green

7-Bar Grill 13-Bar Grill 14-Bar Grill

To France - Heavy Blurred Inklng - Pale Yellow-Green
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TAVANNE to PARIS, 2 JUN 1855, ordinary mail, PD.
40c/7%gr. from 2nd Swiss zone (30+ miles) to beyond adjoining dept. in France.
Rate of September 14, 1854 - August 14, 1859.
(Attest: A von der Weid - 1989)

Typical smeary cancellation with greasy appearance, caused when Post
Office ignored federally recommended receipe for ink and used printers black
with pork fat instead of linseed oil to keep the ink fluid.

Obligatory prepayment of international letters began on October 1, 1854,
same day as domestic leters.



Cancellations & Shades
Unusual International Usage
One of a Kind Items

Very Pale Yellow-Green

Blue 15-Bar Grill
— Pictured in Hans Hunsiker's "Strubel” book. -
(Attest: Hans Hunziker - 1971)

Yellow-Green (with 25B & 22G)

s

ZURICE to EEW ORLEAXS, 18 NOV *855, ordinary mail, PP, 2nd rate perlod.
65¢/72gr. by :riiisn Packet from Le Harve, France, via New York.
20¢ penzlty assessed to letter sent on American Packet.

Rate of December 15, 1854 - December 31, -1856.

(Attest: Emil Rellstab - 1995)



Unusual International Usages
Special Rate Frankings
Cancellations & Shades

Letter Pgle Yello

w-Green (with 244)

UNTERSEEN to CELTRIDGE, 4 JULY 1855, ordinary mail, PD.
Fewer than half dozen letters said sent to Ireland.
(Attest: Remy Berra-Gautschy - 1999)

To England - Special Rate - Light Yellow-Green (with 24Ad)

THURNEN to LIVERPOOL, 10 MAY 1855, pre-stamped letter, ordinary mail, PD.
55¢/73gr. for pre-stamped letters - special rate - 65c at post office.

Rate of December 15, 1854 - August 18, 1859.
(Attest: Jean-Claude Marchand - 1999)




Unusual International Usage
Unique Margin Copy Multiple

To United States - Pale Yellow-Green (with 24B)
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STAFA to NEW YORK, 20 JAN 1856, ordinary mail. PD = Paid to Destination.

135¢/74gr. via Liverpool on British Packet. 5¢ assessed for inland postage.

Rate of December 15, 1854 - December 31, 1856.
(Attest: J. P. Bach; M. Eichele; E. Rellstab, AIEP - 2000)



Second Issue

224

New Color Brown
Cancellations & Shades

Paper: Munich EKU September 21, 1854
Thread: Emerald
Printing: Munich

e

Brown Crayon
Doe Brown

Gray Brown

13-Bar Grill
Deep Reddish Brown

16-Bar Gfill Blue Grill‘ 9-Bar Grill Blue CDS
Matte Brown Doe Brown Red Brown Reddish Brown

o

14-Bar Grill Green Grill  15-Bar Grill
Gray Brown Matte Brown Gray Brown

Swiss postal authorities ordered color changed from orange-brown to brown
to distinguish 5c more easily from 15c¢ rose in artificial post office light.




Different Zone 1 Istiers
Bottom Stamp Without Thread Variety
Cancellstions & Shades

USTER to 854 {inside), on nachnahame letter.
5c added for optional return receipt making 60c total to collect.
To August 1, 1860 receipt was obligatory on collections of 6frs. or more.
A difficult one of a kind without thread item. Ex Harlan Stone.
(Attest: Fritz Moser - 1976)

Iocal Area Letter - Reddish-Brown
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Letter delivered within GENEVA locale, 14 JANUARY 1855 ,; ordinary mail.



Ddifferent Zone Letters
Cancellations & Shades

Blue-Green Cancels - Light Blue (with 23A4)
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SCHACHEN to RAMOCS, 16 MARCH 1855, Nachnahame to collect. 3frs. 95c.
Marked 4.15 in error, as 3fr. 95c¢ + 10.c fee = ?495gf?




Zone 2 Letters
Cancellations & Shades

Thinmble Cancel With "Vorm" - Reddish-Brown
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WINTERTHUR to ZURICH, 12 MAY 1855, ordinary mail, on "front."
The "Vorm (ittag)" shows the letter cancelled in morning.

—

: LUZERN to WILLISAU, 23 OCT 1854, ordinary mail.
The "Nachm (ittag)"™ shows the letter cancelled in the evening.
(Attest: Emil Rellstab - 1999)



Zone 3 Letter Usages
Cancellations & Shades

No Grlll Cancel - Brlght Reddlsh Brown
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GIORNICO to LUGANO, 2 JAN 1855, ordinary mail on cover front.
(Attest: Emil Rellstab - 1972)

Blue Cancels - Light Matte Brown

MORAT to SOMISWALD, 3 OCT 1854, ordinary mail.
Very early usage - 12 days after issue day.
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Production Varieties
Cancellations & Shades

Paper: Munich EKU September 14, 1854
Thread: Emerald
Printing: Munich

Bright Blue

Blue
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Double Thread O0live-Yellow Thread "Star" Plate
Not submerged in blue vat
to make emerald color.

Two-Thread Variety Cover - Light Blue




Authorized Bisect
Cancellations & Shades

Blue Cancellations

T UZERK, 26 ) %V 1855, ordinary mail.
t 18 (+ -} £ this bisect said to exist.
te 3“'°’"°*£prv’=sue 1le Basel - 2000)

- T

Black Grill Cancellations

15-Bar Grill




Authorized Bisect Variety

Light Blue
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WEINFELDEN to SEEWIS, 1 JAN 1855, ordinary mail.
About 15 (+/-) of this combination said %o exist.
{Attest: A. von der Weid - 1991; Emil Rellsiab - 1991)



Zone 2 Letters
Cancellations & Shades

Clrcle Date Cancel - Blue
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BERN to WORB, 22 NOVEMBER 1854, ordlnary mall, blue gr111 cancel.
(Attest: Fritz Moser - 1976)

Blue Cancels - Bright Blue - Munich Plate II

DAGMERSELLEN to REIDEN, 31 OCTOBER 1855, Nachnahame to collect 1fr. 550.
(Attest: A. von der Weid - Signed)



Mixed Franking Usage
International Multi-Stamp Combination Usage

Combination Possible For 15 Days - Blue
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AARAU, 29 SEPT 1854, on folded collection letter.
Combination authorized from September 15 - 30, 1854
About a dozen covers (+/-) of this combination said to exist.
(Attest: R. Berra-Gautschy - 1996)
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GENEVA to JERSEY CITY, 9 OCT 1855, ordinary mail, 2nd Rate Period.
130c/15gr. from Zone 2 - 5¢ assessed at Boston.
Rate of December 15, 1854 - December 31, 1856.
(Attest: Henry C. Gibson - Signed)

-



Domestic Cash Collection Letters
Combination Frankings

Zone 1 Letter - Blue (with 224)

ZOFINGEN to UERKHEIM, 20 DEC 1854.
Assessed 10c fee to collect 65c.

An Oversize Zone 1 Letter - Light Blue (with 24Aa)

A difficult franking combination on an interesting usage.
(Attest: Fritz Moser - 1973)



24LA
Cancellations & Shades

Paper: Munich EKU September 14, 1854
Thread: Emerald

Paper: Munich

= Postage Paid

Light Rose
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Rose

Blue Grill . WIMMIS UHWEISEN to
Rose Vivid Rose

ILEN, 28 NOV 1857.

Large Double-Circle Cancel - Vivid Rose
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LENSBURG to BERN, 26 MAY 1855, ordinary mail.



Cancellation & Shade Varieties

Red Pen Cancel Blué Grill 13-Bar Grili
Rose Rose Vivid Rose

i

9-Bar Grill 7-Bar Grill 16-Bar Grill Not Listed Grill
Pale Rose Rose Deep Rose Rose

12-Bar Grill - Rose




International Usages
"Poste Restante"

To France - "Paid In France!" - Rose

BASEL to BARR, 10 OCT 1855, ordinary mail, PD.
35¢c/734gr. for more than 30 miles from the border.
"7/A-E-D" = "Hunique/Affranchie a 1l'Etranger jusqu'a Destination."
(Attest: A. von der weid - Signed)

To Grand Duche De Baden - "Poste Restante™ - Rose
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FRIBOURG to SCHLIENGEN, 14 MARS 1855, ordinary mail, PD.

30c/74gr. from Swiss Zone 2 to Germen Zone 1 , "To be delivered at P.0."

Rate of October 1, 1852 throughout entire "Strubel" period.



Cancellations
Improper Usages

With Grill Cancels - Vivid Rose (with 224)

S

ST. GALLEN to RAVENSBURG, 7 NOV 1854, ordinary mail.
Postal Directive September 1, 1854: Circular date stamps and straight-line
hand—stamps permitted again in cancellers from October 1, 1854.
(an improper usage)

~_ Thimble Cancels Only - Pale Rose (with 224)
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FOUNTAINES to LENSBOURG, 16DEC1854, e
Postal Directive, December 7, 1854: Only grllls.
(another improper usage)
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New Green Color
Cancellations & Shades

Paper: Munich EKU September 14, 1854

Thread: Emerald
Printings: Munich

Light Yellow-Green Yellow-Green

14—BafAd£1l

Boxed P 13~-Bar Grill il

=

14-Bar Grill

To England (Special Rate) - Light Yellow-Green (with 24Aa)
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ZURICH to LONDON, 14 JAN 1855, ordinary mail, PD.
55¢/74gr. in stamps already affixed to letter - or - 65c cash at mailing time.
Rate of December 15, 1854 - August 14, 1859.
(Attest: Jean-Claude Marchand - 1989)

Swiss postal authorities ordered less palid yellow green color for more
clarity of design.




Multiples
. ; . Cancellations & Shades .

Yélléw;Green

Yellow-Green

BRUGG  16-Bar Grill  14-Bar Grill
(Attest: Emil Rellstab - 1994)

Pale Yellow Green Green

15-Bar Grill

Typical paper breakd in 5-piece multiple on left margin, between pair,
and bottom left single.



International Usages
Cancellations & Shades

To Pru531a - Circled P. P. = Green (w1th 24Ab)

T o
_,//Zkvg/wv);f-O'f

‘“~~_///2a//$/fazy efiyfrzf;ff:i,/",JzL//'*

fi‘M?'”“». Sz //; //.///

CHAUX DE FONDS to TRUENBRIETZEN,’ 25 SEPT 1855, ordinary mail, P. P.
50c/15.6grs. for 2 Swiss and 3 German postal rate zones.
Rate of October 1, 1852 for entire "Strubel" issuing period.

To France - nght Margln Copy - Yellow—Green

STAFA to LYON, 13 APRIL 1855, ordinary mail, P. D.
40c/74grs/ from Swiss postal zone 2.
Rate of September 15, 1854 - August 1, 1859.



International Usages
Special Rate Combination Frankings

To GreatﬂBritain - Yellow-Green (with 23A & 244)

ROMONT to G (blue).
55c/73gr. in stamps already affixed to cover, or 65c cash time of mailing.

To Great Britain - Green (with 224 & 24A)

"LAUSANNE to DERBYSHIRE, 18 DEC 1854, ordinary m
60c/73gr. via France from Swiss Zone 1.

Rate of 50c¢ in stamps already affixed or 60c cash at time of mailing.
Rate of December 15, 1854 - August 14, 1859.

—

ail, PD.




International Usages
Colored Gancellations & Shades

To European Turkey - Green-Blue Cancels - Green (with 244)
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GENEVA to CONSTANTINOPLE, 18 NOV 1854, ordinary mail, circled PD.
Rare destination.

Brach lists 6 items during "Strubel" period.
(Attest: Jean-Claude Marchand - 2003)

To France - Red Cancels - Yellow-Green

ZURICH to LYON, 8 DEC 1854, ordinary mail, oval PD.
Red "7/A.E.D."

= "Huningue/Postage fully paid" in France.
(Attest: H. P. Renggli - 1999)



Unusual International Usage
isinfected Letter

To Duche de Modena - Showing Disinfected Marks - Yellow-Green

GENEVA to REGGIO, 17 OCT 1854, double rate letter, ordinary mail, circled PD.
Part of Austrian-Italian Postal Union at this time.
Fewer than 10 letters reported to Modena destination.
(Attest: Jean-Claude Marchand - 2003)



Third Issue
22B
Four Plate Layouts

Paper: Munich EKU November 6, 1854
Thread: Emerald

Printing: Bern

Plates: I, II

Plate I Plate II
Wide Gutters Medium Gutters
(e7+1mm) A (o3.7mm)
Frames Complete Frames Incomplete

Matte Brown Brown Gray-Brown  Dull Brown

Following breakdown of presses at University of Munich printery in Novem-
ber 1852 and lengty repairs, Swiss Postal Department canceled it's contract
for stamps, entrusting printing to Federal Mint in Bern in March, 1854, and
ordered Munich to turn overall printed and unprinted paper.

Printing for the 1st Bern period (No's B & F, all with green silk
threads), 2nd Bern period (Nos. C, D, & E, with different colored threads)
“and 3rd Bern period (No. G, with green threads) are divided according to
Plates I and II for 25-stamp sheets and Plates III and IV for 50-stamp sheets.

The difference among stamps from the four plates are the amount of
space between cliches, regularity of cliche allignment, completeness of
printed frame lines, and source of paper. Not all stamps were printed from
all four plates. Shown above are examples of Plates I & II.



No Circle Date Cancel - Light Brown

Albino (no ink) Strike
Cancellations & Shades

ERISWYL to RAHNFLICK, 26 SEPT 1854 (inside), ordinary mail, zone 1.
Even without ink, the cancellation is readable.

The

Scarcest Shades - Brown (with 23Ad)

BASEL to LUZERN, 22 DEC 55, ordinary mail, Zone 3.



Zons 2 Letters
Gancellzstions & Shades

Pair Showing Plate II - Pale Gray-Brown

THUN to BERN, 4 SEPT 1856, ordinary mail.
-Note medium spacing between stamps from sheets of 25.
(Attest: A. von der Weid - Signed)

Double Rate Letter - Very Pale Matte-Brown (with 24B)
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BERGDORF to GENEVA, 30 ATG 1856 ordlnary mail.
Double circle cancels with cross.
(Attest: F. Moser - Signed)



5Rp. Milky-Blue "Error of Color"

Paper: Munich EKU June 26, 1856
Thread: Green
Printing: Bern

Color similiar to 23CA
Paper almost as thin as that of E & F
(with characteristically misplaced threads)

Error

Milky-Blue
15-Bar Eidgen Grill

Normal

Brown
15-Bar Eidgen Grill

Only 5 copies of this error said to exist: 2 unused, 2 used, and 1 on
cover dated June 26, 1856 from Basel Court of Law to the District Court of
Law in Gelterkinder, but as far as been reported none has been since the
end of the nineteenth century. After the 5c Rayed Star Postage Due stamp,
this is the 2nd rarest Swiss Stamp.

According to "Zumstein." the stamp is not represented in the Swiss Postal
Museum nor 1is there any record of its existance in the Postal Museum's

archives.

This stamp is featured in Urs Hermann's 2006 book "Das Grosse Strubel-
Handbuch" on page 152.

(Attest: Zumstein - 1995)




Domestic Letters
w Cancellations & Shades

Zone 3 Letter - Light Matte Brown (with 234)

9

. —

FRIBOURG to COURTELARY, 27 NOV 1855, ordinary mail.
Double circle type cancel.
(Attest: A. von der Weid - 1985)

Zone 2 "Nachnahame'" - Pale Matte Brown

LAUFENBERG to BRUGG, 4 JULY 1856, "Nachnahame" = C.0.D.
Different double circle cancel.
(Attest: Emil Rellstab - 1977)



23B

Different Trimmed Margins
Cancellations & Shades

Paper: Munich EKU March 17, 1855
Thread: Emerald

Printing: Bern

Plates: I, II

BUCHS to RHEINECK (Rheinegg), 23 MARCH 1856, ordinary mail.

The above stamps with itrimmed margins. It has been said Postal Officials
sometimes trimmed panes of 25 stamps so they would fit into special envelopes
for distribution to post offices.




2nd & 3rd Zone Letters
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inary mail.

) Margin Copy - Dull Light Blue (with 224)

BASEL to LAUSANNE, 13 MARCH 1856, Zone 3, ordinary mail.



Registered Letters

Registered Letter to Zone 2 - Blue Circle Cancel - Dark Blue
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Blue DAGMERSELLEN to MUNSTER, 2 APRIL 1856, double franking for registration.

s/1 "CHARGE" = Registered Letter - Government Seal - Pale Light Blue

LAUSANNE to CHATEAU D 'OEX, 18 APRIL 1856, registered letter to Zone 3.
15¢/7'gr/ for 30+ miles - plus equal amount for registation



24B

Cancellations & Shades

Paper: Munich EKU January 29, 1855
Thread: Emerald

Printing: Bern Rose & Matte Lilac Rose

Plates: I, II

16-Bar Grill 13-Bar Grill 7-Bar Grill STEIN CDS

15-Bar Grill

Three Different Shades

sl Qancsls Wimnts Gl Doxed GETASEN
(Attest: E. Rellstab)

13—Bar Gr111 - Matte Lllac Rose - Plate I

e

LAUSANXD to GSTEIG, 8 MAY 1856 Ordlnary mall Zone 3.
(Attest: Fritz Moser - 1974)



Medium Spacing Of Clichés
Cancellations & Shades

Dark Dull Rose

Blue 15—Baf ériil
Plate II

Dull Rose Rose Rose

" Blue PD & Grill Black Pen 8<Bay Gelil
Blets: IT

Large Red St. Gallen Cancel - Strong Rose
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ALLEN to RAPPERSWIL, 2 AUGUST 1855, ordinary mail.




Typical Cases Of Scissor Use
Cancellations & Shades

To France - No Grlll Lllac Rose - Plate II (w1th 25B)
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GEHEVA to CHATEAU near Montignac, 17 JULY 1857, ordinary mail, PD.
35¢/74gr. from Swiss border zone (0 - 30 miles) to beyond French Dept.
Rate of September 4, 1854 - August 14, 1859.

Nachnahame With Return Receipt - Dull Roese (with 25B)
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SONVILLIER %o LE KGIRMS&T, 13 JULY 1856 cash collection letter.
Obligatory return receipt for collection of at least 6fr. with cash payment.
(Attest: Fritz Moser - 1974)



International Usages
Cancellations & Shades

To United States - 5¢ Postage Due - Dark Rose (with 27C)

GENEVA to NEW YORK, 7 MAY 1856, ordinary mail, P. D.
130c/73grs. on British Packet to destination. 5¢ assessed at New York.
Rate of December 31, 1854 - December 31, 1856.

(Attest: Briefmarkprufstelle Basel - 1998)

To England - Special Rate - Dark Dull Rose (with 26Ca)
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ZURICH to LONDON, 6 FEB 1856, ordinary mail, P.D.
55c/7%grs. from Swiss Zone 2 already stamped - or 65c at time of mailing.
Rate of December 15, 1854 - August 1, 1859.
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First Bern Printing
Cancellations & Shades

Paper: Munich EKU October 14, 1854
Thread: Emerald v

Printing: Bern

Plates: I, II

7-Bar Grill 15-Bar Grill 7—Bar Grlll
Yellow-Orange . Pale Yellow-Orange Yellow-Orange

13—Bar Grlll WIMMIS Grill Blue LUZERN 11-Bar Grill

Blueu"Embassy" & "Nachnahame" Cancels Pale Yellow-Orange
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LUZERN to TRIENGEN 25 DEC 1854, collection 1etter.
Boxed "Staatsakanzlei Luzern" = Federal Chancellery (Embassy).

First stamp printed in Bern: carefully printed with sharp definition,
good color dispersion, and ¢ deep embossing.

@



Unusual International Usage
Unigue Double Thread Variety Error®

To U. S. 4. — Double Rate Letter - Dark Orange (with 26A & 27Cb)
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to PHILADELPHTA, 11 .}L’*ﬁ” :855, ordinary mail, PD.

Te—-

x 2 from \‘:s‘. Zone 1 by British packet from British port.
Rate of ccz"ﬁe" 15, 1854 - December 31, 1856.
: Urs Hermann - 2002)

Formal double thread varieties run horizontally in the stamp.
this stamp one rums ho

With
rizontally while the other runs
ner (both are vi

; diagonally from the
visible on face of the stamp)



Border Zone Letters
Cancellations & Shades

To Sardinia - "Verbano” = Laks Ship Mail - Pale Yellow-Orange

LOCARNO to PALLANZA, 19 APRIL 1855, via Lake Maggiore Steamer
20c/74gr. (instead of 4Oc) between P.0.'s within 30km of the border.
Rate of April 1, 1851 - October 31, 1859.

~ To France - Double Rate Border Letter - Orange-Yellow (with 23C)

t
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BASEL to MULHQUSE, 15 APRIL 1857, ordinary border mail.
15¢/7%gr. x 2 for 8gr. letter.

(going between border zones no more than 30kms apart)

Rate of September 14, 1854 - August 14, 1859.




Special Rates
Cancellations & Shades

ZURICH to LOGAN, 25 DEC 1854, with "N:Abg" = too late for mail coach.
55c/74gr. to Great Britain via France from 2nd Swiss zone (30+ miles).
(55¢ in stamps already affixed or 65c¢ cash at mailing time)

Rate of December 15, 1854 - August 14, 1859.

To France - Double Rate - Yellow-Orange (with 26A & 23B)

N

BASEL to BESANCON, 13 SEPT 1855, ordinary mail, PD.
35c/7%gr. x 2 from Swiss border zone (0 - 30 miles).
(to beyond border department in France)

Rate of September 14, 1854 - August 1, 1859.
(Attest: Kurt Kimmel - 1974)



Extraordinary Charge Letter
Combination Frankings

To Kingdom of Sardinia - Dark Yellow-Orange (with 26Aa & 27C)

GENEVE to EVIAN, 11 MARCHE 1856 ord.nary mm PD.

20c/72gr. x 3 reduced rate — instesd of 40c x 13 for this letter.
(Sent between post offices no more than 30km. from the border.)
Extracrdinary charge of 260c for 90 - 974grs.

Zitest: TFriiz Moser - 1978)

More Than 30 Miles Of Border - Yellow-Orange (with 24A)

GENEVA to LYON, 5 MAY 1855, ordinary mail, PD.
Sent inland to beyond border dept. of France.



Remote Asian Destination
Unique Overfranked Letter

To Calcutta (Eastern India) - Orange (with 264)
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LAUSANNE to CALCUTTA, 2 DEC 1854, ordinary mail, PD.
110c/7%gr. from Swiss Zone 2 via Marseille, France and Suez, Egypt.
Rate valid from January 1, 1854 - December 14, 1854.
(Attest: A. von der Weid - 1996; Urs Hermann - 2005)

The excess franking (30R) can be explained that the sender wanted the
letter to reach without cost to addressee, explaining the "PD" designation.



Fourth Issue
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Thread Color Change
Cancellations & Shades

Paper: Munich EKU May 30, 1855
Thread: Yellow

Printing: Bern

Platess I, II Light Brown

14-Bar Grill  ZURICH 15-Bar Grill 7-Bar Grill
Plate I

"Plate Fault" = Cleft In Upper Right Corner - Brown

BATTERKINDEN to FRUENBRUNNEN, 10 DEC 1855, ordinary mail.

Director of Bern Mint decided in October, 1854 to employ different color
thread in paper for each denomination as a further security measure, retalnlng
emerald for the 20c stamp.




Cancellations & Shades

Light Matte Brown

PoBar Grill 9-Bar Grill

Light Yellow-Brown

Yellow-Brown

12-Bar Grill "R" Plate .
Plate II - Plate II Paper Fold Variety

Zone 1 Lette; - Margin Copy - IéllowaBroan

RORSCHACH to

s

REEI}

T,

}‘6$b;§;‘§ef '357, ordinary mail.




Cancellations & Shades

No Year Shown in Cancel - Dark Bright Brown

BREMGARTEN to MURI, 12 SEPT (1856), ordlnary ma11.
Single circle with cross cancel.

Zone 3 Letter - Dull Yellow—Brown (m.t-h 23A)
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COLOMBIER to GENEVA, 6 FEBRUARY 1856, oriteas wally
Thimble cancel showing year and cross.



236

Lake Ship Mail
Thread & Color Varieties

Paper: Munich ' EKU January 6, 1858
Thread: Red

Printing: Bern

Plate: III

Dark Red Thread

Dark Blue .Green Blue - Gray-Blue

To Kingdom Of Sardinia - Lake Ship Mail - Light Blue

‘// 6&&“_&_"7‘?)(» /1"%.)

WEESEN to MASSERNO, 2 DEC 1858, ordlnary mall, PD.
40c.73gr. via Lake Maggiore Steamer ("Verbano!" cancel), direct exchange.
Rate of April 1, 1861 - June 30, 1862.

Light Red Thread

. FBANCO BZ

Dark Blue Intense Blue




Authorized Bisect
Cancellations & Shades

Paper: Munich - EKU (?), 1856
Thread: Light Red :

Printing: Bern

Platess I, II, III

BIENNE BRE&GARTE? Blue Grlll

Half Used For Zone 1 Franking - Light Blue

CHIASO %o CGLDQERLQ, 3 BGER" 1856 ordlaary mail.
One of 5 (+/-) existing ex=smplés sa2id to exist of this blsect.
(Attest: Emil Rellstab - 1982)

Bern replacement of handpress for 25-stamp sheets with mechanical press
for 50-stamp sheets, increased the supply of stamps, for the space between
cliches, 0.1.05 to plate III & .0.3.05 on plate IV. In addition, plate III
held irregularly alligned cliches and printed very incomplete stamp frame
lines.



Cancellations & Shades
Production Varieties

Dull Blue

WOLLERAU to GRIEFENSEE, 9 NOV 1857, ordinary mail, zone 2.
The double print is most obvious in "FRANCO" at top of stamp.
(Attest: Emil Rellstab - 1997)



Cancellations & Shades
Domestic Usages

s/1 WYLEN Cancel - Bright Milky-Blue

2
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WYLEN (Wilen) to SCHAFFHAUSEN, 28 DEC 1856, ordlnary mail.

Circle Date Cancel - Matte Milky—Blue

PORRENTRUY to DELEMONT, 7 DECEMBER 1856, ordinary mail.
(Attest: A. von der Weid - Slgned)



Cancellations & Shades
International Usage

Margin Copy - Blue

mail.



KALTBRUNNEN o RAPPERSWIL' 3 SEPT 1856, ordinary mel

Cancellations & Shades

BERLINGEN to PFFINGAN, 2 SEPT 1858, ordlnary mall.

_Dark Blue Cancels - Gray-Blue

-

e A

(Attest: A. von der Weid - Slgned)



Different Markings
Cancellations & Shades

Boxed "RECOMMANDIRT" = Reglstered Letter - Dull Blue - Plate III
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ZURICH to OBERWYL, 19 AUGUST 1858, to Zone 2.
"Recommandirt™ = Registered letter with no stated value.
- Note the vary narrow spacing between stamps in Plate III -

s/1 "TROP TART" = Too Late (for mail coach) - Greenish Blue

LAUSANNE to AIGLE, 24 JULY 1856, ordinary mail.
Marking seldon used and difficult to find.




Refused Collection Letter
International Usage

Returned To Sender - Blue - Plate II

ety {g 0858

/tkt/
BY

Rl e P )
o
A s c2ow Fosfos™

- T S

SCHLIERBACH to LUZERN (via Buren), 22 APRIL 1859, Nachnahame.
Sender obligated to pay 20c postage & fee + additional 10c return postage.

To Wurttemburg - Blue - Plate III

Y

HAUSEN to CONSTANZ, 6 AUGUST 1857, ordinary mail.
10¢/15gr. x 2 zones (1 Swiss, 1 German-Austrian).
Rate of October 15, 1862 - August 31, 1868.



Registered Letters

FCharéé" = Registered Letter - Greenish-Blue

BELP to WATTENWYL, 14 AUGUST, registe

S

2.

ed letter

to zone

Official Registered Letter - Dull Blue - Plate III
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LAUSANNE to CHATEAU D'OCER, 22 SET 1857. with official government seal.
15¢/7%gr. for 30+ miles (doubled for registration).



Paper: Munich
Thread: Red Brown
Printing: Bern
Pletes: 1, 1I, III

FRIBOURG

26C

Cancellations & Shades

First Printing 1855 - 1858
Good Embossing

Green

|
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3

 Plate II

2nd Printing 1858 - 1860
Poor Embossing

Yellow~Green

SR

2 Threads
21mm apart
(usually 25)

LOCLE
Plate III

EKU February 17, 1855

Green




Cancellations & Shades
International Usage

Dull Blue-Green Light Yellow-Green

Black Grill

Grill & Boxed PD

To Austro-Hungarian Empire - Double Rate letter - Yellow-Green - Plate I
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BASEL to Vienna, 20 MAY 57, to German-Austrian Postal Union, ordinary mail.
Note the wide uniform spacing of Bern Plate I of 25-stamp sheets.
O0f 15 Vienna listings in Brach's "Strubel" book, 2 others are double rate.



International Usages
Cancellations & Shades

To Kingdom of Sardinia - Lake Ship Mail - Light Green
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LUGANOC to NOVANA, 20 MARCH 1857, "Verbano" = via Lake Maggiore Steamer.
Not eligable for 20c reduced rate - destination 30+ km beyond border zone.
Rate of September 15, 1854 - October 1, 1859.

(Attest: A. von der Weid - Signed)

To Savoy - Postage Due - Yellow-Green

Y

Sy

GENEVA to CHAMBERY, 8 SEPT 1857, "Affranchissement Insuffisant" = Postage Due.
40c/15.6gr. up to 75km. of border = (1 Swiss zone + 3 Austrian zomes = 50¢).
Rate of April 26, 1852 for entire "Strubel" period.

Note: Savoy was not part of French Postal System until July 1, 1860.



Combination Destination Frankings

To Wurtemberg - Green (with 22C)
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BERN to HEIDELBERG, 29 SEPT 1858, ordinary mail.
50c/73gr. for 5 postal zones (2 Swiss, 3 German Postal Union).
(Attest: Emil Rellstab - 1978)

To England - Spe01al Rate - Yellow-Green (w1th 24D)
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ZURICH to LONDON, 25 DEC 1857, from Swiss Zone 2, ordlnary mail, PD.
55¢/7%gr. in stamps already affixed to cover, or 65c cash at mailing time.
(Attest: A. von der Weid - 1995)




Remote International Usage
One 0f Two Known Covers

To Extreme Southern Brazil - Dark Green (with 24D)

= o

WINTERTHUR to RI<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>